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| nize his bleſſed memoriall in Gods Church, -by bringing 


| vſc of Gods Church. The children ſaid Hezckiab, are come. 
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| fared with this Author, Hee had finxſhed and perfected 
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| T was anancicnt conſtitution in Iſrael, 
that : Brother cyi:-g withour ifſue , the | 
rext brother ſhould coe the office of a 
a Kinſman, ardr jfc vp {ecde to his bro- 
g! ther diceaſrd,ro contuiuechis mime, that 
>) it might not bce put out of Iſracl, The 
GOES =; Lord hauing not long fince taken our of 
his Vineyard a faithful labourer , and trom my ſelfe a lo. | 
uing and deare Biother, Ithought that in tomic manner the 
equitieof this conſtitution, now antiquated and aboliſhed, 
did lay hold ypon mee, And that being the next brother, 
I was to doe the office of a brother, tocontnwe, and erer« 


Soba. 


to light this preſenr Treatiſe, Hee himſclfe whileft hee li. 
ued wrote it , and-had perfeQed it before his death : I have 


but oenely raiſed it out of his privatc fludie tothe publike. 


ro the birth, and there 35 no tirength to bring forth, Thus it 
this worke, and brought jteucn to the birth, but there way, 


no time to bring it forth, God preventing biw, and by his 
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che en of his defire, {the/publitarion thereof to the b2ne- 
fic of GodFCharch +) Þ thought it grear pitty,that ſo hope. 
Full an iſfne ſhoakdpreriſhfor wam of a firtle helpe in the 
birch. And I chowght with.all inciſe of my aegligence, or 
retuſall ofrhi3 b-otherly office, how iuftly I might haue de- 
ſerucd the igno:ninious.ce.emony of the ſpitrle in my face. 


| ſetting forch of chis Treatiſe. Zachary when he could 10t 


logui non pots-" (yeake, he wrote: So I defired thatthis pea might mike ſome 


ſupply of-rhe want of h's.congue;thar as Abel bybu faith,fo 
he by his workes, being dead might yet ſpeake. 
Thus mn briefehach your Ladiſhip , the reaſon of my pre- 


| ſent enJeauours. | | 
: | For me to ſay any thing in commendation of this worke |; 
| is nor happily ſo ficting ; Ir being both hard for one brothey 


ro commend anocher without boaſting , and the younger 
and infcriour his commendarion adding little credit or grace 


| ro the worke of his elder and ſuperiour, For, as the eſſe s 
1 bleſſed, ſoalſo yrayſed. of "5. yoga I meane therefore 


| herein to bee ſpiring, Onely this; I will bur as the wid- 
dowes, which ſhewed Petey the coatcs and garments which 
Dorcas made, while ſvee was with them. So oncely will I 
ſhew, an.iſerforch ſome part of his labours which he per. 


-| formed whil:ft he was with vs s end let his owne workes 


praiſe him in the gate. And ſurely this worke will doe it, 

if eithe: Marter, or Manner , Argument or Art will doe it, 
The matcer and argument of ir, is ſuch as yet handled at 

large by none before him that T know of, 

| And beſides it is excellent by reaſon of the dayly vic which 


which: Meliſſus hid giuen to a booke of his owne which 


| greats Inring and entirng force to draw men to the reading 


occurres in pratife, $9 that of rhe title and argument of 
this Booke may IT. ſay, as Gels ſpeake: of a good title | 


ir ſeemed ſcarce deſerned it 2- That the very Title had a | 


death,bringing bias tethe ond of his faith, (bis trauſ}ari- | 
c Heauens) before heTameto bring this worke to | 


Hereupan I willingly performed this taske, of peruſing and | 
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| of ir-'Such is. the Argument of this worke, - of ſuch ſpeciall | 
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vicinour practiſe, that it may eaſily perſwade any , bochto 


read, and like irfIt containes the right p39: gcauſdy, the art of | 


knowing a mans ſelfe ; it diſcouers vito vs the infinitely in- 
tricate windings, and tnrnings of the daike Labyrinths of 
mans hart. Indeed oftentimes the diſcoucries of couſenages, 


' and deceits in the world, make many , before honeſtly ig- 


norant,to turne couſeners and deceiuers : But heere necdes 
no ſuch feare, for here we are taught no new decese or com- 


ſening trickes, which yet wee praQtiſe nor, but rather are 


conuinced of that couſenage, with which we decciue our 
owne ſolues , andyet will not be boren downe to be guilty 
of imp5ſture.This point is worthy our beſt wirs, and knows 
ledge. That Heathen Philoſopher never thought himſelfe 
ro begin to know Philoſophy, till hee began to know him- 


| ſelfr ; But ſurely we neuer begin tro know Dixinitic or Re- 


legion, till we come to know our ſelnes : our ſelues wecan- 
not know, till we know our hearts, I, but our hearts are de. 
ceitfull aboue all rhings; who can know them? They who 
with dil:gence ſhall pecuſe this preſent Treatiſe, ſhall with 


Gods bleſſing be able m ſome good meaſure ro know them. 


Here ſhall they find that dangerous Art of Se/fe-Sophiſtry | 
diſplayed , by which, millions of foules arc inwrapped in the 


' ſnares of S-than : And ſo by ſeeing their ſelfe-deceit ſhall ; 


come to their ſelfe-knowledge.. A knowledge nzuer more | 
negleed. Urnems in [eſe tentar deſtendere , nemo. Men 
care not for knowing themſclues, who. are oftentimes too. 
too curiouſly greedy of knowing all things cle 3 Being 
heerein like to fooliſh traucllers, that loue to trauell into 
and talke of other ſtrange countries, firangers inthe meane 
time, inthe rarities, {{crets and wonders of theirowne. As 
for the Art, and manner of handling this argument in this. 
Treatiſe, I leaue it to the Readers indgernent , aduenturing 
notwithſtanding my ſelfe ro ſay thus much, that had this 
Treatiſe bur age and antiquity anſwerable to. the ſufficien- 
cic, it ſhould eaſily find anſwerable acceptance. Nothing 
preiudices Writers more then either mens knowledge of 
their perſons, or their want of antiquity, May not a man 
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ſpeake of many of our new writers, as Gels ſpake once of 


a good ſpecch that Faworinus made ? Nonne, faith lie, Sid 
. eAntiſthenes aut Diogenes dixiſſet , dipmeys memoria vi- 


ſum eſſer ? If Diogenes or eAntiſthenes had bur ſpoken 
that which Faworinxs did, the ſpeech had gone for halfe an 
Oracle : now happily the morereſpeAlefſe, becauſe from 
 Faxorinms, that was inferiour it may be innothing to Ds; 
ogenes, but inftanding, How many worthy moderne Wri-+ 
ters amongſt vs are: negleed , onely becauſe moderne? 
Moone ff bac Auguſtinus, aut Chryſoſteomus, -c, Had but 
| e Auguſtine or Chryſoftome, or foe ancient Father wrote- 
them, how had they beene admired, now negle&ed onely 
becauſe as Bi/dadipeakes, they are but of yeſterday? Mott 
' mens indgement of Writers is.the ſame that of wine, _ 
$+39. The old is better : Andyer oftentimes the old 13hard 
andrartgand nearer Vinegar then Wine, when the new is. 


ethers, which haveliccle worth elſe in them befides anriqui- 
xy, andthecredit of anancient Fathers name ? how would 
Wwe vilifie thoſe ſame things in new, which we ſo magnifie in 
ode Writers ? I ſpeake it not ro derogate ought from the 
worth of thoſe ancient Worthies and reuerend Sages (T giue 


that fond humour, which meaſures worth onely by age, 
as if nothing could be good, but that which is old; and 
froma meane conceit of writers perſons knowne , axe rea- 
dy-to preiudge their workes ynread and ynknowne. 

| © Bitraz foryour Ladiſhip ; Tperſwademy ſelſe, thatyour 


| knowledge ofthe Authors , parts, and endowmeitts, 


wherewithall God had graced him , will bee the greater 


| meanes to win your Honourable acceptance of this worke. 


And ſo much the rather doe I preſume ypon your Ladifhips 


{ fanour licrein, becauſe whilſt this Author liued (out of aloue 


to his graces, and honourable diſpoſition) he entcnded this 


j Worke to haue becne honoured by. the patronage of your 


worthy &rightnoble Brother, who now alſo toperher with 


34 thisAmbhor, jsatzR, ſinging heauculy Halelniahrinthe 
—Proſence ofthe Lambe, _ a 


ſweertand pleaſant. How many workes of ſomeof-the Fae | 
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themall due tcucrenceandreſpe&) but onely ro meer with | 
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reftificourfellow feeling of your ſorrows,Pablike loſſesmay. 
not paſſe withour pubhike heauines, It is aloſs that yeelds ys 
argument bath of great griefe and as great feare, Canitbea 


,mauy rarevertucsand honorableinclinations,of ſogreatlear- 
.ning,in ſa few yeers,of ſo. great grace, holines,and religion in- 


| | ſo yong yceers,as were {* _ met and combin'd in him?His 


rare endowments,his noble diſpoſition, his religious conuer. 
-ſation,his hopeful ſeruice ro Gods Church & this kingdom, 
"conſidered, I may fay of the Church and common=-wealth,as 
one Valerizs ſpake of (ornelie,in the lofle of her louing Hulſ-. 
'band © Corneliam neſcis an faliciorem dixerim quod talem 


great caue of grief;ſo noleſſe of feare, We may grieue that ſo 
great good ts taken from vs,wemay feace, becauſe ſame great 
exill acomming vpon vs: The righteous periſheth,and noman 
' conſidereth that he is taken away fro the enili that i to.come. 
Surely, when good manFpecly being great men,and yong 

earefull preſage av al 
ger,and euill rocome, The Lord make vs all wiſeto confider 


' make vsſceketo auoydeuill preſent,and make;ys prudent in 
the foreſight of the plagues, to hide our ſelues,But yex in the 
mid(t of chis grief & feare,your Ladiſhip is not Icft altogether 
comfortles. As it is a comfort that God honored your family 
, withſuchan one, ſo is this alſo none of thelcaſt coforts to you 
that you mourn not alone,but haue the harts of all good men 

heauy with yours.It makes cur ioy the greater,tohave others 
reioyce withys when we reioyce : but it makes our. forrow 
the lefſe, whe we haueorhers to weep withvs when we weep, 
did Abner ſaid D auid, dy as afoeletſo of him it may be ſaid; 


. - } Did he die as animmeriting, as an ignoble perſon ?. without 


| rears? withous lamentation?Lthink I may boldly ſpeak it,that 


. Pardon megood Madam, if Irenew your griefe with the 
mention & remembrance of ſo great a loſſe. Giue vs leaue to 


ſmal griefe to ſceour felues deprived of the vſe& benefit of fo, 


| Virum habuerit, an miſcriorem quod amiſerit : [tis hard to . 
{ay whether we were happier in the enioymeit,or ynhappier 
in the lpfle of ſuch a perſonage, And as inhis lofſe. there is: 


the deaths of ſuch men,that the feares of cuillto come, may |. 
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never any of his place, and of his yecres, left more heauy 
hearts behinte him then he had done. Theſe are miſerable 
griefes indeed, when others finde matter of icy inthe mat- 
ter of our gricte,and laugh at our teares 3 but then may wee | 
gricue comfortably, when we ſce others ioyne with ys, and 
take to heart our loſſes, as well as our ſclues. 

I would willingly both inlarge his commendation , and 
our griefc, but theſe require rather a volume then an Epi- 
le. And I may ſpeake of him,as eA#7uſtine of another, //a 
quidem anima in ſocietate fidelinm & caſtrarum recepta, 
laudes nec curat, nec quarit humanas imitationem tantum 
guerits Hee deſires more the imitation then commendati- 
enof his vertucs ; and the imitation rather of his life , then 
a lamentation for his death. 

" Yet may I not alrcogether paſſe ouer in ſilence his holy 


—— 


and religious courſe; which was , to kcepe a Catalogue or 


diary of his finnes againſt God : and cucry night, ,or the 
next morning ,to reuiew the faults of the day paſt: Fue- 
ry Saboth morning,or night before, to reuiew the faulrs of 
the whole weeke ; and at the end of eucry moneth to ſur- 
uey the whole moneths tranſgreſſion. This did hee dayly, 
weekly,and menthly, thereby che better to humble himſelfe 
for his finnes,and renew his practiſe of repentance.. And the 
day before the recciuing of the holy Sacrament did alwayes 
vſcro humble himſelfe before the Lord with faſting, prayer, 
and confeſſion, thereby the betrer to prepare himſel'e for the 
more worthy and comfortable recetuing of the holy Com- 
munion, | 

I ſay nothing of his religious obſeruation of the Sabaoth 
by himſclfe alone, and with his people about him, both be- 
fore andaftcr the publike Exerciſes, in meditation, reading, 
prayer,and repetitions, His carcfull expenſe of time, his kee- 
ping of ſet houres of ftudy. Thus did he with good [ofrah, 
while he was 'yet a thilde, ſecke the Lord : By meanes: of 
which his: holy and conſtant courſe in fecking the Lord, in 
few yecres hee became wiſer then his ancients and reachers, 
and preſciyed his young ycercs in great honour and reputa- | 
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rion, free from all the blemiſh-s and ſtaines of yourh, nor- 
withffanding che manifold occaſions to' the contrary un re- 
gardof his place and condition, The truth 1s, the world 
was not worthy of him: His vertnes and his grices were 
ficter for heaven, rhen this mpureearth. " SS 

Ler vs now that are behiad, eurne our greefe into care ; 
let our care be to fo!lowthoſe holy Heps he hath trod before 
vs. True itis you can neuer recouer his perion , his graces 
you may : The griefe will bee the lefle for the lofle of his 
perſon, if you make a:recontery of his graces. -Whilclt his 
ſpirit is doubled yponyour Honor, and his graces ſhall ſure 
uiue in your religious imitation, ſo long we [hall count him 
lwing 1n your ſclfe, 
And now right Honourable, Tintreate you by the Toue 
{ that he bare torhis Author, and by the loue that you bare 
| co his honourable Patrons, your deceaſed Father and Bro- 
ther /both now glor:fied Saints) to reffific your loue to this 
Author by your honourable an4 fauourable acceptance of 
this worke. | | 

May your Ladiſhip but pleaſe to vouchſafe the" reading, 
and diligentperuſal1 thereof, and dare preſume vpon as 
much, Thus asT haue 74/24 this to light , ſo I commend it 
to your Honours patronage and proteCtion : and your Ho- 


May g. Epping in Eſſex, . | 


| 
Your Honours 
in all ſeraice, 


br 
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nour to the patronage and protettion of the Lord Jefav... 
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Þ C14 Ending the Scriptures againſt vs P-2I1T 
' 2. To the omiſſionof good : whereſenen deceits. 


{1 The blacking of vertue with the ſoete of ſinne. p23 | 
2 From alutlc to bring vs to nothing. P-214] 

[3 Toſemer the pleaſure of gedlineſſe from. the trouble, | 
. y | .216 

, 4 Remembrance of that already done. 2200 
5 Comparing onr ſelues with our inferiours, Þ.232; 

6 Pretence of anejding exill, - F-233| 
C7 inxention of falſe reaſons, P3233, 


which are, 


-I From not doing enill, _þ-236 
y2 From a purpoſe to doe it hereafter, $4337 

3 From extraordinary occaſions. 0 =þp231] 

f 4. From Gods Predeſtinations 233 | 
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DECEITEVLNES 
OF MANS HEART, 


- 


ItREM. 17. 9,10. _ - 
The heart is deceitfull aboue all things, and cuill, who can 
know it? I the Lord ſearch the heart and try rhe reynes, 
that I may giue to euery one according to his wayes,ac- | 
cording to the workes. 


: 'S H A P. T. | 
'v \ The Text opened; A Preparation to the Treatiſe following, 

a ſewing the Originall of the Hearts deceitfulneſſe, the 1 | | 
difiicultie, and yet the meanes of knowing its 


>» H E Prophet bavin 
menaced the [ewes fnihe begin- 
2 _ this Chapter; becauſe he 2 
ſaw how much they borc them. 
ſclues out againſt —_ threat- 
nings, vpon:hope of the «Zgyp- | Pſalm.3.4. 
tian his helpe; therefore 4 
fift Verſe hee curſeth all ſoch as relye vpon man, 
and make fleſh their arme_: contrarily , bleſſing 
ſuch as in their dangers ſhroud and ſhelter them- Mf 
ſelues vnder the wing of the Almighty. WES 
Ln | -- | . 


———— < 


. 


grieuouſ] y | Coherence, 


— ———— 


4x n » 


I" 
b.nedtibend 


The deceirfulne eof mans heart. 


Prou. 26.2» 


Bur heerethe Tewes having made 4 conenant with 
hell and death, would be ready to obic@ againft the 
Prophet ; Whar then is all this threatning to'vs ? 
Weearenone of thoſe that with-draw their hearts 
from God. Vſe of meanes doth not preiudice truli 
in God: Truſt in God, asitcannot ſtand with ir«f 
#1 meanes; fo neither without ve of meanes when 
they may bec had. Wee repoſe our ſelues 0a God 


the ſecond cauſes, Onely as ſerviceable, and ſubordi- 
nate to the firſt, Therfore «s the ſparrow by wandring, 
and th: ſwallow by flying, eſcape, lo this thy cauſieſſe 
carſe ſhallwot come - neither are wee ſuch children 
to be skarred with bugſ-words. 


hole,ſaying, The heart & deceitfull;asifhe ſhould ſay; 
Flatter not your (clues in a vaine conceit , that you 
with-draw not your heart from God, and ſo God 
will not with-draw his from you: Nothing more 
eafic then for a man to deceive himſelfe ; for the 
heart by reaſon ofthegreat wickedneſle thereof, is 
a bottome-lefle and vnſcarchable gulfe of guile; in 
ſomuch as none can know, not oncly anothers, but 
not his owne heart : The Lord onely bathreſerued 
rhisas a prerogative-royall ro-himſelfe, exaRly to 
know the depth of our hearts; thac ſo, though 
men conceiving well of themſelues , may conceiue 
amille of God, as one that by his doings will not 


I 


The Prophet therefore in this verſe preventcth | 
| this obietion, and keepeth them from this ſtarting 


as muchasthy ſelfe or any elſe + and we repaire to | 


iuſtifie the Prophets ſayings; yet hee indging of | 
men according tothe ſecret-diſpolition and confſti. | 
- | tution oftheir hearts , 'maydeale-with-them accor- 


dingly; } 


wi. 
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T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 


dingly, bleſſing thoſe thatin trath doetruſt in him, 


but curſing ſuch as with-draw from him, though 
not their tongues , yet their bearts. This is the 
t order and generall purpoſe of the words. 

They containein thema propoſition concerning 
| the hearts deccicfulneſſe, Heere two things are to 
bee conlidered : what is meant by heart; what by 
aecceitful. 

By heart, mans heart is meant, as appearcth by 
the context. And now becauſe mans heartis one of 
the principall ſeats ofthe ſoule of man, therefore by 
a Metonimy of the ſubied, itis viſually inthe Scrip 
| ture put ſometimes for the whole ſoule, ſomerimes 
( and that more frequently ) for ſuch ſpeciall facul- 
ties in the ſoule, as more ſpecially belong to the 
heart, 2s the Will and Aﬀections. Bur heerc it is to 


betaken for the whole ſoule, and all the parts there- | 


of, the Vadcrſtanding,the Will,the Aﬀetions: for 
all are deccitfull: | 

 Theword deceitful is fignificant in the Hebrew, 
comming of a Verbe which ſignifieth to ſupplant, 
as runners in theraceyſc to doc;and fromthis word 
had 74cob hisname, becauſe he caught E/a» by the 
heele when he was comming forth of the wombe : 
So doe our hearts cunningly, as it were, trip our 
hcele when we are to runne the race which is (ct 


before vs. Though heere alſo thar reaſon of the | 


name which Eſa falſcly gauc to 7ac0b, may truely 
agree to our hearts ; well may they be called 7acobs, 
becauſethey cozen many, and doe their endeanour 
tocozenall of Gods bleffing, and the heauenly in- 
| heritance. Bur it may be asked , Is this deceitful- 


Reſolution 
and ſ{cnce. 


Gao), 


Gen.27,36. 


B2- ; nefle 


262" -4 
£ 4s þ 


P{:1m.32 3. 


io , Thedeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


nefle giuen to all men indifferently , or onely to 


ſome? Anſw.Toall,fauc Chrit,in whoſe mouth (and 
ſo heart) ws found no guile. By nature,all ourc hearts 


| ] arcalike, Andche changethatgrace makes in this 
| lifeis not ſuch but thatin ſome ſort, the heare of the 


beſt may ſtill be ſaid to be deceitfuil. Chriſt indeede 
gaue Nathanietthis praiſe, that there was no guile 
in his heart , and David ſayes thelike of cuery iuſti- 
fied man : butthis is cruc onely of the #ir:7 , of the 
new, or young man that is created by God in the re- 
generate,and not ofthe fleſh, that o/d: man; an olde 
foxe indeede, that by reaſon of his age is often too 
hard for the yong man : for youth is but ſimplein 
regard of old age : Howbeit as young men grow 
ſtill to furtherperfeion, and are on the encreaſing 
hand , whereas olde men decreaſe, till at length age 
brings dotege; lo heere the craft of this ol/de manis 
daily weakened, the rather forthoſe many wounds 
which the ſtronger young mans arme giues him 
in the braine, whereas the þ7r:1uall wiſedome of the 
young man increaſeth dayly. Thus then we interpret 
theſe words of the Prophet, The heart of may © 
deceitful , euen the whole heart of the wicked; be- 
cauſe it is wholly fefp, and part of the heart. of the 
godly, namely, the vnregenerate and fle{hly part. 
The heatt of the wicked is deceitfull with a full, 
ſtrong, and raigning deceitfulneſfe., the deceirful- 
neſſe thatis in the heart of the godly is weaker, as | 
being diſcerned of them; and ftroucn againſt by | 
them. The heart of the wicked (ſhewes it deceitful- 
neſſe in the whole courſe of their lines, The godly 0n- 


ly in ſomeparticalar afions. As itis laid of David, be | 


W4s | 


_ 


| =_ vpright inall things , ſane onely in the matter of 
' Friab. Thegenerall current of his life was free from 


i 
T 
S 


' wentions and deceits (as Meſes ſhewerh,Gen.z,) were | 


ded, and asit were boughe vp ſo faſt by our firſt pa- 


= he deceit fulneſſe of —__ heart. 


FO 


deccitfulnefle, though not the particular a&ion ; 
Contrarily, the heart ofthe wicked may be vpright 
in ſome particular actions, as Abimelechs in the ta- 
king of Ser4h; 1knew(ſairh God)thow baſt done thu in 
phe uprightne(ſe of thy heart : yet notin the maine of 
their liues. This is proper onely tothe godly, thar 
ehey are vpright in their way, that is the conſtantte- 
nor of their conuerfation. Now this deccitfulneſle 
here giucn to the heart, is ſetforth ; Firſt, by the 
greaines of it: aboue all things.Secondly,by the canſe 
of it, and exill. Thirdly,6y the vnſearchableneſſe of it, 
ſuch tharnone can know it,figurcd with an interro- 
gation,who can know it ? thatis,none of himlelfe, by 
bis owne mother wit, without an higher and clea- 
rerlighe. 

To begin firſt with the deceirfulneſſe of the heart, 
and then to come to the illuſtrations of it after- 
ward; It may be asked, for the berter vnderſtan- 
ding thereof: How comes this deceitfulneſſe into 
the heart? Is not the heart Gods creature ? and did 
hee not make it fimple plainc, and true? Whence 
then this fraud 2 Lord, thou lowedſt in this ficl4 
of mans heart the good corne of faith, truth, fince- 
ritie : whence then thele Tares? Salomon tells vs, 
Eccleſ. 9.31. God made man righteous : but they hane 
ſought out many inventions : For howſocuer theſe i»- 


firſt forged in the Diuels braine, and came our of his. 
ſhop, yet becauſe they were ſo readily apprenen- 
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Gen, 20,6. 


Pſal, 119.2, 


The originall 
of the hearts 


3 rents , 


deccirfulneſſe. jJ 
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| nefle, 


| Iob IS.16, 


The difficulty 
| of finding out 
this deccitſul- 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
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that howſocucr here alſo the queſtion concerning 
theſe T ares, yea Thiſtles of treachery, and perfidi- 
ouſneſle in our hearts, may be trucly anſwered with 
that in the Goſpel:T he ennions man hath ſowne them; 
yet withall it may iuftly be ſaid, becauſe the ground 
did ſo open her mouth for them, that the field it 
ſelfe did bring them forth. If at the firſt, when as 
this field was as the pleaſant Eden of God ; how 
much more now , when having the ſal as it were of 


wilderneſle? If 44am and Eve might be charged as 
the fic ſt fathers and founders of thoſe deceitfull in- 
uentions ſuggeſted by Sathan, becauſe of their rea- 
dy, how much more we, becauſe of our greedy ap- 
prehenſion of them , whereby we drinke them in 
the fiſh doth water? If they for willing conſenting 10, 
how much more we , for wilfall conſþiring with the 
diuell? Sothat whatſoeuer the Seripturcs ſhall tell 
vs concerning the Tempters wiles, we may fafely 
draw it hither, and apply it to our (clues, partners 
and pradizers with Sathan in his ſtratagems againſt 
our owne ſoules. 

Wee ſec then the rocke, whereout this deceit- 
fulneſſe was hewen: A pigge itis ot our owne Sowe; 
a flower (weederather) of our owne Garden. It re- 
maineth , that more particularly , wee ſhould ſee 
what it is, wherein it conſiſts and ſhewes-it ſelfe. 
A labour ſurely full of difficultie, For as the women 
of Samaria ſayd of her Well to Chriſt, The Well 4s 
{ deepe, and thou haſt 8 pitcher , the ſame may we fay 
jto our ſelues of this pit, this puddle, this den, this 


——_ 


a ts. - 


cd 5 ; hy 


rents, therefore Salomon alcribes them to man; So 


Gods curſe ſowne vpon it, it is becomcas a barren. 


dun- | 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, 


dungeon; Iris very both darke and deepe : Who 
can ſeeit? whocan ſoundir? Andalas, where are 
our buckers to empty it? Who hath not cauſeto 
complaine with Saint Anſten, Inſt cauſe hane 1 to be- 
waile that darkeneſſe,in which that power that ts with. 
in me, t hid from me ;, ſo that my ſoule asking it ſelfe 
concerning it own ſlrength,cannot ſafely beleeacit ſelfe, 
becanſe enen that which indeed is in vs, « kept ſecret 
from ws till experiexce manifeſt it . O ye many blinde 
corners, the leeret turnings and windings, the per- 

lexe labyrinths, the cloſe lurking-holes thar are 
here! who would thinke that within the compaſle 
of ſo ſmall a piece of ficth, there ſhould be roome e- 
nough to harbour ſuch ſwarmes of vaine and vile 
thoughts,deſires,and aff=tions; and that farre more 


| ſecretly from being eſpicd by vs, then the largeſt 


and waſteſt Cities can doe any ſcouting naughty- 
packe? Man i 4 great deepe,whoſe very haires are num- 
bred before thee,O Lord : Andyeteaſier it is to knew the 
number of his haires , then of the motions and affecti- 
ons of his heart,as excellently Saint 4»ſten. For, as in 
Hercules Monſter, ſtill freſh heads , one ſpringing vp 
after the cutting off of the other : and as in EJekzels 
Temple, after the fight of fome abhominations, ill 
moe: ſo heerein this ſo infinite a receptacle of de. 
ceitfull thoughts, one deceit ſucceeding and pref: 
ſing hardat the heeles of another, Many inuentions, 
ſaid S4/omn,ſpeaking ofthol: at the firlt in the heart 
onely of Adam and Exe: How then is the number 
(thinke we) increafcd {ince,there being none, whole 
braine or breaſt hath not calt in his W:iddowes Mute, 


.: [atleaſt, into the common Treaſury ? If this ſtink- 


| B 4 king 
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Confeſ.lib.1o, 
c ap.I3. Saunt 
iſte plangende 
tenebre, mm qui- 
bus me latet fa- 
cultas mea que 
in meeſt, vt a- 
2171 115 menus de 
viribus ſuit ipſe 
ſe mterrogans 
07 ſacile ſivi 
cred:ndum ex-+ 
oftimet, quia 
& quod ineft 
plerunque 0c= 
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experientia ma= 


x 'ſeſtetur. 


Confeſ. lib.g. 
cap.16 Grande 
profundum eff 
hamo, ceius eti- 
am capillos tu 
Dominec ni mme 
ratos habes. Et 
tamen capills e- 
1145 magis numi-' 


» rabiles ſunt, 
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eius, > mots 
corad:s. s 
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T he deceitfnlneſſe of mans heart. 


ing river were ſo great where it firſt roſe, how then 
(thinke we) hath it inlarged ir ſelfe, being runne 
chus farre? No maruell then if the Prophet, as it 
were amazed to ſec ſuch /ztters, yea legions ofdeceit- 
full diuels, couching cloſe in this their ſtincking fie, 
cry out,as here we heare him,T he bears i deceitful 4 
bone all things,whocan know it ? So myſticallaretheſe 
hearts of ours; ſo deepe and abſtruſe arc her my. 
ſterics of deceit. Why then will ſome ſay , doe 
you trouble your ſelfe in vaine? for if none can 
know this myferie of iniquitie, how then can you 
know ic? how can you make vs know it ? 

[ anſwer, though no man know it as of himlſelfe, 
yet, / the Lord know;andif weplow with bu heifer we 
ſhall know the darkeſt RidIles. Therc is a myſteric 
of ſinne (ſayes one) lying in the folds of our hearts, 


which we ſhall neuer ſee, vnlefſe the Spirit of God 


enter in , and giue vs light : For this 7rit ſearcherh 
the deepe things of God. 1. Cor. 2. much more can it 
ſearch the deepeneſle of Sathan,and of mans deccit- 
full heart. If then weconſule with the Lords Spirit, 
we may learne of him what theſe deceits bee, fo 
farre forth, as he hath renecaled them in his Word ; 
which is alight whereby we may ſee in this, cuen 
more then «Egyptian darkeneſle. Therefore our Se- 
#ionr counſclleth vs to take the benefit of this light, 
and not toletit ſtand ynderthe bed ; and that vpon 
this ground, for there & nothing bid [ namely, in our 
hearts,though neuer ſo cloſely | bat it ſhall be opened, 
namely , by the power of the VWord, moſt plaine- 
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ly. And this Paw/excmplifies in his 7deo7, comming | 
| into the Churchaſſemblics,andin hearing the word 


opened, | 


Wes 
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T be decei! fuineſſe e of mans heart, ' | 9 


opencd, ſeeing bimſclte and his owne beart opened, 
F- and the ſecrets thereof dilcouered ; Connſel[ynder- 
Rand it of craftie counſe!l] #& i» the beart of man z 
| but 4 man of wnderſiending (vnderſiand it ſpecially 
| of (| irituall vnderftanding out of the VVord) wid 
farchis out, (1ith Sa/omen. Here the Holy Ghoſt ma- 


keth the wiſedome of the Ward to be a bucket, able 
to bring vp the filchy mire out of the deepeſt pits 
of deceitfull hearts. And if the wiſe man have skill 
to let downe this bucket into other mens hearts,and 
draw it vp full againe, much more then into his 
| owne. Though then naturally wee are all blinde , 
walking in the darke Cloyſters of our hearts, yet, if 
the Lord goe before vs with his torch: if he take vs, 
' 2$ once Ezechiel, into this corrupt temple (ftable ra- 
ther)and lead vs along by his Word and Spirit, we 
ſhall then clearcly (ce the ſeuerall rancks and orders 
ofthe abhominable deceits therein: for inthe word 
of God there are many wonders to be ſeene, as Da: 
id confeſſeth in that his prayer, Open mine eyes, O | Palais. 
| Lord, that I may ſee wonders out of thy Law. Among 
the which, this of our owne hearts vabowefled and 
anatomized , is not the leaſt, Indeede, when our 
dead bodies are whole, we cannot ſee what is with- 
in: They will caſt forth ancuill ſauour,and we may 
ſee ſome filthineſle and deformitie in them, the |} 
which yetis but ſweetneſlc and beauty to that wee | 
ſee, when the bodie is cut, opened, and intralls 
taken our. Surely , the noſesand eyes eucnof ſome 
| naturall men, have diſcerned in mans heart vnope- 
ned, vnſauoury naſtineſſe, odious vglineſle : But 
alas, allthatwas not enough tohumble them, m | 
oo ther { 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


Heb. 4.13- 
interpreted, 


2.Pet 1.19. 
interpreted, 


Pſal.107.23, 


} Pſal. 04 26. 


lying naked as in an Anatomy, as the Apoſtle ſpea- 


ther was it any thing to that they might haue ſeene | 
in the heart broke vp by God,the onely skilfull ana- 
romizerthercof; as as he ſcethall things therein, 


keth,Hebr.4.13. ſo alſo hee hath layd itopen inhis 
word vntovs; as in the verſe before,the ſame Apo- 
ſtle ſhewcth, The word of God u linely, ſharper then the 
two-edged ſword,a diſcerner of the thoughts and ſecret 
intents of the heart, neither i there any creature which 
i not manifeſt init ſight; naracly,of the word before 
ſpoken of: for ſo I thinke, without any violence of- 
fered tothe words, may the Text bee interpreted : 
And the word [creature] I take for thecreature of 
the heart, namely, the thoughts and intents thereof 
before mentioned. That the ſence ſhould be this: 
The word diſcerneth thethovghts of our heart ; not 
ſome, butall : Nothing is there, that the heartfor- 
geth,framerh,and,as it were,createth withinit ſeclfe, 
which this word taketh not notice of. But of this let 
the learned iudge. 

Well then, ſince the word is that /ight which ſbi- 
wethin the darke, hauing itwith vs, venter wee to 
deſcend downe into this deepe dungeon, and to 
launch out into this vaſt Ocean, having this plum- 
met to ſound the bottome thereof. 7 hey rhat go: | 
gowne into the deepes (faith the Prophet) 7 hey ſee rhe 
_workes aud wonders of the Lord: But they that goe 
downe into this deepe are not now like to ſee any 
thing , but the deepeneſſe of Sathan, the warkes and 
wonders of the Dinel), the Zestarhanthat ſporteth 
himſelfein theſe waters, orrather a Neprane trium:- | 
Phing here as in his kingdome. Which1ight though | 

happily 


— 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


happily not lo pleaſing, yer profitable it will be, for | 


to ſhame and humblc vs : for here, in the word are 
thoſe cleare waters, which if'wee trouble them not 
with the mudde of our owne afteRions , like the E- 
lephang; clearcly we may (ce our owne deformitic. 
Jereisaglaſſe, wherein wee may behold the faces 
of our hearts, and efpic euen the ſmalleſt wrinckle 
of deceit whatſocuer. And thatnot ſo, as our na- 
-urall faces in common glaſſes, where we forget, as 
ſoone as our cyc is outof the glaſſe , what was the 


faſhion of our face ; but ſo, thar ſtill: che ſight ſeene 
(hall ſticke by vs,preſentingit lelfe to the eye of our | 
vnderftanding. When ſome cunning deceitfull | 
chiefe bach ſtollen ought fromrhee, rhou runneſt | 
preſently to the cunning wizard, a worle thiefe, a 
worle deceiuer., to ſec in his deceiuable Glaſle, I 
know not what phanlie, the thicte it ſhould be, that 
bath robbed thee. Loe thy heart, the moſt crafty 
and cooſcning theefe that can be, hath robbed thee, 
and doth daily filch from thee thy richeſt treaſure : 
Andcanſt thouin thy liitle lofle run tothe Diuels 
lying glaſſe, to finde our a little thiefe, and wilt 
thou not in thy greater loſſe come to Gods true 
zlaſſe, to finde out the great Thiete ? If thou thin- 
keſt there is no ſuch thiefe that ſteales ought from 
thee, doe but comehitherto this Glaſlſe, and thou 
{halt ſee him, and all the trickes and myſte- 
ries of his cony-catching trade. 
Come I ſay, and ſce him 
ating of them. 
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| Deceit of 
heart two- 
fold. 


r. Decciuing 
others onely. 
And it is two- 
fold. 

1. Diſlimulas 
tion. 


Ii-To be done. 


Cnar, IL 


Of the aeceirfulneſſe of the heart in 
regard of others, 


mae Aking then the anatomizing knife of the 
al > Word, and ripping vp the belly of this 

w*o Monſter, I finde ſuchan infinite number of 
the veines of deceitfulnefſe, and thoſe ſo knotty, and 
intricately infelded cogether, that hardic is diftin&- 
ly andclearcly to ſhew them all. Neucrthcles, God 
afliſting, we (hall doc qur beſt endeauour. I thinke 
therefore thar all the deceitfulnes of the heart diſ- 
couered to vsin the word may be reduced to theſe 
ewo heads: Firſt, the deceirfulnes whereby we de- 
ceiue sthers onely ; Secondly,that whereby alſo we 
decciue osr /e/ues. 

The former is not that which here the Prophet 
ſomuchaymeth at: And therefore wee will not ſo 
muchinfiſt vponic. It ſheweth ir ſelfe ſpecially in 
two things :in Diſſtmulationand Simulation ; in dil. 
ſembling and concealing that which indeede is, and 
in fayning and counterfeiting that which indeede is 
not. Diſ;mulationis cither of exil/ or good. The dil- 
ſcmbling ofexi/l is threefold : Of cuill zo be done,or 


| 


in doing : Secondly, from being done: Thirdly,alrea- 


dy done, 
The heares deccitfulnes in hiding that evill 


| which ſhe purpoſeth to doe , or is in doing, is to 


make fairecuen of the quite contrary. And there- 
fore in her witty wickednes, ſhe inuenteth ſome 
| colourable | 


— 
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The dectitfulneſſe of mans heart, 


colourable pretence to ſhadow her malice and mi(- 
chiefe. When Herod intended worſhip to worry 
Chriſt , hee pretended yet re/ig/ouſly ro worſhip him. 
Simeonand Leni cloked their purpoled maſſacre of 
the Sichemites , with the conſcience of circumcili- 
on: CAbſelom his Treaſon, with the Religion of 
his vow: 7946 his per fidiouſneſle to Abner and 4ma- 

z4 With friendly words, and ſyren-like ſalutations : 

Iſmael his murtherous minde toward thoſe eightie 

men, with his Crocodile teares : Indas his couctoul- 

nclle, with a ſhew of a liberall and merciſull affe- 

Rion towards the poore: and the 7ewes their emnie 

againſt Chrift, with their durieto Ceſar. Thinke ye 

that the /ewes cared for Ceſar ? No, none fo impas- | 
tient ofhis yoke as they : But they had murtherous | 
hearts,thirſting for our Lords bloud ; that was the 
truce cauſe; and the cauſe of their malicious heart 
their ea//l eye that could not indure the glorious 
brightneſle of his grace ; but if they ſhould haue 
alledged that,all the world would hauecryed-ſhame 
on; them : therefore to hide the odiouſneſle- of 
their fa&, they ſer on it the faire maske of loyal- 
ty to Ceſar, Thus alwayes in the perſecutions of 
lofſeph, his coate ſhall be brought forth, as it was 
once by his enuious Brethren, that ſold} him z by 
his whoriſh Miſtreſſe, that flandered him. Some 
one ſpecious and plauſible pretence or other ſhall 
be deviſed by the wicked, to ſaue their creditin the 


World. Solikerowers inthe boate, whileſt in thei: | 


pretence they looke one way, in their z#/ent they goe 
the eleanc contrary. This tricke- of deceitfulnefle 


the heart hath learned 'of that arch-maſter of de- | 
ceits, 


ler, 41.6. 


Toſephs coate, 
Gen, 37-32. 
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ceits, the Diuell : VVho ſometimes will needs be- 
come 2 Preacher ofthe truth, as when he ſaid, 7 heſe 
are the ſeruants of the moſt high God,eyc. leſus of Na- 
Zaret, 1 know whathon art, enen the holy one of God : 
but yethe then plotteth miſchicfe, thinking by enc 
truth,to conucy and wind into our mindes an hun- 
dred lies. Thus truth is madeto v{her falſhood : for 
even inthoſe his ſugredglozing words, wherein he 
preacheth Chriſt the Sautour of the word,it is caſie 
to ſpie out warre in his heart : forit is to-be marked} 
how hee calſcth him Teſus of Nezarer., thereby to 
nouriſh the error of the multitude, that thought he 
was bornethere,and ſo notthe Meſſiah, whole birth 
they all knew ought to bee at Bethlems, 7eſws then, | 
and the holy one of God, are batter and oyle, as was af- |: 
terward , Good maſter thouregardeſt no mans perſon ; 
but Teſs of Nazarer , that is a fword, as was after- 
ward, 1s it lawfa{ togine tribute? And fo that which 
Salomon{peakcth of the flatterer, thatbee fpreadery 
net before hs brothers feete, is truein thoſe flattering 
ſpeeches. The Diuell ſomtimes giveth the truth: in- 

ecde hee doth bur ſer a fnare to catch the truth in. 
As Saul, a good Scholler in his Schoole,did for Das | 
#id,in giuing him Micholto wife: 1 will gine him her, | 
ſaith he, that ſhe may be a ſnare vato him, and that the 
hand of the Philiſlims may be vpon him, Heere is a 
goodly ſhow of ſpeciall fauour aud good-will, even 

uch as /imple Danid was in a manner rauifhed with 
it, tethinkethat his meanneſle ſhould be honoured 
with ſo greata marriage : Butitis but a baite, couc- 
ring the hooke, hony-poyſon, Theſe of all other 
are the moſt ſecretdeceits, which are thus gr” 

an 


—— 
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The eceltfulneſſe of _ heart: 


and masked with the diſguiſed pretences of ſpeciall 
loue and kindneſle. And therefore Salomon nor ig- 
1 norant hereof, when he commends bountieand mu- 
nificencein a Prince, hee aſlociates zr#tþ thereto. 
Boanty and truth dee guardihe King, that is to ſay, a 
erue (not a treacherous) bounty : for there is a falle 
and lying bounty , deceiving thoſe on whom ir is 
beſtowed. Andas in-the prouerbe, there are gif1- 
leſſe gifts : ſuch as was that of Saul to Danid; Bread 
in one hand,a ſtone inthe other. Infinite were it to 
ſpeake all that might be ſpoken here : It is ſo com- 
mon a practiſe in the world, yea, andit is ceunted 
wiſedome for men thus to waile their intents with pre- 
zences, their meaning with their words, that the truth 
| way be thought falſe, and falſhood true. When they 
meane to /?rikethe bead with one hand, they will 
firſt froke it with the other ;, or,as he ſayes, with one 
hand they wil! claw on the head, with the other ſmite on 
the cheeke, The tale-bearer when he comes to ſet his 
brothers good name at ſale, how cunningly, how ar- 
tificially will hee traduce ? meaning to #:rehis-bro- 
ther,he will firſt £:/e him. But well did Sa/omon pre- 
fer a friends wounds before ſuch kiſſes: for theſe kiiles 
are Indas killes: They wound morally, the other me- 
dicinaly, Therefore excellently doth Salomon chara- 
Acer him, The words of the whiſperer { as Tremelins 
reads it) ere like to the words of thoſe that are often 
| knocked: but they goe downe into the vow-ls of the belly, 
Sodcepely doc they pierce: When he begins fir co 
| open his packe, hce will fetch a dceepe ſigh, pro- 
fefling that becauſe of his great loneto the party, 
heis very ſorryfor him ; and (o atlength with a fad 
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. comes the ſlander : Loc,a cunning cranke of deepe 
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countenance, witheyes caſt downes with a ſlow and 
lamenting voyce, as though the offence of his bro- 
ther were to him as a blow with a cudgell , our 


anddiuelliſh deceitfulnes, ſo to diſguiſe marihering 
malice, that it ſhall be taken cuen for worher ly mercy, 
to lament and cry,as if himſelfe were beaten, whileſt 
he with the ſcourge of his viperous rongue vnmer- 
cifully laſheth others. 

So allo vnder the colour of zeae and hatred a- 
gainſt ſin,doe ſome couer their hatred againſt mens 
perſons, in their bitter cenſuring of them: And o- 
thers vnder the colour of gining thankes vnto God, 
hide their vaine oſtentation of their owNne vertues, 
as that Phariſee, that ſaid 5 Lord, 1 thanke thee, 1 am 
not as this Publicane. But as Chryſoſtome layes , this 
would not ſerne bis turne: for it « no thankſ-gining to 
youu others faults, and boaſtinely t0 inſult oxer | 
thoſe that hane done amiſſe. 

But heere we ſhould doethe the Church of Rome 
iniurictoleauc her out, who indecde carricth away 
the bell-from all others in this kinde of deceirfull 
painting and colouring: vnderthename of Chriſts 
Sponſe playing the filchy Harlot ; vnder the title of 
the Church, fighting againſt the Church ; vader 
the colonr of Religion , taking away the vigoar of 
it, andin a word, making the ſhew of godlineſſeto be 
onely acloche of wickedneſſe. I would rather ſer out 
this in Maſter Foxes words, then in mince owne, he 
hath ſo ligely andin theright colours deſcribed, or 
rather deformed this monſter ; thus writing ofher : 
« As indo@rine, ſoin order of life, and deepehy- 

pocriſie 


| 
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« nocrifie was {he corrupted, doing all things vnde! 
*«<pretences & diſlembled titles. Vaderthe pretence 
« of Peters Chaire, they cxerciſed a Maieſtic abouc 
« Emperors & Kings: vnder the viſor of their vowed 
« chaſtity raignedadultery : vader the cloake of pro- 
< fefled pouerty,they polleſſed the goods of the tem- 
© poralty:vndertheritle of being dead tothe world, 
« they not onely raigned inthe world, butalſo ruled 
« the world:vnderthe colour of the kejes of Heauen 
*ro hang vnder their girdle, they broughtall the e- 
« ſtates ofthe world vnder their girdle, & crept, nor 
*« only into the purſes of men,butalſo into their con- 
&« ſciences : they heard their confeſhons, they knew 
« their ſecrets, they diſpenſed as they were diſpoſed, 
« and looſed what them liſted. And ſo much for the 


firſt deceirfull difhmulation ofeuill to be dane. 


The ſecond is , whenthe euill which wee are rea- 
dy to doe, is yet, by a {ubtile kinde of violence, kept 
in, ſothat ic comes not forth into the outward a&. 
Thus many there are, that policiquely,by a ſmooth 
and cloſecarriage,ſmoothe, and prefle in many of 
their vices, which if they ſhould breake forth,might 
hinderthemin their oy non ordcfires. And exam: 
ple wee haue in Hamon; who, though inwardly he 
ſwelled with malice againſt Hordecaie, becauſe of 
his ſtiffe knee and Routheart; yet, asthe Scripture 
ſayes, he refrayned himſelfe; he brake not forth into 
any diſtemper of words but craftily conccaled and 
confined hisanger within the bounds of his owne 
boſome, leſt otherwiſe the ſuccefle of his blaudy 
plot, already aſſented to by the King , might hauc 


beene bindred ; whenas by this mcanes, the grofſe 
| _ abuſe 
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abuſe of the King in his falſe ſuggeſtions againſt rhe 
lewes, and feigned pretences otthe publike good, 
would ſoone hauecometo light, and that the true 
cauſe was but a matter of priuare ſplcenc againſt 
HMordecai. T hus many, whilcſt they are in petition 
of ſome office, or in expeation of lome profit or 


| preferment, how witty , how wily arethey in the 


diembling of their ercedy , griping , cruell, ambi- 
rious, auaritious, and other vitious diſpoſitions, 
which might make.any rub in their way ? There 
arcnotſomany , nor ſo cunning deuices for the hi- 
ding of natural infirmitics of the body (as the croo- 
kednefle of th: legges, or backe, want of a tooth, or 
ancye, or ſuch like) as in ſuchcaſcsthe deceifull 
heart will finde outfor the hiding of the vnnaturall 
deformities of the ſoulc. But let once their deſires be 
granted, then they ſhew chemſclucs ; then the wa. 
ters before ſtoptand dammed vp, runne ouer, and 
rage furiouſly, Hence it was that the Prophet well 
acquainted with the craft of theſe foxes, prayes; Let 
not the wicked hane his deſire, O Lord, perfor me not bis 
thought, leſt he be proud. Why , was hce not proude 
before? Yes, in his very wiſhes he was proud , bur 
then pride was locked vp, and impriſoned; now 
his defire being ſatisfied, it would walke abroad 
and play reakes : The meaning then of the Pro- 
phet is, that the wicked, that before the obtaine- 
ment of hls purpaſe was proud inwardly , bur yer 
in policie repreſſed it, would now bee proud out- 
wardly , and open the flood-gates, that the current 
might runneamaine. And ſurely ſo it is oftentimes, | 
that as Saul hid himfelfein the fiuffe , when he was 


to * 
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T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart.” 


| 
| to be choſen King; lo the wicked in thelike cafes, 
when they looke, cither by ele&ion,or other means, 
ro get this or thar, very cloſely hide, though nor with 
Saul, themſelues, yet thcir filthy ſtuffe and baggage 
within? And that with no leſſe (ubrill leights,then 
once Rahell hid the Idolls, R4had the Spics : They 
will make cuen choſe that doe more narrowly marke 
them, belecue, that they haue diſcarded, and ſent 
away packing thoſe corruptions, which yer lye fe. 
cretly harboured in thecloſets of their hearts. As 
Rahab tore the lerichuntines in hand, the [l[raclires 
werzgone away, when as they hy bid vnder the 
ſalkes of Flaxe, vpon the roofe of the houſe : Such 
ftaikes of Flaxe , ſuch cloakes of ſhame,as the Apoſtle 
ſpeakerh, as it were the corne ragges, and worne 
ſh102s of thoſe guilefull Giveonttes, have all ſach that 
walkecraf.ily , to bide th:ir filchineſſe from theeyes 


fitly hath called chem generations of Yipers; for as the 
Viper hath his teeth buticd in his gummes, lo char 
one would thinke it were a harmelefſe beaſt, and 
could not bite ſo alſo have theſe deceirfull hypos 
crites their ſecret corners and conueyances, wherein 
they ſo cunningy couch their wickednefſe, that one 
would take them, of all others, to be the moſt inno- 
cent. To this appertaineth that ſimilitude of our 
Sauiour, Luke 11. 44.1/70e beto you Scribes and Phari 

ſes, hypocrites, for yee are as granes which appeare nor, 
and the men that walk: outer them perceiue not. Asthe 
deepegraue hides the ſtincking carkaſe, and keepe: 
in the ſtench from offending any mans ſmell, that 
men walke ouerthem, and yer neuer perceiue the 
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abuſe of the King in his falſe ſuggeſtions againſt the 
lewes, and feigned pretences otthe publike good, 
would ſoone bauecometo light , and that the true 
cauſe was but a matter of priuare ſplcenc againſt 
Hordecai. T hus many, whileſt they are in petition 
of ſome office, or in exp«ation of lome profit or 


| preferment, how witty, how wily arethey in the 


diſembling of their ercedy , griping , cruell, ambi- 
rious, auaritious, and other vitious diſpoſitions, 
which might make.any rub in their way ? There 
arcnotſomany , nor ſo cunning deuices for the hi- 
ding of natural! infirmities of the body (as the croo- 
kedneflc of th: Iegges, or backe, want of a tooth, or 
ancye, or ſuch like) as in ſuchcaſcsthe deccifull 
heart will finde out for the hiding of the vn»aturall 
deformities of the ſoule. But let once their deſires be 
grantcd, then they (ſhew chemſclucs ; then the wa. 
ters before ſloptand dammed vp., runne ouer, and 
rage furiouſly, Hence it was that the Prophet well 
acquainted with the craft of theſe foxes, prayes; Let 
not the wicked hane his deſire, O Lord, performe not hi 
thought, leſt he be proud. Why , was hce not proude 
before? Yes, in his very wiſhes he was proud , bur 
then pride was locked vp, and impriſoned; now 
his defire being ſatisfied, it would walke abroad 
and play reakes : The meaning then of the Pro- 
phet is, that the wicked , that bcetore the obtaine- 
ment of hfs purpaſe was proud inwardly, bur yer 
in policie repreſſed it, would now bee proud out- 
wardly, and open the flood-gates, that the currcnr 
might runneamaine. And ſurely ſo it is oftentimes, 


that as S4#/ hid himfelfe in the fiuffe , when he was 
to 
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to be choſen King ſs the wicked in thelike caſes, 
when they looke, cither by eletion,orother means, 
ro get this or thar, very cloſely hide, though nor with 
Sanl, themſelues, yet their filrby ſtuffe and baggage 
within? And that with noleſſe (ubrill leights,then 
once Rahell hid the dolls, R4had the Spics : They 
will make cuen choſe that doe more narrowly marke 
them, belecue, thatthey haue diſcarded, and ſent 
away packing thoſe corruptions, which yet Iye ſc. 
cretly harboured in thecloſets of their hearts. As 
Rahab hore the lerichuntinesin hand, the [lraclires 
werzgone away, when as they hy bid vnder the 
ſtalkes of Flaxe , vpon the roofe of the houſe : Such 
ftalkes of Flaxe , ſuch cloakes of ſhame,as the Apoſtle 
ſpeakerh, as it were the corne ragges, and worne 
ſh102s of choſe guilefull Giveonites, have all ſuch that 
walkecraf.ily , to bide th:ir filthineſſe from theeyes 


ficly hath called chem generations of Yepers; for as the 
Viper hath his teeth buricd in his gummes, (o thar 
one would thinke it were a harmelefle beaſt, and 
could not bite ſo alſo have theſe deceirfull hypos 
crites their ſecret corners and conueyances, wherein 
they ſo cunningy couch their wickedneſſe, that one 
would take them,of all others, ro be the moſt inno- 
cent. To this appertaineth that ſimilitude of our 
Saviour, Luke 11. 44./oe beto you Scribes and Phari 
ſes, hypocrites, for yeeare 45 granes which appeare not, 
ani the men that walk: outer them perceiue not. Asthe 
deepegraue hides the ſtincking carkaſe, and keepe: 
in the ſtench from offending any mans ſmell, that 
men walke ouer them, and yet never perceiue the 
2 eutl' 


of the world. In which regard the Scripture very |} 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


cuill ſauour that is within : ſo thedeepe and difſem- 
bling hart ofman is acunning digger of ſuch graues, 
nay,it ſelfe, as it were, isa graue , wherein thcir rot- 
tonneſſe and corruption lics ſo cloſely coucred, that 
hardly the ſharpeſt noſes ofſuch as conuerſe with 
them ſhall bee ableto ſmell them out. So powerfull 
is polzcie in the wicked to reſtraine theircorruption 
from ſcandalous eruption; more by farr, fometimes, 
than is grace in ſome that are truely religious. For, 
looke how 7ſaack made ſhew of ſtrangeneſle with 
Rebecca his wife, when the knowledge of that neere- 
neſſe might hauc hazarded his life : ſo doe euill men 
counterfeit a kinde of ſtrangeneſſe, eucn with their 
beſt beloued ſinnes , where open familiaritic might 
be dangerous : But as 7/aack was at length diſcoue- 
red, when 46bimelech ſaw him ſporting with her: ſo 
theſe cloſe companions,letthem be heeded continu» 
ally,bur with ſomething more attentiue an cye, and 
it will be hard but ſometime or other wee (hall rake 
them napping, and (as beggars fayning lamenefle 
without their crutches, without their veiles,) cucn 
very familiarly ſporting themſclues with thoſe fins, 


by the crafty forbearance whereof. they formerly 


decciued vs. 

Thethird deceit in diſimulation is,todiſlemble and 
conceale euill already done- The trumpet, when 
ſhe hath eaten /tollen bread, yet ſhe hath ſuch a dex- 


| zeritie in the wiping of her lippes , that nottheleaſt 


crumme ſhall hang on to bewray her , northe leaſt 
ſignc of her wantonneſle ſhall appeare: And there- 
fore boldly ſhe ſaics, 7 have dove no wickedneſſe. And | 


this ſhee carries ſo cloſely fromtheeye of the aw : 
that | 
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that Solomon ſhewes it to beeas hard to fiad ir our, 
as thoſe things which are hardeſt; namely, as the 
way of an Eagle inthe ayre, not to bee ſceneaſteronce 
flowne away z #he way of a Serpent ona ſtone, gliding 


away without leauing any imprefſion of her body 


behinde, and afterward creeping into ſome hole of 


theearth ; 1he-way of a Ship in the Sea, (wiftly carried 


away with the windes; and laſtly,s the way of a man 
withemaide,thatisacloſeand a chaſte virgin, that is 
kept cloſe from the acceſle of ſtrangers. Looke how 
bard it is for a man iudged vawortby, to get an ho- 
neſt modeſt virgin , kept cloſe in her parents houſe 
(which is made no lefle difficult then to get a flying 
Eagle ) ſo hard it is to diſcouer a whore, to con- 
vince her of her wickedneſle. 7hws &s the way of an 
adultreſſe, thatis, as hard to finde out any of the 
foure fore-mentioned things. Her deccitfull heart is 
ſofrvicfull a hatcher of thitts and cnafions. And this 
is naturall co all the Sonnes of 1Ydaw, after the cx- 


ample oftheir Father , when they haue done evill, 


preſently to runneintothe thickets to ſeeke out co- 
uerlets to hide their nakednefle. Sometimes by 
groſſe and palpable lying , otherwhiles by the nea. 
ter and finer kinde of lying; I meanethat ſophiftical 
leſaiticall equinocation : atricke the Diuell their ma- 
ſter hath-taught.them by his @wne example; but ſo 
much the worſe in them then in him , for that hee 
equiuacated to hide his jen9r4vce of that which hee 
could nor, reueale: theſe equiuocate to hide their 
knowledge of that they can and oughtto reveale: 
for being ſometimes poſed with ſamequeſtious con- 
cerning futurceuents, and not knowing well what 
C3 to 
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H be a deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. ” 
toanſwere, and yet not willing to loſe his credir 
with his blinde worſhippers, cither by ſilence or 
plaine ſpeech, he ſhaped his anſweres in ſuch an am- 


biguous bouering manner, that, which way ſoeuer 
the euent ſhould fall our, it could nor ſall our amiſſe 


—_— 


| to his anſwer; becauſe being vphelde with this 


prop of Equiuacation, it wculd fland true crcn-in 
contrary events. Thus when in his Prophets he was 
demaunded by 4hab concerning his going to warre. 


| againft Ramorh Gilead, and the ſuccefiethereof, hee 


anſwered, Goe the Lord will deliver it into the hands of 
the King : Yea, but of what King, thou lying cqui- 
uocating Spirit? whether into the hands of the ad- 
verſary King to bee ſubdued, or of it owye King to be 
reſcued and delivered? This hee determines nor, 
but ſpeaketh ſuſpencely and vncerrainely,to gull 4- 
hab,and make lim runne head-long vpon his owne | 
deſiruRion. And yet here once againe, marke how 
the Diucls equimocating is notall- out ſo bad asthe 
leſuices: for hee confefleth bis equiuocating to. bee 
plaine lying; 1 will gee ſaith he, and bee a lying ſpirit 
in the mouthes of the Prophets, Hee was onely an | 
equiuecativg ſpirit in their mouthes : for the words 
in fome ſenſe, and as the Diuell might. interprer 
them , might bee true, and yet hee graunts that his 
wordes, though neuer ſo qualified with equiuoca- 
ting quirkes, were no better then lyes. But the Teſu- 
ites, not hauing ſomuch as the Diuels ingenuity in 
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them,ſticke notto iuſtifie their equiuocations as juſt 
and Jawſull.. The wicked deccitfulncſſe whereof 
the Divels praQiſc, even of it ſelfe alone., without 
his confeſſion, is ſufficient to diſcouer: for ( beſides 


th 
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the | 


The decrirfulneſſe of mans heart. ; 


\ the example already mentioned, and his daily pra- 
Aiſein his crooked Oracles among the heathen :) 
Thus dealt heat he firſt with our firſt Parents, tel- 
ling them, that by cating the forbidded fruit, their 
eyes fhonld bee opened, and they ſhould bee as Gods, 
knowing good and exill, Now the knowledgeof euill 
is two-fold : 1. A pure and ſmple knowledge of it, 
in it ſelfe.2. A feeling and experimentall knowledge 
 ofitin oar ſclues. The Diuell indeed meant onely 
this latter , poſſeſling yer the mindes of 1dam and 
Eue with an apprehenſion, and expcRation, of the 
| former. Now itthe Diuel ſhould hauc been challen- 
ged for deceiving , had not his defence beene readie 
with this ſhicld of equiuocation? might he not have 
ſaid even that which Moſes, bauing reference to this 
his fpeach ſpeaketh, ver/.7. why ? arenot my words 
truc ? are not your eyes naw opened to ſee your er- 
rour, which before you ſaw not? doe not you know 
your [cluesto bee naked , and fo have not you thar 
knowledge ofcuill, which [ promiſed, even aknow- 
ledgeariling out of your owne experience? and yet 
for all chis, Pasl for this fatcals hima coſener, and 
our Saviour a murtherous lyer. This wont of his 
hee kept with Ehbrift bimſelte ; when ſhewing him 
onely the ſhadowes and imaginary repreſentations 
of things , hee ſayde, 44 theſe will Iginethee. A 
great catch ſure;even iuſt nothing. Thus alſo play- 
ed he with Sas/, raking vpon him to fore-tell future 
euentsin the hands of God , To morrow thou and thy 
ſonwes ſhall be with me, that is, ſhalldye. How came 
the diuell to be of Gods coun(ell ,' that he can ſocer- 
| bogs determinethe end of any mans daycs, which 
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are numbred with God? no, hee doth nor define it 
certainely, but ſpeakes darkely. and deceitfully : for 
[:0 merrow| doth not onely ſignifie the day immeai- 
ately foliewing ; but alſo, the time tocome macfinitely, 


| and at large;asin that ot our Sauiour, Care not for 10 


morrow, and in that of God, When thy ſoune ſhall aske 
thee to merrow, What is this ? that is, hereafter,in the 
time to come;and in that of the Poet , Seeke vor what 
ſhall bee morrow , and I care onely for to day : who 
knowes to morrow ? Now indcede Sau/ did not dye 
the next day afterthis conference, as will appeare 
to the more diligent peruſer ofthe whole context 
of that Hiftory : yet Sathan ſeeing ſomelikelyhoods 
ofit,ventred ſo to ſpeake,as if rhe next day he ſhould 
have dyed ;-but with all, becauſe hee was not ſure of 

| it, hee ſo tempred his ſpeech with the ambigyitie of 
the word, 10 morrow, that his credit might be ſaucd, 
though Sau/ bad not dyed tilla yeerc after. Thus we 
ſee how the Dwell,as be is the Father of ;yes in gene- 
rall,ſo alſo ofthis more handſome and cleanly man». 
ner of lying, wherewith the deceitful! heart of man | 
vſcth rodiflemble, and hide it ſhame. Nor but thar | 
it aboundeth with varictic of divers other ſuch | 
like knacks and deviſcs. For we ſee how Dazidcould 
oe about ro cloke bis adultery: firſt , by ſending 
for Yrish home,and tben commaunding him to goc 
eo his wife :ſecondly., when this tooke not, by ma-. 
king him drunk,thinking wine would perſwade him 
better then words: thirdly,when neither this would 
 fadge, by murchcring ofhim, and marrying of his 


| wile. Butof all other fetches, none to this of the ar- 
| tificiellye , dilguided by equinocarion : all other lyes 
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T he deceirfulneſſe of mans beart: 
| are the Diuels brats, 70bn 8. 44- but this is his firſt 
borne; and this is moſt in requeſt with his Schol- 


lersatthis day , and therefore wee haue the longer 


inſiſted vpon it, And ſo much for diihmulation of 


cuill, 
Diſſembling of go2d is, when wee concealeand 
ſmoother chat grace and conſcience which is in vs, 


being in ſuch places and companies, where ſuch | 


thinges may bee preiudiciall vato vs. Thus many 
Proteſtants, being in places of Idolatrie, honour the 
Maſle with their preſence. Thus many of the con- 
uerted Corinthians, ouer-taken with the humane 
temptation, as Paultermethit, that is, a temptation 
ariſing from human: frailry ;too much fearing men, 
gratified their Idolatrous acquaintance with their 
preſence at the idols feaſts. And ſoby an outward 

(hew of {dolatrie , they did hide that inward hatred 
of Idolatry that the Lord had wrought in them. 
| | Thus alſo did Peter himſelfe, over-come with the 
ſame temptation ; 1#d4ize in the preſence of the 
[ewes , conforming himſelfe ro their Ceremonies, 
contrary to his owne, both knowledge, 14#75,10.15. 

28. and former practiſe, Gal. 2. 12, And thus ſome 
profeſſors being in the company of the prophaae, 


will not ſticke to game, to gufle, and ſweare with | 


chem: every way ſo carrying themſclues, that they 
feeme to care for nothing more in ſuch companies, 
then chat their language may not bewray them to 
be Galilazns, or their countenance to bee fuch as 
thoſe which are going vp to /ero/alezs. O my bro- 
ther , whata ſhameis this for thee, to be alhamed of 
that which is thy Crownegthy glory? How FR_ 

| | thy 
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| ofglory and maicſtie? Ifit were a ſhame for Dauid 


T bedeceirfulneſſe of wans heart, 
thy art thou of the graceof God, who offerelt ir, 
and fo God himſclfc ſo 'vile an indignitie? If it be a 
ſhame among men for a childe, though neuer fo 
much aduanced aboue his poore father , to bee a- 


ſhamed of him in regard of his meanneſſe, what then 
for vs to be alhamed of our heauenly Father, fo full 


tro play the naturall foole, much more for a Chri- 
ſtiantoplay the prophane foole , to make ſhew of 
wickedneſle. Surely yet of the two deceits, this is 


farre the worſe, to make men belceue wee are not | 
religious when wee are, then contrarily. True in- | 


dcede; The lip of excellencie doth not become afoole: it 


is naught when wicked men will be vſing gracious | 
ſpeech, to ſeemereligious : but much leſle doth lying | 
beſeeme a worthy man : It is farre worſe when good | 
men will vſe the faſhion ofthe wicked. For in the | 


difſembling of vice, and fayning of godlines,though 
we doc hurt to our ſclues, yet wee may doe good to 
others by our example; cauſing them to doe thatin 


truth, which our ſclucs doe onely in hypocriſie. As | 


oftentimes ſtage-plaicrs,by fayned mourningwring 
forth true tcares out of the ſpeRators eyes. But in 
the dilembling of ur grace, and making ſemblance 
of wickednes,as we hurt our owne, fo alſo the ſoules 


of many others, fleſhing and hardning themſclues | 


in ſinne, by ourcxample. 

But heere, happily, ſame will ay, that it is impoſ- 
ſible for any to fainc himſelfe to be wicked ; fora(- 
much as none cancounterfeit wickednefle by doing 
thatwhichis good : and hee that doth that which 
is evill, is no counterfeit, buta wicked man indeed. 
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The deceirfulneſſe of mans hears. 


4nſw. t. There are many indiffcrent aftionsin 
chemſclues, which yet havean appearance ofcuill, 
by the doing whereof a man may faine wickedaecſle, 

2. In many euill ations thereis a two-fold cuill, 
Firſt , the cuill it ſelfe that is done : Secondly, the 
cuill. chat is ſignified by that which is done. As in 
loſephs ſwearing by the life of Pharaoh , in Peters Ty- 
daizing , in /ehoſbaphats ioyning with Abad inaffini- 
tic, and ſociety. of warre : belides the cuill of the 
ations themſelues, there isa further.cuill hgnified , 
nam*ly,that 7o/ephis as prophane as the e£gip1rens. 
!ehoſhaphat as idolatrous as Ahab,Peter as luperſtiri- 
ous asany ofche Tewes. Now, howſocuer they that 
doecuill are indeedceuill in regard of che firſt kinde | 
ofcuill,yernot in regard of the ſecond. VVhen a pro: | 
feffor weares long hayre, hee doth cuill,butyer hee | 
is not cvill in that kinde of wickedneſle, which this 
ation ſcemes to import. For to were long haire | 
is commonly a badge of a royfter, or ruffan, yet 
| the profefſoris not ſuch a one indeede. And there- 
fore hc makes ſhew of thateuill to bein him, which 
indeed is not. .*For, as a man may bce-lyc himſelfein 
- words , as hee that told Danid hee had laine Saul, 
when indcede hee had not; ſo allo in his deedes, 
which alſo hauc their language. And this is, when 
wee doc ſomeleſſer cuill, that carries with it afoule 
note, and ſhrewd ſuſpition of a greater cuill,of the 
which yet weare innocent. If /9ſeph with his mouth 
ſhould haue ſaid , I care for the true God as little as | 
thee&z7ptians, who ſceth not but that hceſhould 
hauc fained that wickedneſle to. bee in himſclfe, 
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which in truth was not ? Now, by ſweariagby Gar | 
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28 T he deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 
raoks lifein efte&the ſaid as much. 
Theſe be the deceits of Diſcimulation : The deceit 
of Simulation is ſpecially that, whereby men make 
ſhew of char grace and godlineſſe which either they 
haue not art all, or elſe not in that meaſure they 
make (hew of, being ſpecially ſwayed with theſini- 
fter reſpeRs of gaine and glory. To make ſhew of 
moregrace then indeede is, may de incident ro the 
godly: bur co make ſhe of grace when there is not 
any at all, no not fo much as the lcaft likingof it, 
this is peculiar to the wicked. With whom that 
miſchieuous Machienilian precept ſo much preuay- 
Machiaxils. | leth ; T hat verine it ſelfe ſhould not be ſonght afier but 
—_ onely the appearance; becanſe the credit rs a helpe,the vſe 
4 cumber. Wherefoe as 1akob to get 1/acks bleſſing 
put on Eſeascloathes; ſo doe theſe hypocrites, to 
get the bleffing and praiſe ofmen,, in outward ha- 
bice apparrell themſclues like Chriftians. And as 
Jakob thereby deceiued 1/ack , ſo doe theſe often- 
times the moſt judicious Chriſtians ; like as the 
figge-tree with her leaues deceived Chriſt, and as 
the empty boxes in Apothecaries ſhops , with their 
faire titles written vpon them, deceiue the igno- 
rant commers in. Though their hearts be baſe, and 
vile earthen pots, yet they muſt be ouer-laide with 
the ſilucr drofle of glozing, and glorious wordes. 
Thus hypocrites ſpeake nor ot of , but contrary to 
the abundance of their hearts. When their lips, 
likegood mens, ſcatter knowledge, their hearts at 
the ſame time, naughtineſſe. They know them- 
Pro.2.3- ſclues to hauc Lions reeth , and yer womens hairs muſt 
Renelg,s, | Ol; tobeeWolnes, and yet ihe ſheepescloarhing muſt | 
464 at on; 


C wy 
—— - : . ;* 
bd 
F ; +97 


_ 2.Simulatien, 


T he deceiifulneſſe of ow heart. 
on, to be dragons,and yet the lambes hornes muſt on; 


lettered and va-nurtured ruſtickes wore the rough 
garment of the Prophets z namely, to deceive. Some 
Painters haue had ſuch agift in the liucly expreſ- 
ſing of the formes of Birds and other Bealts , that 
erue Birds and liuing Beafls haue beenedecciued in 
raking them for their mates. But the hypocrite puts 
downe the Painter : for by his glozing andgliſte- 
ring ſhewes, inall outward workes he doth ſo per- 
feMtly reſemble the true Chriflian, that he decet- 
ueth not, as the Painter, filly Birds, but reaſonable 
men ; yea, learned and experienced Chriſtians. 
Whence it commeth to paſſe , that as the Horſe 
neighed at the piure of a Horle, as if it had beene a 
true horſe, and as the Calfe in the Epigramme, went 
ro ſucke the teates ofa painted Cowe;locuen ſome- 
time the wiſclt Chriſtians, alike decciued with the 
counterfeits, embrace and entertaine them as their 
fellowes, thinking to ſucke ſome ſweetnefle of grace 
out of them: for as the e&g1pr/an Tuglers outwardly 
repreſented Moſes miracles, and ſo deceived Pha. 
ra%h : ſo doe hypocrites the pietie and zeale of Chri- 
ſtians, and thereby bleare the eyes of the godly. 
Nay, oftentimes, as falſe goldin gliſtering goes be- 
yond true, and once their hyred mourners in la- 
mentation , beyond the deceaſed parties owne 
friends ; and fawning flatterers in outward com- 
plements of friendſhip, beyond true friends them- 
(clues; ſo may hypocrites in outward workes ſeeme 
to carry itaway from the ſoundeft Chriſtians. Hy- 
pocriſic , though it be but the Ape of Chriſtianitie, 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
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and propoundeth it onely for outward imitation ? 
yet hcere for all that,the 7mitarion exceedeth in ſom 
points the ſimple,the picFure,the patterne, Is the true 
Chriſtian hot in prayer?he will ſweat - Is he ſomething 


more ſorrowfull ? he will weepe and blabber, In prea- | 


ching cryes he? he will roare. In hearing doth be bur 
lift vp his 44d ? he will lift vp his v9/ce. Doth hee 
but /ieh ſoftly ? he will cry out amaine, Doth he run? 
he will ga/op. Doth the true-hcarted Publicanelnoke 
with his eycs on the ground? the hypocricicall 
lewes will hang downe their heads like Bu{ruſhes, 
when yet their hearts ſtand vpright enough. Doth 
Timothie weaken his conſtitution by abſtinence ? 
the Phariſce will neyer giue ouer till his complexi- 
on bee wholy withered and wanzed. Dorh Pau! 
corre his body with milder corre&ion, as it were 
a blow on the cheeke ? the 7eſuire will martyr his 
fides with his ſeuerer diſcipline of Scorpions : Whi- 
ther will not prideand vain-glory ſpur on the hypo- 
crite ? Gods glory carries the ſincere Chriſtian no 
further then ro <Martyrdome, there is the higheſt 
pitch of outward workes, performable by a Chri- 
ftian; and yet vaine.glory driues the hypocrite thi- 
ther allo. As Saint Aſter notably ſhewes, writing 
vpon thoſe words of the Pſa/miſt; Thon knowe#t the 
ſecrets of the heart : that for thy ſake weare ſlaine con. 
<* rznually, What meanes this (ſaith the learned Fa- 


occulia que 
occulla ? &F6. 


&« ther) he: knowes the ſecrets of our hearts ? what 
© betheſe ſecrets ? Surely theſe , thar for thy ſuke 
© wee are ſlaincall the day long. Thon and I may 
«{zcaman tobeſlaine ; bur why hee is {14ine thou 
| *canſt not tell : This God knowes; it is hidden 


oe ee er nr ——_— 


— 


from 


| | The deccitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


«from vs, cuen in the very Catholique Chuch : 


| © Thinke yeethere neuer were any Cacholiques , or 


«that now there may noc bee ſome, that would 
« ſiffer onely tor the praiſe of men? If there were 
<« not fuch kinde of men, the Apoſtle would not 
« haue ſaid, Though ] giue my body co be burned, 


| *«and hane not charity, [ am noting. There ray 


be ſome ther. fore that may doethis, rather in the 
vanity of boaſting, then in the ſiccerity of loue. 
So farre Aufen. Whereby it may calily appeare 
how ſtrarge are the feates and faynings of mans 


| deceitfull heart. lugglers deluſions are morecalily 


cſpiable then theſe of a falſe and fayning hearr. 
Hence it is that in Scripture hypocriſie is compa- 
red to /eaven, which our eyes cannot diſtinguiſh from 
dowe by the colour; but onely our palate by the 14/?, 
Our hands are more competent Iudges for theſe de- 
c:iucrs, then our eares; which wil! ſvone be bewit- 
ched with their goodly, and glorious words, Bur 
letvs begin to handle them but alittle, and preſently 
we (hall feele ſuch roughneile, ſuch a tho-nineſſe, 
chat wee may truely ſay The voice of 1acob ; but the 
hands of Eſay. | 

And thus much briefly for the firſt branch of this 
doArine of the hearts deceitfulnefle, T he ve where- 


| ofis two fold. 


Fiiſt , to teach vs wiſedome and warineſle in gi- 
 ving entertainement in our heartsto others ; that 
wee do2 not preſently ſct.open the dooresto let in 
all, No, though they be ſuch as come commended 
vnto vs, With 1llthe grace that outward ſhewes can 
lend them. Otherwiſe, if wee be negligent herein, 
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as | 


7 
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. Potes (mim Vis | 
d re mortificari 
hammem: quare 
metificetur neſ 
cis ? Deus hog 
nouit. Res iN 
occultoeſt,o7hc. 
qui canſa huma- 
12 glorie patc- 
Yextar. 

D uihocfacerent 
iaftatione magis 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
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Rom.16.18, 
2.Pert 2. 
Colo, 2. 


Matth,7-16. 
interpreted. 


as once jthe Patriarkes by their readinefſe to ho- 
ſpitalitie, inſtead ofmen, receiued holy Angels ; ſo 
wecontrarily , by our readineſle to beleete, making 
our hearts common Innesforenery oneto lodge in, 
inſtead of holy Angells, may quickly receiue the 


foule and filthie Fiends : for falſe prophets them- | 


ſelues, as Chriff tels vs, come z# fheepes cloathing,and 


ſo the Diucll himſelfe rrensfignred into an uaneel of | 


(: 
ſclues before /eremy,deſiring his praier,his counſel], |. 


light .How humbly did thoſe caprains preſent them- 


and promiſing obedicnce? and yetthey had reſol- 
ued before-hand what to doce,and did butdiſſemble 
intheir bearts, in their ſo religious a ſhew of com- 
ming to the Prophet. How eaſily may good Jere- 
mic be deceiucd with ſuch faire ſhewes? In the A- 
poſiles times did not the falle Seducers , which ſer- 
ued not the Lord 7eſ#s, but their owne bellies, yet 
with faire and flattering ſpeech deceiue the hearts 
ofthelimple, and make marchandiſc of their ſoules ? 
Did they not makegreat ſhewes of more then ordi- 
nary bumility and mortification ? or whatauſteriry 
is thereamong the Papiſts, or what zeale in wooing 
and winning of Proſclites , with which that of the 
Phariſces may not compare ? Try wee then the 
Spirits before wee traſt them : for though men may 
compole their faces and fafhions to neuer ſogreat 


ſhewes of pietie, yet for all that ſeven abhominations 
may lye couched in their deceitfull hearts : And 
therefore, when our Saujour tells vs, that by their 
fruits we ſhall know falſe Prophets, hee mcaneth not 


ſo much the fruits of their lives , which in outward 
appearance, and in theiudgement of men,may be as 


— —— 


| 
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200d, as the true Prophets ; ( for they come in 
(heepes cloathing) as of their doftine; That we 
muſt heede ſpecially, trying ie by the word,and not 
bee carried away with the pompous oltentation, ci- 
ther of cheir words or workes. 

Soalſoamong ourleJues , we muſt not preſently 
reach forth rhe right hand of fellowſhip to every 
| one that beginnethtocry, Lord, Lord ; but firſt w2 
mult weigh them in the ballance of the Sanctuary, 
to ſee whether they becurrent mettall or no, [ehnes 
queſtions fic for all good Chriſtians, to propound 
ro ſuch as chu was), before they admir them into 
their ſociety, 15thy heart vpright ? As Chriſt would 
not truſt ſome that ſcemed torruſt him, becauſe he 
knew them well cnough, ſo neither ſhould we, be- 
cauſe we doe not know thm. See how ſcrupulous 
che Chriſtians were at firſt co receiue S. Paul into 
their company, which was not ſo much dainty nice- 
neſſezas inſt cautelouſneſſe, whereto the deceitfulnes 
ofmans heart doth necetfarily vrge vs. It is not good 
indeed to wrong any man with groundleſſe ſuſpitions, 
ſo neither is it good to wrong our ſclucs with oxer- 
eaſie crednlitie T he ſame ſpirie that ſairh, Charriie 
beleeneith al things, ſaith alſo that a foole beleenerh all 
things : And charitie is no foole. As itis not eaſily 
ſ#ſpiticrs, ſo neither lightly creduloue. 

Secondly,we muſt all take notice of this corrup- 
tion of our hearts, whereby weareready to deceiue 
our brerhren, what by ferenive, what by diflem- 
bling. As Saint 70hy ſpeaketh of ſinne in generall,ſo 
[ of this particular, If we ſay we haue no deccitful- 
neſle of heart, we decciue our (clues, &c, Wee arc 
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ready to take notice ofthis in others, and wee may 
heare foule mouthed perſons caſting the aſperſion 


of hypocriſie vpon ſuch as deſerue it farrelefle then 
themlelucs, For theſe carnal! and looſe Goſpelers , 
they, of all others, are the groſſeſt hypocrites, that | 
intheir outward profeflion they make in the pub- 
lique worlhip of-God, haue « forme of god/ineſſe, but 
indeed haue denyed the power thereof, being reprobate. 
{0 enery good worke, that by making covenant with 
Godin ſacrifice, ſeemeto be Saints, yet by breaking 
couenant in their ſlaunders, thefts, adulterics, ſhew 
themſclues to be Diels ; and therefore as the Di- 
uell in the Goſpell was commanded ſilence , when 
he began to take-the name of Icſus into his mouth, 
ſoalfſo theſe, #hat haſt thou to doe to take my name in- 
10 thy mouth, &rc, And yet theſe bypocrites that can 
not ſee the huge beame of hypocriſte in their owne 
eye, muſt needs bee tampering with' the little-mote 
intheir brethirens. O that once wee could learne to 
leaue this prying into others, and turne oureyes vp- 
on our ſclues; for the Prophet heere ſaith, The hearr 
not ofthis kinde of men, or that, butin gencrall cha. 
lenging vsall, The heart & deceitfall. Either then de- 
nie thy ſelfe to bea man, or confefle thy deceitful. 

nefle. And indecde whoſe heart is there that-can 
plead guiltleſſe ? who can with good conſcience be- 

fore Gods tribunall ſay, I am not ſowred with this 
leaucn? nay,how true is Sa/omons complaint, Enery 
man boaſteth of hs owne goedneſſe, but who ſhall finde 
4 faitbfull man? as in that one particular of /ibera/i1y, 
ſo in the generall of Chriſttanity , that performeth 


fall ont as muchin workes, as he maketh ſhew of in 
| | words, | 


—_ Hendon 


D—— 


PF | —— 


Fed, + 0 2 
OC PEERS 
7 
cots 


* G 
. 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans hears. 4 | 
a blacke Swan, an odde man, 


(carſe one of athouſand, to be wondred at without 
Squiours Ecce, Behold atrueTſraclite, &s- How -ma- 
ny coucrs and curtaines hath euery ones hcart 
dJrawne before it to hide 1!t ſelfe2 The eyes,thefore- 
head, the countenance lyc often, the tongue how 
ofren? whocan ſay of all chat cucr he hath written, 
thal S. Paw[ofhis Epiſtles to the Corinth : wee wrzre 
no other things then thoſe yon read? thatis,thar which 
you read written is in 


dced written as well in our 
hearts as in this paper 3 an 


countenance ,1 ſpeake no other things then thoſe 
you heare, I have no other face then that you ſee, 
which as the painted trumpet cannor ſay, ſo neither 
can the guilefull diſſembler that painteth oucr his 
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words. Such a one is 


4 ſo of his ſpeeches, and 


malicious and dogged countenance with laughter, 
and ſweet ſmiliings, and ſuch like ſemblance of faire 
and louely lookes; Ranſacke we therefore our OWNe 
hearts, and finding 20y of the vizors of deccitful- 
neſle, let vs takethem off by repentance. Thisis the 


beſt yncaſing of the hypocrite 3 namely , when he 
ſhall vn-caſc himſelfe : not when God ſhall vn-caſe 


him by iudging birm;but when he ſhall vn-caſe him- 
ſelfe by iudging, and humbling himſclfc : not when 


Ged (hall doe 1t 
formation: not when God ſhall walh out thy pain- 


tings with the daſhingtempeſts of his indgement, 
but when thy ſclfe ſhalt waſh them out with the 


Geete dew of thy repenting » 20d weeping eyes, 
being angry with thy ſc|fe for former deceit, an 


now turning ſhowes into ſubſtance, 


by condemnation;but himſelfe by re-. 
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The deceirfulneſſe of mans beart.  — | 
of ſimplicity, and lips of fincerity. Po/ue an ator on. 
the tage,in the repreſentation of griefe,remembring 
thedcath of his owne ſonne, fell from his pecrſonare . 
fained mourning to-weeping in good carneſt, and to 
cry out-amaine in the bitcernes of his ſpirit : ſo 
(houldeſt thou, who bitherto, as an atour on the 
Stage,oncly topleaſe men, haſt made ſemblance of 
repentance ; fall from thy fitions to repent ſeri- 
ouſly, and in good ſadnes. But alas, how many 
of vs doe quit: contrary to that of Po/ws ? for he per- 
formed the truth of that whereof onely the imir ati- 
onand reſemblance was expeecd ; we only the /ems- 
blance of that , whereof the verie 1r#th it ſelfe is ex. 
peRed. He wept indeed, when he was thought one- 
ly to counterfeit: we counterfeit griefe when we are, 
at leaſt would be chought to grieuc* indeede. But ir 
(hall be beſt for vs to imitate him,and in the middeſt 
of our hiſtrionicali and hypocritical! repentance, to 
eurne tothe true praiſe of repenrance, plucking off 
our vizors, and making our owne faces as faire as 
our vizors. [tis fearefull, which ſomerimes is repor- 
ted to haue fallen ont, when among a company of 
counterfeit Diuels on the Stage, the true Diuel] ſhall 
come inand chaſe away theſe fayned : burit is com- 
fortable, when among the company of many pain- 
red and pgildedpraces, the truth of grace it ſelfe at 
length commeth, cauſing all choſe ſhowes to goe a- 


— 


— 


way, aSthe body the ſhadow. 

Thus, if thine owne hand ſhall vn-maske thee, 
ie ſhall bee for thy credite , and comfort , if 
not, but thou wilt rather ſtay , till Gods hand 
come to vamaske thee, (for certainly euery hypo- 
"= crite | 
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maskedeicher by God or himſelfe; O happie hce 
that by-doing it himſelfe, can ſauc both Gad a la- 
bour,and himſclfe paine! Thou ſhalt find how feare- 
full a thing it is to fall inrothe hands of God, which 


ſhall plucke thy maske from thy face , and thy head | 


from thy body, both at once; he will vnuizour and 
vacolour thee thou coloured hypocrice, hee will 
ſtrike thee thou painted wall to thy ſhame and con- 
fuſion z ir may bee in this life, by giving thee 0- 
ver into the bends of Sathan, and the power of 
his temptations, that chou ſhouldeſt fall into Apo- 
ſtacie, and with Demes, imbrace ihe preſent world. 
For ſuch as profeſlc onely in bypocrifie, and to. 
gether with their outward profeſſion of the truth, 
receiue not inwardly the loue of the truth, vn- 
to ſuch the Lord ſhall ſend the efficacie of erronr , 
that they ſhould beleene lyes. Butif in this life, God 
thus detc& not thine «fs cares vader thy Lyons 
skin , afluredly hce will doe ir throughly in the 
life ro come at the laſt day, when hee ſhall trip 


| thee ftarke naked of all thy cloakes of craftineſſe , 


wherewith thou veiledſt thy ſhame herc,and pre- 
ſent thee before that generall aſſembly, 
as it were on the Stage, alaugh- 
| ingftocketo Menand 
Angels. 
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Two-fold. 


1. In themind 
and affe&ions 
ioyntly , ſhew- 
ingit ſelfein 
fore things. 


| x. In judging. 


7.Of our per- 
ſons; where- 


{ three dececirs. 


r. Deceir is, 
Thar wee are 
nor ſoill as we 
are; cither in 
regard of the 
rume. 
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& of mans heart, 


The deceirfulne 


Cnayp. III. | 
Of the deceit whereby wee inige onr ſelues not to be fo 
enill, as indeed we are. | 


<2 E hauc briefly runne ouer the former part 
N 7 of thc hearts deceitfulneſſe, whereby ir de- 
WILD cciuveth hers, not it ſel/e, with the ſeue- 
all parcels thereof: now wee come to the ſecond 
part .of deceitfulncſſe, and that farre morcdcepe 
and dangerous then the former ; namely, thar 
| which we may call /zlfe-deceir, whereby wee de. 
cciuceuen oxy ſe/ues, ſometimes together with, ſom- 
times againe wichour,decciuing others beſides. 
This deceitfulneſſe may be. conſidered either in 
the mindeor affetions 79yntly rogerher, or in theaf- | 
feftions ſeparately, and by 1hemſelues. Im” 
The former deccitfulncſTe ſhewes it ſelfe ſpecial- 
ly in foure things: 1.in;»dging: 2.in perſmading:3.in 
promiſing : 4. in pradtiſing. For the firſt, which isin 
indging,thoughit may ſec that indgement belongs 
properly tothe mind, yet becauſe herethe affeRions 
intcrpoſe themſclues, and the erroneous iudgement 
of the minde commonly recciueth it tinAure from 
. theaffeRions, I doe therefore equally intereſt both 
the minderand affections in this firſt deceir. Now the 
deccit of the heart: judging, is either in iudging of 
 ourperſons,or of our actions | 
Iniudging of our perſo#s there are ſpeciall three 
| deceits; whereof the firſt is, when wethinkegthrough 


 prideandignorance, that wee arenot ſo bad, as in; 
i eruth | 
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The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart, 
truth weare. And this deceit isnot onely inregard 
of that wee iudge of our {clues for the time preſent, 


buralſo paſt, and to come. 
For the time preſent, how many are there,groſe- 


no caſe they will be brought ro ſee or acknowlede? 
nay,ſfo farre are they blinded through/e/fe-/ove,and 
| ſelfe- deceit, that they will bee ar daggers-drawing 


Goſpell,that he is not vnix/?, nor an exror77oner, he 
chought himſelfe free enough from thoſe (ins, and 
yer our Sauiour, who could not be deceived, faſte. 
 neth chis impntation vpon that whole Tribe, that 
howſocuer the our-ſide ofthe cup and platter were 
very exquiſitely mundified, yet the in-lide was f## 
of ranenings,and wickedneſſe. Whereupon he exhor. 
teth them by Almes to make cleanc choſe Diſhes 
which eucn ſwimmed with bloud, in regard the 
meates in them were gotten by euill mcanes, as by 


their owne parents to offer to the Altar, that is in- 
deede,, to their paunches and purſes. Vas not this 
vniuftice and extorttion ; and yet becauſe it was 
| ſomething more'cleanely catried,and not ſo grofle, 

and apparant as that of the Publicenes, or common 
theeues,thetefore he bleſſeth himſelfe in a ſuppoſed 
freedome fromthat ſin, and triumpheth, ſaying, 7 
| 4m noextortioner ne vninuſt perſon: Nay,out ofthine 


ly tainted with many horrible Sinnes, which yet in | 


with any that ſhall offer to lay ſuch matters to their |. 
| charge. The Phariſce cackles and crakes in rhe | 


dcuouring of Widdowes houſes through colour of | 
long prayers; by teaching children enen to ſtarve | 


| owne mouth'ſhalt thou be iudged, thou deceirfiill | 


"4 


Phariſce; That ſhall caſt thee : For, when afterthiou | 
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__ 


is itthen forthec totalke of paying man his dues, 


. Not confidering that their prodigality cannot be [. 


ſayſt,wor as this publican; is not this ſhamefull iniu- | 
ſtice for thee 19 iudge another mans ſernant, that tan. 
deth or falleth 10 hu owne Maſter ? And when aftcr.- 
ward thou glorieſt in thine owne vertucs, of faſting 
and paying of tythes, as though by theſe things 
chou hadſt deſerued to be kept by God, from break- 
ing out intothe ſcandals of adultery and extortion, 
art not thou anextortioner in the higheſt degree, 
that gocſt aboot to extort and wring from God 
himſclfe his moſt precious treaſure his glory, which 
hee will not giuetoanother >? Thus many, with the 
| Phariſce, thinke themſelues innocent cnough of 
theft,and ſuch like crimes, and will wiſh they could 
no more bee touched with other ſinnes, when in- 
. deede they haue their hands very deepe in theſe 
tranſgreſſions ; vſually robbing their brethren of 
their good name, which being aboue filuer and gold, 
the theftthereofmuſt needs, proportionably p a- 
boue the theft of ſfiluer and gold, which is puniſhed | 
with the gallowes ; nay, robbing God himlſelfe of 

his worſhip z of his Sabbaoth, therime, and of his | 
Tithes,the props of his worſhip. What a mockery | 


tn. OR 


whenthoudenyeſt God his 2 Or isit theft to-rob. 
thy fellow ſubie&, and not to rob thy King, and 

Soueraigne? So againe, wemay heare others purge | 
themſclues of couetouſneſle, as rhough they were 

notatall givenchar way, onely vpon this ground, | 
becauſe they are no miching_ and ſcraping nig- | 
gards , but rather waſtfall and riotous ipalss.. 


vphcld, but by coueroulaciie , in ſeeking for more, 


——_— 
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then | 
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then God harh allotted, and that by vngodly and 
vniuft praiſes. So others free themſclues of pride, 
onely becauſe they exceed nor in their apparell, as 
others, when yet inwardly theyare ſwollen with 
ſelfe-conceit, and no men thinke better of them- 
ſelues; then they doe. Our ruffling and ſwaſhing 
cutters, with whomea word anda 6/ow,a lyeand a 
' fabbe,thinke themſelues of an heroicall ſpirir, andin 
no hand would indure the imputation of Puſillani- 
| mitie, of baſeneſſe of minde and cowardize. Yet 
thetruth is, they are moſt baſc, and vile cowards, 
ſlaviſhly yeclding to their owne vile affe&ions, 
which to overcome , and by repentanceta be reuen- 
gedof, is a farre greater argument of a noble and 
generous ſpirit, then to purſue ſo cgerly the revenge 
of eyery pcttie iniurie, which the Apoſtle difgra- 
ceth by a word that (ignifieth i»firmz1ze, and loſſe of 
 vifory. If it were true valour, why ſhould not 
they bce as hazardous oftheir eſtates and liues, for 
Chrifts ſake and the Goſpell, when occafion re- 
quires? Bur then none ſofaint-hearted and daſtard- 
ly as they. Infinite werc it to followall the parti- 
 cularities, whereby this deceir might bee exempli- 
fied. Ofall others this is the moſt generall branch 
thereof, when men thinke they haue nor ſuch and 
fuch corruptiens , becauſe they fecle not the 
| powerfull operation ofthem, by reaſon of Gods re. 
training hand. Many naturall men there arc 
| whom God neuer renewed by his grace, in whom 
yet hee ſo moderateth and bridleth many corrup 
tions; 2s pride, luſt, cruclty, 8c. thatthey breake 


forth. Hence ſuch men deceitfolly imagine 


that ©. 


1.Cor.6.7. 
#7]npack. 
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2 Paſt. 


Mat.23, 
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| T he deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 
thar they are framed of ſome purer mold and arc 


— 


of a better natureanddiſpoſition , free alrogether 
from ſuch corruptions, becauſe free from the annoy- 
ance of them. As though a Lyon wereno Lyon 
when fertered thathe cannotrampe z or a Theefe 
no theefe, when manacled that he cannot ſtcale ; or 
the ftonenoftone, when ſobedded in the bladder 
char it cannot greatly vexe. Leſt therefore wee de- 
ceive our {clues in this point,it ſtandeth vs in band, 
diligently to examine wherher the 7eftand /lewce of 
our corruption be fromthe reſ{rainine, or the renew. 
:ng ſpirit, from the grace of God /appreſſing it, or op» 
preſſing it, from want of a minde diſpoſed, or of an oc- 
caſ:onto bee propoſed for the drawing forth of the 
corruption? | EE LAS 
| Asthus we aredeceiued in iudging of onr ſelues 
for the time preſenr,loalſo paſt, and to come : for the 
time paſt, we hancanexamplc inthe Phariſees, that 
faid, if they hadlinedin the daies of their Fathers; 
they would not have murdered the Prophets, when 
yet,their bloudy perſecution of Chrift, that taught 
no other doQrinethen that which the Prophers' of 
old had done might ſufficiently diſcover the deceit- 
fulneſſc of their hearts in this kinde. Thus what wic- 
ked miſcreant is there, that will not be readieto crie 
out vpoen the high Prieſts, the Jewes and zrecherous 


lede, with the reſt, thathad their hands in Chriſts 
bloud ; and 3s for them,it they had then lived, they 
would hauetaken-Chrifts part againſtthe 7ewes, and 
fo Hooper and Bradfords part, againſt Bowner and 
| Gardener? Alikely matter, they now make fo mach 


of thoſe in womthe pictic:and zcale of thoſe boly | 


martyres 


_ —_ ©. 


IA 


k 


himſelfe, hee ſhall never deceive me ſo farre; as to 
make me thinke otherwiſe, then that if he had lived 
in holy Hoopers dayes, he would haue beenc ready, 
with the forwardeft, to haue carried a faggot to his 


hane beene ready to have driven in-the firſt nayle 
' f into his body. Certainely an Herodand Herodias to 


I fay, butthey would have condemned them to the 
very pit of hell,.and made many goodlyproteſtati- 


done farre otherwiſe: Butin aſmuch as they did the 


what they would hauedone totheold Elixs. 


18 come, when wee will nottake thatinotice of our 
corruption, as to thinke we are in danger of falling 
hereafterintothoſcgroſſcand fcandalous'ſins which 


Thraſonically to boaſt, that if Popery,and perſecution 
ofthe truth ſhould againe re-enter, yet they would 
neuer:{briok.Bura notable example for chis purpoſe 


voyce. of his-owne deceitfull and {lying bearr,. _ 
E 1s e 


maityres revived. Afuredly, bee that nowwndee- 
the Goſpel, ſheweth a ſpitcfull and malicious minds: 
toa good and holy Chriſtian, well may he deceiue- 


ſtakezyea,ifhe hadliucd in Chriſts dayes, he would 


| ons, that if they had ther lived , :they would' bas 


ſamethings to ancw Blias,the Baptiſt, that came#»'| 
the ſpirit and power of Elias > it was thereby evident- |. 


Laſtly, we dcceiue our fcluesin-regard of the time. 
hitherto we haue auoyded:thus many will norflicke 


is that of: Pater, who-had.ſo opened hiseares tothe | 


ſ 


{ 70h Baptiſt, would have beenean 4heband 1eFabell | 
' to Elias. And yet I make noqueſtion,but ifone had |. 
asked cither Herod or Herodias what they thought 
of CAhabs and !eFabels dealing toward.Zljas, and |. 
| what they would haue done in like caſe, 1 doubt nor- |. 
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The deceitfalneſſe of mans heart. 
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Luke 21-34, 


—_ 


——————— 


hee could not belicue Ghrift himſelfe, the God of 
truth,fore-watning him of his three-fold deviall; he 
could not be perſwaded there was ſo much wicked- 
nes in his heart. So #exacl, when the Prophettolde 
him he ſhouldcrueily rip vp the women with child, | 
and daſh theirchildren againſt the ſtones, asthink- | 
ing better ofhim(clfe, then that cuer he ſhould break | 
forth iato ſuch outrage, anſwered,not without ſome 
indignation, J/bet,em 1 a dog? Yea,that thouart He- 
zel; &(o naturally are all the ſons of 4dam,in their | 
vicious qualities worſe then dogs, beares, tigers. And 
thus,if our own hearts deceive vs not, (hal weiudge 
of our ſelues, that there is no linne (o odious vato 
which of our (elues weare not fufficiently inclina 
ble. For original in,in which weareall bred & born, 
containerh init (elfe the ſeeds of all ſinnes,that feare- 
full fin agaioſt the holy Ghoſt ie ſelfe not excepted. 
And therefore by reaſon ofthis ſo corrupt & rotten 
a nature, we hauc a diſpolition,cuen the beſt of vs,to 
the vileſt and moftloathſome (ins. One would haue 
thought that the Diſciples inregard of their educa- 
tion and gurture, both-ynder their P arexts, in honeſt 
and frugall crades, & vnder our Sa#iovr,in holy and 
ſpiritualllearning,ſhould hauc bin far cnough from 
ſurfetting and arankennes,thelſins of ſwaggerers,and 
notof ſober,ciuill men, much lefle godly & zealous 
miniſters. And yetvnto them our Savionr addrel- 
ſeth this admontion, T «ke heed vnio yoar ſelnes that 
your hearts bee not made heauic with ſarfetting and 
drunkenneſſe.Forthey had in themthe common poi- 
ſonof nature,& ſo were obnoxious eucntothe moſt 
(ſhamefull and reproachfull cuils. And yet for W 
is 
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of mans hears. 


The decettfnlneſſe 
this, whoſe heart is there free from this deceit, of 
thinking himlelfe free enough,and far cnough from 
many, ſpecially hatcfull, and ignominious {innes,as 
murther, theft,adultery,periury,apoſtacy, and ſuch 
like? Would not Dasid (thinke we) as well as Peter 
a4monithed of his furure deniall, baue made ſtrange 
of ir,if tr had becn told him before-hand, thou ſhalt 
defile 54thſh:ba, murther Yr:14h? Would he not haue 
anſwered with HaJael, What am 14 4ogge ? This de- 
ceitis exceeding dangerons, and thercfore take we 

heede of ir. For, whence is ittharc men oftcatimes,as 
ir ſcemeth-of mildeand gentle nacures, breake forth 
into great rage,cuen vnto murther; and againe men 
of chalte behauiour into filthy and bruciſh vnclean. 
nes? Whence is this | fay, bur from this deceirful- 
nes of our hearts, whereby we perſwade our ſelues, 
char our nature is not ſo far venomed, thatir ſhould 
belikely to bring forth ſuch peltilent enils ? & chere- 
fore growing ſecure,and remitring of our watchful- 
nefle, we arc the more ealily ouecthrowne. Indeede 
ſome (innes there are ro which we are not ſo much 
:empted , as others (as Luther ſaid of himſclfe, that 
he never felt himſelfe remptedio couctoulnes:) yer 
chereis no ſin but we may both be tempred to, and 
chrough tempration fall into, if GoJs vnderprop- 
ping hand withdraw icſelfe. As the 4poſtle notably 
teacheth,exhorting to moderation towards our bre: 
thren fallen cuen into fouler ſias;vpon this ground, 
Conſidering thy ſelfe that thou mayeſt be tempied, enen 
with a powerfull and preuailing remptation, to fall 
into thy brothers ſinne. The vfe then of this point is 
totake heede of this deceit,and knowing our _ 
what 
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what wee are, to tremble anJ to fearceucn thoſe 
ſinncs, which we leaſt ſuſpe&, and whereto wee 
finde not our (clues ſo pronely carried, as to others. 
We would beloth to truſt a Beare or Wolle, or a- 
ny ſuch like Beaſt though by culture and manu- 
rance in their youth their in-borne fierceneſſe bee 
ſomething mittigated. Still their naturall diſpoſiti- 
| ſticks to them, and that will teach them to doe mil- 
chiefe, VV hy then ſhould we repoſe any ſuch con- 
fidence in our ſclues, that we ſhall never laſh out 
into ſuch and ſuch euils } Wee have a Schoole- 
maſter within, that naturall corruption that cleaues 
ſo faſt vato vs, that will be ready to teach vs, yea to 
vrge and force vs to the very height of iniquity. 
Few will fo truſt their bodics , though never ſo 
ſound and healthy , but that they will fearecuen 
the moſt dangerous diſeaſes,as the poxe, the plague, 
and ſuch like infeRions ; for that they know that 
cuen the bodies of the beſt conſtitution haue matter 
within, cuen for the vileſt diſeaſe ro worke vpon. 
Aſluredly thy Sowle is a farre more fruitfull ſemi- 
nary of Sinnes,thenthy Bodie of Diſcsſes, Why then 
ſhouldeft thou ſuffer thy ſelfe to bee deceiued more 
inthe one thenin the other ? The Heathen Philoſo- | 
pher commended this meditation to his Schollers 

Numquid ego | in the bearing of others faults, haze 1 done any ſach 

rale?Plato.. | [ke rbing? A good meditation z bur yetin caſe this 

queſtion greatly trouble vs not, let vs add this other, 

| 169 1 not doe the like,or worſe? This is the holy feare 

Gods children ſhould haue ofthemſclues continu- 

= ally. Such as was thatinthe cleuen Diſciples, who 
Prou.zg- hearing Chriſt fore-telling. One of you ſhall betray me, 

| cuery 


MC 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


euery one in a godly ic«/oaſic & ſuſpition of his own 
naughty heart,cryedout, Maſter, it 1? Maſter is it 1? 
heere euen Peter himſelfe, that alittle before could 
not thinke his heart ſo vnſound, as to befit ering 
forth the miſhapen brat of fearefull denial,now (hap- 
ly ſomething ſchooled and cooled by rhe former fo 
vehement and confident prediQtion of Chriſt ) fea- 
reth the ovgly and terrible monſter of feareleſſe and 
faithleſſe betraying. In this latter feare imitate we 
Peter, and not in his former preſumption: for when 
once we (hall entertaine this deceir,that there are a- 
nyſinnes, which wee neede not greatly feare, then 
are wee nearcft falling into them. And fo often it 
commeth to paſle, thar whileſt we carefully watch 
againſt thoſe ſinnes, wee ſce our ſelues by firong 
temptations dayly drawnevnto, and wholly neg- 
[e& others, wee thinke not our (clues ſo ſubic&vn. 
to; eſcaping by warchfulneſſe the greater through 
this deceitfulnes of our hearts, and the fruit there- 
| of, our ſecuritie, weefallin theleffer dangers. Sure- 
ly Zot. was in greater danger of vncleanneſle, lining 
among the impure Sedomites, than ſolitarily in the 


kenneſle, liuing among the drunken ſors of the old 
world, that did nothing elſe but 6ra:i/hly eate and 
drinke, then when there is none alive to conuerſe 
with but his owne family. [But yer they. were in 
danger alfo in their folicariveſſe, as having thar 
within them, without which the cuill example of 
'the wicked could not hauc corrupted them. A- 
mong the wicked, exil example indangered them : 
when from them ſtill their owne corruption __— 
| ne 


Mount, and Neah was.in greater danger of drun- 
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ned danger. But loe (examples for ever to be re- 
membred) becauſe in their ſolitarinefle, this deceir 
of heart rooke place, thatofrhemſelues they were 
not ſo frameable to ſuch (innes, and ſo ftood not, as 
in timcs paſt vpon their guard, hence it came to 


, paſſe, that they who got the victory in the greater, 


were ſhamefully foyled in the leſſer conflit; they 
that overcame two aduerſaries together, the fleſh 
and theworld. were miſerably oucrcome by one of 
them alone , the fleſh , without the ayde of the 
world. O then deliuer we our ſoules from this de. 
ceit, and polſcfle we them continually wich this 
meditation. There is no beeg-ge lo filthy but my 
heartisa fir fnketo receine, no monſter lo hideous 
Cutitisa fir wom-be toconceiue, no weede ſo poyſon- 
full, butiris a fic/opleto bring forth. Hardly thall he 
be caughttharthus fearcth the ſnare. Indeed in e- 
vill ofpaniſhment that of 10b is often true: Thar which 
I feared 6 come vpon me. Butin the evill of ſin, that 
of Salomon, Bleſſed is hee that feareth alwayes ; how 
bleſſed, bur in cſcaping the finne feared? as the 
oppoſition there ſhewes : but hee 1hat 
[nor fearing ] hardens hi hears 
[hall fall ntoenill. 
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Cray, ITII. 


Of the deceits of three ſeutrral! ſorts of men, the rich 
Worldling,the ciuill Inſticiary,the looſe Libertine, 


=p,Þ0 much of the firff deceit, iniudging of our 
SSJF /<r/0ns. The lecond followeth. And thatis, 
tage when wethinke our [clues in good & happy 
eltace before God, being indeed miſerable ; when 
with the Church of Leodicea wee iudge our ſejues 
rich & wanting nothing,when indeed we are poore, 
naked, blinde, and beggerly wretches. 1f any man 
(faith Pawle) rhinks himſelfe ſomewhat , when he i n0- 
thing he decciueth himſelfe in his imagination. Now 
what greater ſomewhat then for a man to bee happy ? 
what preater yorhing then to bec miſerable? and fo 
what greater deceir then this, fora man being miſera- 
ble, to iudge himſelfe happy ; being in Gods deepe 
| diſpleaſure, to accounthimſeſfe ro be highly in his 
fauour? A deceir indcede very common, but alſo 
very dangcrous : for in this caſemans deceitfull and 
dreaming heart makes him like that dreamer of the 
Prophet , who though hungry and thirſty, yer in 
his fleepe thinkes he bath meateand drinke ; but as 
he coclenad ſees his error, and fceles his hunger, ſo 
{hall the heart arouſed by God, ar leaſtar the day | 
of judgement, ſec her deceit, and feele her miſcry-. 
Surely, asin the narurall dreames it-is better when 
they bee falſe, they (hould bce of fearefull rhings, | 
then of ioyfull, as better tor a King to dreame him 
ſelfe to be a Beggar , then contrarily for a Beeger to | 
| 4x dreame 


The ſecond 
deceit is , that 
our bad cſtate 
i5pood: where 
there are, 


Reucl. 3. 


Galat,6.3, 


Eſay 29.8. 
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Foure deceits. | 


| ſclſe he ſhall be ſaved ? 
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dreamethat he is a Xi»e : forthe Kivg,when he wa- 
ken$his griefe is gone , and his ioy redoubled , ſee- 
ing the vanity of bis dreame z but the beggar, when 
he awakes, his former griefe that. ſlepr with him,a- 
wakes, &returncs ſo much the fiercer,in regarde of 
che falſe ioy ofhis dreame : ſoisit intheſe dreames 
anddeceitiull dotages of the heart. Farre better is 
that deceit, whereby the ſonne of Godthinkes him- 
ſelfe a ſlauc of Sarhan, then the contrary , when the 
limme of Sathan deemes and dreames himſclfea 
member of Chriſt. Better it is for Nebnchad-nezar 
(being a man) through his braine diſtempered with 
melancholy , to thinke himſclfe a beaſt , then for a 
beaſt to thinke it ſelfe aman : for this deceitis no- 
thing ſo vſuall, nor ſo perillous. A mans falſe con- 
ceit of miſery, when indeed heeis happy, may leſſen 
his happinefle, it cannot make him miſerable : but 
a.mans falſe apprehenſion of happincſſe being miſe- 
rable, is ſo farre from making him happy , thar it 
makes him twiſe, yea,remediletſe miſcrable; it being 
the firſt ſteppe to happineſle, to know our miſery. 
Lamentable therefore is it; that this deceit being ſo 
pernicious,ſhould be ſo vniuerſall. Our Sanieny tels 
vs,that there are but few that ſhal be ſaved: And yer 
itall they ſhould be ſaued, that thinke they ſhall 
be ſaued, ſure then there are but very few that ſhall 
be damned,and then the ſtrait and arrow way is that 
which lcadeth to hell, the 5roed wey is Heauen way : 
for who is there, almoſt, that perſwadeth not him- 


And heere I obſerue more ſpecially the deceit of 
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foure ſeucrall forts of men; the 7ichWorldline , the 
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__ T he deceit fulweſſe of trans 


ciuill wfticiarie,the looſe Libertine,or carnall Goſpeller, 
and the temporary Beleener ; alltheſe ypon their ſeue- 
rall, but all of them decciueablc grounds, perſwa- 
ding themſclues they arc inthe fauour of God. . 

Firſt, the men of this world, whoſe bellics God 
filles wich the hid treaſure of the earth, vpon occaſi- 
on of their outward proſperity are quickly brought 
into thisfooles paradiſe of thinking themſclues to be 
the ſpeciall darlings of God : for ifrhe godly them- 
ſclues hauc oftentimes their eyes ſodazeled withthe 
outward glittering and flouriſhing eſtace of the 
wicked, as thereupan they are rcady to ſay of them, 
T he generation of Gods children, which was once D a- 
aidserrour for a time: how much more then, thinke 
we, will the wicked thinke ſo of themſelues? He that 
maketh gaine,fayth Dauid,bleſſeth himſelfe , namely, 
in this falſe opinion of his owne felicitic. And elſe- 
where hee (heweth, thac when Go p holdeth bis 
peace , and doth not by his judgements diſturbe 
them in their pleaſures and profits , theo preſently 
their deceitfull heart thereon inferreth, that God s 
like 10 them; hee alloweth of them and their doings. 


— — 


That wee may free theſe men from this deccir, and | 


diſcover the groſneſle of ir, diucrs things muſt be 
conlidered. 

Firſt, if riches bee that that makes men happy. 
(according to the fooliſh phraſe men vie when ſuch | 
things befall one, 0 he & made !) how then comes it 
to paſſe, that Heaven, the chiefe and royal! ſeate of 
bleflcdnefle, is ſo emptic of theſe Treaſures ? for | 
there grow no mineralls, the veine of {iluer and gold 
is notto be found there. And yer God, who there 


E 2 theweth 


| 1 
Rich world. 
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| 


"Eccleſ.7.13. 
interprert:d. 


| lbeweth the brighteſt liftre of bis glorie,, the holy 


—_—_— 


Seimrsand Angels, thardwell there with him , want 
nothing that may ſcrue to make them compleately 
bleſſed. Surely , bdlike happinceſlc muſt bee digged 
out of the bowels of the carth, it growes below , not 
aboue. Theearth can no longer ſay, when it is de- 
manded of ourhbappincfle, as it is in /06, it « not i# 
me : If (ilner and gold be our happineſle, then it is in 
the earth, and ſo, which is firange, it is nearc Hed | 
(which the Scripture ſeemes to place below in the 
deepes) then Heaven, which all know to bee aloft, 
and ſonearerthe Diuef then God :letmec hauc hea- 
| #ens miſerie, take thou hells happineſſe. | 
2 If thisdeceit be true, happineſle ſhould rather 
be found in the wi[derneſſe of India, Twrkey, and ſuch 
like barbarous and brutiſh places, then in the faire 
Eden of the Church. Is itlikely , that if riches were 
ſuch Pearles, the Lord would caſt them vnto ſuch 
Swine ? if uch happie things, he would chrow them 
to ſuch Dogs ? if the childrens bread, he would feed 
whelpes with them ? | 
3 Riches indeede, themſelues, are the good ble(- 
fings of God, and arc notable inſtruments of ver- 
tuc,'as weſeein Salomon, Abraham, Lot, and other 
holy rich men in the Scriptures, in all whom that 
ſaying was trve,YFiſedome is good with aninheritance, | 
Wiſcdome is good without an inheritance to the 
owner, batitis not ſo good to ozbers, it cannor fo | 
clearely ſhew and manifeſt it ſelfe to them , wichourt |. 
the helpe of this inſtrament, As how could £2. | 
Tra wom, have ſhewed his hoſpieall and bountifull |: 
minde, igentertayning ſtrangers, if poore? How | 
M2 could : 
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che poore without his riches? How could Sdlomen 

haue witneſſed his munificence, and royall magnifi- 
cence; yea, bis zeale,andpiety in building the tem- 
ple,together with his wiſedome and skill in naturall 
Philoſophie, had not the Lord foabnndantly fur- 
niſhed bim with theſchelpes ? VWhatthen 2 {hall we 
fay, becauſe riches are the inſtruments whereby 
Vertnededaruthir ſelfe, therefore they make men 
vertuous? that , becauſe a good penne is the inſtru-. 
ment of writing , therefore it will make one a good 
writer? nay, rathera good writer makes the penne 
2004, and tobe afitinfirument of writing well, For 


penne , yet his firſt remaines ſtillas vnskilfull: Soa 
good man knowes how to make vie and aduantage 
of riches for the praiſe of Vertue, as Sulomen 
fayes, Thecrowne of the wiſe s their riches : but yet 
giuethem a foole, and youputa ſword intoa mad 
_ | man$hand, fill he is as wicked, nay, worfe then be- 
| fore, as Salomon addeth inthe ſame place, 1he folh 
of fooles,namely, rich ones, is fooliſhneſſe: Why, was 
it nor fooliſhneſle before they were rich? yes, but 


notin compariſon of thatit is now, fince they be- | 


- 1ob haue declared his mercy and liberality = | 


urniſh an vnskifull wricer with ncuer ſo good a f 


cattterich. Thatas wiſedome & good, thatis,better, 
ſhines brighter, ſo fety « neught, thatis, farreworle, | 
more palpably diſcouereth it ſelſe, with an inheri- 
tance. That which S«/omon ſpeakes of lene in a 
foole , may as truely bec ſaid of poxertie ſometimes. 

A foole isaccounted wiſe while poore , but let him 

otice berich, then his folly is fooliſhneſle indeede. | 
 Richesthen declare whether wee be good , or no, 
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Prou.14.24. 
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Hom.r1.ad. 
4 Pope Antioch. 


Dryf. in adag. 


I} Exodus.g.1e. 
{ interpreted. 
| Vide Tun. 


"I 


as a ſword in a mans hand, whether bee be ſober + 


drunke : but they make vs not good; becauſe, as 1 
fayd, they arconcly inftruments of goodneſle. And 
the inſtrument alwaycs receivethit force from that 
which vſcthir,giueth none vnto it. Were it notab- 
ſurd for a man to thinke himſelfe a good Scholler, 
becauſe hee bath many Bookes ſtanding in his Clo- 
ſer? or a good Mulitian , becauſe hee hath many 
Muſficall inſtruments hanging vpon his walls, when 
hee knowes norhow to vſccither Bookes or Inftru- 
ments? Andyet richesarc noſuch neccſlary infru- 


| ments of grace, as bookes are of /earning : For a man. 


may ſhew as much ; nay, as Chryſo/fome hath well 
noted inthe example of 796 ) more of ſome obedi- 
ence,namely,that which we call pave, in pouertic, 
then in riches. © 
4 Riches, though they bee the gifts of God, yet 
we muſt conſider with : hand he reacheth them 
forth vntovs, whether withthe right, or thelefe; 
with what minde he giueth them, whether in loue or 
in anger. For God often giueth men richcsas hee | 
gaue the 1/raclites Quailes, euen to bee thornes to | 
choake them. Heerein being like that King Extr4- 
peles, that heaped vp moſt riches vpon ſuch as hee 
moſt hated, faying, that together with their riches 
hee ſhould cruſh them with an heavy burthen of | 
cares. Pharaob himaſelfe was not ſmitten with many 
of thoſe indgements, wherein others periſhed, bur 
ie was not from any fpeciall reſpe& God badof him 
 abouethem, bur God himſcife, leſt he ſhould mil- 
 interpretir, tels him the reaſon, for this cauſe 1 have | 


{ 
4 


| referned thee , namely, from. being ftrucken with | 
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thee, but,that I may ſhew my power in thee, The P/al- 
miſt therefore excellently couples theſe things toge- 
ther, The —_ ſight tothe blinde , hee rayſeth 
op thecrooked , 

the Lord may diſpenſe theſe outward bleſfings to 
the wicked, bur not in loue, ſanc onely to the righ- 
reous. VV hereforc our rich wordling hath little cauſe 
of reoycing in his riches, vnlefſe hee knew that the 
Lord looked wpon him, as Elizabeth ſpeaketh of rhe 
blefling of her fruitfull wombe, in the giuing of 
them, euen with a ſweet and amiable counte- 
nance, ready together with his riches to deale bi 
owne ſoule vnto him. Butirt is otherwiſe : The Lord 
turneth his backe vpon him , even then when his 
hand reacheth forth theſe outward things vnto 
him. In his anger hecgiueth theſe ſuppoſed felici- 
ties to the wicked, whichin his mercy he denyeth to 
tceth chem into the fatter paſtures- 
becauſe be meaneth to kill them, and cauſerth theſe 
to feed onthebare commons, becauſe he will haue 
them liveftill. If the ſtalled Oxe had reaſon, would 
he be ſo lenceleſle , as to thinke bis maſter lou ed 
betrer then his fellowes, becauſe of his more liberall 
foode? know itthen thou rich worldling, God one- 
ly fatteth thee for the ſlaughter. Hee thus ladeth 
thee with theſe bleihings, thar by this meancs ag- | 
grauating thy ingratitude, andimpenitencie , hee 
might lade thee with aheauicr weight of condem- 
nation : Yea, by this meanes in hisiuſt indgement, 
as by an outward occaſion, he prouoketh and ftir- 
reth vp the corruption of pride , couctouſneſſe, 


Loweth the righteoms, To teach thar 


E 4 cruelty, 


Pſal.1 46.8. 


inlighrened, 


Luke1.25; 


Rom. 2,4» 


The deceitfulneſſe of man heart. ds 


| Pſal.69. 22. 


| preſent to Eg/ex,oncly that he might havean occali- 


cruelty, oppreflion,and ſuch like, which before were 
in thee, but for want of occaſion could not fo plainly 
ſhew them(ſelus. That therefore this hid corruption 
may be diſcoucred, he offreth fir matter for it ro feed 
vpon,to worke vpon. 144 was couetous before he 
came to Chriſt : therefore Chriſt gaue him the bag 
to feed chat his humour, ro miniſter fuell cojtegthatſo 
his rotten heart might be deteRted : Should not now 
Indas haue decciued himlſelfe much, if hee had ap- 
prehended the office which Chriſt aſſigned him as 
an argument of his greater reſpe&,as though he had 
repoſed moreconfidencein him for fidelity, whom 
indced he knew to be moſt vnfaithfal? 7sdas bag was 
a net tocatch his ſoule. The wickeds Table, though 
ſwimming never ſo much with dainties, is his ſnare, 
and his proſperity his raine, God giueththemtheſe 


lodging , that by this meanes caſting them into the 
dead ſicep of ſecurity , he might fiuilihnhem through 
with the naile of his iudgements:or as Ehadgauethe 


on to ſheath bisdaggerin his bowels: wherforclooke 
bow Haman deccined himſefe in_ conſtruing the 
Queenes invitation of him tothe banquet, as a mat- 
ter of ſpeciall grace ; for indeed (hee diditonely to 
accuſe him; alike doc.theſe fat worldlings deceive | 
themſclues, imputing their outward proſpcriric to 


of his brethrens ſacks, that he might picke a quarrel! 


the fauourof God, who indeed onely gineth them | 
 |theſethings to furniſh their indirement out of them; | | 
like as once 7eſeph cauſed his cup to bee putinto.one 


| 


things no otherwiſe then 7e/gaue Siſeramilkeand | 
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 howſocuer hee hath giucnthe wicked theſe carthly 
bleffings yet will he challenge them of theft and vn» 


| juſt vſurping ofhis creatures, tothe which being out 


of Chriſt, they hauc no right and title. See then. ye 
miſerable macke-wormes ofthe earth, how grofſely 


ing decciued by others, and know thatas in other. 
regards, ſo inthis hath our S4v/0«7r befooled you,thar 
you thus lull your ſelucs aſleep in a falſe conceit of 
your owne happin:ſſe, and ling a requiemto your 
owneſoulcs; Sonle, takethine caſe; and yetyſinnelies 
before the doores;1hi night, 0 foole, ſhall they take away 
thy ſoule + And then, though with Dzaes ye hane been 
rich in this world,yet with himalſo ye ſhall be poore 
enough inthe world to come : ſo poore, that yee 
ſhall bee driuen to begge 4 drop of water of ſome 
Lezarne , to whom here you denicd crames of bread. 
O excreame,and more then beggerly poverty, when 
thoucanſt not command a little drop of water ! So, 
fitly did the Apoſtle ſay , Charge them. that are rich 
in this world, intimating thattherce.is oneriches and 
pouerty of this world., and of the world. tocome 
another ,.as Lazer, poorein this world, became 
rich inthe other world;and d:»es, rich in this world, 
became cxcceding penurious in the. other: withall , 
teaching that theſe riches when they. laſt longeſt, 
laſt no longer thenthis life, they follow .notafcer vs 
when wee arc dead, to make vs:rich in that other 
world; Goe now. and bleſſe thy ſelfe in thy riches 
and proſperous. eſtate, as badges. of bleſſedneſle, 
from which holy 727 delired' to bee. bleſſed; 
fearing leaſt his ſhooe being ouer-wide for bis foot,it 


Vi would | 


yeedeceiue your ſelues, thatare. ſo fearcfull of bee | 


Luke 12. 


Luke.16., , 
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Hebr.r2. 


Cinill Inſticia- 
ries deccit. 


23 S«v/s armour would haue beene to Dazids body. 


The Apoſtle tels thee, God chaftenerh enery childe bee | 


hath, and nonebutbaſtards goe vncorreRed: whar 
at idle conceit then'is this for thee to take that for a 


| Hove of thy ſonſhip, namely, thy oyled and buttered 


paths,thy long eaſe and freedome from croſles, for 
which the holy Ghoſt hath reproached thee wich 
the brand of 5s/{ardiſme? Our Sanionr cries out HY oc 
be toyou ye rich men, for yee ſhall weepe, What a mad- 
neſle for thee to bleffe where Chriſt curſes? He tels 
theethat thy riches arc as great burthens, hindrin 
chy entrance in atthe ſtrait gate; and as the bunc 
onthe Camels backe,, hindring his paſſage through 
the needles eye, and therefore cries our, How hardly 
ſhall arich man enter into the king lome of heaven? what 
a dotspe is this to account the barre of heauen dore 
ſhatting it vp againſt vs, to be the key opening irto 
vs; to take weights prefling vs downe to #4, to bee 
wines lifring vs vpto heaven? 

A ſecond fort of men deceming themſeluesin this 
kinde, are out 7iuil InZFiciaries, who therefore iudge 
themſelues to be in good ſtate to God-ward, becauſe 


| they line without ſcandall, honefty, quietly paying 
| eucry man his owne, &c, If they had hence conclu- 


ded, they liad beene in. good ſtate to aven-ward, the 
deceithadbeene more tollerable; for men cannot ſo 
well challenge thoſe that can with Semne! lay, Whoſe 
Oxeor Aſle hane 1 ftollen ? whom haue I wronged ? but 


| the deceit is forid, to thinke therefore God can haue 


tio Attion apainſt thee, Alike as ifthou ſhouldeft 
thinke 


— 


A EE——s 


— þ 
would but hinder him in his journey , and his ouer-. | 
ample cſtate would bee ascumberſometo his foule, | 


tt. 


; 


thou hafi notfayled in any point, the Law tycs thee 
co thy fellow ſubiets, with whom thou liueſt, and 
yet happily haſt many waics fauleed againſt the king 
| himſelfe:T hou ralkeſt of paying men their dues;w 
ſetit beſo z what can follow hence, butthat among 
men thou ſhalt goe for an honeſt man ? whar with 
God too? yes,ifthoucanſt truly ſay , thou payſt him 
his dues, the due of prayer, hearing, reading,and me- 
| ditating in the word, ſanQifying of the Sabboths, 
the which our civill man never paycrh , and therforc 
| ] as thou wonldeſt accounthim vahoneſt, that payes 
'| chec notthy dues, ſo will God account thee for not 
paying him his. 7 his «ire Religion , ſaith lames to 
| the looſe profeſſor, ſeucring ſome outward daties of 
Religion in the firſt, from righteouſneſſe in the (e+ 
cond Table, to viſite the fatherlefſe and widdow, &c. 
which arc duties,not of Re/zgiowpraperly, bur of /#- 
ftice and Righteouſneſſe : and this hee doth,, becauſe 
this is the trayall of the truth ofour Religion. By like 
reaſon and proportion may I ſay tothec:#:ll man, as 
varcaſonably diuiding ctheworkes of right-oufnes in 
the ſecond Table, from thoſe of religion :n che firſt : 
This is true rightcouſhefle, this is rue honeſty, to 
ſanRifie the Sabbaorhs, to: call ypon the.name of 
| che Lord, ro conferre, to meditate on the word: For 
looke what kinde of Religion that is, which is not at- 
tended with howoity ro men, alike is that hone/tie 
whichis notioyned withRe/joiowro God. Now the 
former Religionnone fo'rcady to condemne : for 
naugheas the ciuill man himſelfe : for zeale and de- 
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 thinke the King can touch thee in nothing , becauſe | | 


| zotion in no caſe can heeaway with-: therefore bis | 
CON | SIA ownet. 
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| owne mouth being iudge, his owne honeſtic which 
he ſo magnifies, and makes the only prop ofhis hap- | 
pineſſe, muſt needs be rotten and vnſound. Y»hoxe 
religionis as good as irreligions honey: Andifinth 
iudgemene the former be naught, ſurely the latter 
cannot be good. Religion, orthe feare of God , S4- 
lomon calls the bead of all goodnefle : Honeſty then 
. | withourrcligion, is as a body wichouta head, euen | 
4 rotting anda ſtinking carrionzand wilt thou yet be 
ſofond as tothinkeit is a ſweer ſm<lling facrifice in 
Gods noftrills? Hearc Criſt telling the Phariſees , 
ſuch as thou art, thatthe bar lors and Publicans, as if 
I ſhould now ſay ro thee, cut-threats and cut-purſes 
ſhould goe before them into the kingdome of Hea- 
ven. And againe, Except your righteouſics exceed the | 
righteonſneſſe of the Scribes and Phariſees Je canmor en- 
fer into the kingdome of Heaven: And if this cannot 
top thy mouth, yerler E/Aies foule cloth, all onr righ. 
| ceonſaeſſe, euecn ovr rightcouſnelle, the Propher in- 
| cludes himfelte, holy £ſazes ownerightcouſnes, the | 
righteouſneſle of grace is a men/ruew cloth,that will 
rather foule our faces than wipe away the filch of 
them : Whatchenis the righteouſnefſe of Natwre? 
Surely, Chrift muſt both w4ſb and wipe his D.ſciples 
feere : His bloud muſt bee both water and towel roo. 
Renouncethen thine awne rightcouſaes,cuen þ5ri- 
tnall,much more Cisil,and truſt oncly to his. | 
The third ſortoftheſe ſe/fe-deceiners are our com. 
monandceradl Goſpebers ,Goſpel-ſpilers rather, being 
indeed looſe libertines , that doe 1wrne the grace of God 
| imrowantonnes ; Theſealſo iudge them(clues to bein | 
] | goodcaſe before God ; and why ? becauſe they have 
| cnc 
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becne borne in the Chnrch , and ſtill enioy the pri- 
uiledges thereof; they hauc beene waſhed with ho- 
ly water, and are daily fed with the ſpiricuall Mann 
of the Word and Sacraments. This was the vſuall 
deccit ofthe /ewes,who cried, The remple of the Lord, 
the remple of the Lord : and bad nothing clle to bleſle 
themſclues withall , butthe cognizance of Circum- 
ciſion.” And our Saviour (heweth, how many at the 
laſt day ſhall looke for eternall life,only becauſethey 
haue eat and drunke in hispreſence, whch [ vnder- 
ſtand of the ſpiricuall cating and drinking in the hea- 
ring ofthe Word, and recciving'ofthe Sacriaments : 
but for all this , with the man that wanted the wed- 
ding garment, they may be taken from the very fea- 
ſting table,tothe gallowes with Haman, And though 
they flye neucr ſo much with /9h4b tothe hornes of 
Gods Alter, yetirt {hall nor defend chem from Gods 
ſword; forthe very truth is this,the man that wants 
the wedding garment, is no otherwiſe bidden tothe 
feaſt by the King,then Haman was to Queene Eſters 
feaſt , hee (hall there finde Godno lefle angry with 
him, then Haman found Ahaſh»rroſh, and heare that 
fearefall ſentence, Take him, bindehim cc, Ofthis 
deceit S. James ſpeaketh, when he ſayth, Be ye doers 
of the word and not hearey5 only , decciuing your ſelues. 
Shewing thereby, that many, as the miſerable cxpe- 
riencecuen of theſe times alſoſheweth, did there- 
fore reputethemſelues inthe number of Gods peo- 
ple , onely becauſe they came tothe Church, heard 
the word,and preſented him with the outward facri- 
* þfices of their prayers, and praiſes, howſoeuer their 
liues, otherwiſe, were moſt vile and vicious. But S. 


Tames | 


lerem.y. 
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lames 1.12. 
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Eccleſcs. 


— _— 


lames afterward telleth thele deceiuers, 1f any mas | 


ſeeme religious , and refraine not his tongue, deceiuing 
his owne heart, 4 religion © im vaine. And ſodoth 
S. Paul tell the [ewes that reſtedin the Law,and che 
outward letter thereof;that their Circumciſion was 
no better then vncircumciſion; as a man may ſay to 
a baſe Player, apparelled like a Kings ſanne,that his 
Princes coat is no better then a beggars. Ic ſhall doe 
him no more good, procure him no more honour or 
reſpe&, For Circumciſion, Baptiſme,bearing,recei- 
uing,and all ſuch like badges ofoutward proteſhon, 
they are butas the outward garment of Chriſtians, 
which maycaſlily be put on by thoſe that are none. 
And therfore howſocuer theſc by many are thoughe 
ſufficient to make them good Chrittians, yer Salo- 
mon ticks notto mike them the m2rkes of fooles, 
whenthereare no better then they, as when hecal- 
leth Gods own ſacrifices, the ſacrifices of fooles: be 
more ready to heare then offer the ſacrifice of fooles ;, be. 
cauſe of this foaliſh conceit , which many ground 
vponthem.But notably daeth God ſhake theſe decei- 
aers in the fiftieth P/a/me , who for all their lying, 
{landering,whooring,thieuing,would yet necds goe 
for Saints, becauſe they were diligent in the outward 
ſeruice of the temple. They thought they were very 
carefull members of God when tracy plycd him ſo 
faſt with the Sacrifices of the Law, both moraing 
and cuening ; and yer God telleth them, that none 
were ſa vamindfull of him as they, and therefore ve- 
ry fearcfully thundreth againſtthem ; Oconſider 1his 
qe 1hat forget God, leſt I teare youin peeces For when 


the truth of obedience , and power of godlineſle is! 
| wanting, 
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wanting, farely there is ſmall difference betwixe an 


an vncercumciſed Philifim , a baptiled Engliſh man 
andan vn-waſhen Twke. Neitheris thebarren F7s- 
zreein Gods Orchard in any better caſe then is the 
Bramble inthe wildernefſe, In which regard Danid 
is not afraid-to call the Elphims S7ra»gers, and 
Seuls Courtiers, Heathen, and Saal himfelfe Cuſhi, 
orane1hiopiin, although all ofthem lining in the 
viiible Church, as members thereof, to ſhew that 
God will lappe them vp in the ſame bundle of con- 
demnation , together with the Heathen and vncir- 
cumciſed rangers from the Conenants and Common- 
weale of iſrael, This therefore will be buta filly plea 
before God ; We haue gone to Church, frequented 
the Prayers, heard the Sermons; Nay, the plea of 
preaching Sermons will not beeadmitted. When 
thou bringeſt to God the Sermons thou haſt heard, 
thou bringeſt 7714s leiters,the mattet of thine owne 


iudge thce to ſo much ſorer and ſeuerer condem- 
nation , by how much chy meanes of repentance 
haue beene greater. Therefore ſhall the earth be cnr- 
ſed, becauſe hauing becne watered with the deaw of 
Heaven, itbringeth forthnothing but Brambles and 
Bryars, But heerc our Libertine, beſides hisoutward 
formall Church-ſcruice vrgeth bis faithin the merits 
of Chrift, 

Anſ. His faith is meere fancy : for firſt Faith com- 
meth by hearing , and ſo alloit is nouriſhed by hea- 
ring the Word, Prayer, and the Sacraments. But 


Iſraeliteand an 1ſmaelite, a circumciled Hebrew and- 


death and damnation. For therefore (hall God ad-. 


theſe men cannottell how they cameby their Faith. 
| | And | 


Pſal.5 4-3: 
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Anditis ſuſpicious when men haue goods, and can- | 


not tell bow they came by them: affuredly they can- 


not ſay they came tothcir faich by, any ſuch means : | 
for chey deſpiſethe powerfull miniftery,and ropray | 


aright they know nor, whereas trucfaith,the daugh- 
ter of the word, cannort but with all humilitie and 
thankefulneſſeacknowledg her Father. 


2. True faichiscopulariae,itioyneth together the | 
: it belceucth one promiſe as | 


whole word of G 
well as another, the promiſes of this life as well as 


thoſe of the life to come. Bur our Libertines faith, 


that ſeemeth very ſtrong in belecuing faluation by 


Chriſt, in temporall dangers that concerne theour- | 


ward man-onely, cannot vpholdit ſclfe : the reaſon 
is, for thar,as their taith is a fancy it lelfe ſo itappre- 
hendeth ercrnall ſaluacion as a fancy, and ſv they 
can be bold cnough, but remporal ſalvation being 
apprehendedas a matter of cruch, their fantaſticall 
faich cann»t lay hold of the promiſes thereof: rheſe 
men chat ſo confidently profefle that they belceue 
God hath prouided ſuperabundant riches of g!oric 
hereafter for them, cinnor yet bcleeve char he will 
proutde competent neceſſaries of maintenance for 
this preſent life, whence they ſo tremble in their 


dangers. Againe, Faith belecucth che threats of the | 


Word, together wich the promiſes. Now, thou who 
pretendeſt belicfe of the promiſes, ſhew me thy be- 
liefe of the threatnings : diddeft thou beleeue the 
cruth of thoſe menaces which God hath denounced 
againſt vncleane,couctous ambitious, proude, en» 
utous, malicious perſons, and ſuch like {inners, 
bow durtt thou then fo wallow in theſe finnes, that 
; if 
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if God inſtead of Hell had promiſed Heauen, asa | | 
reward vntothem,thou couldeſt not doemorethen | 
thoudoeſt : VVhy ſhouldeſt thou decciue thy ſelfe 
with an opinion of faith, when indeed thou belee- 
ueſt nor ſo much as the Diuell ? for hee belcenes | lames 2. 
[namely the threatnings of the word] and 1rembles 
for horrour z but thou gocſt on in linne, making a 
mockeof chemenaces; and in the infidelity of the 
hearr, giueſt themche lye, ſaying, no ſuch thing 
ſhall befall thee. And ſomuch for the three former 
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Cnae. V. 
of the deceits of the temporary Beleeners Faithand 
feelings, 


\ 


Bees Ee come now tothe fourth ſort of theſe de- Iv. 
WER ceincrs, the Temporary Belcener, deſcribed m— 
> /C by our Saxiopr in the Parable of the Stonie | ing : ; | -* 
and Thorny ground, and bythe 4poſtie Heb.s. They | Marh. 13. | | 
heare the word, andatc inlightencd in their vnder- Jr ws 1 
ſtandings, yea rauiſhed one would thinke in their | 
affetions : for they heare ir, ſaith our Saviour, with 
joy : where, by one of the chiefelt affe&ions, we arc 
by like proportion to vaderſtand all the reſt, cuen 
theaffeRion of pricfeir (elfe; that as they reioyce 
in hearing ofthe comforts, and other ſuchlike do- 
Erine which requireth ioy, ſo when the nature of 
do&rjne requireth griefe , rhey-are allo affected 
with ſorcow : and therefore as the 'hearing of the 
| word, with thoſc 1/7ac/ites, doe often eucn draw 
F buckets t! 
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| ſort made partakers of the hoty Ghoſt, they taſte of the F 


| any-of theformer rhige for-theircerrour, was in the 
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buckets of water,and ſhed riucrs of teares: cuen this 
alſois to be vnderſtood by their hearing the Word 
with joy, becauſerhey reioyceecuen in thisgrictc,ta 
fling of the ſweetnesof the word;and finding a com- 
fortable rcliſh therein, Theſe men.wee ſee goe very| - 
farre,ſotharas the Apoſtle ſpeakes, they are in ſome.| 


powers of: the world tocome,and exprefle theirinward 
grace by outward: obcdience, bringing forth fruir 
| very ſpecdily, farre ſooner then others, as the flony 
ground is _— _ & forward then other ſoyles, 
And yet for all this, theſe glfo being rotten ar the 
heart, are tober#nkedin the number of ſelfe-deeci- 
| ers, as falſely iudging themſeJues to be in the ſtate 
of grace. The deceitfull argument whereby they | _ 
| thus iudpe, ts this: * 
| Whoſoeuer hath _ faith, <A ARE ce, 
Y is in the ſiate'of 36-1 
But Ihauetheſe _ faith the Temporary here- 
fore I am in the ſtare of grace. 
This deceit isfarmoredcepe and dangerous then 


ground: whereonetheirargutnenr was built,notin the 
applicarionthercof, ab tn the argument of the r/c// 
Torliling ; Tr beſvencr hath outward: proſperity, © in 
Ghds Aanrar's But Ebabroitmard proſperity. Here the | 
deceiris mmche propeſitith, notiniths oſumpiien: for 
Hetraly; T0 biaſclicemmrerd proſperity;bur, 
'bisp tonisfalle, that eutwerd profferity i an ar- | 


«p plication of ciuill andonrwardrightroMhefl 
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reouſnefſe iis enough to ger ſaluation. And: fo the 


looſe Proteflant rightly applies to himfelfe outward 
profeſſion, hearing ot the word, &c. but his ground 
is deceitfull , thar this is ſufficient to make one a 
good Ciriſiian. Bur hereitis otherwiſe, T he ground 
of there Temporaric belecuers argument is moſt 
certaine and agreeablero the Word;' name!ly,rhar 
whoſoeuer hath true Faith, Repentance, of Obe- 
dicnce, isin the ſtate ofgrace z ajl thedeceitisin the 


application: for the Texporary, when hee aſſarnes 


thoſe things to himſelfe, preſames. His aſſumprion « | 
Bur I have true faith, &c.. is nothing but meere pre- 


ſumption. And therefore he is harder to be deliuered 
from this his deceit then the other : for with them 
there needed no moreadoe, then to ſhew the fal(c- 
nefle of their greands, which might ealily be done; 


| but heere the falſenefſe of the app/zcatior of their 


groands muſt be diſcovered, which is very hard, be- 
cauſe of the neere affigity and likenefſe betwixt the 
Faith, Repentance, Obedience of the ;7ge and rex- 
porary beleceuer: which is ſogreat, that eucn the moſt 
iudicious,and diſcerning Chriftians,cannot perfect- 
ly diſtinguiſh betwixt them. Hence 1ndzs among the 
Diſciples,and Ananiarand Saphira,and Nichelai the 
Deacon,among them inthe Primitive Church, till 
God detected them , went for true belceuers : for 
this difference of theſe two Faiths,howſocuerin ge- 
nerall we know it, as it is reucaled in the ward; yerin 
ſpecial weknow it notasitisinmen, that we can lay 
before the enent declareit , Thi man s 4 Temporary 
oncly. Phisis diſcernable only to him tharis greater 
then our hearts, and thetcfore knoweth ourthearts 
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| betrer then our ſelaes. Neverthelceſſe the Temporary, 
if hee would deale vnpartially in the trying of his 
owne heart by the rule of the Word, he ſhould ca- 
lily come to eſpic out the deceitthercof. 
| And firſtasrouching his Faith, itis evident it is 
| not ſound : for Chr; dare not truſtit; as we ſce in 
| them that are ſaid in the Goſp?! to belccue in Chriſt, 
| and yet could not be belecued by him. Many (faith 
 Joha2 23-24 | Johy) beleeurdin bis name when they ſew his myracles, | 
but Jeſus did not commit himſelfe unto them becauſe he | 
knew them all. But of the true beleeuer,Chriftſayes, 
John 6:54, that hee rcicQs none that comes vato him. 1ades 


3 1. His Faith? 
{ both the 


| they bee, by his owne expericnce,as doth the 


_— 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, 
ofthe word in general with aflent; ſecondly , «pplr- 


| cation of the promiſes in ſpecial to ones ſelfe, Both 
| thele the reporary thinkes he hath, and therefore 


alſo faith, Firſt, for knowledze, it cannortbe denyed 
but hee may haue an excellent meaſure thereof; in- 
ſomuch as he may nor only apprehend all the points 
of Religion himſelfe, and be abletotalkeotf them, 


| 


butalſo teach them vnto others, as 144: did, and | 


many others, whoſe plea ſhall be at the laſt day, 
Lord bane we not taught inthy name? Andinthe Pa- 
rable,the Lamps of the fool:ſh virgins blaze as much 
as the wiſe ones. Yet for all this there aredeceits in 
this knowledge, whereby it is differenced from the 
knowledge of true Faith, 


Firſt, the knowledge of the Temporary is not ſo. 


wellgrounded either vpon the 7effimony of the Scrip- 
izres, or vpon experience, as is the knowledge of the 
true beleeuer. To which may that ſceme to apper- 
taine which is ſaid in the Goſpe#, that they have no 
roote, their knowledge is nota rootedand well ferled 
knowledge : for neither haue they that care which 
the true beleeuers haue, to build themfelnes on the 
ſure authoritics of the Scriptures, neither yet atall 
doe they nouriſh their knowledge with an holy pra- 
Riſe, that ſo they might havea pradical!, a feeling, 
and expermentall knowledge; whrein indeed the 
knowledge of Faith, excelleth the knowledge cuen 
ofthe Diuell himſelfe: for though heexcell vs, as 
In all other knowledge, fo alſo in divine, yet hee 
knowes not the chiefe points thereof, ſuch as arc 
Faith, repentance loue, the preſence of the Spirit,what 
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neſt and pooreſt Chri/tian. Herein che pooreſt idior, 
being a ſound Chriſtian, goeth beyond the profoun- 
delt Clearks that are not ſanRitied, that ke harh his 
own heart in ſtead of a Commentary to h:]p him vn- 
der{tzndeuen the moſt needfuil points of rhe Scrip- 
tare, The knowledge therefore of rae Temporary is 
but ſhalloy to that of the truc Chriſtian; whoſe pri. 
uiledge it is,not only to know the things themſelucs 


| vtrered, bur alſo intent and the meaning of G o » 
| therein. The ſecret of the Lora, ſaith Danid, i reaea- 


' ledrothem that feare him. This ſecret is hid from the 
| wicked. 


— _ 


Secondly, the knowledge of Faith is a through 


| heating knowledge, which warmes a man atthe very 
| heart, working loue of the truth knowne: for 1r#1h 
| andgoogneſſe differ no more then the Seale and the 


Print. Truth,truely knowne, ſtampes goodnefle in 


the heart. But the Temporarics heart recciues no | 


ſuch impreſſion, ſtillir remains an evill and vnſound 
heart, a nuurcery of many. ſecret corruptions, in 
which is no goodneſle, therefore his knowledge is 
onely a flame rhat giues light by blaFirg , but no 


| ſoundanddurable heate by burning. 


T hirdly, the knowledge of Faith is an -»mblive 
knowledge. Now mine eye hath ſeene thee, ſaith 106, 
therefore 1 abhorre my ſelfe it duſt and aſhes. But the 
Temporarics knowledge is a ſwelling knowledge, 
puffing him vp in the conceit of aimſelfe. 

Secondly,for appiicarian, which is indeed the ve- 
ry. pith and marrow of ſauing Faith 5 no doubt: bur 


the Temporary doth in his own conceit apply Chriſt: | 


for Chriſt bringerh him in 1hreatning kinineſſe vpon 
him, 
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 1selegantly fet outby the Apoltle,by the meraphore | 
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him, & ſochallenging entrance into his kingdome, 
even ar theday of iudgement , which [heweth thac 
he might both liveand die in this perſwaſton , that 
he was the member of Chriſt, and foin the applica- 
ti9n of the promiſes, But this conceir of his is meere 
deceit: forin truth he applics nonght but an #404, 
a fanſie, a ſhaddow : for as the Diſciples when they 
ſaw Chriſt onthe Sea, were deceived, taking h:m 
for a walking Spirit: ſo contrarily, theſe temporary 
belecuers, when they ſceand heare notaing indeed 
bur the Diucll, (happily :ransferming himſelfe into | 
2n Angel of light )yetthey thinke they (ce and heare | 
Chrift himſelf; This application of Chrift is ike tothe | 
ipplication of bread and drinke in a dreame, Doth | 
ihe dre:;mer thereforeeate bread, or drinke beere? 
LGath hetruly app!y theſe things to himſelf, becauſe 
:eihinkes ſo? Nc mote dolt thou cate Chriſts fleſh, 
ar drinke Chriſts bloud, becauſe thy doating braine | 
lo dreameth, A7ax in his ireazietoike imple ſheepe 
For his crafty enzmies. And when hee had ſlune 
;he Catrell, thought verily kce had {]iine his ene- 

mies. His deceit was grea!, to take theepe for men, 

chine greater,totakea ſhidow fora ſubſtance; nay, 
'athan for Chriſt : tor,that thou doit not apprehend 
ve Chrif, may 2ppeare by this, that true Faiths ap- 
preficnlion of Chriſt, is 9uzaall. It dothnot (fo lay 

tolJ on Chriſt, as wee take hold of a tree, or ſome 
'uchlikelencelefle thing, bur as we vie to do in our 
{alurations, when wee imbrace one another, there 

152 mutu=l} hold on both ſides. Whence the at of 
the Parriarkes Faith in apprehending the promiſes, 
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of ſaluting; T hey ſalated, kiſſed, or imbraced the pro. 
wiſes, Sothat true Faith, kiſhng Chrift, is killed of 
him, embracing Chriſt is re-imbraced of him, andit 
ſo apprehends Chri/,that atthe ſame time the belee- 
ver is apprehended of Chrift, as Pant ſhewcth in bis 
owne example. Now thoſe whom Chr:/ hath once 
gripd with his hand, predeftinating them to cternall 
ſaluation,ſuch no power can euer wring out of his 
hands. No man can take my fheepe ont of my hands. 
Whence thar, He that beleeueth, hath eternall life,and 
ſhall nexer come into condemnation. And againe, Hee 
that commeth to me, I caſt not away. For Icame aowne, 
not to doe mine owne will but my Fathers: and this ts his 
will,that of ali he hath giuen me, 1 ſhould looſe nothing, 
bat ſhould raiſe it vp at the laſt day. Ifany ſay,though 
Chriſt caſt them not away that belecue, yet they 
may caſt away themſeclues : I'anſwer , neither can 
that be: for in the nine and thirtieth verſe he ſaith, 
thathe ſhall looſe nothing that is giuen him. Bur if 
the belecuer might caſt himſelfe away , Chriſt then 
ſhould looſe ſomething ginen him. As the prodigall 
childe, though of himſelfe he left bis Father, yer 
is called the /off Chil/de. Chriſt then cannot ſo looſe 
any true beleeuer, but that hee ſhall raiſe him vp at 
the laſt day to eternall life. But temporary belec- 
ucrs, as weſecin Tades, may finally fall away from 
Chriſt,and gee to their owne place;ergo,they were no 
truc beleeuers, they apprekended onely an 7do{ that 
could not hold them, and not Chriſt, whoſe hand 
is a ſure h0/@-faft, never letting goethat which once 
it hath ſeized on. Thetrue beleeuer is r00ted is faith, 
but ofthe temporary Chrif? ſaith; He hath no — | 
an 
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and therefore his Faith is noughr. 

Obie. Why then is it ſaid, Luke 8. 13. theſe men 
doe belceuc, it they doe not? 

Anſw. 1. The Scriprare,in many things, ſpeaketh 
according to the probable and common iudgement 
of men. Thus the Mooneis called one of the two 
great lights , when indeed itis the leaſt of all . Thus 
che Digell called Samuel, becauſe in his likenes,and 
ſothought of Saul. And thus the fancy ofthe 7empo- 
rary called Faith, becauſc, having ſome reſemblance 
of true Faith it goes for true Faith both with him 
that hath it, and with others. 2. They haue indeed 
true Faith in their k;nde, namely, a ioyfull aſſent ro 
the truth ofthe Goſpell : bur not the inf ify;ng faith 
of the Ele&, which they thinke they haue. 

But you will ſay , ſhew vs then the decezts of this 
Faith,that both the truc belecuer may be dcliucred 
from falſe feare,and the temporary from falſe zoy. 

I anſwer 1. The true beleeuer beleeucs with 
much confli&ing, as in him in the Goſpe/rhat cried, 
Lord, I beleene, helpe my vnbeliefe. The combat was 
not ſo great betwixt Michael, and Sathay, concern- 
ing Moſes dead body, as itis betwixt Sathan and c- 
uery true beleener, concerning Chrifts !ining 595% 7 
When Faith gocs about to lay hold of it,the Diuzl! 
ſtriketh atherhands, and would pluckxethem away 
fromir. Hence Faith is faine to tugge, and wreſtle, 
euen til} ir ſweatagaine. And therefore the Apoltle 
Paul calles it, the difficult worke of Faith, becauſethe 
belceucr hath ſuch adoe to belceue ; not onely in re- 
gard of the oppoſition made by the fleſh (full of 


infidelity) which as in all good things, ſo ſpecially 
in 
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in belecving, wee muſt beate downe with Paul, but 
alſoin reg.1d of the violent afſaults of Sathan, im- 
pleading our Faith, as naught, and ſo often putting 
vs tovur ſhifts, making vs to ſearch, and trie our 
Faich,to pray earneſtly ior our Faiths confirmation, 
and ſo with much feare and trembling to worke out our 
owne ſalnation, Itis nothing ſo with the Temporary 
belccuer in his Faith. Hee findes it very caſte to be- 
lecue. Sathan troubles not him , for then he ſhould 
be divided againſt himſclfe, who begart thar pre- 
ſumptuous faith in him. Nay rather Sathan con- 
firmes him in his this deceit. And therefore our re+ 
porary doth not ſo (uſpe& himſelfe, doth not ſo ry 
and examine himſ{clte, doth nor fo worke our the 
worke of his faith with thoſe frong cryes of fer- 
uent prayer, with that ſearc and icaiculie, and with 
thoſe bitter bickerings with infidelity, that the true 
beleeuer doth. 

2. Faiths application of Chri/t to the belceuer, is 
with application of che beleeuer to Chr;/?, For taith 
bath, asitwere, two hands, One receiuing C#7/! 
from God : the oth:r giuing the belcever to Gud. 
And both theſe hands it excrciſeth at once. Ar the 
ſame time the beleeuer applycch C4ri/t ro his owne 


heart , hee applies his heart to Cnazisr, and 


' notably ſhadowed out vnder the ceremoniall law, 
| inthe coniunRion ofthe ſzy-offering , which noted 


' Chriſt, and the burnt-sfferi9g, which as Paul hath in- 
texpretedir, more ſpecially (ignificd the ſacrificing 
| of the fleſh ; the crucifying of o/de Adam. True faith 
 off:rs both theſe at once. But the zemporaries faith 
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cleaues ro him wich full purpoſe of foule. This was 


a —. 


Thedrwitfulneſſe of mans heart, 


A—_ Os 


offering, he oncly takes Chriſt, he giucs not himſelfe 
toChr:/t - hze offers the finne-offering without the 
barnt-offering, And therefore appplying Chriſt to 
himſelfe, and not him{elforo Chriſt, he miſ. applieth. 
Indeed he may make ſome ſhew of giuing himſelfe 
co Chriſt, but in. truth he reſerues himſelfe to him- 
ſelfe : hee nouriſhes ſome ſpeciallſinne or other in 
himſelte, and ſo giues himſclfe ro Sathan, to ſin,not 
to Chriſt, As Herod gaue himſeife,not to Chriſt,bur 
co Herodias, to his [uit ; and 1445 gaue himfelte,not 
to Chrif?, butto the bagge, and to the baggage of 
his couctouſneſle, 

3. Athird propetty of true Faiths apprehenſion, 
is ſctout in Abrahams example, who is ſaid 79 hope 
againſt hope : when the belecuer is in heauy agonies, 
and feeleth a very he//in his conſcience, yetthen can 
he apprehend heanen,& with /onas in the whales bel- 
ly call pon God in faich:for faith i he ſubſiſtence of 
things that arenot,much more then of rhings which 
indeed are, though not in appearance. If it can giue 
ſubliſtence ro things that are not ſubſiſtent, much 
more then appearance and viſibility, to things that 
are not viltule & apparant:: ſo that fairh can ſee one 
contrary in another, inthe very depth of hell, hea- 
uen,in the very extremity of miſery , happineſle, in 
the very. mu3delt of anger, mercy: and the Woman 
of Canzan, Mat. 15. can picks comfort out of the re- 
proachfvil name of Dogge,and when nothing bur 
waris to beſeenc in $ds face, yetthen can it pierce 
-brough all the thick clouds, and behold the (weere 
ſun-ſhine of Gods fauour & grace in Rm 
ene 


| — — 
is lame on that hand, which ſhould offer the barn- 


3- Belceuinp 
again{t ſenſe, 
Rom 4. 


Hebr.x1,r, 


OS 


| >——— 


=p _- ha hdd 
Lad 


- 


" CS mc 


Lob I3s 


lob 27.19. 


T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


—— 


the bent browes of the ircfull Tudge can it ſee the 
yearning and relcnting bowelsof the compaſſionate 
Father : che eye of true Faithcan looke vpon God, 
not onely ſmiling, and inviting vs to himſelfe by a 
ſweerand graciews, bur allo /owring, and driving vs 
away witha dark andcloudy countenance: bur then 
is our !emporaries Faith cleane daſhed our of counte- 
nance;#:1 the hypocrite pray alwayes ? ſaith 166, and 
ſo, will he beleeue alway ? No,alittle winde blowes 
downe the Spiders webbe of his hope. When Gods 
hands are full of gifts tobeſtow,then his faith is rea- 
dy tolay hold on them. Hee is like tochildren that 
come running to theirfather when thcre is an apple 
in his hand to tolle them,but not when therodis in 
his hand to corre& them : or rather, like to dogges, 
which, if they ſeea cruſt in your hand, come faw- 
ning and glaucring ; burif they ſee a cudgell, and 
that you come toward them to ſtrike, cither they 
fearcfully run away, or deſperately flic in your face. | 
| But the true belecuergocs further; and when there 
is a naked drawne fword in Gods hand,yet he dares 
venture and preſſe towards God: though the Lord 
ſer neuer fo ſterne a countenance againſt him,he will 
not be out-faced, but in an holy kind of impudencie 
hee will out-Jooke bim,and ſay; Lord,though thou 


looke vpon meec,as though thou weuldeſt ſlay mee, 
; yet ſtil wil I looke vpon thee for helpe; Though thou | 
| kill mee, yet will 1 traſt in thee : But in ſucha caſe the 
temporaries former iolly confidence vaniſheth : hereis 

the triall of Faith, 
Thus the zemporary deceiues himſelfe in the parts 
of Faith. The ewes of Faith are thoſe feelings, thoſe. 
delights 
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delights & ioyes which arcfclc in hearing the word, 


in prayer,in meditating of the promiſes:for as in fee. 
ding vpon ſweet and pleaſant mzate there is a 41s 
ral,(oallo in Faiths fce Jing vpon the promiſes there 
is a ſpiritual gladnes : and 1n this ſpicituall fooJ alſo 
that conianQion of fling 1he- heart with food and 
eladnrs is true. Therefore Peter ioynes both theſeto- 
gether, Webelceue and reioyce : now theſe comforts 
and ioyes the temporary in ſome ſort freles. Chrift 
ſayes rhey receine the word withioy. Paul (ayes, They 
14ſt ef th: good wordof God and of th: powers of the life 
70 come. The ewes are (aid to reioyce in the light of 
tohns miniſtery. Herod is (aid to heare 1ohnwillingly 
or chearefully:and hence he concludes faith to him. 
ſcIfe. Bat the truth is, there is exceeding much dc- 
ceit in this ioy and feeling : it is not ſolide, but onely 
ſuperficiary, onely a taſte as the Apoletearm:th is, 
no cating to any purpoſe z a //pping, no ſo«king, no 
through digeſting ; a floating aloft in the Riuer of 
Chrifts bloud, no diving downe tothe bottome, and 
as ir were barying as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh. And this 
may appeare by foure properties of the ioy of truc 
fairh which do notall agree to the remporaries ioy. 
1. Property is ſincerity, whereby the belecuecr re- 

ioyceth in the word becauſe of the word it ſelf :,and 
the goodneſſe and holineſſethcreof, but the delight 
which the'remporary belecuertakethinthe word,is | 
rather forthe noucley of the doRrine delivered, or 
for ſome affe&ion they carry to the Preacher, for 
ſome common and ourward gifts, cither of life or 
lcarning,orfor his clocution, aRion, words, phraſes 
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in dclivery,or any ſach like reſpe&t., This was Saint 
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Anguſtines delight which before his connerfion hee 
rooke in Saint Ambroſe Sermons , more far the elo- 
quence ofthe words,then rheſubſtance of the mar- 
ter; and thisalſo was the delight which EZecchicls 
auditorstooke in preaching, Hee was vnto them as 
the pleaſant voyce of a Multtian,and they commen- 
ded him much, but vet their hearts rapne after their 
couetouſneſſe , as did Herods aiter his inceſt, for all he 
delighted lo much in /chns miniſtery, I: bis ioyzin the 
word had beene fincere, he would havereioyced as 
wellin the doRrine of the ſeventh commandement 
as in any other: but this galled him. Thus is jt with 
our Temporary , hecan delight in the word as long 
as it troubles him not in his beloucd ſins ; bur lerit 
once touch him there, hee ſpurnes preſently , and - 
flings away. Therefore hee delighteth not in the 
word (incerely, becauſe it is the word of God, for 
then one partthereof would beas welcome to him- 
as another. Now the true beleeuer, even when the 
word crofſcth his corruption, can yet then ſay with 
Paul, 1 delight i the Law, concerning the inner man. 
2. Trucioy isa fallioy, as our Sertonr ſpeaketh 
to his Diſciples, That your ioy may be full, The truc 
beleeuer ſo reioyceth in things [pirituall, thar hee 
wholly deſpiſeth the ioy of chingstemporall, and in 
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them reioyceth [iightly and owerly as theughhe reioy- | 


- cednot. His joy isa ſbouting toy, ſuch as isthe 709 of 
| barueſt: T hou haſt giuen me more io), laith Danid,then 


; when their Corne and Oyle abounded. But the ioy 
| which our Temporary findeth in things ſpirituall, is 
| nothing comparableto that in temporall. 1#gas ivy 


| in che bager, was aboue thathee tooke in Chriſt,avd 
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his DoRrine, Her0d tooke greater delight and con- 

| rentmentin Herodias thenin John, and in the pro- 
phane damſels dancing, then inthe holy Prophets 
preaching. For among thoſe many powerfull Ser- 
mons which he heard him preach;when was he cuer 
lo affeed, as to ſay, iobn, aske what thoa wilt, and it 
ſhall be ginen thee, enen to halfe of the Kingdome? If 
the ſpirituall ioy of the Temporary were ful, what 
need he chen to fir vp with this carnall and finfull 
joy t He that i full, fayth Salomon, loatheth the honey. 
| combe, So hee that is full of this ſweer ſpirituall ioy, 
loatheth the ſweeteſt and moſt delicious honcy- 
combs of the fleſh or the world.But the T emporaries 
| teeth water after them. He is like thoſe fowle, that 
as they flic aloft, ſo alſo they ſwim in the waters : 
which asthey were vncleane vnder the Law, ſoalſo 
is he, forthat ſeeming to mount vp in ſpiruall ioycs, 
he yer withall ſwimmerh, 'yea, batherh bimſeltc in 
the waters of carnal} delights. Hence it is thatthe ioy 
of the Temporary is but an obſcure and mnddy 
ioy : for carnall ioyes mixed with ſpirituell,arc as a 
damye toputouttheir light, and as mud to trouble 
and diſtemper their cleare riuers; whereas the ioy 
of the true belecuer, being free from ſuch diſtempe- 
rature, isfarre more cleare and lightſome, 

3. True ioy isa ſroxg ioy , according to that in 
Nehemiah, The oy of the Lord t yonr flrengeb, And 
| this frengtb it fheweth ſpecially in three caſes. 

7. In our paſſiue obedience, in induring aflitions. 
| Saint Paul gineth this reaſon, why the faithfu)l 
[are fo vnconquerable'iy their aflitions ; Nill-by 
| meanes 6f their patiencepoſle ſing theit ſouls ; be- 
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cauſe the lane of God ts ſpread abroad into onr hearts by 
the Holy-Ghoſt. Loe, the power of truc an( lively 
fecling of Gods ſweetneffe in Chriſt + ir can make vs 
hold vp the head in the greateſt deieQions 2 Exceps 
thy Law had beere my delight, (fanhithe Prophet) 7 


ſhould now hane periſhed in mine affiiftion:being over. | 


come by the extremity of my tribulation, I ſhould 
haue done taat which in effc& Saw/s perſecutions 
bad medo,namely renounce the true God , and goe 
and ſerue other gods. Where then there is a ſound 
delightinthe word, ickeepes amanfrom ſuch kind 
of perifhing : for, as the Apoſtle excellently faith, 
The perce of God gar/eth onr hearts in Chriſt 1eſus,that 
rhough our troubles and croſſes would plucke vs 
from Chriſt, yet where there is true peace, trueioy 
inthe holy Ghoſt, it is ſo (weete and comfortable, 
thatie hold vs faſt to Chriſt, and for all our trou- 
bles,makes vsto ſay with Peter, 1t 5 good being here : 
we knew not where to mend our ſelucs: but the ter 
porary Beleener is not alwayes thus kept from perith- 
ing in affliction: for our Savrour of one kind ofthem 
fayth, that Whenperſecation of the Word commeth, 
then he is offended, and in the time of tentationdepar- 
teth away. Now true ioy,as we lay, isas a fountaine 
of water, to refreſh and rclieue vs in the greatcſt 
drought, and in the moſt ſcorching heat of perſecu- 
tion : but the /emporarics ioy is a ſtanding poole, 
whichis drycd vp in the heate of Summer, in perſe- 
cution he ſhrinkes, and thereforehis ioy isnotthe 

toy of erue faith. . | | 
2. The ioy of the Lord onr ſtrength in our actjae 
obedience , which is dayly to. be performed io the 
whole 
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whole courſe of our lines. When how biſt inlarged my 
heart (faith Danid) 1 ſhall ritine the wayes df thy Com: 
mwandements. Now itis ſpirituall joy that inlargerh 
a Chriſtians beart, euen as gricte contraRs it. And 
whenthe Chriſtians heart is thus intarged , hee hath 
ſuch freſh life and ſpirit put into him , that ic makes 
him runne, cucn with thefeet ofthe Hinde, ſwiftly, 
in the Chriſtians race. Ir is as oyle , wherewith the 
body being ſuppled, is the more agile, and nimble 
for ation: as in /acob, afterthat hee bad beene ſoa- 
kedirj rbis oyle,and bathed in this bath of heanenly 
comfortsin Berhel, as it were a generous and manly 
horſe refreſhed'with a baite in his iourney: the text 
| ayes,that he l;fs vp his feer,that is, wentchearefully, 
and with good heart & courage, forward in his tra- 
uell. But our 2e9porary after his beſt refreſhing with 
the ſpiritual] delicates riſeth vp with choſe Ifraclites, 
to play, hee is as weake and impotent as before, ey- 
ther for reſiſting temptation , or performing any 
good duty. So farre is he from {ifring vp his feet with 
lacob, 19runne the wayes of Gods commandements with 
Dauid. The traucller that by the way drinks agood 
draught of wine, is refreſhed, and thereby inabled 
for his craucll : if hee onely ſippe of it with his 
mouth, ſtill he will remaine faint, and weary, vnable 
to hold on in tranell. Sois it withthe temporary be- 
lecuer, that onely fippes ofthis ſpirituall wine ; hee 
cannot poſſibly have D anias ſtrength; tb /#»e ihe 
way of Gods commanidements. Heere then isthedil- 
couery ofthe deceit of his heartin thiskind: he fee- 
leth ofren many comforts, and is ſomerimesinpray- 
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exerciſes cuen rauiſhed againe; but yet for all this, 
the fruit ofa well-ordercd heart and life follows nor. | 
And therefore in truth hee cannot haue any ſonnd | 
comfort in them,as any cuidences of juſtifying Faith 
for excellently hath Zach. coupled theſe two things 
together, To gine light to them that ſit in darkenes, and | 
in the ſhadow of death, (which I interpret aſwell of the 

light of #oy and comfortin the eff-(719n5, as of know- 

lede in the vnderitanding, ) and io guide our feete into 
the wazes of peace. Sothat ifonce being refreſhed with 
the yon of this light, of this firc, wee riſe nor vp 
towalke in the wayes of peace, butſit fill in the 
chairc of ſloth, holding the hand in the boſome: it is 

an argument ir was no true light, but onely a ſodaine 
and deccitfull flaſhing that ſhone vnto vs. 

3- Theioy ofthe Lord ſhewethir ſtrength, inre- 
ceining Vs after our falles , temptations, deieitions. As 
wemay ſccin. David, in temptation and diſtreſle, fee- 
ling che abſence of the ſpirit,and Gods eftranging of 
himſelfe from him, hce prayes, Lord !:ft how wp the 
| light of thy countenance, ſtriving to recouerhis loſle. 
But how,and by what argument? by the experience 
of the ioy which formerly he had felt in the appre- 
henſion of Gods fauour; 7 how haſt ginen me moreioy 
then they haut had in abundance of corne and oile. Loe, 
the ioy that Danid bad felt in Gods favour in time 
paſt, ſerhis tecth on edge after it againe : a notable 
property of true ſpirituall ioy; it makes vscleauefaſt 
ro Cod.whois the matter of our ioy,cuenthen\when 
either he is departing from vs, by with-drawing his 
| facefromoureye, or wee are departing from him, 
by with-drawing our necke from his yoke : we have 
| an 
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an cxamplein the CApoZaticall Church ofthe 1/ree- 
lizes, conceiuing a purpoſe of returning againe to 
the Lord,for that it was better wich her before,then 
ſince her reuolt. Andlothe Prodigst ſorme, when he 


mer good fareat his Fathers houſe, reſolucch there- 


Chriſt, going about to recouer the Church of Zphe- 
ſ#« , ſomething fallen, he puts berin mind @fher for- 
mer eſtate, andthe happy priuiledges thereof which 
now ſhee wanted : Remember from whence thou art 
fellen,end repent, ec, That is,confider what kinde of 
eſtate chou waſt in, inthetime of thy firſt loue, how 
full ofpeace, ioy in the holy Ghoſt, liberty of ſpirit, 
&c, and then, repentance and doing the firſt works 
will follow. For he that hath once tafted of the ſweet 
of this ioy,is lo affeted therewith,that with Paul he 
would rather die then loſe it. And therefore, fee- 
lingir to be ſomething eclipſed by his falls, hee can 
neuer beatreſt,cill by renewing ofhis repentance, he 
be againe repoſſefled of ir. Bur now itis farreother- 
wiſe withthe baſe counterfeit ioy of the Temporarie 
beleeucr. The truc belccuers ioy ariſeth from a 
chrough apprehenſion of Gods mercy byFaith,from 

a through feeling of the wart.ch ofche Evangelical 


fore this ioy obtained the chicftic and ſoueraigntie 
in his ſoule; for the ioy in outward things was but as 
a ſhadow,andin them, as before was ſaid, hereioy- 
ced, pre” 4 hee reioyced not. Hence itthen com- 
meth to paſle, that ſin hauing prophaned and ſome- 


thing obſcured his ioy,notwithſtanding all outward 


was pinched wich famine , calling to minde thefor- 


vpon to returne home againe. Hence it was that | 


wine, cheering him euen at the very heart,and there- | 
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 theiog and comfort of the true beleeuer had ſuch a 
Y | quickening |! 


© The deceitfuineſſe of mans beare. 
| comforts in great abundance preſent themſclues, 
and their ſryice, yet they are in his account bur 
miſerable comforters , no, forall them he droupes, 
and hangs downethe head, & bangs vp bis harps, re- 
| mcmbring the cowf0r15 of Sion, and thoſe ſweet ſongs 
of tbe nightywherewith Gad was once wont to fill his 
mouth,be begins to thinke with himſclfe:O in what 
happy caſe was I, when I walked faithfully and vp- 
rightly with my God ! O the ſweete ſongs of the 
| vight,and heauenly inſpirations ofthe Almighty!O 

the gracious viſlitations ofthe Spirit, and teachings 
ofthe reines in thenight ſcaſon! How was I then fed 
with the bread of Angels,and feaſted with the Jain- 
tieſt ofthoſe heaucnly delicates ? Why then do I de- 
priuve my ſelfe of all theſe comforts by mine owne 

negligence? Why returne I not againe tomy good 
| God, to enioy his heretofore caſted ſweetneſſe? Burt 
now the Temporaries ioy ariſeth onely from a very 
{ ſlight and ſuperficiall apprehenſion of the promiles, 


hat when for the recayning oftheſe eemporall com- 
| forts, he begins to fal, his ſpiritual igy,by this means 
| Once interrupted, quite dycth : for it was not of that 
| force, to leaue ſo.deepean impreſſhon in his heart, 
as that afterward hee ſhould be affetcd with the re- 
membrance thereof, in ſo powerfull a manner as 
hereby to be rayfed vp agajne,, to ſeckethe Lord 
 afrelh by arenuedat of faith and repentance, But 


—— 


onely from a ſipping of this wine in the mouth, and | 
not from any operation thereof at the hart:and ther- 

| fore his ioy, as we ſhewed, was greater in outward | 
things then in «ps : and hcnceitcomes to paſle, | 


—— — ——— 
— 


' 


- 
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but remember it,cuen in his more grieuons falls,and 

with the Prophet, in the remembrance thereof, ſay 
1will nezer forget thy precepts : for by them thon haſt 
qnickned me. 

I V. Theioy of true Faith, is a more ordetly, and 
leiſurely ioy,it comes nor all on the ſodaine , but v- 
ſually by certaine ſteppes and degrees, in this man- 
ner. Firſt, the belceuer ſees his owne (infull wrer- 
chedncs, clearely repreſentedto his cies inthe glaſle 
ofthe Law, and thereupon agaſt withſo fearetull a 
fight, be isin greardiftreſſe, feeling how bitter and 
burdenſome his fins are: for which being'throughly 
pricked and perplexed in conſcience, and knowt 
there isno remedy bar Faith in Chriſt, he beginner 
to hunger for Chriſts righteouſnefſe, and for Faith 
co apprehend it, yawningin his deſires, even like 
the dric and thirfty ground. This Faith when at 
length he hath got by many ſtrong and lond cryes, 
ſent vp to the throne of Grace, he feeleth his minde 
calmed, and beginneth to reioyce in the faluation 
of the Lord. Ancxample of ioy thus wrought , wee 
haue inthofe Conuerts of Peter, who were firf} pric- 
ked and wounded in Spirit, crying out to the Apo- 
ſtles for ſomereleefe ; and chen afterward , hearing 
the promiſes, and recciuing the Sacraments, they 
werereplenifhed with the ioy ofthe holy-Ghoſt. Bat 

Ie. Temporaries toy comes nor ſo ſlowly, bur it 
ſprouterh forth like 10945 Gourde ſodainely it one 
night, And therfore inthe Parable iris ſaid, charthe 


ſeedin the tony meme reemrny ho re 


| Andinthcexpaſition of che Parable, Chrift ſayes, 


quickningand reviving vereveinir, tharhee cannor 
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—— 


touch of conſcience, without any through humilia- 
tion going before, they receruetheword with ioy, But 
the good ground brings forth, as other of her fruits; 
ſo this of toy, with patrence, as Luke bath it: oras the 
Grecke word may beare , in expec#s11on, ortariance; 
namely, for the fit ſeaſon. Iris ſpoken (I take it) in 
oppolitionts the ſtony ground , which was ſaid to 
bring forth preſently vpon the receipt ofthe Seede, 


| Butthe good ground doth ratherreltraine, or keepe 
in it ſelfe, doth not ſo ſuddenly pur forth ic ſdAfe, as |. 


the ſtony ground, bur retaines the ſecede within , till 


the iuſt time of bringing lorth be come. VVherfore | 
this ouer violent haltinefle, thatis in our Tewpora- |. 


ries ioy, and ſo alſo other of his graces, giueth vs 
juſt cauſe ro ſuſpe& them as deceirtfull , and rofearc 
in them the truth of the common Prouerbe, Sooner 
ripe ſoone rotten. As in trauellers, hethatat the firſt 
is ſofreeand frolike, and ſpurresit, and gallopsit 
ſo luſtily , hee ouer-takes indeede many inthe way, 
and leaues them behinde ; but atlength his horſe js 
tyred, and then he is over-taken, to his ſhame, ofthe 
moreſober,and moderate Rider, whom ere-while he 
paſſed by, as an ouer ſlow companion : foin this ſpi- 
rituall iourney our Sauiour noteth it,that wany of 7he 


firſt that outſtript their fel/owes, ſhall belaF#, when the 


laſt ſhall be firſt. How far was 1«4a ar ftrſt , before 


Nicodemus ? Nicodemws came cloſely,and by ſtealth | 

to Chriſt,and was onely a night profeſſor; Ind fol- | 

lowed him openly.in the day , in the ſight of all men | 

when Nicodemm was buta low ſcholer, Icarſecapa- | 

ble of the firſt elements of Chrillianity, as namely, | 
0 


——_— 


that immediately vpon the firſt hearing, without any | 


| 
| 


— 
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T bedeceitfulneſſe 


ofthe doArineof Regeneration, Indarwas a forward 


and"zcalous Preacher : And yetaclaſt, Nicodems | 


chat was /xft, became fr/?: and /udas that was firſt, 
became /aff - when 1494 0id treacherouſly betray 
Chriſt in the night, he did faithfully profeſſe him in 
the day, and when 7#:a: his great faith was turned 
' into-helliſhdefpaire , then hee went and hung him- 
ſelfe; then did Nicodemws his little Faith , become 
ſtrong and bold,thar he duiſt openly begge,and ho- 
nourably bury the body ot Iclus. He thatrunnes 0- 
uer eagerly arche firſt beginning of his race, quicke- 
ly runnes himſelfe outof breath, and cannot poili- 
bly hold our. Vatimely fruirs, children that come 
befor: their time, are vaſhapen,anddeformed chil- 
dren, and doc notliue.. Soaretheſe Temporaries, 
Whoſe graces come our of the wombe, before rhey 
| have theiriuſt conception , miſ ſhapen, and defor- 
med Chriftizns, and: ſuch kinde of graces quickely 
vaniſh : It faceib wi: hrthem as with children thatare 
tootimely witry-and wile aboue their age ; of whom 
. weeſay.,, andexperience ſhewes as much, they are 
notlong lived : when we (cea Chriſtian, at the very 
firſt daſh breake forth into zeale, aboue the age of 


| his Chriftianicy, it is butan ill ſtpne, apreſage ofno. 


durable ſoundnefle. The flattering of the Sunne 
rayes often drawes forth the bloſſomes very eare'y : 
but afterware come colde nips, and then all1s mir 

red, and it had beene better they had nat beene ſo 
forward. Itis good then for Chriſtians, that would 


| not deceine themſelnes, ro take heed of the ſtony. 


grounds ouerforwardnes;in their firſt beginnings to 
be wiſely mederate : when they are but children in 
| | = 


nad. 


Chriſt | 
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Chriſt troſpeake,, and doeas children, 'andas Dazid 


| ſpeaketh in another cauſe, not to vr:der-take, or ven- 
ter on things too high for them , rather to imitate | 


Pithagoras Schollers of whom the beſt and moſl to- 
ward]y were to hold their peace for the two firſt 


which now we ſpeake of. But the Temporaries reioy» 


ter payment to follow, fo as they aretothe Ele, e- 
uen the firſt fruits, promiſing an ample harueſt, bur 
onely a ſay of precious wares , which oftentimes is 
giuen to chapmen that neuer buy, and purchaſethe 


| whole: for this ioy wanteth beth ſinceririe , being 


defiled : falnes being ſleightand defeRine : ſfremgth 
being faint and feeble : 0deration being vnſcaſona- 


of Spirituall ioy, yet for this deceit, deſcructh | 
the ſame checke wherewith Salomon 
rebuketh the carnall, Thou art 
madae , what i it that 
thor doeſt ? 


yeares, and not before thus throughly ripened, to | 
ſhew themſelues. Then may they havcioy as of | 
other of their gifts, ſo oftheſe joyes and feelings 


ble, forward and haſty. And therefore,though a kind | 


| cing is not good. Though God give him ſometaſts | 
| and feelings, yet they arc notasany ecarneft of agrea- | 
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Of the deceit of the T emp oraric veleencrs 
ſorrowes and defires. |, 
poamay H E deccits'that ate in” che Temporaries 
Sas F 4114 thus opened, wee come in the next 
PS place, to ſpeake of his deceits in the matter 
of Repentance. W hereit catinot be denyed, butthat 
he fy goe very farre inthe probable teſemblance , 
of Repentancezinſomuch as he himſelfe, as well as 0- 
thers , may thinke he hath-in truth repented. To 
sXamine this more particularly, in the particulars of , 
Repentance, and firſt in that which is inward, and 


| chett in that which isoutward therein. 


1. For the inward pratZiſe of Repentance,there arc 
two ſpcciall things wherein hee deceiueth himfelfe, 


' Sorrow, Deſire. The former reſpe&ing time: paſt : 


rhe latter, time preſent; and to come. 
1. Fot his ſorrow, he is wondrous wide, hee fee- 
leth, no doubt,oftentimes ſome remotſe,the prickes 


andfſtings of an accuſing conſcience , as it were the 


arrowes ofche Almighty ſticking in his ribbes: and 
hereupon concludes he bath his pattin godly ſor- 


2 His repen- 
tance, 


1Inward, in 
$ 


1 Sorrow. 


row, But exceeding falſly, and deccitfully : For, 
who fcele greater gripes , and pangs of vpbray- 
ding, and vexing conſciences , then doe the Di- 
gells themſelnes, and the moſt deſperate reproa- 
bates? So thar if this reaſon were good , they-aiſo 
ſhould bane godly ſorrow. Indeed theſe compun- 
Rions of heart , theſe horrors , and terrovrs in the 
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Ele& | 


| Proucd falſc. 
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AQs 2.37. 
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Marth 11.18, 


| farre enough jntathe houſe, that Rands onely Marhe 


| 


are to be diſtinguiſhed from repentanceir [clie, as be- 
ing common to theteprobare,withthe Ele. There- |. 
fore, as the ficke patienc ſhoulddeceiue himfelfein | 
thinking hee had taken a ſufficent purge , becanſe | 


Ele&area notable preparatine to godly ſorrow, and 
they are as theprickes of the needle, making way for 
the thred : as wee may ſee in the cxample of that 
troupe of Saint Peters Converts: neugrtheleſle they 


hee hath taken. preparative; or as he ſhould de- 
ceine himlelfe, that ſhould thinke bee were cenered- 


Entryor the Porch: ſo doth hcere our temporary de- 
lude his ſou'e , miſtaking fome preparajery., and i#- 


troductorie workes ynto repentance 4 for repencance | 
it lelie. For notwithſtanding thoſe. Zerjtenttarzes. in; | 
the Acts were milerably wracked ,  dndtormented;|/ 


in conſcience, and fcltihe two edged-(word'of the | 
Spirit piercing through their ſoules, yet when they 


an{wer; Repent: bcljke then they had notrepented as 
yet, forall the ſmart oftheirrubbing and galling con- 
ſciences. Nay, marke how Pezer preſcribes repentance 
as the onely ſoueraigne remedy. torclecuethemin 
thattheir agony. Loethen yet a fouler and groſer 
deceit, to tike the a/caſe for the remedy, to thinke 


that becauſe they hauethe: woynd curable onely by | 


the Balme of Gilead , therefore they haue the Balme 


{ir ſelfe, So alſo our Savtenr calleth ſuch as arc in 


this caſe , men heauy laden and wearied with the bur» 
then of finnes guilt, and bids them come vnto him. 
A mantherefore may be burthened with: the ſenſe 

| of 


| demanded of Peter, whatthey ſhauld doe, namely, | 
to be eaſed of their preſent; diftireſle , receiued this; | 


—— ——.4 "—" 
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| of fine, and yet-(as yet) not come to Chrift, Yea, 


thereis as great difference-berwixt-being thus hea- 
vic toaden'; andcomming to Chriſt, as berwixt ha: 
uing aburthen on ones backe', and the hauing of ir 
taken off: for therefore doth Cn ts r call ſuch to 
comewvnto him, that by this-meanes'they might be 
eaſcd. Andyctmore plainly doth or Sauiourcleere 


| chis, when he ſaith; thatine came rv call buners (vn- 
derſtand itof {inners laden with the burthen of their 


ſinnes, ſceing and bewayling their miſery) 79 repen. 
tance; Therefore, tofedfones ſelfe a finner, and to 
be couched with the ſenſe of our miſery; is not al- 
wayes repentance. And: in the place forc-alledged, 
Matth. 11.28! heebidsſach as are laden with ſinne; 
that is, ſuch: as fcele the fmart of ſins guilt prefling 
the conſcience, cuen them he bids to learne humili- 
tie: which ſheweth thata man may be affeted with 
ſome ſenſe of ſinne, and: yet not truely bumbled in 
godly ſorrow.” But tharhis deceit, in thinking hee 
hath godly ſorrow, may the better appeare, let 
vs bricfly cxamine it by the Properties of goalie ſor- 
row, - 

Firſt, Godly ſorrow reſpeAs the inne mare than 
thepuniſhment, and maketh the repenting {innerto 
be of this minde, that he cares not what outward 


puniſhment he indures. fo that hee might feelethe 


guiltof his ſinne walhed out of his conſcience, and 
behold the louing countenance of God in Chriſt. 
The voice ofgodly ſorrow isthat of Darid, Take a 
way the'treſpaſſe of thy ſeruant. It is therreſpafſe hee 
would hauc taken away : for as for the Puniſhment, 
how hee ftoode affe&ed ; let his owne words __ 
war 


Matth.g. 

And diſcoue- 
red by the 
markes of pod- 
ly ſorrow, 
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ward witncfle when he ſpcakes thusto God, les thine 


band ve x $4 me ap wy Farber banſe. . But itis: onely 


the punilhment eyther felt, or feared; thatcauſeth 
that howling and cryipg,which ſometimes isinthe 
wicked Terporarie,.as iſan, Ahab ,Indes, ec. The 
vayce ofthis bale ſorrow; is.thatof Pharaek , Take a 


way ths plague, namelyofthe outward ſcourge,nor, 


T 6ke away this bard e475, a greater plague then any : 
yea, then all the ten plagues. Marke the difference 
betwixt Pharach and D avid: the lanes griefe, which 
is for the whip; and rhe ſonats, which is for offend- 
ing his kindand louing facher.. The one is thepricfe 
of lawe,the Other of feare and hatred. 

Secondly Ged.z ſorrows lating anddurably, Ay 
ſanne, laith Danid, «ener befare mee. Ther bhumiliati- 
on is a continuall a&,- renewed daily; infomuch; 
thatifchey ſometime through weakeneſſe omit it, 


| they recompence it with an extraordinary meaſure 
thereofafterward. The Prophetelſe-where complai- 


neth, that his zeares were as his ordinary food, which 
if men omit one d3y , they eate the more for it the 
next. But the ſorrow of thele 2emporaries are aguecifh, 
and comes anely by fis and /tarrs. Yet heerein not 
agueilh, chat Agues areconftant in; their fities, and 


|| fomeofthem hold long, theſe ſorrowesare very vn- 


certaine and momentany. They may be ſometimes, 
asagraue Diuine ſpeaketh , Sermor-/iche, but no 0- 
therwiſe then, menare Sea-ficke, who arepreſently 
' wellagaine, whenthey cometo ſhoare. Here then 
is the deceit of the Temporarie, that thinkes:he bath 
'forrowedenough, if that at any time: hee feele any 
[Pangs of cheſe paſhous , any quairnes of yu on 
ma 
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ſmall workings of farrow to diſquict him bur a litle. 
Alike, as if one, feelingthe fleſh ro ſmart after the 
| plaiſter newly applyed tothe foare, ſhould preſently 
takeoff theplayſter, and ehinke it had wroughe e- 
rough ; whereas the playſtee wuſt [ye on fall, cill it 
haue caten out the corrvptian wholly. And fo muſt 
this corroſiuc of godly ſorrow , applyed once to the 
feſtered ſoares of our ſinnes ſtill remaine withvs, ill 
they be throughly healed, thatis, to ourdying day ; 
and then all :2ares, cuen the tearcs of godly ſorrow 
it ſclfe, foal be wipedaway, but not before. 

Thirdly, godly ſorrow, yea the very firſt ſeedes 


and preparations thereof, thoſe terrours and hor. 


rours thatareintheconſciences ofthe Ele&, they 
ſill driyue them to God, and fit them for the hand of 
God, to bee wrought and framed thereby. As wee 
may fec in them whom Peters Sermon pricked. 


the enemies of Chriſt, the high Pricſts, andthe Di- 
uell, towhom.-he went, when he went to the halter: 


|] Thelatteralſo, not to prayer, net to God, not to- 


the men of God, but to Muſicke, to the Harpe, and 
atthelaſt, tothe Witch of Zxdar, ro the Diucll. So 


to. decciue thoſe terrours by that: imployment of 
his. minde. Thus alwayes doth the —_— , 
when God ſhootes his arrow into the ſide of his 


ſtriketh 


- (ares 


—— 


Their wound made them feeke for phyficke, and | 
drauc them to the Phyfition,, rothe men and Mi- | 
niſters of God. Now 1«das alſo had his terrours of | 
conſcience : ſo alſo had Sazl his, Bur whither did | 
they driue them ;, The former not to Chrift, but to. | 


they draue Ca/m to the building of Citics, thinking 


Pen » lyefrom him, asa Dog from him that: 


WII 


| 
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ſtriketh him with a cudgell , and ſcekes any where 
rather for reliefe chan at his bands : for ſuch is his. 
dcſpaire, whereof he is ſwallowed vp,and ſuch is his | 
deſperate malice and hatred againſt G o Þ in this 
caſc, that hee cannot ſomuch as whiſper the leaſt il- 
lable to him. It. is otherwiſe with the Ele& of God. 
Paul being fearefully wounded and confounded in 
his minde, could yerthen ſay tothat God that did 
all that vnto him , Lord, what wouldeft chow hane mee 
t0doe? | 

Fourthly , godly ſorrow worketh Xepentance, ai 
change and alteration of heart, cauſing vs to hate 
finne, and loue righteouſneſſe. And the reaſon is, 
for that in godly ſorrow che heart is moulcen, and 
wholly liquified and difloluced , and ſo being made 
ſofrand tender , recciueth the ſtamp and imprefle of 
Gods Spirit. Bur in theſe our Temporaries no ſuch 
matter. They may other-while ſhed a few whoorihh * 
tcares, & hand downe the head like a bul-1uſh for a day, 
with thoſe Zewes - but filthy ſwine that they arc, af- 
ter they haue waſhed themſclues (in the waters, one | 
would hauc thought of Repentence ) they returne 
preſently ro their wallowing in the mire of cheir 
former filchincſle, 4446 faits and pincheth his car- 
kaſe with ſacke-cloth , and gocs creeping and crou- 
ching ; but had he euer truely repented for oppreſ- 
ſing of poore Nabsrh, would hee ſo ſoone aftcr haye 
fallen into the ſame finne ofoppreſſion , in the vn- 
inſt impriſonmenr of the holy Prophet Hichaiah; 
where thecircumſtance ofthe perſon oppreſſed, ad-| 
deth weight to the ſinnc? If it had becne true re- | 
pentance, his hand would not ſtill haue remayned 


bloudie, | 


T hedeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
bloadie , nor his eare wvncircumciſed, to diſtaſte the 
wholeſome Prophecies of faithfull 14:c44iah. Eſa, 
euen in the middeſt of his yelling , falſly accuſcth 14. 
cob his brother for coſenage, ſcecketh co. haue a ble(- 
ſing ſcuered from his brothers, and carryctha vin- 
di&tiue minde againſt him, purpoſing co murther 
him. Yea Felix, when ſtrucken with the maieſticof 
the word in Pex/s mouth, ſo chat he trembledagaine 
for feare, yet cuen then he remained the ſame coue- 
tous Felix that before : at that very inſtant hee trem- 
bled, hee coneted, andexpetted a bribe of Paul, 
when he gaue Paw! (ome occalion, to cxpet repen- 
tance ofhim, Thus alſo when Gods threatnings in 
the miniftery of Moſes wrung zeares our of the I[rac- 
lites eyes, yet they could not wring rebe/40 out of 
their hearts ; tor being threatned to dic inthe wil- 
derneſle,for their thoughts of returninginro «Egypt, 
and therefore commanded not to goe the next way 
to Canaan, butto goe backe againe into thedeſarr, 
that ſo the denounced ſentence mightbeecxceuted ; 
they ſcemed much to be moued herewith, and hum- 
bled chemſelues in weeping and confefhon of their 
ſinnes: bur yet for all this,they would by no means 
be perſwaded co obey the commandement of not 
going on [trait forward toward Canear. Thelikeis 
to be thought of 1«d« his griefe: for all thar, ſtill he 
remayned the ſame olde 1d that before. There 
was not any true hatred of his finne wrought in his 
heart ; for then hee could not haue added. murther 
to,murther. Nay, if hee hadlincd, he would have 
been ready to haueplaycd ſome new pranke. Thus 
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£ T he deceitfulneſſe of mans bare. 


of teares , though they water their conches , and exen 
bathe and ſocke themlic]ues in this ſale brine, yerfor 
all this they remaine vnſcaſoned and vamortified. 
Their Leopar, yu ſtill remaine vawaſhen; their 
Blackemores hidevnchanged. But godly ſerrow is 
In theElet. | of that nature, that the ſoule once drenched, and 
baptized with the teares thereof, recciueth ſuch a 
ttndtureand dye of grace, that will neuer after our. 
There is no diſtillation of hearbs ſo precious for the 
curing of bodily, as this of godly ſorrowes, teares 
for the healing our ſonles infirmities. The ayre is 
not ſocleared, when the cloud is diſſolued by raine, 
asthe minde, when the clouds of our iniquities are 
diflolued by the raine of repenting teares. Theſ: 
waters are the red Sea, whereinthe whole armie of 
our ſinnes is drowned, But for that theſe waters in 
the Temporary are but ſhallow , and want their iuſt 
depth , therefore his finnes are not choaked, but ra» 
ther deliciouſly bathed therein. And fo much for the 
\DeGres aig | EEPporary lorrow. 

ES His deſiresarc no leffe deceitfull. Deſire is recko- 
2 Cor.7.11. | ned by Pau/among the fruits or parts or repentance. 
AndinTemporariesthere ſeeme oft-times to be good 
motions, diſpolitions,and deſires after good things. 
They inthe Goſpell, hearing the excellent diſcourſe 
of our Seniour, concerning the heauenly Manna, 
cryed cut, as affeted therewith, LZord, evermore | 
gine vs of this bread, And Agrippa was ſo far wrought | 
vpon by Paul, that hee ſayd , Thou almoſt perſwadeſt 
Atcr6.cs, | eto becomeaChriſtian. Buttheſe deſires ofthe tem- 
poraty are not ſound. For, h 
| T2. True deſires arc no faint defires, but ſuch as 
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make vs faint, they are ſocager and carneft ; like the 
deſires of couetous men, who with 4446, will be 
ſicke for their neighbours vineyard, they long for it 
ſodefirouſly: And thercforethe Apoſtle ſaith, Coner 
after fpiriritnall things; yea,like the defire of Rebelat- 
ter children, which made her ſay, Gine me chilares, 
or I die. Secitin Dauid: Like as the Hart brayeth after 


| che riners of water, ſo doth my ſoule after thee, © God. 


And againe, my ſoale defireth after thee like the thirſty 
ground. But our Temporaries deſires are nothing ſo 
tirong : hee doth not as God. commands, open bus 
menth wide and cannot ſay with Dazid, My heart 
breaketh for defire to thy indgememens ; nor with the 
Church, am ſicke of lone;nor as Siſera in his natural] 
thirſt, 7 aze for thir ft, cine me arinke-tor thisis the na- 
ture of ſtrong and feruent deſires, to be ſo impatient 
of delay, that they commonly verifie Salomons Pro- 
uerbe, The hope that s deferred, & the fainting of the 
ſonule, Therefore our Saviour bleſſed indeed thoſe 
that hunger and thirſt for his righteouſnes, but yet 
ſuchas hunger and thirſt in 9-0#rning , which was 
that he required before vnto bleſſednes. Theblcfled 
deſires then are onely thoſe which are ſo «fetionate 


| that they make the deſirer to mourne, feeling his 


deſire not to be fulfilled : but now our Temporarie 
though hee deſire grace, yet hee feeleth not hearty 
griefe in the want of grace, this neuecr troubles him, 
It neuer breakE$ his {leepe: Therefore his deſires are 
not right. 

2. True deſires of 'pood things are exceeding 
painfull and laborions,in anoyding all hinderances, 


andin vfing all good helps and furtherances. There- 
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fore our Sauiour compares them to the naturall de- 
ſires of hunger and thirſt : Now hunger (as we lay) 
will breake through a flone wall: it will make a man - 
cate his owne fleſh, rather then to be ſtarued: And |; 
Dasids thirſt made him venture the liues of bis three | 
worthies.[nnature the concepiſcible faculty is ſecon- | 
ded with the irsſcible, our deſire is backed with our 
anger; fothar being crofled in our deſires, our an- 
ger preſently is vp in armes, and labourcth the re- 
mouall of that which crofleth : So fire beſides its 
light,wherby it defircth as it were the highelt place, 
hath alſo heate, toconſume all obſtacles that with- 
ſtand his aſſent. But now our 7e--poraries delires are 
nothing elſe but idle,lazic, and lusking wiſhes, ſuch 
as the {luggards , whereof Salomon thus ſpeaketh, 
Pro.a1.25.26. | T he deſire of the ſluggard ſlayeth him ; for hu hands re- 
Pro.13-5- fuſe to worke And againe,, The luggard lafteth, but 
| bath nought.\Why?Becauſe the Lionin the way terri- 
feth himzthe toile of workings kares him: he would | 
faine have meat, but will not worke: and ſo thoſe 
| in the Goſpel would faine haue the heauenly bread, 
Iohn 6. 34,35. | £97 Aenermore gine vs of this bread, bur they will nor 
36. | (as Chriſt cel]s them) take the paines to come vnto | 
him by faith forit: for God hath appointed, thar as 
in the naturall, ſo alſo in the ſpiritual life, 7» the ſweat 
of thy brewes thou ſhalt line. But our ſlaggiſh Tempo- 
rary will none of that; he deſires and deſires, bur ill 
lies lusking in his bed , gaping and ftretching hims- | 
ſelfe, like the dore that turnes vpon the hinges, but | 
yet.hangs ſtill vpon them, it comes not offfor all the 
turnings; fo hee, for all the turning of bis heart in 
faint and weake deſires , ſtill hangeth faſt vpon the 
: hinges | 


' 
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hinges of his ſinnes, and cannot poſſibly come out 
of the power of iniquitic : ſeeing many rubs in the 
way of his deſires, he hath no ſpirit or covrageto go 
aboutto remoue them, to breake through the hoſe 
of the ſpirituall Philiſtines, tor the getting of the ſpi- 
rituall waters : He can wiſh with Balaars, 0 that my 
ſonle might die the death of the righteors) Bui he doth 
not alike deſire the life of the righteous. If he deſire 
vertue, yet not the meanes that ſhould bring him 
to it; and thus defiring vertac, he pines and periſhes 
in the want ofit: He{month it ſelfe, as one layes, 4 
full of ſuch ſleight and ſlathfull wiſhes - Such as were 
his in the Goſpell, that hearing Chris heau enly 
diſcourle, cryed out, affeted therewith, Bleſſed are 
they that cate bread in the kingdome of God; But,as our 
Sauiour there ſhewes in his anſwer,they ſuffer every 
light occaſion of Farmes, Oxen, Wiues to detaine 
them. And ſoasthe Tewporaries defircis an idle, fo 
| alſoit is a diſobedient delire , that will not ſubmir it 
ſelfe to G o Þ s commandement in the vie of the 
meanes: butthe true belceuers deſireis /aboriow,and 
ſo darifull, ſubieCting it ſelfe to the vie of the meanes 
commanded, and ascarneſtly defiring thoſe mcaxes, 
asthe exd it ſelfe, as Danid, when rauiſhed withthe 
meditation of che good mans blefſednefſieypreſently 
conceiued this deſire ; not, O that I had this happi- 
neſle! but, O that I could vſe the meanesto bring 
me to this happinefſe ! 0 1has my wayes were ſo dire- 
Hed,that I might keepe thy ſlatutes : And againe, My 
heart breaketh for deſire tothy indgements. 

3. True defires are conſtant, as in Danid, inthe 
words laſt mentioned, Ay heart breaketh for deſire 
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to thy iudgements alwaies: The reaſon is,becaule true | 
deſires arc inſatiable. The good Chriſtian, though 
he haue neuer ſo much grace, yct ſtil feels his wants; | 
and the more hce hath, 'the more heedeſireth, and | 
Plal.6.10. when theſe piritnal riches increaſe(contrary to Da- | 
ids prohibition inthe Temporal!) he ſets bis heart | 
©vpon them. Andthcrefore ſtill his ſoule imitaterh rhe 
horſe-leaches voyce, thatcry,Giue,gine: butthe de- 
fires of the Temporary, although ſomerimes for the 
time they may ſceme violent, yet aticngth they va. 
niſh away as the morning deaw; as God himſelfe 
cenſureththoſe good atteRions which ſecmed to be 
inthe Iſraclites..The motions and affe tions, which | 
he hath in goodthings,are not much valiketothoſe | 
which the true beleeuer hath ſomerimes in euil: For | 
as he inremptation ſometimes may be tickled, and. 
feele ſome pricking in his defires tothe way of wic- 
kedneſſe, as once David, when hee began to cnter- 
raine thoſe thoughts, 1 have waſhed my hands in inno- 
cencie in vaine : yin concluſion he quenches thoſe 
thoughts, and ſo mockes Sathan, to whom he made 
faire of comming to him,as Daui4did , when for all 
his beginning to yeeld, yet in theend hee came in 
with, that 5:7, or yer : yet for all ths I ſaid ere-while, 
God 6 g00d,e4e. Tothis our Temporaric, though o- 
therwhile he may haue, as we ſay, a monethsminde 
to godlineſſe, and with 4Agrippe be halfe perſwaded 
to bea Chriſtian, yet the concluſion js, I will nor 
leave my former courſe, and ſo hee mockes God, | 
whom hebore in hand, that hee would become his 
Diſciple. 
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CHnar. VII. 


of the deceits of the temparary inthe outward praiſe 
of Repentance, | : 


temporaries repentance, in that which is ix- 

ward, this Chaptcr ſhall be ſpent in ſhewing 
the deceit of that which is ourward, both that which 

isin words, and in deeds: for the former there arc 

ewo ſpecials, wherein the ;ewporary deccjucth him- 

felte; Confeſſtonacd Prayer. ari3 

' I. For Confeſſion, itcannot be denyed: but that ir 
 isa worthy ſeruiceofa repenting (inner, or clſc God 
would neuer haue promiſed ſo greac a reward to it: 
If wee confeſſe our ſinnes, hee. «; faithful 18 forgine. 
ob in the large Catalogue of his good. works, where- 
with he chearcd himſcite in thac heauie agonic, a- 
' mongſ the reft rect oneth the confeſhon of his fins 
for ane, 1f 3 bane hid muy ſinne, 4: 4id 4Agem ec. And 
' Danjd having daid; Foke away the treſpaſſe of thy [er- 
#4aut; to make good thar ſpeech, and ro proue bim- 
ſclfe Gods ſeruant, he addeih, for ! have dove fooliſh 

ty ;as ſome godly learned:thinke, bereby imuimating, 
; thatifhe deſerucd not to be called Gods ſeruant, in 

| regar&0t his late finne, yerac leaſt, in regard of bis 

latter ſervice sofconfeflhon : yeaeliewhere when on- 

ly a purpoſe of confeſſion conceaued by him , Gods 

care was in his heart, before bis confeſſion was.in ls 
tongue; 1 #honght I would confe(fe ny fine, an $hon 
forganeſt me: for as only the man wakenud ou: of bis 
& H 3 
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lob 31.33. 


2. Sam .124.10. 


cleered. 


Pſal,3 I .4- 


© —— —_— 


_ —— 


F 


" dicame 1 


_— 


- Y 0 ON © OY oo 
+. 


— 
(1 


The abceirfulneſſeajmane beet; = 


PRI 


pt ſorniam | dreame can tell his dreame,ſo onely the man awake- 
wrrrarevigi- | ned outof his finnes By repentance, can truly con- 
| nn.  felethem. Wherefore, howloeucr remporaries,and 
16 xenitcnti; | Vnregenerate men = make anoutward confeſon 
eft. Auguſt. as Sarl,Indas, Pharaoh,and others did, yet the truth 
is,there is much guile in their confeſſions. 
o_ '1. True confeſſion muſt come, as wee ſee inthe 
comes neither | Publicatie, from a touched andtroubled ſonle, from 
from | thatbroken and blecding heart of Daz, from that | 
1. A broke, | melting and relenting heart of 7eſi4h This is the 
| Sacr:fice which the Lord will not deſpiſe. But our tems- | 
porary knowes it not; the paine of the wracke only, 
wrings the confeſſion from him, not the mercie of| 
that ſweet God, whom he hath offended: And ther- | 
fore,as weſce in Pharaoh,when he is off the wracke, 
he begins to ſing another note,and to vnſay and call 
in, ina mannece; hisconfeſlion. oe 4) 
F aNorabecee. | * & Terſteomne elſofromn a beleening heart, lay- | 
uing. | ingholg vpon mietcy :' As Day. 9.9. Tet compaſſion 
| and forg inenesu with the Lord, albeit we hanerebelled 
detinſ} hini, And Ezre-to: 2. Wee hane treſpaſſed,e+e. | 
yer now here # hope in 1ſrael concerning thu, namely, | 
for the forgiuencs of this finne. This the remporary 
in his diſtreſſe cannotdoe. 1nd could ſay , I bane 
ſinned;bur for his fife he could notadde thoſe words 
of David,' Take away the ſinmi of thy ſernant. Nay he 
could notſay that confelhon , 7 hewe ſinned to God, 
but only to the bigh Prieſts:for he was wholly (wal: | 
lowed vp of deſpaire. His repentance was a deſpe- 
rate repentance,nottempered with faith, ſoas isthe | 
true reperitance. And therefore our Sauiour prea.. 
ching repentance ſaith, Repent and belcene- 
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' The deceitfulneffe of moans boarts” © | 
;.” Confeſhon muſt come: from anthoneft heare, 
purpoſing not to linne; that ſowith theconfeſion 
we may ioyne alſothe confuſion and ouerthrew of 
finne : Hee that confeſſeth and forſakerh (that is, hee 
thatin the very a& of confelling torſaketh) bs ſnne, 
ſhall find mercy. This was the confeffion ot that good 
Shecaniah, Ezra, 10.2.3, We hauetreſpaſſed,&rc. Now 
therefore let vs make aconenant with the Lord, to put 
away all the wines, But how farre are the Tempora- 
ries from this, who when by confefhon they baue 
ſeemed to diſgorge their Romacks ,* haue hlthily 


with the dogge eaten vp their owne vomir againe? | 


And fofarre arethey from this purpoſe of not fin- 
ning,that they are fully ſer vpon fin,in conteſting; as 
inthoſe 1/-aelires,that ſaid,we hawe finned, we will goe 
vp; which was as much as if they ſhould haue ſaid, 
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3 Not.7.14. 
aecſt hears, 


Pro. 283-13» 


Deut.1.4t. 


Verſe 40, 


we hane finned,we wil ſin: tor God inthe former verſe 
had forbidden them to goe vp; yea, many of them 
preſume to {inne, becauſe of confefhon; thinking by 
itto beeaſed,as the drunkard by bis yomiting: And 
chough ſome ofthem, in their good moodes,and in 
ſome of their fits, may ſecme,, when they humble 
themſelues in confeffion , verily to purpoſe amend- 
ment, yet theſe are no ſound;. noſetled,no ſincere 
& honeſt purpoſes, but ſudden flaſhings, conceiued 
by their deceirfull hearts, rather to auoid the iudge- 
ments either felt, or feared, then truely to pleaſe 
God; and thus, becauſe the heart is not rent, toge- 
ther with the garmenrs,therefore neither is the ſinne 
rent,butrather ſown faſter togetherby chat rending 
ofthe garment; and becauſe with that penitent P»#- 


licanethey ioyne not the inward waiting of the heart | 
| | H 4 with 
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to thy iudgements alwaies:The reaſon is, becauſe true | 


defiresarc inſatiable. The good Chriſtian, though 
he haue neuer ſo much grace, yet ſtil feels his wants; 
and the more hce hath , 'the more heedeſireth, and 
when theſe piritaal riches increaſe(contrary to Da- 
wids prohibitioninthe Temporal!) he ſets his hears 
vponthem.And therefore ſtill his ſoule imitaterhrhe 
horſe-leaches voyce, thatcry,Gine,gine: but the de- 
fires of the Temporary, although ſomerimes for the 
time they may ſceme violent, yet atiength chey va- 
niſh away as the morning deaw; as God himſelfe 
cenſureth thoſe good attetions which ſeemed to be 
inthe Iſraclites. The motions and affe tions, which 
he hath in good things,are nor much valike tothoſe 
which the true beleeuer hath ſomerimes in euil: For 


as he inremptation ſometimes may be tickled, and. 


fcele ſome pricking in his deſires to the way of wic- 
kedneſle, as once Dazid, when hee began to enter- 
raine thoſe thoughts, / have waſhed my hanas in inno- 
cencie invaine : yetin concluſion he quenches thoſe 
thoughts, and ſo mockes Sathan, to whom he made 
faire of comming to him,as Daniddid , when for all 
his beginning to yeeld, yet in the end hee came in 
with, that 6:7, or yet : yet for all this I ſaid ere-while, 
God «go0d,efe. To this our Tewporaric, though o- 
therwhile he may haue, as we ſay, a monethsminde 
to godlineſſe; and with Agrippe be halfe perſwaded 
to bea Chriftian, yet the concluſion js, I will nor 


leave my former courſe, and ſo hee mockes God, 


whom heborc in hand, that hee would become his 
Diſciple. 
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Cnare. VII. 


of the dectits of the temparary inthe outward pradiiſe 
of Repentance, | | 


Fi Avingthus deteRedthedeceitfulneſſe of the 
F4 Lewoperaries repentance, in that which is ix- 


the deceit of that which is ourward, both that which 
isin words, and in deeds: for the former there arc 
ewo ſpecials, wherein the :9mporary deccjucth him- 
felte; Confeſſionacd Prayer. Wi 

' I. For Confeſſion, itcannot be denyced: but that ir 
 isa worthy ſeruiceofa repenting (inner, or clſe God 
would neuer haue promiſed ſo greac a reward t& it: 
If wee confeſſe our ſinnes,, hee «faithful 18 forgine. 
| lob inthelarge Catalogue of his good. works, where- 
with he cheared himſcitein thac heauie agonic,, a- 
' mongt the reft rech oneth theconfſeſhon of his fins 
for one; 1f1 bane hid.mwy ſenne, as did ,4dem gc. And 
| Dawjd hapingdaid; Toke awey the rreſpaſſe of thy ſer- 
vant; to: make good that ſpeech, and ro proue bim- 
ſclfe Gods ſeruant, he addetih, for ! bave dove {fooliſh 
ty; asfome;godlylearned:thinke, bereby imumating, 
| thatifhe deſerued not to becalled Gods ſervant, 1n 
| regard$9t his late {inne, yeracleaſt, in-regard of bis 
latter ſeruice of confefhon : yeaeliewhere when on- 
ly a purpoſe of confeſſion conceiued by him , Gods 
care wasin his heart,be fore bis confeſh.on was.in his 
tongue; 1thonght I would confe(fe my firme, on thou 
forganeſt me: for as only the man waken«d ov: of bis 
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ward,this Chapter ſhall be ſpent in ſhewing | | 
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fee them. Vherefore,howlſoeuer remporaries,and 
 vnregenerate men may make anoutward confeſon 


is,there is much guile in their confeſhons. 


Matke 1.15, 


ned out of his finnes By repentance, can truly con- 


as Sarl, Indas, Pharaoh,and others did, yet the truth 


1. True confeffion muſt come, as wee ſee inthe 
Publicatie, from a touched andtroubled ſonle, from 


thatbroken indblecding heart of Dazid, from that | 


melting and refenting heart of 7oſ64h : This is the 
Sacrifice which the Lord will not deſpiſe. But our tems- 
poerary knowes it not; the paine of the wracke only 


wrings the confeſſion from him, not the mercie of, 
that ſweet God, whom he hath offended: And ther- | 


fore,as weſce in Pharaoh, when he is off the wracke, 
he begins to ſing another note,and to vnſay and call 
in, ita manner; hisconfeſſion.. + | 


x 


| *'4. kmuſteomeglſofrom abeleeving heart, lay- | 


t 2.Nor abcle- 7 


ingholg vpon mercy :' As Day. 9.9. Tet compaſſion 
an _ with the Lord, albeit-we hanerebelled 


detinſt hini, And Exre-to: 2.'Wee hane rreſpafſed, oe. | 
in Iſraet-concerning thu, namely, | 


yer now here tt hope | 
for the forgiuencs of this fine. This the remporary 
inhis diſtreſſe cannotdoe.” 1nds could ſay, 1 bane 
ſinned;bur for his life he could notadde thoſe words 
of David, Take away the finnt of thy fernarnt. Nay he 
could notſay that confeſſion , 7 hewe ſinned to God, 


but only to the high Prieſts:for he was wholly ſwal- | 


lowed vp of deſpaire. His repentance was a deſfpe- 
rate repentance, notrempered with faith, ſoas isthe 
true reperitance. And therefore our. Sauiour-prea. 
ching repentance ſaith, Repent and belcenc. 


HM 


' dreame can tell his dreame,ſo onely the man awake- | 


| 


de. era 


3 Con-| 


Ok 


| #rane,they ioyne not the inward waiting ofthe 
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3.” Confeffion muſt come: from an:honeftr heare, 
purpoſing not to finne; that ſowith theconfeſhon 
we may ioyne alſothe confuſion and onerthrew of 
finne : Hee that confeſſeth and forſakerh (that is, hee 
thatin the very a& of confeſling torſaketh) hs ſiune, 

ſhall find mercy. This was the confefhon ot that good 
Shecaniah, Ezra, 10.2.3. We hanetreſþaſſed,erc. Now 
therefore let vs make aconenant with the Lord, to put 
away all the wines, But how farre are the Tempora- 
ries from this, who when by confefhon they baue 
ſeemed to diſgorge their tomacks , hauc hilthily 


with the dogge earcn vp their owne vomir againe? |. 


And fofarre arethey from this purpoſe of not {in- 
ning,cthat they arefully fer vpon fin,in conteſting; as 
inthoſe 1/-aelrres,that ſaid, we hawe framed, we will goe 
vp; which was as much as if they ſhould haue ſaid, 
we hane ſinned, we wil ſin: tor God in the former verſe 
had forbidden them to goe vp; yea, many of them 
preſume ro ſinne, becauſe of confethon; thinking by 
itto beeaſed,as the drunkard by bis yomiting: And 
chough ſome of them, in their good moodes,and in 
ſome of their fits, may ſecme., when they humble 
themſelues in confeflion , verily to purpoſe amend- 
ment, yet theſe are no ſound; no-ſetled, no ſincere 


& honeſt 7 9s 9 but ſudden flaſhings, conceiucd | 


by their deceirfull hearts, rather to auoid the iudge- 
ments either felt, or feared, then truely to pleaſc 
God; and thus, becauſe the heart is not rent , toge- 
ther with the garmenrs,therefore ncitheris the ſinne 
rent, butrather ſown faſter togetherby chat rending 


ofthe garment; and becauſe with that penitent Pub- 
heart | 


H 4 with 


; 


neſt hea? 


] 


Pro. 28.3. 13s 


Deut.1.4t. 


Verſe 40. 


a 
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ucred, becauſc 


Luke 11.1. 


Luke 38. x0. 


Rom.8.36. 


$3.Not in-more 
grieuous trials 


_Iob 37.10. 


. 2: Nor ſeeking 
Gods face. 


—— — 


their 0wne profit. Whereas the property. of true 


Ye OE TEE 
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T br deceltfulnefi fe of mans heart. 


in picces but rather onſo- 


2. Poynt,which the mouth performes ,is Projer- 
ne'thcr canitbedenied, but that the Temporary may 
pray,and chat as one would thinke, very zealouſly, 
as nodoubtbur «de did,together with his fellows, 
all of them deſiring Chrift roinftrut them how to 
pray : neither only may he doc this with others, but 
alſo ſolitarily apart by himſelfe, as it is ſaid,the Pha- 


—— 


| 


{ 


with the onewerd knocking ofthe bref xherefore this | 
| knocking doth notbarter 
- | lidateand more firmely compa linne together. 


riſie went vp to the Temple topray, as well as the | 
Pablicane, both of them to their priuate prayers,the | 


Temple then in regard of ceremonial! holinefle, be- | 


ing the place, as wel of priuate, as of publike prayer, 


Itmay ſecrne then our Temporary is well: For it.is | 


onely the ſanRifying Spirit which ceacheth to pray, 
who thereforcis ſtyledthe Spirit of prayer, andrhe 
childrenof God arc vſually.in Scriptures {deſcribed 
by this, that they ca{wpon the name of the Lord - But 


alas, his prayers arc not true prayers, they are tur- | 


ned into ſinne : For, 


Firft, though he may pray to our thinking (and | 


his own too ſometime) very feruently, yer /ob ſaies, 


Wik he pray alway ? No, in'moregricuons tryals his | 


heart and hopes faile him; bis mouth is ſtopt,heis 
ſtrook ſpeechlcfle, with che gueſt in the Parable, and 
hath not fo:much-as one word to bleſle bimſelfc 
withall, whoyerilauiſhed moſt luxuriouſly in abun- 
danceof wordsin the time ofpeace. 

2. In prayerhe ſecks himſclfe, and not Godsglo- 
ric , they care not ſo much for Gods fauour asfor 


RE I en 
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OP % 


__prayer | 


a_ 


T bedeceirfulneſſe of mans hears, 
er is ſet downe by Selomoen,, If my people, 4- 
— whons my neme « called vpon,fhall SUS. 
ſelnes,aund pray,and ſeeke my face, Inprayer, Gods face 
and fauor is to be ſought aboue all other things:and 
therefore our Sauiour teacherh vs both to begin our 
praicrs with deſire of his glory, Hafowedbe thy name, 
and to end chem with giuing glory to him, T hine & 
the king dome,c35. But the temporary is not thus holi- 
ly catried-in his prayers wich the reſpe& of Gods 
glory, with Moſes and Paul,preferring it to his ewne 
ſaluation, but with ſe/fe-refped5,and thoſe very baſe, 
as may calily appeareby theſe rwo things : firſt, his 
prayers are more zealous and feracnt with others, 
-thenalone by himſclfc: whereas the vehemencic of a 
ecue Chriftianis then greateſt , when he is ſhut vpin 
his cloſet,and hath God only tobe witnes of ir. This 
| ſhews;thatpride and vaine-glory ſway him, notany 
true zeale to Gods glory : ſecondly,after prayerhe 
hath no carcto returne thanks;as in chenine Lepers, 
which cried as loud as the tenth, 1:ſas heave mercie, 
but returned not with him to gine thankes for their 
health;which ſhewed they ſoughtthemſelues onely 
inthcir prayers, and nothing eſteemed the loue of 
Chriſt:thirdly, he makes prayerthe end of prayer, 
heprayes to pray, he reſts in his praier,and doth not 
in good fadnes vic his prayer as a meanc to preuailc 
againſt his ſins;he prayes idlely and lazily, and doth 
not, together with his lippesin praying , moue his 
hands in indeuouring for that he prayes; according | 
as Selomon dire&eth, coupling together prayer to 


God & our owne indeuour, If :how call for knowledge, | 


| endcry for underſtanding if thou ſeeke her «s ſiluer and 


ſearch 


To5 


2 Chio.7.14, | 


Exod. 31.33. 
Rom 9.3. 


Ile dolet vert 
qui ſing tefte 
dolets . 


Luk. 17.33.15, 


3. Notdire- 
Qed againſt 
his fianes, 


Prey, 2. 34: 
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Ry . Fi 
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Pro. 14.23. 


Pſal.r 19.5.6.7+ 


Verſcs. 


Confeſſ. 1þ.8.1n 
exordio adeleſ- 
centrq petieram 
a te caſittatem, 
et COMLINERTS- 
am, & dixeram 
da mihi conti- 
nelltiam, ſed no- 
li mods : Time- 
bam enim ne me_ 


Y "WM he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


citd exaudires, 
& ſanares a 
morbs concupiſ- 
centie, quam 
expler? maie- 
bamyquam cx- 
HRCUbe 


Swans 


| 


ſearch for her as for treaſure. Loe,together with right 


 cryingand calling in prayer, there muſt beſecking, 


and ſearching in the vie of the means:elſe we dobur 
mocke God, and our ſcluesmuch more, if we pleaſe 
our ſelues in ſuch prayers. And that which Sa/omen 
ſpeaks of other ilde talke, will be true of the vaine 
prattle of ſuch {lothfull prayers ; 1» a4 laboar there is 
abundance,but the talke of the lips only bringeth want. 
We ſhall ſtill remaine poore and begyarly in ſpiri- 
tuallchings, vnleſle our hands beftirre chem, and la- 
bour, together with,our mouthes, vnlefle we riſe vp 
from our prayers, with a ſctled purpoſe to buckle 
our ſelves to our buſines. As Dazzd,after tharhe had 


| prayed:the Lord, that his wayes might be direRted 


to keep Gods ſtatutes, and bad inforced this prayer 


ſtatutes; whereas the remporary belcencr feeies no 
ſuch fruitofprayer, bur rathcr fayes ſecretly , ] will 
liein my finnes ſtill, againſt which I bauc prayed, 
I will breake thy ftatutes , which 1 prayed I might 
keepe. Muchliketo S. Auſter, that before his con- 
uerſion prayed ro God for chaſtiiy and continencic, 
but yet was afraid, as hee writes of bimſelfe, leſt 
God ſhould hearc his prayer too ſoone,'defirous ra- 
ther to hauec his luſt ſarisfied then extinguiſhed, 
Such kinde of minds hauethe vnregenerate in their 
prayer, ſtillrhey loue their ſinnes, and would not 
for al! their talk, leaue them by their good wils. And 
therefare doe they ſo necre reſemble him in the Fa- 
ble,that when his Cart ſtucke in the mire,called vp- 
orhis god for helpe, but yer lay till, and would nor 
tir theleaſt of his fingers to helpe hirmlelfe, ous 
| thoſe 


— bk caad hatin — 


—— 


— 


by certainearguments, he thus ended it, 7 wil keepe | 
by 


i 


ht. 


'  . ThededMfulneſſe of mans heart, 


rouſly banquet againR health ; for while they pray 
| againſt , they play and ſport themſclues in. their 
ſinnes, 

Now, for that wich is 7c«/ in-the outward pra- 
iſe of repentance, namely, the reformation of life, 
the temporary alſo may ſeeme to atraine hereumto : 
for in the Goſpcll the vncleane fpirit is ſaid tobe caft 


outward reformation of his life, in that hee leauerth 
his former ſcandalous courſes of druakenneſſe, 
 vncleanneſſe, ſwearing, lying, open contempt of 
holy things,&c. and conformeth himſelfe ro ſome 
more ſober and ciuill carriage. But yet this reforma- 
tion is deceitful,or elſerhe vncleane ſpirit could nor 
ſocafily re-enter with ſeven worſe ſpirits thay himſclfe 
into thepartigthus reformed, ſo that hs latter end 
ſhould become worſe than his beginning, Now the de- 
ceit heere is this that our temporary taketh his out- 
ward abſtinence from ſinne for true reformation ; 
which vnlefle it proceed from the inward forſaking 
isnanght worth, There muſt be a4b40o77ing of ſinne, 


| as wel as ab/tainine;loathing as wel as leaning,in truc 
| reformation. A theefe when he is manacled, can- 


not ſteale , he abſtaines outwardly : and yet happi- 
ly hatha thecuiſh minde ill; And a chained Lion, 
though hee abſtainc from deuouring, yer bee hath 
his lioniſh nature till ; hee hath notleft that. Many 
leauertheir finnes in like manner, being reſtrained 
by feare,ſhame,and ſuch like reſpeRs : Their hearts 
ſtitt delight ;'and tickle themfſelues in the thoughts 
| of thoſe finnes. But true reformation of finne mult 
[ 


On ASGEPIT 


choſe allo thatin their Sacrifices for health did rio- 


out of him , which-is to be vnderftood, in regard of 


proceed - 


2, In deeds, 
Reformation 
of life. 


Math, 12. 
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Pſal.119.101e« 


De verb, Apeſi. 
ſerm. 21.Lufus 
venit ad ouilt, 
011m quarit 


bare, deucrare: 
vigilant Paſto- 
res, latrant ca- 
nes, nibil pote- 
rit von aufert, 
non occidit : 
ſed tamen lupus 
wvenit, lupus re- 
f- Nunquid 
quia ouem non 
tulit, ideo lupus 
Vent + 0un 
Yedit? Lupres ves 
nt fremens, lu- 
pres redit tre- 
mcns, lupws eſt 
| bamen &> fre- 
F mens + tree 
JDCHS. 


inuadere, iugu- 


} haze refrained (faith hee) from enery enill way ;, but 
why did he ſo?vpon whatground?to what end?T bet 
I might keepe thy word. It was chat loue of the Law 
which hee had ſo pathetically a little before profeſ- 


ſed,9b hew love I thy Law) this was itthat made him 


co refraine from ſhame , his affteation toward the 
Word: and his was that he propounded to him- 


ſelfe , in abſtaining from ſinne, in difpleaſtng his / 
owne corruption to pleaſe the Law,to obey the law. | 
The Wolfe (faith Auſten) comes tothe (heepe-folde, | 


« with a purpoſe to kill andeate : But the ſheepe 
« hcards they watch, the dogges they barke, hecan 
+ doc nothing, he takes away nothing , he kils no- 
«thing: Yer as he comes, fo he goes away,a VVolfe. 
« What, becanſc hee worried and tgoke away no 
« ſheepe, therc fore he wasa wolfc onely in bis com- 


©ming, and 4 fheepe in his retarning ?-No, the | 


« Wolfe comes furious , returnes fearcfull, and yor 


« a Wolfe as well in his feare, as in his furie. And ſo 


are many as wicked in their fearcful} abſtayning 


from (inne, asintheir bold and furious commitring | 


of finne. Somealfo arc diſabled by age, and yer it 
doth them good to remember their former wic- 
kedneſle, and ro: 1ncourage others to the ſame. If 
bare leaving ofthe outward a& were enough, then 
theſe alfo were reformed. Others alſo furceaſe from 
ſome ſinne , becaule a contrary vice Hith got the 


ruleand poſſcſhon of them; as when the prodipail 
man become: couctous : Is here any trac reforma-. 
ron of prodigalicy ? Orhers againc are interrup- © 

ted 


"The deceitfulveſſeef Rs beare. 
proceede from the hatred of fanne, and from rhe | 
| lone of Gods Law forbidding (inne, as D aaids did. | 


- 


T heaeceit fulneſſe of mans heart. | 109 
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red in the pratiſeof one ſinne, by reaſon ſome 5 
' ther (inne divers razm another way, as thoſe m:ſ- 
ſengers did Sant from purſuing Danid. As thus, a 
man is couetous, but yer ambition aud vaine-glory, 
being ftronger, make him leauc his baſe couctous 
niggardize., A man isgiuen to incontinencie ; bue 
his prideandfeare of diſhonour, carrying a greater 
ſway with him, bridle hisluſt. A man is wickedly 
angry with his brother, but yet couetouſneſle hath 
a greater hand ouer him than anger; therefore there 
isagiftin ſecrer given him, hee is pacified. Heere 
Couctoulſnes controules, and checks, and reforms 
anger: Will you call this a reformation ? No,this is 
nothing , when one 7yrant oucrcommeth another, 
but when the lawful X;»g oucrcomes himznot when 
one corruption preuatlieth againſt another, bur when 
grace preuailerh againſt it; when though there were 
no other reſtraint, yet ones one ſanRified heart 
would reſtraine and cauſe one to ſay with 7oſepb , | Gcn 39-9: 
How can doethis, and ſinne azainft God ? otherwiſe 
to deſiſt theourwarda&, can yecld but poore com- 
forr,, to afſure vs that we haverepented, Daevjd had 
left the ſinnes of Murther and Adultery for allthat 
ſpace of time that was betwixt the murther of Y/r:4/ 
| and Nathavs comming to him, which was a yecre 
almoſt ; hee did not ſtill adde one murther to ano- | 
ther ;or one adultery to another; he did not all that 
while fall toit afreſh; bur yer for. all that he repen- 
ted notuntill Nah came and rouzed him, Excel- 
lently. Salomen, By the feare of the Lord men _ Prou14-Is 
from exill : ſhewing, that whereſoecuer the true feare 
| of God is wanting, there is notrue departing m_ 
| euill, 
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| Thedecei:falneſſe of mans heart, 


3. Hisobedi- 
ence. - 


| 1. AQtiuegdiſ. | 
couered, 


'| God commandeth : Paſſive, in ſuffering that which 


| haue both theſe. 


euill, thoughthe outward a of cuill be forborne. 
Therefore when the godly aredeſcribed by abſtain- 
ing fromeuill, witball the true ground of their.ab- | 
Raining is ſet downe: as Ecc/eſ. g. 2, VVhen the wic- 
ked man is ſet outto bee a ſwearer, the godly man 
(by way of oppolition) 1s ſaid, notifimply not to 
weare, butto fearean oath: to ſhew that wicked 
men may refrainc ſwearing, but not out of any feare 
of Gods commandement. This is proper onely 
tothe godly: So Pron, 15.27. the godly arc ſet out, 
not ſimply by their notrecciuing gifts, but by hating 
of gifts ; to ſhew, that therefore they recetue nor 
with the hand , becauſe they hate them with their 
heart- 


Cray, VIII. 
of the deceitfulneſſe of the temporaries obedience. 


$9522 E haue examined the two former grounds, 
AWE, whereupon the Temporary buildeth his 0- 
SEAS pinion of himſelfe to be the childe of God, 
and diſcouered the deceitfulnes of them both name- 
4 his Fatth and Repemtance : It remaineth that we 
ould docthelike to his third ground; namely, his 


- 


obedience,and ſo diſmille him. 
Obedience istwofold; Adine,in doing that which 


God infliteth. And the temporary may ſeeme to 


1- For Aciue, the Temporarie belecuer may goe 
fare. 


T heaeceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 


farre. There is no outward good worke, which a 
true belecuer can doe, bur the Temporarie may 
doe it alſo, and thatin outward appearance with 
as great ſpiricund zeale as the true beleeuer : as in 
lchy , who did not onely execute GoDs iudge- 
ments vpon 4hab, and his houſe, and deſtroyed 
Baal, and his Prieſts, bur did this (as others and 
himſelfe thought) with great zeale, and in the heate 
of godly indignation; ſo that tothe outward cye, 
little difference beeweenethe ſpirit of 7cbs in his re- 
formation, and of 5oſz#h in his. So Herod reueren- 
ced 16h, and did many things in obedience to his 
doctrine. So likewiſe did Saw/ reuerence Sawacl,the. 
wing great humilitie in hiding himſelfe, when to be 
King, and after he was King great zeale and cou- 
ragein reuengingthe canſe of thoſe, 7abeſh againſt 
Nabha(h, in fighting the. battels of the Lord againſt 
the Philiſtims, andindeſtroying of Witches; great 
mercy alſo , and moderation, in ſparing and forgi- 
ving thoſe wicked people that deſpiſed him, &c. 
Yet for all this, his end was fearefull, God tooke a- 
way his mercy from him. And therefore the obedi 
ence that ſeemeth to bee in this kinde of men , is de- 
ceitfull : elſe God would not, as he threatneth by the 
Prophet, blot it out , who according to Nehemiabs 
prayer, wipes not outany ofthe good ſeruices of his 
children, 

That this deccitfulneſſe may the better appeare, 
let. vs examine our Temporaries obedience by the 
notes of true obedience, which arc ſpecially three 
Sincerity, Yninerſality,and a ſeiled Conſtarcie, 


' Ts. Sincerity , when all baſe and by-reſpec#s _ 
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Pſal 119.3: 
clcered. 


lerem.4 4. cx- 
p-undee, 


Pſal.119 94 
explained, 


Aug.in Pſ/al, 
118.1» libro 
ſapientie loqui- 
tur ipſa ſapien- 
tis, Duerenime 
mall, © 101 inte 
uenicnt, quia 0- 
derunt ſapienti- 
am. Dnodguid 
eft alizad quam 


LD womodoigitur 
dicuntar quere- 
70 quod oderunt 
niſiquia non 
hoc ſedaliud ib; 
querunt ? 


Gen.28.8.9. 


The aecei:falneſſe of mans heart, | = 


fide, only the conſcience of Gods commandement, 
& the deſire of his glory that ſwaics with vs. Blefſed 
are they that keepe by teſtimonies ((aith the Prophet;) 
but becauſe there may be much guile in keeping, he | 
addes,and ſeeke him with their whole heart, The true 
keeping of the Teſtimonies is when wee ſecke God, 
and not oor (clues, in keeping; when,as /eremy ſayes, 
wee be circumciſed tothe Lord, thatis, inreſpeRof 
Gods commandement, and not the Magiſtrates, as 
itis with too too many. Hence that phraſe which is 
ſo frequent with the Prophet, of ſeeking Gods com- 
mandements, I am thine, ſane mee : for I ſeeke thy pre- 
cepts. Which implicch thus much, that all that we 
are to ſeeke in our obedience, & the precepts them- 
ſelues, the thing ſpecially we are toayme at, is obe- 
dience it ſelfe to the precepts: But Gods precepts 
may ſay to the Temporaries, yeelecke not vs, but 
your ſelues : As Chriſt ſaid to ſomeof them, ye ſeeke 
me becauſe of the lvaues, Some Prom. 1.28. are laid to 
ſeeke God, and yet of the ſame men itis ſaid in the 
next verſe, thatthey hated the knowledge of God : 
how can they be ſaid to ſecke that which they bate? 
but that they ſought not God ſincerely, but onely 
for their owne eaſe ſake, to be deliuered out of their 
trouble ; and fo indecd they ſought not God, but 
themſelues : For all their obedience is cither /aziſh | 
or -1ercenary; ſometimes itis the obedience of the 
bondſlaue, ſometimes of the hireling, alwaycs baſe, 
corrupted with ſome wrie and wrong conſiderati- 
on Or other, Sometimes the feare of man workes it, 
as in Eſa marrying no longer with the Canaenites ; 
but with the poſteritic of 1/wacl. Moſes noteth the 


ground 


evi 
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ground of itto have beenetheconlideration of his 
Fathers diſtaſte of his Cangaririfh wines. Sometimes 
againe the feare of Gods indgements , as of theracke 
of an acculing conſcience, of the torments of hell- 
fire, &c. this holdeth vs toit. But beere that which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh concerning Magiſtrates lawes 
that we ought ro bee ſubie&t, not onely for wrath, 
namely of the Magiſtrate, and the puniſhment 


en — 


which that wrath may infli&,but for conſcience ſake, | 


istruc much more in Gods law, that wee ought, to 
performe obedience, not ſo much tor wrath, no not 
for Gods owne wrath, and the puniſhmentir will 
inflit, but though there were no hell, yea, though 
there were no heauen, of very conſcience, bc- 
cauſe the Lord God hath commanded vs. Other: 
while againe the Tc-porazic obeyeth vpon hope of 
ſome good that hereby may accrue vnto him, as 
profic, praiſe, and ſuch like. And here that depra- 
uation of Sathan hath his truth z Dork 7ob ſerue God 
for nouzht? Doth Saul loue God for nought ? No, 
iris fora Kingdome. Doth 7ehbs roote out CAhabs 
race for nought ? no, it is to confi; me himlelfein the 
Kingdome. Doth he deſtroy Baal/for nought ? no, 
itis forglory in the world, that hee may cyake, and 
call vp good 7enadab to applaud him and his zeale; 
Core and ſee what zeals 1 bane for the Lord, Thou 
deceiueſt thy ſelfe 7chs,itis for thy ſelſe + Therefore 
God ſayes afterward by the Prophet; [will wiſitihe 
bloud of 1zreel upon the bouſe of chu, Thoughit were 
{hed by Gods owne appointment , yet becauſe 7e4u 
obeyed not Gods comandement , ſo much as his 
owne ambition and pride in the. ſheddinng chere- 
y I 
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nor reward it as obedience. So likewiſe , though | 
G o » commanded the burnt offtcrings, the new 
Moones, &c.ycthe aſkcththe Iewes, ho required 
theſe things? becauſe it was not the conſcience of 


| Gods commaundement that moouedrthem to per- 


forme thoſe ſeruices. And againe, Haue yee faited to 
mee ? to Mee,faith the Lord,becauſe it was not any | 
true regard of Gods wordthat cauſed them to faft. 


{ Obedience in the Worldis compared to fruit, and 


the doing of good workes is called the bringing 
foorth of fruit. Now fruit comes of ſeede : Seede 
muſt firſt bee receiued ofthe ground, before it can 
yeeld vs any corne. This ſeedeis the word,the com: 

mandement of God : Firfl wee muſt receiue this 
ſecede before we can bring forth any frurt : firft wee 
muſt heare the word, and by faith apply vnto, and 
vrge vpon our (clues the commandement, and then 
obey. Obedience without reſpe&of Gods word, is 
but wilde Oars;itgrowes of it ſclte,there was no ſeed 
ſowne to bring forth this fruit,and therefore it is nor 
good. And(uchis the obedience of the 7empporarie; 
hec heares not the Word though it ſpeaketo him z 
neither deth he doe what he does astothe word; the 
wordindeed requires ofhim that hee does, but hee 
does it not as hearing himſclfe requeſted by the 
word, burrather by his owne corrupcien. If God 
had aſked 1eþhxconcerving his deſtroying of 4habs 
polteritie, Baals Prieſtsand worlhip., who required 
this at his hands, hee might true[yhauc anſwered, 
vaine-glory,ambicion, pri Cates. And hereis the 
firſt deteRion of the T emporeries obedicnce. Ee 
2, Norte | 
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2. Note of true obedienceis vnmerſalitice. And 
this neceſſarily ſpringeth from the former : for if o- 
bedicnce be {rceregthar is, ifit be performed onely 
becauſe of Gods commandement, it muſt needs be 
vninerſall,to one commandementas well as to ano- 
ther: for there is the ſame divine authority binding 
the conſcience in oneasin another. And therefore 
truly itis ſaid, harſorger « done for Gods cauſe is done 
equally becauſe the ſame God that commaunds one 
precept, commaunds alſo the other. Hence is that 
of lames, tiee that breaketh onecommandement & guil- 
tie of all; for the law is whoily copalatine: So thatzas 
where many friends are linked together in a ſure 
bond of triend(hip, if you offend one ofthem , you 
offend all,all the reſt will intereſt themſelues in their 
friends quarrell; ſois it withthe commandements, 
they are ſo knitand chained together, that when 
one is violated, all the reſt are ready as it were to 
rake it's part, and roenter into Gods Courtthcirai- 

1n of creſpaſſe 2gainſt vs. Henceit was, that when 
ſome of the Iſraelites had broken the fourth Com- 
nandement in going out {to ſecke Manna on the 
Sabbath, God challenged them for breaking of all 
his commandemerts, How long refuſe yee to keepe my 


commandements ? And Ezechiel reckoning vp many 


ibhominations, faſtencth the impuration of all of 
them on him that had aQually offended in one only. 
if Is a 'remarkeable place , and therefore I will ſer 
downethe words at large. 1f he begez 4 Sonne thats a 
T hiefe, or a ſhedder of blond, if he doe | any one of theſe 
things though he dee not all theſe things,but either hath 


eaten vponthe monntaines,or defiled hx neighbors wife, | 
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or oppreſſed the poore,&c.ſhall he line? He ſhall not line. 
Seerng he bath doneqll theſe abhominations, ] nee ſhall 
dye the death, Here hee laith 47; and ycr betore hee 
ſaid oe onely, becauſe breake 0ne,and breake all, keepe 


one truely and heartily, and keepe all. Whence it 1s | 


that fome one good ation hath bleſſedneſle aſcri- 
bed toit, as the making of peace, Maith. 5. becaule of 
this concatenation of the commandements, and the 
vertues, therein commanded, that a man cannot 
keepe one, but hce muſt keepe the reſt ; hce cannot 
haue one grace, but hee muſt alſo hauc another. For 
there is a double both keeping and breaking of the 
commandements, habitual/and anal, Habituall, 
in the preparationg purpoſe, deſire and diſpoſition of the 
heart: LAF7nal, in the ontward deede. Now howlſo- 
euer he that breakes one, breakes nat all aZxaky ; yet 
breaking thatone habitnally, hee breakes them al! 
habitnally; his heart ftands a-like affeAted ro breake 


any ofthereſt, and whenſoeuer occalion (h1ll ſcrue, |- 


he will breake them. And howſoeuer he that keepes 


| one,keepes not all a7nally ; nay,be that keepes moſt 
| breakes all aFually ; yet hee that keepes one com- 


es 


mandement h4birna4ty,rthatis, inthe purpoſe and 7n- 
clination ot his heart, hee keepes them all in the ſame 
manner, his heart ſtands honeftly diſpoſed to the 
keeping of the reſt;he may ſay with Danid, My heart 
# prepared. So thatitmay be truely ſaid, the wicked 
do breake cuen thoſe commandements they keepe, 


| 


/ 


| 
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that is, they breake in regard of the firneſle and pre- 

paration of their hearts,thoſe they keepe ſometimes 

outwardly : And ſo inthe ſame ſort,the godly keepe 

thoſe commandemehits which, aRually MO | 
| the 
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The beſt of Go os children are often ouertaken 

with diuers finnes, and with ſome one more then 
; with another, and ſo faile more in the breach of 
' {ome commandement then of another : yer ſtill they 
k-epe that command<ment in regard of the en: 
and aff. Aion vftheir hearts, they conſent with Paul 
. toche Law, even in that commandement they moſt 
breake. that zt is holy and good. Now when we lay | 


ping of all che commandements, it isro bee vader- 
ltood of this habitnalobedience, when with Dazid 
we looke towards,or haue reſþectrothem all. Loe then 


true obedience is ca19/1que and vnmerſall, the Kee- | 


che deceit of the Temporarics obedtence. Though 
they doe many things, as Herodand ladas; yet they | 
lige in the 54672447 breach of ſome one commande. | 
ment at leaſt, As Herod, inthe babitaalt breach of 
. the ſcauenth Commandement,in his inceſt - ludas in 
the habituaibreach ofthe eight, in his conctouſpeſſe. | 
Their hearrs were ſer on thole (ins, and they drunke 
them as the Fiſh doth Water. They harcd thoſe 
, 800d commandements of the Lord, that forbad 
' thoſe finnes,'and conld haue wiſhed wichall their 
hearts there had beene no ſuch Commaundements: 
| which (ſhewed, thatevenin thoſe cemmandemenrs 
they kept, as Herod in hearing 7obn, Tndas, Chrift, 
| their obeUjence was rotten andvnſound, and with- 
our all regard of Gods commandement-: for . the 
ſame Godthat bad Herod reuerence 10hns Miniſte- 
rie-in the ſecond commandement, bad him allo 
paſſeſſe his wiſh in holines and honour, in the (cucuth. 
And-if: conſcience:had: made him lone the ſecond 
- Commadernent, ſurely ic would nor let; him hayc | 
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| porarie Ebriftian as quickly returnes to hisinterwit- 
| ted} 


fiozes;, he could not then have loued; and ſo lived 


1n couctouſneſſe. And if Gods fearc had made lebs 


put downe Baa/s worſhip, hee would nottben have 
ill retained 7er#boems calues, the ſame God forbid- 
ding both. Let the fe-porary then marke himſelfe 
well, and hee ſhall findethatin ſome point or other 
he bath a difjenſer0rie conſcience with Gods word. 
And as rogues vnder hedges , without the Magi- 


rate, ſo bee can makelicenſcsto himſclfe withour | 


Gods warrant, tocontinue in this or that ſinne. 
Wihereby his prophane contempt of God js mani. 
feſtly bewrayed, and bis obediencein other things 
conuinced to be no obedience to God, but to man, 
or to himſelfc, or to that reſpeR, whatſocucrit is, 
chat drew itforth, 

3 Noeteoftruc obedienccis/et/edconflancy, when, 


asthe Scripture ſpeaketh, we walke in the comman- | 
dements ofthe Lord, andexerciſeour (clues therein; | 


as the wicked are ſaid to be exerciſed in conctouſneſſe, 


in that they conſtantly followit , as the Artificer | 
doth his trade : But indeede the remporarydoth not| 
walke in theſe wayes, as doth the honeſt travilor| 


in the broad high-way , but enely like tothe thicfe 
comes friskingand crofling ouer them, His 9bed:- 
ence islike-thetrue Chriſtians diſobedience, which is 


not ſctled and rooted, but oncly for a fitte. The| 


good Chriſtian quickly remembers himſelfe , and 
returnes to his courſe ofgodlineſſe, when ehrovgb 
diſterper be bath begun roſtray : and fo therem- 


; eng — fe 
hatcd the feauenth commandement. So Jade, if he | 
| had truely hated other ſinnes, becauſe they were 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of mans hears, 
. ted wickedneſſe , when ſometimes hee chances ro 
' famble vpon deuotion. His obedienceis a moody and 
pefionate obedience ; ſoone forgot. Itis liketo Sexls 
aff:Rionto Dauid z when the cuill ſpiritcomes _= 
him, then that religion which before hee ſeemed to 
| make ſo much of, ſhall be runne through with the 
fpeare ofgrofſc and wilfull diſobedience. Hee doth 
not,neither can he, c/caue 10 the Lord with full parpoſe 
#f heart; as the truc belceuer. 
| And ſo much for his aine obedience. Now for 
peſfixe in ſuffering ; Wee would thinke it fixange, if 
the rermporarie belceuer might goe fo farreas to ſuffer 
| for the crach : But it is a platne caſe be may. Did not 
Peter ſpeake in the name of all his fellowes , and fo 
of Indes, when hee fad , Maſter wee have forſaken all 
and followed thee ? Did not 1ndas leave his calling in 
the world, whatſocuer it was, and didbe not negle& 
all other means and poſhbiliries of his liuely. hood 
and cleaue oncly to Chriſt for three yeeres ſpace, be- 
ing partaker with him in bis ſufferings? So did De- 
mas and Alexander with Pani; and yerboth after 
ward became fearefull _4poftares,intomuchas Alex- 
ander ( of being perſecuted) turned a perſecutor, 
| and that ofhim, who before had turned of a perſe- 
| cuting Tew, a perſecuted Chriſtian : for S. Pas! wri- 


————_—_—_ 


had ſhipwracked the faith,that hee had dome hins much 
| evifl, thathe withſtood his preac/ing ſore,that hee blaſ- 
phemed the erarh; and yet we (hall tinde in the 44s, 
that inPasls cauſe he was very ne*revito martyrdens 
' when hee was violently dragged forth, and caſt as a 


| prey to the teerhof thoſe raging Epheſians. Nicholas 
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| Church, & yer but hypocrites: yea, Auſ{en thinketh, 


' riſe our Saviour vieth in that Parable muſt nceds im: 
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the Deaconioyned himiclfe co cheperſecured Church | 
and yctafterward became a ring-leader and che head , 


of a horrible wickednefle: for of him were thoſe Ny» 


may ſee in Anames and Saphira, that were content 
ro ſell their whole cſtare,and to giue halfe of ic to the 


as we {hewed before,thathypocritcs may ſuffer mar- 
{yrdome. Ifit be obieted,that Chriſt ſayes,theſc rem- 
porariesares fendca & goe back when perſecution com- 


meth lecanſeof the word,and therefore thatthey can- | 
not gore thus far as wee ſay ? I anſwer, tha is to bee | 
vndei ſtood of one kinde ofthe Temporarics,namely, i 
thoſe thatare noted out by the fory ground; and | 


not of the ſecond fort of Temporarzes, whichare re- 
preſented to vs by the horny ground for the very 


ply that as the /ony ground went beyond the 4724. 


way, ſo the thorny goes beyond the Horny; which | 


cannot be otherwiſe then in this, that the 1407») 


grounds fruit can well endure the heat ofthe ſunne, |. 


and is not periſhed that. way, as was the #ony 
grounds, butonely by her owne thornes, Of this 
ſort of 7 emporaries was Iudas, Alexander,and the rcft 


abone named, in whom the good feede was over | 
throwne, not by the parching ſunne of perſecution, | 
which in ſome meaſure they endured, but by the | 
choakingthornes of Couctouſnes, Ambition,and ſuch | 
like corrupt aft:Fions. The Temporarie belceuer | 
then may proccedethus farre, toſuffcr ; bur as yet | 
Paul tcllcth the Galathians,# wvarpe, becaule he if | 
feretb not ſincerely, and with a good minge : for | 


cholaitans,$.lohn ſpeaketh of, ſo called, T helike wee | 


| 
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hethat ſuffereth aright,muſtſufferin denyall ofhim- 
(clte , and his awne carnall affeRions, according to 
our Sauiours direftions,given to all ſuch, whom hee 
calleth to be his Diſciples : If evy man, faith hee,will 
be my Diſciple,he muſt dtvy himſelfe, and take vp the 
crofſe. Itisnotenough ſimply to take vpthe croſle, 
but firſt hee muſt deny himſcife, and ſo rake vp the 
croſſe. But the Temporarie leckes himſelfe in taking 
vp thecroſſe : They ars his owne. proud; ambiri- 
ous, vaine-glorious, couctous aff:ions , that make 
him ſtoope to take vp the croſſe. The fruit of the 
thorsyground is able ind:ede to beare the heate of 
the Sunne:, andis not conſumed therewith ;'as the 
fenygrounds : but what's the reaſon 2 becauſethe 
thornes coucring itdoe fence off the Sunne. And 
whar's thercafyn our 1h9rny Temporarie is fo ready 
ſometime ro runne himfeite jnto the brycrs of perſe- 
cution, but thit the thorneof ſome: wicked luſt-or 
ather is. a þ»+7e in his ſide 2 Marke the beſt of the | 
remporariesin their ſuffcrings,and you ſhall (ec, chat 
forall the thornes of perſecution, wherewith the | 
aduerſaries pricke them, they: till continue prick- | Bur yer deceit: 
ing their owne ſoules with the thornes of coue- | full 
rouſneſſe, pride, andvaine-glory, Theſe thornes | 
pricke chem forward to the ſuffering. of the other 
thornes; as in/adas, he& laoked one day fora good 
day , hee hoped 'to haue no meane place in Chrifts 
temporal. kingdome, and withall in preſent hee felr 
rhe ſweet of carrying the. bagge. Hee carryed the 
croſſc on. his backe, thar hee might carry the bagge in 
his bands. The delight and comfort he tookedH lick- 
ing his fingers aftcr the receipt of the almes,,* wade 
| | him 
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him wiilingly indoure the lietle painc ofhis back. The |} 
bag in the hand was a ſtaffe and prop to vphold his 
backe from ſinking vnder che burthen of che Crofle. 
The freceneſſe, not of Gods lene ſhed into bu heart, | 
but of vans lone ſhed into his hands, was that which 
allayed the ſowrenes ofthe croſle. So with others, 
the coole winde,not of Gods, but of mens praiſes, is 
that which refreſheth them in the skorching of this 
Sunne, and maketh them with ſome comfort beare 
the hegteof the day Though I giue my body to be burned, | 
ſaith Paul , and haue not loue, 1 haue nothing. Inſinu- 
ating that mcn may burnethcir bodies,as he burnt 
Diames Temple,of ſelfe-loue, ofJoue, of glory and 
fame in the world, and nor of any truc loue to 
Gop, or his Church. Let vs nor then pleaſe our 
ſelves over-much, if wee hauec ſuffered ſomething 
for the truth, becauſe cuenin ſuffering the heart is 
deceitfull z buc ſearch wee our owne hearts, and ſee 
whether, as the edzerſarie perſecutes the vew man 
in vs, ſo wee therice take occaſion to perſecute the 
old man in our ſclness whethcr we turnethe ſword, 
thruſt at vs to kill the life of Grace, to the opening 
of our impoſtumes : | whether , as it were by one 
nayle driving out another, wee vſe the ;hornes of 
perſecution, as meanes and medicines againſt the 
thrones of conetou/neſſeand worldlinefle. It is an il! 
figne , whenweecan bdeare the world yoke in perſecu- 
t80n, and yet at the ſame time, notendure Gops yuke 
in — Againe, examine wee the ground 
andendofour ſuffering, whether wee can traely ſay 
with Paafand the P ſalmiſt, The lone of Chriſt conſlrai- 
| neth ; For thy ſake wee are hiked and ſuffer all things 


for . 
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| bane left all and followed thee, hee may twit vs with 
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neſſe, pride, and vaine-glorie , ſetteth many on this 
Lorke. And, which is not all out ſo bad, happily 
others may bee forced by the feare of Gods iudge- 
mentsthreatned againſt them that deny the truth: 
But then , as G2d ſaid once to the Iewes in the mat- 
ter of faſting, have yee fafted to mee ? lo herealſo ma 

hee ſay to vs in the mattcr of /afſering, hane yee off 
red fo »e? And when we ſhall begintotell Chrif of 
ſuch kinde of ſufferings, and to ſay with Pere , wee 


the ſame anſwere wherewithall bec then pinched 1#- 
des, whom Peter included in the generality of his. 
ſpeech, Wheſoener ſhall forſake houſes, lands &c. for 
my names ſake, ſhallreceine an hundred fold; But 1s. 
das,and lo all other rewporary beleeuers, whatſoeuer 
they hauc ſuffered for Chri/?, ir hath not beene for | 
he ſake, but for their ownes therefore their ſuffe- 


haue deceiued Chriff by them, fo afluredly 
Chriſt ſhall deceiue them, in diſap- 
pointing them oftheir hoped- 
for reward, 
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1 for the eletts ſake : tor as we haue ſhewed, conetouſ- 


rings have beene deceitfull: andas they would | 
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x Cor.3.18. 


| 1 Cor 45s. 
Math.19.20 


| 


| repreſent things many degrees greater then indeede 


2 Cor.10.12. * 


: 


i ſceme to bee wife let ham become afaole | cc. Shewing | 


MR — 


$38 loweth.And that is, whe weiudge our felues 
ta be berrer chen indeed weare ; when our /::1le 1s 
thoughta great deale, our Mrte ofgracea Taſer , our 


flaxethe ſtrong & blazing flame ot ſyume mighty boh- 


| Let wo may deceine.binſelfe : if any man\among you 


| This was thc deceit of him that ſaid, a// theſe hare 1 
kept from my youth, and ftillitistobcefourd in too | 
' to0 many : notonely ſuch as the old Per/edZifs, and | 
[now the Papifts; but eucn in the beſt of vs all, who| 


' T he deceit fulneſſe 


of mans heave © ; 


Of the deceit ef the heart in iudging our 
ſeluesbetterthenwe are.” 


& ND.of the ſecond 4d: ceit of the heart, in iud- 
& ping of our perſons, lomuch:T he third fol- 


Motea Beame,our Molehill 1 Monntaine, our ſmoaking 


fire; our ſmal begianings,che height of perte tion. Of 
this deceit the Apottle ſpeaketh, when taxing the 
pride ofthe Corinthians, wherby they thought rhem- 
ſelues wiſer thenindeederthey were, hethus writeth, 


that herein is the ſe/fe:deceir, when we are better con- | 
ccited of our feJues, then thereis cauſe. Herein out 
deceitful hartsarelikerotboſc kinde of glaſſes which | 


they are. Thus the Corintj4n teacher: looking vpon 
themſclues in this falſe glaſſe , magnified the raſelves 
aboue S. Paz/himſclte, whence was thar mod. it, re- 
prehenſion ofthe Apoſtle , Wee dare nor compat e our 
fſelues with them;and againe.yee are full, ye ratgre ec | 


through! 
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The deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 


—_ —— — 


through ſelte-loue, are-no lsfſe affeRed to our owne 
| graces,then parents totheir owne children , whom 
thty vſe to account the faireſt ofall others, Hence 
ariſe thoſe high thoughts, and ſtrong conceirs of our 
owneexcellency and ſufficiency, euen for the weigh- 
tieſt matters. 7ames and ob» no doubt bad receiued 
ſome meaſure of Grace, and fpirituall ſtrength ; *but 
yet their owne deccitfull hearts made.them to ouer- 
prize it,and boldly to tell Chrift asking them, Cre 
yee ableto drinke of my cup, and to be baptized with my 
baptiſme? Yes,we are able, Alas poore men, that could 
ſcarſeendure to ſee Chriſt himlelfe drinke thatcup, 
and therefore fled away when the cup was but com- 
ming towards them,how ſhould you be able then to 
drinke of it your ſelues? Thus Peters heart deceiu d 
him in like manner, when being buta onice a freſh- 
water-ſonldier,hee thought himſelfe able to encoun- 
ter thoſe enemies that might inſtly have danted the 
old trained and beſt exerciſed and experienced fon]. 
diers. Chriſt knowing the meaſure of his ſtrength 
| betterthen himfelfe, told him,Y/hzrher 7goe,now thou 
canſt not follow mee, hereafter thou ſhalt: But Peters 
deceitfull heart, thinking it ſelfe roo much diſabled, 
anſwered, Why carnot 1 follow thee wow ? So,true is 
that, even in ſpirituall riches, which Sa/omw0n ſpea- 
keth of the earthly, There is poore which maketh 
himſelferich. Therefore exce}lently D:#/d,notigno- 
rant of this deceit, after hee had proteſted concer- 


I25 
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Math. 290.21. 


; 


ning the ſoundnefle and zealc of his hatred of Gods 
wicked enemies, Doe 1n0r hate 4hem that hate thec? 
Yea, I hate them with a perfedt batred, addeth (as 
ſomething miſtruſting bis owne heart) Try mee © 


God 


Prou.13 7. 


Pſa,t39, 222.7, 
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Pro 3.3» 


2 Cor.13.5 


I Cor.g.4- 


T he deceitfulneſſe of mans bart. 


God, prone mee, namely , whether I deceive not my 
ſelfe ic: thinking I bauc more zeale, then indeede I 
haue : of the ewo deccits, it is the better and lafer to 
vnder-value our ſ{8lues; and with him thart ſaid, 7 ans 
not aman, 1hane not the underſtanding of a man in me, 
to thinke our ſelues rather worſe then any whit bet. 
rerthen in truth we be. 


The we of the firſt head of the hearts deceitfullneſſe, 
or an earneſt exhortation to try our ſelues, whether 
wee haue oner-takenthe Temporary, 


Aratr iudging of our perſons : It remaincth to 
F@# ſpeake of the deceitfulneſle in iudging of our 
acZions : bur firſt wee muſt confider what uſc we are 


1] [therto of the deceitfulnefle of the heart in 
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1 to makeot the former. 


The ſpeciall vſe is that of the Apoſtle, Try your 
ſelnes, examine your ſelues whether yee are in ihe faith 
or 70 : Our hearts would make vs belecuc we were 
thus and thus; but the Scripture hath diſconered 
our hearts vnto vs for noble mpoſters and decci- 
uers. Now, who is there that would caſily be- 
lkeeue a knowne deceiuer? Nay, as it fareth with ſuch 


that often deceive by ſpeaking falſely , that they 
cannot beecteditcedef vs, when they ſpeake rruely ; 
the like ſuſpicion and icalouſic ſhould wee have theſe 
falſe hearts in, eucn. then when they give in right 
tudgement. 1 kwow nothing by my ſelfe, ſaith Pal, 


mine 
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| vpon this iudgement : this ſentence of mine owne 
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fuln ſe of mans heart, 


The dicei 
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mine owne heare doth not condemne mee, and 
yet I darc nor beouer-bold in bearing out my elfe 


heart will not iuftifie mee, much deceit may bee hid- 
den therein. God, that is farre greater then our 
hearts, ſecs that in them which chey ſee not them- 
ſelues : Good reaſon haſt thou then,my brother, ts 
miſtruſt the indgement of thine owne heart, concer- 
ningthy ſelic , and thoſe fo peremptory ſentences 
which it cauſeth thy mouth to vtter, that if there 
were but one man to bee ſaucd, thou art the man. 
O how many lleepers are there, that dieame this 
dreame ofa ftrong aſſurance of their faluation, that 
both linc and dye in this dreame, and ſo goe downe 
merrily into bell! where their paines ſhall begrearer, 
by how much their expeQation ofthem, through 
thedeccitfulnes of their harts,was the lefle, Is it not 
paine enough to be in hell, butthey muſt needs in- 
creaſe the paine by this. wicked and wilfull /e/fe. 
deceiving ? Haue wee then our cares in our heads, 
and marke wee well the voyce of theſe our hearts, 
when they ſuggeſt ſecretly vnto vs; thouart in good 

caſe,the childe of God, the beloued of God. Con- 

ſider we whetber our own hearts may not flatcer vs, 

whether the Diucl may not delude vs. Rei wenotin 

our ownc hearts voyce,neithcr accept wethe deccit- 

full applauſe thereof; but as once 7oſhnab, ſecing the 

Angell examined him. CArtithow on onr ſide, or 09 | 


our «4duerſaries ? ſodoe wee, hearing theſe words,try | 
| them whencethey are: forthe Zare, faith £/4n, try. 


Toſh F. 13- 


lob 443, 


cth words : as the qQutward words of other mens 
mouths, ſothe inward words of our own hearts, Sav 
tnen | 


; 
| 
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1 lohn 4.1. 
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EE 


then to theſe words, to this ſecret cry , whence art | 


thou ? Commeſt thou from Gods ſpirit ,- or from 


Sathan? As wee muſt rye the ſpirits, in theout- © 


ward words delinered by men, ſoalſoin the ſecrer 
thoughts of our hart, ſpecially theſe concerning our 


owne cftate to God-ward, whether they bee the | 


voycg of Gods fpirit, or of the euill ſpirit of errour 


| andiJluſion. It was vile for thoſe clawing flatterers to 


lay vntoa man, The voyse of God ;, much more for vs 
to ſay ſo to thediuell himſclfe. And what do weelle, 
when we apprehend and applaud his mocking illuſi- 
ons,and lying ſuggeſtions, as the Oracle of God, and 
goc away withthem, as if God from heauen , had 
cold vs we were his. Try we then theſe ſounds,before 
wee truſt them, andcarefully examinethe grounds 
which thy heart can ſhow to make gaod her fo con- 
fident aſſurance. Here eſpecially remember thoſe 
fearefull deceirs of the Femporarie;z how like a true 
belecuer hee is, and yet none; how neere hee comes 
to heauen doore, and yet enters not, how far he tra- 
uels in the way of Canaan, cuen with thole 1/raelites , 
to Kedeſhbarnes, within eleucn dayes iqurney of the 
land, and yet neuer ſecs it, neuerenioyes it, butisas 
farre off, as it hee had ſicten ſtill in Egypt , and ne- 
uer ſtirred foot out of doore, Conlider ſeriouſly with 
thy ſelfe how farre Pharaoh, Sevl, Iehu,_Ahab,ladas, 
and others hauc gone in bumiliation , ſorrow, de- 
fire,zeale, reformation, and yet forall this baue gone 
to their owne place, Deale now vnpartially.with 
thy ſelfe, and<ell mce whether thou doſt nor come 
ſhort of many of theſe, who neuer yet hadſt the 


hart , vpon the threatning of the word; torelent 


and 
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| word; fits" Mhinly 


| inddefire ayers of Gods children, with Phare- 
oh, to beaffeRee with i6y'in hearing the word, and 
praQiiſe many thinps with Her0d,-to be zealous a- 


there, and to follow - ng Arco with 1#45, Demas 
andothers, machiefle toventer thy life with A4/ex- 
, anider che coppet- ſmith -in cleating tothe truth?may 
' ſych »$theſe bewicked reprobares,and'yer wilt thou 
| pleaſe thy felfe in afalle a conceir of thingd&Wwne hap> 
pines, who commelſ?farre further behinde them then 
 theydo behind true Chriftians? For vnto onic of this 
| tanke,ont Sauioiy ſaith'}*7 hou art'ndr farrefrom th: 
' King dpnicofbomten/butes theeir cannot be ſaid thii 
thouadttnbt far Form Teh ,24) a5 Saul, Nicholas, Al6%- 
ande;ane'othet fach likegemporaries; for they, ſome 


| ofehiertveſpeeiaHy;had mitny notable graces, fothar 
' F072 was holenDexcon by the Church;forthar 


' eutendireſpe@rticy had of his gifts + 2odus was ah 
 Apoltle; and couldboth-pray andpreach withgrear 
; bale; getierally'the common ſort of rhem may be 
 Wardly affeRed {1 prayer; conference bearing the 

Many gobd miondns , rafte of the pow- 
 erF0frhielifeto come, feels ſome reliſh in che;pro- 
iſes/tragbl&ar the threardings, reforme all oue- 


| 
' 
q 
' 


. 


th 


uprions offife,aewehaue already ſhewed. | 


"Ah4ab;X0 conftefle thy fins [ 


aguſuſt ſinne with 7ebe,co loſe ſome part of thy goods | 
With Aneries,to forſike the wetld,andalt thy hopes | 
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Whereinthe 


4 true Chriſtian 


es beyond - 
Je the roſound: 
4 Luke.8.r5. 


| intothe "EM q roconceiveany one. ns reared 


-| ground begoad? 


by 
| Bk heat _ in. Bend el 


_—_— 


ned thought, VVhy then haſt not thouthe wit thus 
tothinke with thy ſelfe ? Whar? thoſe thatare Saints | 
and Angels in regard of mee, arc. they yet deceiued | 
in iudgingthemſcluesto bein ſtate of (aluation? how 
grolſe thenis my crrour, in- beingrhus conceited bf | 

my ſelfe 2, If ſome thathave iournyed io che. wilder- | 
wh to Kedeſbbarwes,, (hall yet neuerenter in10 Gods | 
reſt, (hall choſechat ncuerleft. Egypt? Js the Kong | 
ground. reprobaze ground 3.4nd.can tbe high e's I 


As long then as. thou art caſt behinde the, honda | 
rarie, thou att miſerably deceiued, ifchou thinkefl 
well ofthy ſclfe : Soalſo artthou,thought houft 
| avinels vyto him,v nlefle wi ousſtrip him, 
erarie, along aca | 
Othou wi "lay t 
ow it inthede- 
he Temperante, | 
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yer thus much may beadded hechiefe difference | 
our Sauiour in. the Parole Thedhia betwixe, che | 
beſt of no nd arg Ronan ichieschar 
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 children,when we arc nor. /f ay man (faith Pant) be 
 inChrift, bee muift become anew creature, 'Hee muſt 
| haue that ſame c/eane heart of the Prophet crearedin 


" 21anes, the beſt and choiſeſt of both the parts, both 


' ified in forte and body, yet not in the ſpirie and 


Thedeetirfulneſſesfmans heard. 


| che heart is to bee referred to the inward renewed 


good qualities. Sothata good heartis a heart which 
by regeneration is changed, cleanſedand purged of 
the former navghtineſſe, and ſoindued with ano- 
ther kinde ofnature and diſpoſition , whereby it ha- 
teth all ſinne, and loueth, ſavoureth, andaffeReth 
things ſpiritoall, Here then is that we muſt narrowly 


examine our ſelnes by,if we will nor bee decciucd by | 


our ownc hearts, in iudging onr ſclues to be Gods 


him, andrthar ſame right fpiritrencwed in him. Hee 
muſt'berenewedin thevery ſpirit of his mind;in the 
moſt inward and ſubtile parts of the ſoule, as it were 
the quinteſſence of it. Andthis happily may alſo be 

the meaning of the Apoſtle, praying for the Theſſa- 
lonians, that they might bec ſanttified throughout in 
their ſoles, bodres, and ſpirits : by ſpirit vnderſtand. 

ing the ſame thing thatin the other place tothe Ro- 


ſoule and body: Here is the maine deic& of the tem- | 
porary. Though hee may ſeeme to be renewed in 
his mind,yet notin the ſpirirof bx minde: tobe fan- 


quinteſſence of both. He reſerucs that forſome fin or 
Other, which isclof}y harbored and nouriſhed there: 
Likeasthethorn&haue as ic were the beſt ſpirits of 
the ground, and doedrinke vpthevery creame and. 
flower therof, ſothat the fruitcoms to nothing, beitig 
robbed ofirnouriſhmeneby chethorns. Not buitthar 


there may be and aremany ſecretcorruptions inthe | 
Ka - eruely * 
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T he d:ceitfulneſſe of mans beat; 
truely regenerate: for enenthe good ground-tnay. 
haue thornes : but-yet theſe corruptions incroach 


LE AMES p_ —_—— 


LEA 


the farof the ſoyle,the gobd corne feedes onthat che 
thornes donotgrow vptagetherwith,and fo aſcend 
andclimbe vpaboue , andouer-top thegood fruit; 


he feeles then: Therefore itis ſaidexcellently ofthe 


and aſcending ; which ſecmes tobe ſpoken in ioppo- 
ſirionto the 1497 1y ground, of which it was faid,that 
the thornes grew vp andaſcended, namely, aboue 
thecorne, But in the good ground, though there 
may be 'thornes, yet the corne aſcends aboue the 
thornes, grace is ſuperiourtocorruption, and kecps 
it vnder, | , 
Let vs nottheri deceiue our ſclues with the tem- 
porary,forthat wee hane ſome feelings, ſome moti- 


' any other natighty affeQian , itis enough tochoake 
all grace, and ſtarue all goodneſſc; ſothar,as our Sa- 


 affeRion, and herevpon'to judge: our ſelues roth 
true Chriſtians, lobg as his intereſt-in ourhearts 
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A | [ onyes emay haueſure holdof vs; by | 
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not 'vpon "the ſpifitotthefoule; that's reſcrued for | 
the graceand fpirit of God 3'thederhornes getinor | 


A EE Er waa regen 


nay, thegood man player the good byvband,aud ixe- | 
verand anon cutting vp thoſe thornes; :thereafrer as | 
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good ground, that it bringetlwforth-fruit excreaſing | 
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ons, ſome good affections of ioy, feare, ſorrow, or 
| fuch/like,ifchere be bur any one thorne, either of co- 

vetouſneſſe, as in 1# das, Demas, Simon Magus;or of | 
vaine glory and ambition, as in cha, Agrippa,or of | 


niourſpcaketh, weemuſt needes become vaSuir/ull, | 
The divel! can becontentco let vs pray, preach, - 
| hegre, anddoeal{ theſe things with ſome feeling: md | 
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or affetions. How canſt thou beleene when thou ſeckeſt 
. glory of man and not ef God ? ſaith our Sauionr- neuer 
tell mc that chou burneſt in holy feelings, as long as 

thou burneſt no otherwiſe then the buſh, which bur. 


Scripture plainely teacheth, yet they arc not ſufhici- 


The deceitfnlneſſe of mans hears, 


any one raigning fin: For right well he doth knuw 
whatſoeuer good weconceiue of our [clues, we doe, 
but deceiue our felues; we are (till, as itis ſaid of S3- 
mou Magusin the gall of bitterneſſe , «ndintie bond of 
iniquitie.It ſtands vs in hand therefore thorughly to 
gage theſe deepe hearts,cuen tothe botrome,and ro 
cry with Damid, Try me, O Lord, proze mee,whether 
there be any way of wickedneſſe in mee. If there bee a 
thorne in thy foote, thou canſt goe bur haltingly : if 
any inordinate luſt or deſire bee ingrafted into thy 


affetions,though with 4grippa thou maiſt be much 
moued with the preaching of the word, yet with 

him, thou arr but an halfe and halting Chriſtian. | 
Doththe loue of worldly honour, pomp, prayſe,and | 
profit preuaile in chee?chen know (thou ſpirituall a- | 
dulterer , or adultreſle) that rhe lone of the world i 
enmity with God, and that in whom the lone of this 
world s,in him dwefleth not the lowe of the Father.Ne- | 
uer then blefſe thy ſouic in any of thy good delires, 


ned, but conſumed not: as long as the inward cor- 
ruption of thy heart remaines vnwaſted, forall theſe 
burnings, thou mayeſt burn in hell for eucr. Reſt 
notthen in thy deceivable feelings and flaſhings of 
toy. Though theſe thy feelings,defires,and motions 
be good,and come noralwaies from Sathanicallillu- 
ion, but otherwhile from the ſpirir of God, asthe 


ent. It is well indeede that thou arte come further 
K 3 then 
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Mark.10.21, 


| Galath.3.4- 
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then the common ſort ofthe world, who know not 
what theſe feelings meane, that being the ſtonie, or 
thorny ground,thou art necrer to the nature of the 
ood ground,then the high-way ground, but what? 
cauſe thouart come thus far in the way, wilt thou 
goc no further? doeſt thou therefore thinke thy ſelfe 
well enough? no; as our Sautonr ſaid to the yong 
man ſo ſay I to thee; Onething & yet wanting : this 
ſame good and mortified heart, There lycs in thee 
ſomcleauen of hypoctiſie,that muſt needs be purged 
out; ſome root of bitecrnes, that muſt needs be wee- 
ded vp; ſomethornes of couctouſneſſe,pride, vaine- 
glory,thatmuſt needs be cut downe. Loe, my bro- 
ther, thou art come our of Zgipt, thou haſt gone a 
great way in the wildcrneſle, thou art not now far 
from Can44n, thou tart come ecuecn to the very next 
borders ; two or three ſtrides more would ſer thee 
inthclandicſelfe : Wilc thou now fooliſbly mocke 
thy ſelfe,tothinke thy ſelfe in Canaan, becauſe thou 
art oh mount Nebo, within ſighe of it, and ſo goe no 
further? Wile thou thus looſe all thy other labour 
and trauaile? haſtrhou done ſo many things,/afered 
ſo many things invaine ? baſt thou therefore prayed, 
preached, heard, read, conferred, fafted, and ſuffe-- 
red theraunts of the wicked all this while for no 0- 
ther cd but to goc to hell together with them ? Oh 
take alittle paines more; thou haſt many poodly | 


graces, and they makethee to ſhine as a goodly and | 


beautifull Temple of the Holy Ghoſt ; Oncly one 
thing is wanting;there is ſome errour in the founda- 


tien, I doubt mec,ic is ſandy, thourauſt needs digge | 
alittle deeper: peta little more humilicie of ſpirit, | 
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and cruth,and purity of heart, or elſe when a ſtorme 
comes, all thy other labour about the building will 
be loſt. I am the more carncſt in this exhortation, 
becauſe of thoſe fearefull ſhipwrackes which many 
(hips, richly laden with many precious iewels of 
Grace, have ſuffered inall apes, vpon this rocke of 


2n cuill and vnrenewed heart. O then take heede of | 


it, as the very bane and poyſon of all grace, and ſo 
the onely cauſe of thoſe many deceits of the tem- 
porary beleeuers, Enter therefore into thoſe darke 


cloſets of thy heart, take the /izhr of rhe Word inthe 
one hand, and the [word of the ſpirit inthe other: 
and whoſocuer 4gaziteor Awmalakite that light ſhall 
diſcouer, kill, ſpare none, with Sau/, make hauocke | 
ofall,an vniucrſal! deſtruRtion;ſauc but one, & thou 
deſtroycſt thy ſelte : Whatſocuer bee the outward 
fAouriſhing ſhow of thy graces, if ſome ſinnelie co- 
uzred vader chem at the core, it will poyſon and rot 
chem. Oh how much better to haue grace lye in the 
heart, coucred vnder m3ny corrupcions, as it doth 
often in the regenerate? for, when corruption lies at 
the heart,couered vnder many outward graces,then 
it cates vÞ and deuoures the nouriſhment which 
grace ſhould receiue from the heart, and ſo our gra- 
ces become /eane ſtaraelings,and in time the thornes 
that atlfirſt lie hid, ſprout forth, and oucr-grow the 
corne, and ſo vnhappily daſh thoſe hopefull begin- 
nings, which ſeemed to promiſe a very large and 
amplc harueft. Contrarily, though a man haue ma- 
ny corruptions, and yet truth of grace lye ſecretly 
in the heart, it will by little and lictle eate ont all 
| choſecorruptions. Vee ſee then whatit is we muſt 


K 4 ſpecially | 


m_ . 


| Pfal.119-101. 


\ Iames Ie. 


SEE - a ns 


_ entertaining the word and ſpirit of God. Till thou 


| The deceit fulneſſe of mans bearr. HE 


ſpecially labour for,ifwe would be freed from that 
deceit of heart, wherewith the Temporary is begui- 
led, with whom the Diucllplayeth,as the Cat doth 
with the Mouſe; Helets chem in ſome ſort goe out 
of his hands, in that he giucth them leaue todo ma- 
ny things, and doth not hinder them in their joy, 
andalacritie of ſpirit, or feruencie of zeale, in which 
regard he is ſaid to be caſt out in the Ghoſpell ; but 
yetas the Cat will have the Mouſe ſtill within her 
reach,'that if ſhe offer to run away ſhe may preſent- 
ly apprchend her;euen ſo doth the Dincl here: heis 
ſureto haue thee within the reach of his paw,as long 
as thy heart within is polluted with the loue of any 
one linne: ſcethen if thou canſt decciuethis roaring 
Lyon,thus ſporting with thee (as ſometimes we ſce 
the poore Mouſe doth the Cat) wholly eſcaping 
from him, by thruſting out that one ſinne ,thart ſtill 
poflefſeth and defileth thy heart, & in ſtead thereof 


doſt this, thou art but in a damnablecaſe, whatſoe- 
uerthy flattering heart tels thee : Thou muſt with 
D anid refcaine from every enill way , beforethou can 
be the true childe of God, a tru keeper of his word, 
1 bane refrained my feet (that is , my affections ) from 
enery euill way , that is, from the loue and delight! 
thereof, 1hat I mightikeepe thy word : And James tels 
thee, that onely that one finne of an vngouerned 
tongue, is ſufficient to diſcover the falſenefle of thy 
religion, what cuer be thy profeſhion, 
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CHnay. XII. 


Of the deceit of the heart, in gining directions for onr 
Attions. 


5&3 Auing thus ſpoken of the firft part of the de- 
XZ (> ccicfulnes of mans heart in judging , namely, 
0 iniudping of perſons;now we come to the ſe. 
cond in iudginh of attions. And thisis two-fold in 
fore-indging, in after-indging. Theiudgement of ad- 
wice, and dired#iow for the doing z and the indge- 
ment of cenſure, and ſometimes corredion after the 
doing of the aQions. 

The deceits of the former kind arc almoſt infinite. 
The booke would ſwell coo much, and I hould but 
weary my ſelfe and the Reader, largely to proſecute 
themall: Onely I will point at ſome ofthe chiefeſt 
heads. Theſe deceits therefore, for dired#ion, are ci- 
therin regard of the rules for the goucrnment of 
our 471015, or of the at7;ons themſelues. 

For ther#/es, our deceitfull hearts preſcribe ſpe- 
cially three deceitfull rulgs,to ſquare our ations by. 
Firſt, the light of narura//wiſedome, which being ſo 
much degenerated from that at the firſt creation, & 
ofa cleare ſhininglampe, become a ſtincking ſnufke, 
who ſecth not that this light is plaine darknes it ſelfe? 
The wiſedome of the fleſh is enmitie to God, Secondly, 
the caſt ore of the times, and examples of the multi- 
tude: As though the way of manners were likethe 


multicude of footſteps , trampling and beating vp- 
| on 
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intention, 
2.5am.6.7. 


Pro. 16.25e 


2. For the 
Actions them- 
ſelues. 


x. Againſtthe 
wholc Law. 


1. Thoughts 
are free, 


Rory, 7.7. 


T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. ' ol | 
on it? or as though men ſhould be as fiily as ſheepe, | 


to follow whethe;-ſocucr their companions leade 
them ? For ſurely how many things are there done 


which would argue the doers,cither fheepiſhly ſim ple, 


or raginely farions, if they did them alone, or with 

few companions ? whereas now the multitude of 
their companions in madneſle, is the onely proofe 

they haue to prove themlelues in their right minds. 

Thirdly, our owne z»tenrion and meaning, that if it 

be good, then ſois the ation alſo, which the Scrip- 
curerefuteth by the example of Y=z4h. Theſe are 
crooked rules,and blinde guides, which blinded and 
decceiued hearts chuſe tothem(clucs. But heere that 
of Salomonis true, There © away that ſeemeth good in 
a mans owne eyes, but the iſſnes thereof are the wayes ef 
death. 

The deceit of the heart in indging of the ations 
themlſelucs,is either againſt the whole Law 7» gexec» 
rall,or in ſpeciall againſt eithcr Table : All which ro 
name werecndlcfle. Vee will onely cull out ſome 
of the principall. 

Firſt,againſt the whole Law,I obſerue three more 
ſpeciall deceits. 

1. That thoughts are free, that we ſhall not be ac- 
countable to God for them. Pas! himſelfe, though a 


.| learned Phariſee, yet wasthus deceiued in iudging 


of thoughts, not conſented to, which are forbid- 
den inthe tenrh commandement : 7 had not knowne 
(faith he of himſcife,in his Phari/aiſmme) that luſt had 
beene ſin, vnleſſethe Law had ſaid, T how ſhalt not laſt ; 
Bur the _— of this deceit may cafily ap- 
peate : for what reaſon.is there, that the author of 

- treaſon 


I 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


creaſon ſhould be puniſhed,*and the fir/# plotter and. 


contriver {hould ſcape? Now the firſt beginning and 
hatching ofany ſinne, is firſt in the thoughts of the 
heart : Andif Kings will hauc their ſcruantsin their 
accounts,anſwere euen for pence, why may not God 
call vs toareckoning, cuen tor our ſmalleſt debts ? 
Andifmen puniſh words and deeds, becauſe they 
ſee & know chem, why then ſhould not God puniſh 
our thoughts, which hee knowes farre better then 
any man can doe our outward ations i Vee mult 
therefore make conſcience of the idle rouings of our 
braines; our very thoughts and imaginations muſt 
ſtoupe, and doc homageto God , who hath requi- 
red of vsto be loued with all eur thoughts, and bid- 
deth vs tremble eucn at the very firſt riling of cuill 
thoughts and motions in our hearts , awd/inpe 707. 
Burt alas, many doe inuertthe ſentence, and in this 
kinde very boldly /inne, and tremble not. 

2. That words are bat winde : Yea, but they are 
ſuch a winde as ſhall blow thee violently into hell, 


and ſhall be the bellowes to kindle, yea,the fuell to 


feede rhe flames of rhat vnquenchable fire: For by 
thy woras thou ſhalt be inſtified, awd by thy words thou 
ſhalt be condemned,and for eucry idleword muſt chou 
giuc account to God at thelaſt day, vnleſle Chri/? 
have given account for it before. What a dotage is 
this, tothinke that our Tongue , our glory, may be 
made our ſhame ; our greateſt ornamenr, our fouleſt 
deformiry;our beſt, and yer withall one of our caſt 


| members a wor ld of wickedyeſſe ? 


' 3. That the outward workes of the Law ave ſuffi- 
cient, That in the firſt table, itis enough to come to 
| | Church, 
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Church, and to mumblc over a few prayers in ones 
bed,&c, inthe ſecond enough toliue quietly, and 
pay eucry man his owne,and not to breake our into 
ſcandals. This deccit pcſſeſſed the Phariſees who 
in their interpretation of the Law, reſtrained the 
prohibitions of murther and adultery to outward 
profſe murther and adultery. So their Philatteries 
were not ſo broad,but their expolitions of the Law 
were as narrow. In the ſame errour was he that hea- 
ringthe commandements of the ſecond Table re- 
hearſed ro him by our Savjonr, anſwered, 441 rheſe 
hane I kept from my youth - but wee muſt know thar 
the law in euery commandement is ſpirituall, and 
bindesthe hearcas well as the hand. 

Apainſt the firſt Table theſe deceits : 

x. Thatthe workesof the firſt table are inferiour 
to the ſecond. Hence is that opinion, that it is caſter 
to loue God then our neighbour: Hence allo it is, 
that there is often ſcucrer diſcipline againſt drun- 
kenneſle, theft, blaſpheming of great men, thena- 
gainſt prophanarion of the Sabbath,blaſphemous 
oathes,and other ſuch like, as great breaches of the | 
firſt Table, as the named finnes are of the ſecond; 
Whereas yet the firft and great Commandement s , 
T how ſhalt lone the Lordthy God. 2. That God may 
be worſhipped according to our owne deuiſe, with- 
out the warrantof his owne word. Hence that Arbes | 
ifticallemni-religion, and that opinion that all religi- 


| ons do well,z man may befaued in any: hence thoſe 


ſwarmes of wil workes, and worſhips, which natu- 
rally we preferre beforethoſe commanded by God. 
But ſhall the Xing fer downe himſclfe the rule ofhis 
owne 
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leaue itfree: to eucry country clowtit tordoc as they 
liſt : and ſh1ll wee, farre more vnableto ſer downe 
' any faſhions for Gods Religian , then the rudeſtru- 

ſicke far-a" Kings 'civilf worlkip4-ſhilweet ſay, 
take ypon vs to determine ought of our ſelues, in 
Gods worſhip.? Men haue thought. ita diſparage- 
ment'to them, when their ſcruants being comman- | 
dedto doe ſomerhing, haue dont otherwiſe; nor 
yet in contempt, bur becauſe they did fee that o- | 
ther way which they tooke, to be beter Þr their | 
' maſters purpoſe, then char whiich was commanagec | 
them, Craſſus cauſed his Maſon ro be whipped,fax | 6 nod. 4ttic 
that being commanded. to ſend him che-greater | (1b.1.68þeL3 W- 
maſt, hee ſenrbim the Jeffe, onely becauſebee knew | | «2 
irtobe fitter for the wrac whereto be would vie it. | 'Y 
' Doe, men thus ſtand vpon it ? foolsſh mew, willthey | 


have their owne. waycs followed, without: giui 1 
place to the bewps.courſes of their inferourty and 

can God, whoſe fooliſbneſſe is wiles then: ane. | | 
wiſedome, can hee take it well,that onr folly: ſhould | | 


thus take head tot ſelfe,, preſuming to checke and 
. | corre@his wiſdome >. | 39S 4 | | 

| , Againſt.the ſecond Toblethereargallo many-de- | The ſecond... | 
ceits ; 23, That cuery man be for himſelfei, and | 
make.the moſt of bis owne, anddeewith his owne 
ashe lift; chat the 0ficious &ſporring lies nothipg, 


hereas, Ga/et. 1. 10. wee mult -not ſpeaketruth-to | 
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ary Ow it is deceitful, nor only in che hrgile 
BANG —_ vpon enill acfions , bur alfo vpon | 
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i. For good iions, two wayes': firſt, by condemn- 
the innocenr,and accuſi vs for chem ,asif we | 
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s deceitfull, nor only in che nigh 
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py on wayes': «firſt, condetn-. 
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cencer-hookes forto findeourexcuſes, nv ic were fp- | 


leaues tocouer our nakednefle,and thickets to lurke 


-| in,ifirmigbt be, vneſpyed by God himfelfe. This is 


char deceit Danjameant, whenhe ſaid, Bleſſed s that 
man in whoſe heart there's no - ,namely, co minſc 
ormitrigate the gricuouſneſke ofhis ſinne,by the in- 
vention of witty and colourable excuſes and cxte- 
nuations. Andrhis,as it may ſeeme, heſpake one of 


| his owneexperience, in that his grieuous linne in the 


matter of /r;ah. Forin this peintthe Scripture tax- 
eth him for wane of vprightnes of heart, and there- 
fore alſo himlſelfe at length; in-his repentance, ta- 


; 


Pſal.z2.2. 


kipg notice of it in himſclte,” criech our, © Zord,thes | pral;i.c. - 


loneft the truth in the inward parts, thereby implying, 
that in that ſinne he had diſcouered Cocke 
and want oftruth and vprigheneſſe z now, in what 
morethen inthis, that he ſewed caſhions vnaer hes el- 


bowes, that he mighe ſlcepe ſecurely in his ſinne, and | 


after he had bail: rhe wall, be dewbedit with thewntem. 
pered morier of his owne vaineandfriuolous excu- 
ſes; as thata King had _ authority oner all his | 
fubies, and therefore, fince ſome muſt needes bee 
expoſed tomoreperillin the warres then others, ke 
might as well put Y7#4b tothat hard lor, as anorher ; 
that as long as Yr14h was not ſlainc with his owne 


hands , but inthe warres, hee was norguilty of his | 


death, and divers ſuch like innentions? And'who 
{hall notin ſome mcaſare diſcerne rchis deceit ?how 
bufily will our hearts lay about chem to finde fome | 
prerencs or other for:the-leflening of our finnes, 
to make them ſecmelefſe odicus and vgly then in»: 
deedethey are? Sorhaz ; _—y when we come to 
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 giue judgement, weecannot wholy free ourſclues,, 


ut muſt needes giue”in the verdi& againſt our 
ſelacs, yet we will doc it as fauourably, and with as 
great reſpeR as may be. Like Davids that; when he 
could not but ſend his ſubies againſt: {dfalom yet 
willed chem to haut ſpeciall care ofnot h:nting him. 
Bur when our deceitfull hearts would vrge vs to 
ſhew this fauour to our 4b/a/om;;to our darling fins, 
we ſhould no moreregard them, then 044% did De- 
ids charge concerning Abſalom, but with fiomacke 
and courage runne them through with the two-ed- 
ged ſword ofthe ſpirit : and not,as vſually we doe, 
onely giue them a little pinch with our finger, or 
pricke-with a pinne. But let vs {ce the particularities 
of theſe deceitull excuſes. 

The firſt is , to plead the corraption of nature. O 
fay ſome,when they arc iuſtlychallenged, wearc but 
fleſh and bloud, borne in fin,:-qQur corrupt nature.as.4 
mighty ftreame carries vs away violently. VVe are 
but weake frailemen;no Semis, no Angels. Thele ſee 


| not that this is ſo farre from leſſening, thatitrather 


aggravateth their ſinne. For. ax the:2h13/ofopher ſayes 
of thoſe that cxcuſe their. finne by: drunkennefle, 
thatthcy.deſeruc 4onble punilkmente,: firſt, for the 
drunkenneſſe, then for the finne committed in and 
by. their drunkennefle: ſo likewiſeiistt here, ; Vee 
deleriiedouble damnation; firſt for:this corrupti- 


| onof our nature, and then for the fruits of it,.in 
| our aQuall tranſgreſſions; becauſeas the drunkard 
| is the cauſe of his awhe-drankenneſle, fo wee Jike- 


wiſe of our, owne corruption.of nature: for.G 
madeyvs holy and righteous , after toad 
ut ; 
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T hedeceitfulneſſeof mans hears. 


but weour ſclucs in our firſt Parents defiled and cor- 
rupted this holy nature. And therefore David when 
in that Perirentiall Plalme his repenting heart eucn 


meaſure ſinfull,and to raiſe it vp tothe higeſt degree 
of rebellion ; he bringeth in the mention of his cor- 
rupt nature, as an amplification thereof, 1» ſinne 
was I conceived, and in iniquity brought forth. And leſt 
| itmightbe thought that he did cunningly alleadge 
itto leſſen his {inne, he addeth , zho# loueſt the truih, 
no ſuch deceitfoll cloaking. 

The ſecond cloake are the examples of the faults of 
holy and godly men , eſpecially thoſe in the Scrip- 
ture; 2s Dautas aduirery, Peters deniall, Lots inceſt, 
Noahs drunkennefle, &c. How many are there that 
vpon thele examples doe beare and boulſter them. 
{clues out in the ſame or the like (innes ? But what a 
ſtrange deceit is this, that that which increaſeth fin, 
ſhould be vſed as a diminution thereof? for by how 
much the perſon that (ianerh is greater, by ſo much 
alſo is the finne itſelfe. Adultery by D aids exam- 
ple was made ſo much the viler, by how much D4- 
aids holineſle exceeded others. Againe,what a grofle 
deluſionisthis, that thar which indeede is anargu- 
ment offzare, thould be made an argument of 60/4- 
ne{ſe in linning? for who in his right minde would 
not-reaſonthus with himſelfe? Did D4uid, Perer,and 
other ſuch worthies fall ſo dangerouſly, that had fo 
excellent ameaſure of che ſpirit? oh then it tandeth 
me in hand to looketo my ſclfe, whoſe tcer are farre 


| Surely, iftbe Saints werealiue againe, and beere. 
L 2 


ſtudied withirt felfe, how to make his ftnvne. out of 


morefeeble.,and ſtand in far moreſlippery ground. | 
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| inthings imitable, arec 
| rhe 1/-«clizes cloud, that le 
| Battheir vnwatrantable examples arelikethe black | 


I=e 


with eu 08 corth; as there would werent 
matters of griefe vats rhem,, ſo I thinke nothing 
more, then xo ſee the horrible abuſe, as of their ver- 
tues, lo ofehicirs ons : of their verexes, when 
in that regard they are defiled by the ſuperſtirious 
[dolater:: oftheir ivfirmitiesand imper fettions, when 
for them they are madethe patrons of hatcfull and 
ſhamefull deformities, by the looſe Liberrine. Asir 
would pgrieue them to fee thoſe verrvcs, the weake- 
neffe w fmade them to fall downe before 'God. 
in b»miliation, to beraiſed vpto ſuch an height, as ro 
make others fall down tothemin 4407 tion:ſoallo to | 
ſcetheir ſins which wrought bemeinthemfclucs, ro 
worke 5 in orhers. If Danid had committed 
adultery,as thinking it no ſack great marter, becauſe 
of the example of toms Prophers before him, there 
had bin ſome more colourin hisexcuſe : But David 
fell onely through his own concupiſcence,notypon 
any patronape of holy mens examples, A Propine 
with his words rebakedhim for hisfin : No Propher 
with his deeds fleſhed bim in his ſin:why doſtthou | 
loue in thy ſelfe that which Duzid hated in bimfelfe? * 
Toconclude thispoint , the examples ofholy men: 


red by the holy to. 
cthemin TG wy Ho 


| part of the cloud , which whoſoever ſhall follow, 


|  withthoſe E yptians,rogether with them, he is like | 
| robedro ntheſea of eternall defivuRion. 
| Thethitd ſhiftis cheir [pworevce, and'wancofleare 


They fay they are no Schollers nor book-lear- 
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accuſcd of; would be (carcetollerable in others,yer 
in them they ate very cxcuſable. For the diſcoucry 
of this deceit, we muſt vnderſtand,thar their is a two- 
fold /gnorance: A plaineand fimpleignorance,and allo | 
a wilfulland affected. The plaine & ſimple ignorance, 
chough ir may: extenuate, .yet it cannot altogether 
excuſe, The ignorance of thy Princes: Lawes will 
not excuſe theein his Court, and thinketthou thac 
in Gods Court, whois farre ſeuercr then any mortall 
-wight,the plea.of ignorance ſhall be.heard? for as the 
Princes lawes are princed & publiſhed, andthercfore 
may be knowne,vnlefle we be cither carelefſe or wil- 
full ; ſoalſo are Gods. Art thou then ignorant? the | 
{aule &thine owne;-it:-ellnnbtthereforetuetHhee 
harmclefle, No, the ſeruant not knowing his Maſters 
will, muſt be beaten with ſome ſtripes, if he doit not, 
chough not.with ſo many as he that knowing it does 
it nor. But.yetif his ignorance beethe ſecond kinde 


beaten with as miny if not more. ::forthis ide of 
ignorance increaſech the finne, rather then atiy;whit 
lcffensit.) And hearc,, a3 1n thecaſe ofdronkennelle 
double: puniſhmebbis:worthily deſeruce: 2 becauſe 
| they doe willingly ſhactheiviowne' eyes ; thar they 
might not. fke.5; and doe: of fet:purpoſe ' riuxxic 
themſelnes in ignorance; though the light on eyety. 
fideincompaſſcrhem, thinking therbby 6 pfocure 
ito; themſelues alibertie of finning,withomgaltined: | 
butthey are deceined;. Here traelyHath plicechat 
faying, Theignorance of the trw1h cant bet nor #taſe to 
ſane: theiri condemnation j\1who. had rhey:had'a wilt 10 


of ignorance, wi//ail and effefted, then hee (hall be | * 


| feekntherrath might cafely- band bid rhe thiR ofiwnde it. 
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| ignorantiadam- | 
num propter b- | 


f *+ | andotherſuchlikedefotts;hacdisitifwe find 


| To this purpoſe 


_ [leaftfor my ſeeme tobe bue rhe leaſt piece of anoc- 
| Faſion,thar 


They Youble-+heir goilrineſſe, chey:ewifithe bonds 
of theitiniquities ſtronger , and adde further weight 
co their fine, when tbey thinke to make ir lighter. 


i. T bd dtteitfalveſſe of mans hears.” _ | 


Thema the Scheole-man, ſpeaketh 
vety iudicioufly., thus : Sometimes is happeneth that . 
ignorance i direitly and in it ſelfe voluntary, as when | 
one is willingly ignor ant that hee might finne the more | 
freely. CAndſach ignorance ſeemeth to increaſe our vs- 
luntarineſſe, and ſo our ſinne : for it proceedeth altoge- | 
ther om the intention of the will ſet vponſinning, that 
4 manwill willingly ſaffer the damage of ignorance, to 
enioy the freedome of ſinning. - 
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of the decett of the heart in tranſlating thr ſinne 
* from o#r ſelues wpomn ſome #thercaaſe. - 
Bahey HE fourth deceitfull ericke in clearingour 
wes clues, when guilty, is that of 7 7ewfetios, 
oo when by layingthe fault ypan; ſome other 
cauſe, wee would altogerher diſburthen our (clots 
tbereof. VVherein the heart ofrhanis ſoTubtie,that if 
itcan finde out any other thing or perſon, thatin the, 


ll beſufhcientro free ic feite df al man- | 
ner ofblame,4#rpsft,a blind woman in Seveca, would 
not yet be perſwaded that ſhe was blinde, but found 
fault with the houſe wherein ſhee-was, as beingouer- 
darke; ſo fareqh it withvs in our ſpirituall blindnefle, 


yorout | 
ſome- 
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blame. | 

As firſt of all, how vſvallis that tranſlation vp- 
onthe fleſh. O ſay the proaphaine, as of oldin 4«- 
fenttime, ſoftill when charged withthere wicked- 
neſſe;wor webut —_ We of ur ſelues haue good 
wills to doe otherwiſe, wee like and approue of the 
beſt things, but the #e/þ ouer-maſters vs, rhat,ava 
violent ſtreame carries vs away, And therefore wee 
cruſt we may ſay with Paul, 1s « n0 more wee that ave 
it, but ſinne that dyelletb in ws bur this is agroſle 
deceit. | 

For firſt, they ſhould conſider who Pe! was, that 
vicd theſe words, and of what ſinnes; not opewand 
groſſe, from which euen his Phariſaiſme was free, 
burtof inward infirmities, whereby he felt the perfe- 
Rion of his good workes to bee hindered. How 
(ham<full then isir ro bring tbat in defence of open 
ſcandals, which is ſpoken concerning priuie and | 
ſecret infirmitics ? F 

Againe , nonecan fay concerning their ſins, that 
they are not theirs, bur the fleſhes, ſaue they , who 
beſides the feſb haue the ppirit incountring the fleſh 
But in theſe kinde of men, in whoſe mouths this cx | 
cuſe is ſo ordinary , there is no ſtrife at all betwix: 
the þir:t and the fleſh, for they arc nothing but f{r/hz 
neicher is there any tbingin them but corruption; 
Thereforeis it anidle ſpeech ofthem to ſay , nor we 
but the fl-fb, that is, not wee but we : For wharellc arc 
they but fieſh,in vnderſtanding, memory, will, affe- 
tions, ſoule, and body, &c? Bur yer when chey are 
tocommit ſome {in,they fecle ſome reſiſtance. Truc : 


fametbing thacmuſt eaſe vs ofall the burthen ofthe | 
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' bue this reſiſtance is not froth the minlltvenewed ;'& 
ſo conſenting vnto, and delighting in the Law; as 
holy and good, asin Pas/; but fromthe 2wi»ge oncly 


 #nlightned, to lee the fearetull puniſhments thatſhall | 
follow vpon the {inne. And hence'itis that the com> | 


bare in the regencrate is in the ſame faculties of the 
Soule, berwixt the willand the will, the aff: Rions 


| and affeRions; becauſe as cucry part of the Soule 
is partly carnall , paitly fpiritoall, ſo alfothe will | 


and affeRions. Whence it comes to paſle, that when 
the renewed part of the will carries vs ro good, the 
vn-regenerate part,that is,the feſh,ſwayes vs to enill. 


Burt che 'combare inthe vn-repenerate,is betwixtds- | 


#8 faculties of the-ſoule ; as betwixt the vnderſtan- 
ding and the will, betwixt the conſcience and the 


| affeMons ; The will and affections ofan vngodly 


man doe not hold: backe,'or make any reſiſtance, 
when hee is tempted tofinne-: for they are wholly 
carnall, and hane not eyther the leaſt hatred of the 
ſinne forbidden, or loue of the Law forbidding it, 


and therefore they are ſet a gogge, and drinke inini- | 


quitie,us the fiſh doth water-:but onely bis conſcience, 
inlightned by God ro ſcetheterrour of the puniſh- 
ment, cauſcth a demurre to bee made. Herod in his 
inceſt may feele inwardly ſome obieRions altedged 
againſt it, bur yet heloucs his inceſt with al kis heart, 
andin likemanner hates the ſeucenth Cemmaunde- 
ment forbiddingit , and wiſbes with all his hears 


there were no fuch Commandement. Thoſe obic-|- 


ions therefore are made, notby his will delighting 
in the Law,and ſo faying;How cat 1 doe this andfinne 


! 
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"We" 


againſt God ?- But by the minde terrified with the| 
: threat- | 


—__ i. 


—_ 


3 


. Thedeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
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threatnings of the Law, The woyce of Danids con- 
fAi& with bimſclfe in his adultery was this; conſent 
Yorhe Law, that it ts moſt holy and inſt in forbidding «- 
this adultery, The voice of Hereds firife in hisinceſt 
is this, /conſent 10 the Law 1bat it is true in threatning 
inceſt with the carſe of God, and -feele terronr inthe ap. 
prehenſion of it, S0.chat the oppoſition which the re- 
generate make againſt ſinne, is fromthe apprehenſi- 
onofthe goodnes ofthe Commanadement : the oppo- 
{ {ition of the vnregenerate, from the apprehenſion of 
| the-truth of the threatning : the former from. /one, 
che latrer from/eere, je 251 
Now though this be ſufficient to diſcoucr this 
.deceit to thoſe that will dEale faithfully with thems- 
ſelues in the examinationoftheir owne hearts : yet, 
for the further ſtopping of the mouth ofiniquitie, 
;that excellent ſpecch of the 4poſtieis to bee remem- 
bred; Thefleſh, lufleth againſt the ſpirit, and rhe ſpirit a- 
gainſt the fleſh, and theſe are contrary one to another, ſo 
that ye cannot de: the ſame things that ye would, Where 
the flelb is relifted by the Spirit, it neucr wholly 
'preuayles, but in ſpight ofir cecthis broken of her 
will, it cannot doe that it would ; but in theſe men 
'the Fleſh doth whatſoeucr it would ; the a&ion 
of ſinne is as ready as the terpration ; the life, 
they lye, they wallow , and tumble themſcluesin 
their {innes; they make a daily t:3dz of their vn- 
cleannefle, prophaneneſſe, worldliucfle : (hall any 
man now perſwad: mee that the ſpiritis inthem, 
ſtruggling with the fleſh?-Certainely, tithere were 
bur the leaſt dramme of the ſpirit toreſit, the fleſb 


dultery,and therefore 1 cannotwholly gine my aſcent to 
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} Exod.32-6. 
Cero concupiſert 


fumfi non con- 
 cupiſcet&s ſpiri- 
tus contracarne, 
facadulterium: 
 Srautem ſhirs- 
tus concupiſctt 
aduerſins carne 
luftam wides, 
| vittum non vi- 
deo, [In Euang. 


| that fulneſſe of pleaſure which a veneriae Epicure | 


aduerſus ſpiri- | be as thoſe Iſraclites, that ſate downe #0 cate 4nd 
| drinke, and roſe vp to play; tharis, to the doing of 


þ.- T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
ſhould not ſinne thus freely , without interruption : 
it ſhould nor alwaics hold thereynes, and (ir at the 
helme. 1 bes; my body ; thatis, I moleſt and vexe the | 
flelh, the o/de 4dam,rthatisin mee; and marke what 
followes,7bring it in ſabiccHion. Wherethen the fleſh | 
alwaies flouriſheth and triumpheth, and is never 
broughe vnder, there neuer is any truereſiſtance, 
= is no ſpirit, the aduerſarie that ſhould trou- 
bleir. | 
ObieF, Butit will be faid , did not Desid in his 
adultery doe that which his fleſhly will would? 4»ſ. 
No; not wholy, not faky. For firſt of all, by rea- | 
ſon ofche reſiſtance of the ſpirit, hee could nor take 


would. Further, the ficſh would hauc bad him ſlept 
ſecurely, and gone on ſtoutly ſtill inchar ſinne, and | 
to haue doneas muchtoothers, as to Bathſbeba,but 

| becauſe of the contradidtion ofthe ſpiricgaine-ſay: | 
ing the fleſh, hee could not ſoblefle his ſeule in his 
linne, hee could nor lyctumbling in his mire, but 
was forced to riſe vp, and waſh himſelfein the wa- 
rers of repentance. And wilt thou, that after thy fit- 
ring downe to ſinne neuer riſeſt againe, vnleſſe it 


| ſome worſe matter : wilt thou plead the combarc of | 
the f:ſh and che ſpirir? Excellently Saint Auſten. The 
fleſh lufteth againit the ſpirit - If the ſpirit doe noe alſo 
luſt againff the fleſh, they commit adulterie : For what 
ſhould hinder ? But if the ſpirit laſt ageing the fiſh, | 
thew 4 may ſee thee indeede ſhrewdly aſſaulted, wholly 


S. Ioh.ſcr.qz, 
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| vanquiſhed I canner. | 
| Well 


Le 
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T be deceirfulmeſſe of mans brart, 

| Well then, the unregenerate cannot excuſe ' their 
Gancsby the fle(h , becauſethe ficſh and they, being 

all one, in accuſing the fleſh,they accuſe themſclues, 


asthe fle(bin them is only a eve and captiue, deadly 
wounded by God, at firlt conuerfion, and daily 
awed by the contrariety of the ſpirit, tharthey yer 
ſhould be foyled by the fieſh, that the feſb ſhoeld ſo 
farre preuaile with them, as to bring forth'the fruies 


| any whit to diminiſh their linne : foras forthe wic- 

ked,they arc nothing but fcſh,they haue no aduerſa. 
rytothefleſhin themſelues, thatmight buckle with 
| itebut the godly they have the ſpir78, which of it ſellc 
| as ChrifHayes, is prompt and ready, but that wee by 


'Scripture vpon theſe grounds exhortsthe godly to 
good dutics, becauſe of the regeneration of their 
nature, whereby theyare in ſome meaſure cnabjed 
ro ſabductheir corruption, and ſo to performe obe- 
dience; as S.-1awes, hauing made mention of. our 
| new-birth : Of his owne wil begat hews by the word of 
| 3#erch, thereupon inferrerh , Wherefore let enery man 
| be ſwift to beare, ſlow 10 fpeake, ec. And S.- Prier Un- 
| ving exhorted to /ove one another , with epure heart 
| ferwentlyannexcth thisrcaſon, Brivg borne 4 new, not 
| of mortall ſeed, but immoriall, e.Now as it is ſhame- 
| full fora.man thatharh ſtrengrh, &is furniſhed wich 


| tvm : ſoisir for the regenerate man , whom God in 
his regeneration hathendued with ſpiritua'1life and 
{ Rrength, whereby he mighe beable ro ftrine againſ, 


Whar then? May the regenerate? Neither: for wher-: 


of diſobedience, this ſecmeth rather ro adde, then | 


our ſloath and negligence diſableir. Thereforerhe 


weapons, to ſuffer thetheefeto take his purſe from | 


—_—— 
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5 The deceirfulneſſe of mans hears: | - 
and make his part good with the fluth; to luffer it:to 


the fleſh in them 15 as an vnderling, cruſhed and erod 
vndcr their feet, VVhat a ſhameis this'foraman to 
be ouercome by his baſe vaſlall, who was once alrea- 
dy bcforc oucrcome by himlelft ? This. thereforeis 
matcer of humiliation , and deeper aggrauation of 
our {innes, that God hauing dif-armed the fleſh, and 
ſubie&cdit to vs, yet wee by aurfauouring oft; as 
the 1ſraelites the Canaanites , hanenouriſhed/a Snake 


to thar head, that it ſhould be ready tyouertop vs. 
Therefore the Apoſtle doth not exrenuate, butag- 


of ypbraiding, Tee are yet carnal, Mans deceitfull 


| heart would haue holpen the matter with this: Alas! 


chough wee beregencrate, yet; wceeare ſtill alſo car- 
nall in part, and the j{e/b will be working: But the 


| holy Ghoſt cetorts ic thus ;.as youarc naturally car- 


nall , ſo by your new birth , yce noware become 


| | urs a ſhame then is this for you, that the 


| rl performes his office no berter in quelling the 
fleſh, tharthe fleſh is Kill foluſty and liuely in you, 
that one would thinke you were wholly carnall and 
net ſpirituall ae all; chat after ſolong a time of your 
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- 


The ſecond tranſlation of fine isvponi the Timer, 
| and 


z 
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robbe him ot.any ſpirituall grace. Specially when as 


in our owne boſomes, and haue ſuffered it togrow 


gravate, the faftions ofthe Corinthians by this,that 
| theſe things came from the fleſh in them, and were. 
| fruites of their car»ality. Therefore he ſayes by way 


regeneration, you art yer fo carnall, the fe/h Qill car- 
| rying ſo ſtronga hand ouer you? That ſhifting, then, 
off the faultto the fleſhis idle, whether inthe wice 


| { ked, oria the godly. 
2. Vponthe j 
' Times. \ 
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| growthey to their end, and therefore ſo muchthe 


| bow in his time many would bercady to plezde | 


| ca# Fine otherwiſe in Rome. 1 am notprodigatl ſumptu- 
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ly are ſocorrupt and cuill, therefore we thinke if we 
be corrupt in them, the fault is not 87s, bur the 


wing the time,becanſe the dayes be emill, The badnefſe 
ofthe times did not ferue with S. Pax{for a cloake 
to- excuſe our conformity to the times, in waſting 
our time wickedly, as others doc; bur aza ſpurre to 


reſcue itoutofthe hands of ſinfull vanities , and to 
tion of the rimes; for,ifthe aire be gencrally infei- 


ſervatiues? Surcly the worlethe times are,the neerer 


moreapprehenſiue oughe we to be of the occaſions 
ofgood, becuule the- day, in which onely wee can 
worke,is declining apace,and tharfenrefull wiohr ap- 
proacheth, wherein none can worke, | 
But yet, for all this, it is nolefſe vſuall for men to | 
viethis excuſe in defence of their owne cnormities 
now;thenichach beene heretofore. Sexece thewerh | 


thus for theraſelues, 1 am #08 ambitions ; but no man 


and places, wherewe line, and the wickednes of men 
with whom weconuerſe. Becauſe the times general-. 


times. S. Paxis argumentis cleane contrary, Redee- 


excite vs to be ſo much the more carefall of onr | 
ſelues, not to be ſwayed with the common ftreame, | 
in theidſe andprodigallexpence of our time, but to 


dir wholly for the good oſour owne foules. And | 
ye reaſon hauewe to make this vic of the corrup- | 


ous;had we not needeto be ſomuch the more ſtri& | 
in our diec, andcarcfull in the vſc of wholſome pre- | 


Epheſ.5, 16, 


Non ego ſum 
ambitioſus : ſed 
m:mo Rome all- 
terviuerepoteſt; | 
#91 egoſunptie- 


ſutsſed wrbsi1 fa | 


ow;but theCity will put a:man to great on It is not 


any fupltrbat ate 1 ain wot emrediinoaſe courſe of | 


magnas 11peſas | 
exigit. Noneft | 
meliuitin,&c. | 
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The deceirfulneſſe 


bo 


cs A 


. | . i 
HO uid ucs deci 
ramus ? noneſt | 
extrinſecus bac 
malum, intra 


bus ipfs herct, 


Te mis #01 Tefert 
quam magnus, 
ſed quo in: idat: 
341 eti2 maxis 
mum ſolid1non 


| receperunt;rar - 


ſus arida,@r tors 
rips facilia ſcin- 
tillam queg, fo- 
went uſd, ad in- 
Cendiniue 
Sen.Epiſt.18. 


Phil. 4.2 2: * 


Lot in perwerſa 
c:nit4te inſtus, 


uit. 


res,eflinviſceri= 


| Hſe "14 is muy youth and hot bloud1hat doth this; Burgs 


He excellently addeth. Why doe we deveiur our ſelues? 
T his euth{ is not from without, from any extrinſecal 
canſezit © within v5;it ſticker in our very bowels. [f we 
livedelfewherezin other places, and companies, vn+ 
lefle 'our hearts within werechanged, we would til] 
bee the ſame men. For, that itis not inthe place, 
that we are thus and thus perucrted, will appeare 
cuidently , if wecaſt our eyes vponothers,that hauc 
livedin as euill cimes and places, and ycr like fiſhes, 
rctayning their ſweetneſle in theſalt ſea ; like Sala- | 
manders, vnſcorched in the fire. It mattets not fo 
much how great the fire be which lighteth vpon a 
place, as 'of what quality the thing is whercon ic 
lighteth: for een a great deale of fire falling vpon 
hard and ſolide ſubſtances would nor once kindle; 
and alittle ſparke in dry, chippy, combuſtible mat- 
ter hath quickly burnt vp all. So ir skils notſo much 
what the place be, as what the minde. Mindes well 
diſpoſed , and carefully watching over themſelucs 
haue continued in the corrupteſt places -wichout 
ſpot; as /oſeph, Nehemiah, Daniel! ,0badiah, in the 
Courts of Pharaoh, driexerxes, Nebuchoedonezer, A- 
hab; and S. Paul makes mentionof Saints in Neroes 
court,that monſterof nature. Contrarily, the minde 
being ſecure ; orotherwile ill-diſpoſed,the beſt pla- 
ces haue becne no priuiledges againftfinne. Wirneſle 
| Ader,that ſinnedin Paradiſe; the Dinel , thar fell | 


| in Heaven,in Gods owne Court : Loe, faling in Gods 


{ 


Court,and f/anding in Neroes, Lot continued chaſt in 


{ filthy Sodowe, and yer fell grieuonſly inthe ſolitary 


Mn monte pecc a» 


and retired monntain:vniuſtly therrareplater charged. 
| | | As 
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As wniufilyirrhethird place,arc ource/ings,and | ; y.. .; 
the imploymentofchemz which, ſay many, areſuch, | Callings, 

that chey muſt needs neglcA the kingdomeof God | 
in prayer.-rcading, meditation .ſfanQutication of the 
Sabothsz which if to doe be {inne,, not ze bur their 
callings muſt be called into queſtion, . But wee muſt | Mar, r7, 
| know that no calng is a calling awsyfrom God , no 
wOcarionis anaurcationfrom gadiines:butas our Sa- 
afar ſpcakes-of the S4berh;;i foalſomayitbr laid of |. 
our callings: Man we: net.mude for rating , but coliings | 
for wan,that is, for his good; not for the hurt or hin» | 
derance ofhis ſoule. Certaitethersforeic is thatthis | 
s:butadeccitfuilexcuſe;'fgr DevidandDanietgaken | 
vp: with che many and waighty affairs of eitnil-ga- | 
 werament(alas;whatare thy occafionsto theirs)ithey | 
yet could find leaſure to pray! tbriceaday. And tell 


-* 


OE" 


me;thau-who thuspleadeſt the trophicſbtuecdifirg: { © | 
Gionsof by calling gatiey ſapeiedzcethacthbou | 
cantt beicherflcepynos eatedixdeipke3forailithy buſi: ; 


neſſes, 1:dare ſay! thay duſtoht,whollydeprive. thy 1 
ſclle ofahcfbnexeſiaryomforitiAndatt thoii yerto t- 
learaahatabefearcnatihaecedaryfor the body bus 
the exeraiſed off Gods: fetuice are:as neceflaryeucty 
way fargbefaule?Rgineber thi! examples ofrhe wo- 
man of Saxzaria,leaying ber pitcheratthe well, & of 
the Shephtards;leghing their flocks for the bulines of 
Chriſtz&earbe.by themithatour parvicalar caihugs | 
nuſt giteplace t@the genera/icalling of Chriftianity. 
And good reaſon, one kindnesdeſervesanother.Our 
generaltcalling-of Chriſ{ionivy is not. ſo vniuſt, as tc 
ſeizcerdinarilyyponalchetimc of qyrpurtienler cal | | 
ings: therefore Chriſt will rather. rob bis cies of leep | 1ahagas. | 
| and | - 
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Lukez 15, 
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| 4 Vpon con- 
dition of life, 


and pray all aight, thca by prayingulltheday time, 
robhis perſonal calling of it due time : VVhy thet 
ſhould our pargics/er callings be fovnkindeastacti- | 
croach vpon our general calling, and co take from it 
that licle eime-of che nornine and entnine, not con- 
tent with her owne fo large allowaace :likethe rich 


F 
man his 0neonely hecpe, bautng many of his owne. 
k had beene moretollerable for the poore man to 
haueraken oncofche richmans. Andofthetwoitis 
moreallowable for the gexere/calling, romake bold 


with the time of aurp. {,chen coarrarily ; both 
becauſe outginrraicullinghath not the c-1be of char 
eime which chei per/anafs hack, as alſo, becaule/the 


wotkes ofchis calling are farremore worthy and ex- | 
cellent," as thoſe which direly-and immediatly re- 
ſpe&t God annſcife; Andyer thou wouldeſt nor al- 
=_ rhis foreiuft excuſe wm ahatlice mo 
negleted his papticular calling, id at» 
wand all: hacwhile, Prayer ; reading, Mediracion: 
low:thes ſhoutd:chinoownenegtett of Gods fer- 
tice ypori the Sabbeek,andtbem ; 
of orher CJayes be-excuſed? rhinkeſt 
followingofthy worldly occafionsforas vader pre- 
tence of prayer & mediration wee-may-aotbecome 
Menhes,& whollygiueouer occaſions tw the world : 
fo neither vader pretencoofour worldly: F 
may weebecome ptrophane Foridlings, and wholly 
forſake the worſhip of God. pl Dots Bo. f 
| Others blamertherondirivn oftheir /zfe, O ſapthey 
wee are pavore mer,” thavhave nothing to-Jace by, 


fauc theſe hands. Cun'wee needy handicrafts-men, 


.or 


man in Nethaw np that tole:from the poore | 


= 
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or poore labourers be D#4ines? Yea ſomuchrhera 


ther, fayes Chryſoſtore, may you practiſe rrue dinini. 
tie. When wrath, enuie, and other ſuch like corrup- 
tions ſhould be curbed , doth poverty then let chee? 
or areriches able to maſter and mortifie ſuch affei- 
o1$? Doth poucrty hinder thee from being humble 
ſober, temperate, watchfullin prayer? or isirnot 
rather a great furtherance tothee in all theſe? Doth 
nor pouerty ſerue to tame and meeken thee, to take 
downe thy pride, to prickethee to prayer? Or what 
vertue is there that needeth money for the praiſe 
thereof? Thou wilr ſay liberalitic : yea, burcuen this 
vertue alſo , ſaith that father , hath [hined more 


| brightly by reaſon of pouerty : The paore widowes 


' 7wo mires were a better almes, then all che reſtof the 


—_— 
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richer ſort. Seethen how thou {landcereſt thy po- 
ucrtic, the miltreile of ſo many vertues. Remember 
5. Paula poore Tent-maker, and yet nolcile holy in 
his /69p among his rears, then-in his /ady among his 
Books and Parichments : and by his example learne 
how :ny hop may be vſed, euen-asan Oratory, or 
place of greateſt deuotion. Neuertell methy han- 
dy labours abſtra& thy mindefrom heauenly medi- 


{ tations. Panl a Text-maker, working with his hands 


could yet ſay , Onr connerſation is in heauene Neuer 
complaine of the pinches of pouerty, that they lay 
thee open to the Dinels temptation. Who ecuer ri- 


cher then Adamin Paradiſe Who euer poorer then 


10b on he Dung-hillt yet in Paradiſe Sathan foyled 
Aaam on the D ang-hil,, 106 foyled Sathan, 
Weil,if the fault be onely in pouerty. and not in 
thine owne corruption, then giverheca more libe- 
M 
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The deceitfalneſſe of mans heart, 


rall portion of theſe outward things, and wee ſhall 
ſec thee mend preſently : And fo happily thou per- 
ſwadeſt thy ſelte ; bur how deceirfally, the miſerable 
experience of others may teach thee, who, of poore 
becoming rich, haue withall of nought become 
worle. ; 

Inthe fift-place, yee ſhall heere ſome transferring 
the fault vpon the o#1ward occaſions, whereby they 
were-cntiſed to ſinne ; not conſidering , that the 
outward obicAs themſeJues are dumbe , and ſay 
nothing , and that itis onely their owne corruption 
that entiſeth them : For they that haue made a cour. 
nant with their eyes, as 10b did, they can looke vpon 
the wine when it rink letb in the gloſſe, and not in- 
ordinately long to drinke : they can behold faireand 
beautiſul women, and yet not rnremperately /uftaſter 
them. They that hauc put the knife of mortificati- 
on 10 ;beir throats,can fit at a rulers table, ſwimming 
with all manner of dainties, and yet not exceed the | 
bounds of ſobriety. What? muſt the 24ble be accu- 
ſed?nothine own «ppetite:T hruſi(faith Salomon) thy 
knife,not into thetable, bur in5o rhine owne throat : 
So,muſt wemen betaken away? no, butthine awne 
eye, thatis, the corruption 1n thine eye, ſaith our 
Saujour : This cauſcth thee to, offend. Chryſo/tome 
having ſaid, the beautie of awoman i a great ſnare, 
preſently correRs himſelfe, nay rather, ſaith hee, 
nota womans beauty, but a mans laſting looke. Let ws 
not accnſetherhings,but our ſelacs; let vs not ſay, let 
there be no women, but let there be no aaultery,and for- 
nication; neither let vs ſay, ler there not be a belly, but 
let there not be gluttony,&c. | | 
| Sixth. 
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Sixtly. Many there are that father their Sinnes 
vpon the Diael.. Ie may be indeed the Dinel! was 
the father begetting , but for all that, their owne 
naughtie hearts might well enough be the mothers 
conceinirg ,, and bringing them forth. And what 
could that father have done without 1his mother ? 
The Diuell cannor preuaile againſt vs, bur by the 
helpe of our owne corruption: Hee might ſtrike 
fire tongenoughere there would bee any burning, 
did not wee finde him tinder. Therefore S. Temes 
ſayes, Enery man whey he is tempted, a enticed, and 
drawne away by hu owne concutiſcence:though yet the 
Dizel! hauc a hand, and that no (mall one, in temp- 
ting of vs, yct becauſe he doth onely allurevs, and 
lay baits for vs, but not coyffraine vs ; he hath onely 
a perſwading ſlight,not an i»forcing might;hecannor 
make vs ſinne againſt our wils, becauſe our owne 
concupiſcence carrieth the chicfcſt ſtroke; therefore 
hee ſo ſpeaketh: Every man i tempted,not by the Di- 
uel!, but by hs owne concupiſcence + And therefore, 
howſoeuer the ſame Sathan that tempted Dauid to 
number the people, had his fingeralſo, in all likelt- 
hood , in that matter of 77146, yet Dauid accuſeth 
not Sathan, but his owne corruption ; 1n ſinne I was 
conceived. Burlet vs heare what S. cAn/ten faith ro 
ſuch as thus excuſerhemſelues; ** If Sarhan, faith he, 
oxely ſpake, and God held his peace, then mighteſt 
thou have ſome matter of excuſe : But now thine 
eares are fetin the midſt, betwixt Gods admoniti- 
ons onthe other ſide, and Sarhans fuggeſtions on 
the other ſide; why doe they incline themſetues ro 


theſe, and turneaway from thoſe? Sathan' ceaſeth 


M 2 not 
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Iam es I. 14. 


Auſlutiam ſua- 
dcadi, non po- 
tentiam cone» 
di habet. Aug. 
in Pſal.gr. 
Si Satanas la- 
Quere!ur C tas 
cerct Deus,ha- 
beres wnde te 
excufares. Mo 
da cures tte 
poſete ſunt inter 
mMmanen!em De- 
nun, & ſugge- 
renticm ata 
14m, quare but 
fleFuntar, hinc 
anertuutur non 
ceſſat Satanas 
uadere malum, 


ſee necceſſat 


Deus admonere | 


bonum. 
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| $1 aliquid per- 
| ſuaderte Satan 
malifeceris, di- 
mitte Satanan, 
ascuſa te ut 
accuſztione tud 
Det veniam me- 
reare. Expettas 
Hum atcuſare 
qui nox babet 
veniane ? lt ac- 
Cuſa,e accips 
mdulgentiam. 
7.Vpon Con» 
ſtc)lations. 
InPſal.31.& 
140. Mather 4- 
tieus tibifabulas 
laqueeri tuork 
vendit,ut u01 
vel gratuitam 
compares morte: 
Em enim mor- 
tem 2 mathema- 
tico precio,qui 
contempſoſti vis 
tam a Chriſto 
gratszs, Mars er- 
go bomicida,non 
tz; Venus a- 
: dultera,non tu: 
| vide neproMar- 
re e+Venere 
tu dammeris. 
N onne artipit, 
'verberat & dat 
'diſciplinam in 
dome ſua? Re- 
| ſpondeat ii x- 
| #r” fi poteſt, Ve 
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nerem cede. 
| 8. Vpon God. 


-Tames.1.33+ 
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| not ro perſwade that which is euill; but neirher doth 


God ceaſe to aduiſe vs that which is good. lt by the 
perſwaſion of Sathan thou haſt doneany euill , ler 
Sathan goe, accuſe thy ſelfe ; thatthou maiſt by this 
acculing of thy ſelfe obtaine Gods pardon. Deſireſt 
thou to acculc him that can haue no pardon ? accuſe 
thy ſelfe, and thou ſhalt torth-with be pardoned. 
Seaxenthly. Others there are that flye vp into the 
heauens, and there flye vpon the Srarres and conſtel- 
lations, Such , Auſten complained of, that, giuing 
eare to the deceirs ofthe 4/?rologians, bought death 
ofthem wirh their mony , 4eazly , meane time con- 
temning life , offered them by Chri/?, freely. The 
vſuall pleaofthcſemen was , intheir Adulteries, to 
accuſe Yenus; in tieir murthers, Mars. Belike then 
( ſaith Aufen,very ſweetcly ſcoffing at them) Venus 
is the adultereſſe , not thou ; Mars the murtherer , not 
thou: But take thou heede leaft thou thy ſelfe be damned 
in Head of Mars and Venus.If the Aſtrologian bimſelfe 


ſhould take his own wife in wanton behaviour with other 


men ,will hee not diſcipline her,and corre her for it ? 
let her then ſee if ſhee can tell hims that Venus is to be 
beaten, and not ſhe? 

Eightly. Others yet, being more audacious, al- 
cend higher, and goebeyond the Starres, euen to 
Goa himſelfe,tocharge him with their ſinnes - Thus 
did Ada , when he laid in defence of his owne ca- 
ting, the womanthou ganeſt me, ſhe gaue merit; cloſely 
raxing God himſelfe - as if hee ſhould haue ſaid, vn- 
lefle thou hadſt giuen meethis companion, I had 


. not eaten. S, «mes ſeemes to aime at theſe, when he 


ſaith ; Let wo man when he is tempted, ſay bets temped 
of | 


_—_ 
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voluntary permiſſion, whereby he withdrawing his 
. grace from thee , leaueth thee to thy felfe;: ws Jr 


 prefle thee vnto linne : Hee doth not infuſe, or in- 


PIE ==> 


Thar ſexf ment bears 


of God, God, that hatetb, forbiddech,threatneth,pu- 
niſheth ſinnezcanhepoſibly ecempr voto liune? yea, 
but thou ſayeſt he decreed my finne; for nothing 
comes to paſſe without his will: The ſecond caulcs 
moue not, vnlcſſe they bee moved by the ff. 71 
&nſwere. The firſt cauſe is not the cauſc of the exrowr 


caule ofthe wotion - As inthe wheeles of a Clocke, 
the principalt wheele, with it's motion, turnes about. 
the lower,yetifthere be any errour in the motion of 
the lower it is no caule at all thercof. Now, linneis 
not properly any zwori0n,but an er70vr inthe motion 
of thy heart. Gods will being the firſt cauſe, is the 
cauſe of thy hearts motion, for in 6irmm we live, mone, 
axd bane aur being ; but if there bee any!{inne, any 
crrour- is the motion; thine owne will is the cauſe 
thereof, For all that God hath to doe about ir, is his 


being baund veto thee, Heedath not vrge thee, or 
Rill into chy mind any wicked motions, as doth S4- 
doth not refirainethy concupiſcence. from carrying: 


thee t0'it: for hee owes thee no ſuch. ſervice : bur: 
bee doth not take poles as Sathan doth, and drive 


| God deſertion, - ER” f: 
; | Theleftranflation which now Twill ſpeakeof js 
; pon our bretbres, whomif,.inghy ſort, wee! can 


that is in the motion of the ſecond , though ir be the | 


1þan: Heconely ſetterh the bayt, or che net, and| 


| thee violently into the net. And yet if Sar haws rernp- | 
| 1414pe5-g0uld not excuſe Adam, how much leſfe then | 


153 


9 Vponour | 
bre n, rheir | 


þ draw-into the ſociety of the lame. ſinne with vs | 
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| Verſe 19, 


| x Importunity 
| of perſwaſion 
> or intreaty, 

is 


| Exode32 22» 


| 


| 


1 Sam.15.15: 


ſclues, we thinke preſently our ſelues ſufficiently dif. | 


charged. Now we lay the fault vpon our brethren 
digers WayCcs. "90 
' TI. Vpon their counſef, perſwaſon, or rmireatre, 


ſpecially if importanate. Thus wee (hall beare ma- | 


ny ſay, ſuch a one hee perſwaded me, hegaue me ill 
counſell,he importuned me, and would neuer giue 
ouer till I had yeelded. This is rife in theeues 


for ſuch an one, I had neuer come to this: I may 
chanke him : Nay, thou maiſt thanke thine owne 


Adw, in the beginning , laid the faule vpon his 
| Wife, and.ſhee vpon the Serpent : whereas indeed 
it was nat ſo much the Serpents words, as her owne 
earer, fo greedily bibbing in the poylon of his 
wards, which ſhee ſhoul! Nerd. Aaron allo 
was cunning in this kinde of ?74»ſ{ation, when being 
challenged by cAoſes for bis finne, in making the 
galden calfe,he pur it off to the people : Fhow knoweſt 
thu people « ſet upon miſchiefe, and they ſaid vnto me, 


bis hands of his ſinne 3 but the Scriprare- ſets ir 


rake it off: Aaron made them naked. Herealſo was 


when yet Sermwucl-againe vrged him ; Wherefore haſt 
thep not gbeyedthe woyce of the LordPhe fill held him 


4 


mouthes,poing to execution : O if it had not beene | 


naughty heart, ſo fira prey for cuill counſell. Thus | 


Make vs Gods : Thus aaron thought he hadridde | 
faſter on him , then that eucr ſuch ſhifts ſhould | 


Pilates deceit in. waſhing his bands , thinking all 
the blame ſtucke in the #ieh Prieſts, andthereſt of | 
the /ewes, that: ſo vrged him with heir clamorous | 

importunitie, Seu/ likewiſe had this excuſe ready | 

- |, athis fingers.cads, The people have ſpared,o&rc. And 
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| of che Lord,becauſe 1 feared tbe people, and obejed their | 


| doing ofecuill by their Parenrs ; Sernants, if by their 
| Maſters ; Subietts,if by their Megiftrates,think them- 


| ſay, Sir, my Maſter commanded me? Or haſtthou 


| ours commandements 2 and haft thou ſo little 
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© Thedeceirfulneſſe of mani beare. 
cloſe to this defence, yea , faith he,7 haze obeged, but 
* the people tooke, &6. till the ſecond reply of Samnel 
wrung from him this hold, and made him fay , 
I hawe ſinned , 1 hauc tranſgreſſed the commandement 


VOyce. | 
| 2. Vpon the commandement or example of our 
Swperioars, Thus Chilaren, if they bee commanded 


{clues ſufficiently excuſed : if there be (inne-in thar 
they haue done, they thinke the commander ſhall 
anſwere to God forit, Thou wittall, would this be 
a good anſwere before an earthly Magiſtrate incaſe 
calc of rreaſon, felony, yea, or a farrclefie matter, ro 


here ſo much wit to ſauc thy ſelfe from the dan- 
gerof mans Law, as nctto venture vpon thy ſuperi- 


wit, as to thinke Gods Lawes arclefle ſeuere then 
mans, that this anſwere, my Father, my Huſband, 
my Maſter, my Magiſtrate commanded mee, may | 
ſerue the turne before Gods Tribunall? dareſt thou 
not ſtealc for all thy Maſters Commandement, for 
feare of the geliowes ? and yet, becauſe of thy Ma- 
ſters commandement, wiltthou dare to prophane 


| thee, willleden'thy ſinnes Nay, rather it will ag- 


| ſimply reie&t Gods commandement: Now thou 


grauate it: For if thou diddeſt ſinne of thy ſelfe , \ 
' | withoutthe command. of nan, then:rhou diddeſt 


I5s 


Verſe 10. 


2, Comman- 
dements, Or 
example. 


' | the Sabbath, without all feare of #e{? chou thinkeſt || * __ 
| thatthe command ofthar authoritic which is oucr | - 
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r.Cor. 10.9, 
| cleared, 
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fenſw, qui ex« 
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tos putant fiin 

maleficia cons 

ſenſerixt, aut 
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frigda & Tein- 


| ample will lictle ftcad vs when God ſhall come to | 
ſcanne our finne. The ApofHe dehorting the Corin- | 
thians from fornication, remembreth them of that | 
fearcfulljudgement that befcll the: 7/rae/;1es for-this 
fiane,three and twenty thouſand of them fellin one } 
day. Naw <Moefes mentions fourc and twenty thou- | 


na fit eornm de- 


'$ £rmtiorum ſe tu- 


| lame finne, ., 


man: And fo bythis meanesthy finne is doubled. | 


the ApoPblehouldrather.infiR in the pecial puniſhes 


would: hereby teach: the Coriurbiams the fillinefle | 
and weakencſſe of this excuſe ; whereby men victo | 
ple: Fortbough this three mdewenty.chonfand of | 
thopedple had chair Princesexamiple, cuen a whole | 


The deceirfubneſſe of mans bears. SS 
reieeſt ir with a farre greater diſzrace and diſparage- 
ment to:Gad; Ror beiides reiecting the onely wife 
God, thou preferreft -before bim- baſe and fooliſh 


For firſt thou ſinneſt in neglcRing Gods word ; and 
ſecondly, in regarding mans before it. The antho- 
rity then of our Supertours commandement, or ex- 


Gand, whereofone. thouſand were the chiefe Princes 
of the people, the other:three and twenty were thofe | 
of the inferiour.ſort, who fell into this linne, pro« | 
uoked by the inſtigation. and example. of their 
Princes- What thinke we ſhould be the reafon thar 


as man A 


ment of the people, then in the common and gene- 
744 puniſhment both of ?7inces and People toge- | 
ther:?, Some of the learned ſay , that the Apoſtle | 


defend thoſe fins whereunto they. were ſwayed by | 
tha force of their Gouernours authoricy and exarn- | 


thouſand of them going before, and drawing them | 
after, yet they were drawne by them, as well into 
the ſame puniſhment, the famedeftruftion, as the | 


3 Vpon 
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T he eceitfulneſſe of mans beart, 

| . 3- Vponthepravecetons of athers, who iniurie, 
grieue,and cxaſperate v$,. ether by ward or deeds. 
| As in chafing and ſwearingitis viuall : VVhy what 
ſhou!d one doe, when he is thus abuſed ? ſuch dea- 
ling as this would anger a very Saint: So faith the 
quarrellaus and contentious man ;; if it. were-not 
for my ill neigbbaurs I ſhould line more quiecly 
and peaceably. True, if it were got for one ill 
' neighbour of thine, that-is, an evil} and naughty 
heart , full of gall and- birtergeſſe. Yhevce (aich, 
James, notably meeting with this deceit, are ffrifes 
end contentions? O, [ayes the deccirfull heart of the 
wrangler, not from mee but from fuch and ſuch 
as proucke me by their injuries. No , ſaith James, 
they are from the /u/{s her fight in yaur members. 
Thou haft a croubleſome heart diſtempered with 
many inordinate paſhons z and that is the cauſe 
of thy rage and fury : For many men. haue recei- 
ved farre greater injuries with farrc-leiſe adoe,. It 


_—_ 


vaſtnefſe tharis in the fea ir felfe,, which the lictle. 
withthe windes. If thy hears werenat fovalt and: 


boyſterous, though: the windes reged faxre mare. 
fiercely then now they doe. Shake cleare water in 
the glaſſe, aod iogge itas muchas you, will), Rill. it 
retaincthitckarenefſeand puriziec bug bet ſuch wa-- 
ter wherein there is mudde arthe botiomg, bee ha . 
re 


rivers wanting , are not-diſquieted in like manner. 


great:a2itis, it would benathing ſa-turbulent nor. | 


the Sea ſhould aſcribe her raging to. the. Vindes, | 
ir might caſily bee convinced, becauſe the ſame | 
,windces blow vpon the Riners,, and yet - they are | 
quict: Thercaſanrhenis notiathe windes, bur the. | 
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The deceitſulneſſe of mans heart, 
red, and preſently it will be foxculent, corrupt, and 
obſcure: [tis the mudde, and mire of thy corrupr 
affeRions , that makes my heart ſo troubleſome, 
when it is ſtirred with injuries. A heart free from 
this mudde, would be ftee from diſtemper, though 


———_— 


what ſence is therein this, that becauſe men pro- 
uoke thee,therefore thou muſt prouoke God? Vhat 
if men anger rhee, haft thou no body to wreake 
thy anger vpon but God? Wouldeſt thou excuſe 
thy Servant, if, being angred and vexed by ſome 
of his fellow-ſeruants, hee ſhould eaſe his ſtomacke 
vpon thy ſclfe ? And further, what reaſon is there 
in this, that becauſe men hurt thee in thy body, 


elfe inthy ſoule and conſcience 3 which thoudoſt, | 
when , vpon occaſion oftheſe iniuries, thou boyleſt+ 
incholler, and ſwelleſt in malice againſt him that | 
wronged thee? VVhat a folly were this, if, being 
hart in the hand, we ſhould goc abour to helpe our | 


wals? Our brother hurtcth vs in our eſtate; This 
brings no lofſe to out ſoule : Bur when our re-- 
vengefull affeRions are vp, they bring hurt ro our. 
 ſoule, even the guilr of (inne, by tranſgreſhng Gods 
| Commandements. Neuerthen harpe ſo much vpon 


| Thou talkeſt ofthat which man takerbfrom theezbur 


never ſo much toſſed and ſhaken. Then againe, | 


ſelues , by daſhing our our braines againſt the | 


; confider withall what God 44th ginenthec, cucn in;|. 
ſome | 


| 


oods, or name, thou muſt therefore wound thy | 


this, he hath wroneed me 1hus and thus; Foole, none | 
wrongs thee but thy ſelfe:He hath rahen away this and} 
tbat;Foole,rheu takeftthe beſt things from thy lelfe. | 


1em- 


this bis raking away: Man hath taken away: 
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| T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart; 


| temporal commoditie;, God giueth thee an occaſion 
of increaſing thy ſpirituel commodities, ifſhewing of 
eruepatience, hamilicic, meekenefle, and ſuch kke 
graces. This which God now giseth, is farre abouc 
chat which mantakerbtrom thee: And yer, wiſe man 
that thou art, becauſe man takes from thee the /e/ſe, 

therefore thou- thinkeft thou maiſt rake from thy 

 ſelfe the greater, Ic is groffe deceit then tocxcuſe our 

ſins, manifeſt wrongs to God and our owne ſoules, 
| by the wrongs that others doe vs. That blaſphemer 

in the Law had this excuſe,thatic was in beate, being 
prouoked by the contention of that other party; 
Yet for all that-God would haue him ſtoned to 

death : So Asſes tranſgrefiing atthe warers of Mer;- 

| b4b, was occalioncd by the vatowardnefle and re- 

 bellion of the 1/7aelites : yet this covld nor excuſe 

him before God, bur for all that he muſt be debar- 

red from emring into Canaan. 

4. Vpon the diſcouragements and hindrances we 
receive from others, as it were rubbes to vsin the 
way of godlineſle : O ſay ſome , concerning the 
performance of good duitesz if we might be coun- 


ſt forward and heartened:, by thofe with whom, 
and of whom weliue, oh then how. zealous would 
we be? bur becauſe we have ſo many pinches and 
proces this way, wee thinke our coldnefſcand 


the Miniſter,and the manner of his teaching: And 
if they bad. ſuch a Miniſter, oh how ſhould they 
thrivethenÞ Bur as hein Sevecs haviog —_ 

PRE is 


4 


| Leu.34.10,14. | 


tengnced by Authoritie , holpen by our Miniſters, | 


backwardnefſein religion , not fo liable to cenſure. | 
Thus many peopleimpute their not profiting , to | 


' Detranquits 


Pſal..10.32.33. 


4. Diſcourage- | 
ments. . 


421M. 


a. add 
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; Pſal.63. 2 this 


Mart.11-13, 


. | Miniſters; they ſhould then performe che -worke of | 
|] courggements can much hinder ys- Therforc, if a 


| liwe vaderone' of yeroboams Pricfts., or with bani- 


| rhe king dome of beanea by force, would yer bee cold | 


 \fo indeed vpon God himſelfe: For that wee haus| 


Le ras a mm 


La, 
his foot complaincdof the royghnelle of the way , 
| that that was the cauſe of his limping; fo theſe, ha- 
| ving thortesigtheir owne bearts , which make the 
word vafruitfu},-complaine of the thornes in their 
Miniſters tongues, and make this to be the caule of 
{ their ſo flow proccedings. Contrary, many; Mi- 
| nifters; rhey blame their people, and tbinke that if 
| their hearers would gine them ſuch incourages | 
| ments , in regard of countenance, maintenance, | 
| deſire to learne, &c. as ſomc other people doe their ! 


| the Lord more carefully, and comfortdbly-;, then 
aow they doe. But the truth is, the cauſe princi- 
pally is our owne corruption , which bciog not | 
reformed, no enconragements:to Godlinalle will | 
much farther vs, but beinganceredreſſed , no dil- 


800d, and thoughly mortified Chriſtian ſhould: 


(hed Dazidin adry deſert, where there were no wa- 
cer, yethe wonld thriveinthepower of godlincfle; 
on the other fide, an vnſound Chriſtian, though he 
lined vnder Chrifs own miniftery, asdid 1vdas;. yet | 
 heewouldcometo nothing. :So agood Prophet, as;| 
Aofes,teremiic,and others,though yoked with never |: 
ſdcrooked a peopje, would yet thenee cake gccah- | 
onof.pronoking their owne zeale.. An: evill one, q 
' though hee linediamiong the vra/evt ones, that fake | 


and carelefle. Leevs not then decciue our ſelues, to] 
lay our: owne fault vpon- the want of meancs, and |, 


» 


not | 
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T he deceiifulneſſe of mans beart, 


nor thoſe meanes wee ſo much ſeemeto deſire, and 

inthe hauing whereof wee promiſe our ſelucs ſuch 

great matters of our ſelues : whence is it but from 

God, that hath denyed thoſe meanesvnto vs2 O if 
weliued vnder ſuch a mans miniſtery, ifweenioyed 
the daily company of ſuchand ſuch Chriſtians, how 
| ſhould weeproſper then? Why ? but God hath nor 
ſo diſpoſed that we ſhould ; If there were ſuch ne- 
ceſlitie of,and efficacy in thoſe meanesas wethinke, 
hee would not with-hold them: Thinke we not that 
GOD is in ſtead of all meanes to his , abundantly 
ſupplying them with the preſence ofhis ſpirit z who 
as he was a /ittle ſanttnary to his people, when they 
were diſperſed among the Heathen, ſo likewiſe ſtill 


to vs nowa little Miniftery, a little Colledge of | 


Chriſtians, when his prouidence hath depriucd vs 
of theſe meanes ? But loe, an evident conuition of 
our dcceitfulnefle of heart: For when wee haue 
thoſe very ſelſe-ſame helpes, by the want 
whereof wee excuſed our ſelnes, yet our 
former dulnefle and deadneſſe ill 

ſticketh by vs, weare the ſame 
men that before. *And of 
the deceitfull excuſe 
of tranſlation 
{ſo much. 
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T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart, 


s. Cuſtome, 


r.-P:t.4.1.3» 


Gentiles, walking inwantenneſſe,&c. Loe, how heag- 


Cauare, XITIL. 
Of two other deceitfull excuſes of ſinne , and the wſe 
of the whole, 


2227 He fift deceitfull excuſe is that ofCyſiome: O 

Nias lay ſome, when they arerebuked for their 
ESSE wearing, idle and vaine formes of ſpeech, 
and ſuch like {ins : Truly we meant no hurt ,it is only a 
caſtome we bane got,and cannot now caſily leaue. What 
wretched madneſle is this, that becauſe wee are 
come to the very height of ſinne ( for whatclſe is 
cuſtome in (inne) we ſhould therefore thinke our 
{clues priuiledged to finne ; that cuſtome in (inne, | 
then which nothing increaſeth finne more, (hould 
be vied 2s an cxtenuation thereof ? The 4poſtle Pe- 
ter , when he would difſwade vs from the miſ-ſpen- 
ding ofour time in fin & vanity, thought hee could 
vie no better argument then this; that heretofore it 
hath beene our cuſtome of a long time fo to doe: 
Hence forward (faith he) line (as much time as remat- 
weth in the fleſh) net after the luſts of men, but after the 
willof God. Why? for, it # ſafficient for vs that wee 
haxe ſpent ahe time paſt of our life, after the laſts of the 


gravates their former ſinnes, and fo perſwades 
them todeſiſt, becauſe they had ſolong accuſtomed 
themſclues thereto. Doſt thou then make a bat of 
thy Cuſtome? 0h ſr,it # but acuſiome, Why, what 
canſt thou ſay more againſt thy ſelfe? If thou badſt 
ſwornebutoncein all thy life, it had beene a ſinne | 
heauy 


———_— 


T heaeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


I7S 


heauy enough to cruſh thee down into hell:but now 
when thou telleſt me icis thy daily cuſtome,that thy 
tongue is traded in this wickedneſſe, how now ? haſt 
not thou mended the matter fairely? for ſhame then 
away with this ſo witleſſe, graceleſſe, and ſhame- 
lefle an excuſe. VVould a theete, ora murtherer, be- 
ing arraignedat the barre, be ſo {imple as to alledge 
in their defence, that it hath beene their vſe and cu- 

ſtome of a long time to play fuch reakes? would not 
the. Iudge ſo much the ſooner ſent them to the gal- 

lowes?If the plea of cuſtome.be ſo weake for thede- 

fence of theſelinnes before man, why then, as Chry- 
ſoſftome reaſons , ſhould it not be as inſufficient for 

the maintenance of ſwearing , before Gods Tribu- 

nall?T hovgh it had beene the Antiochians cuſtome 

to walh them in barhes, yet the King forbidding 

them,they all left, for feare of his difpleaſure. Wher- 

vpon.Chryſoſlomeconuinced them ofdeceitfulnes in 
the vie of this excuſe, in pleading the4yranny ofcu- 
ſtome: Loe, ſaith hee, you may ſee that where feare is, 
there onr wonted cuft ome ts left preſently : feare eaſily 
ogermaſters cuſtome, thexghit be nener IG ancient and 
neceſſary. It is not then our cuſtome, but our want of 
Gods feare, which is the cauſe of our ſwearing. The 


fame Father in another place, maketh mention .of | 


one, who had gotanz/-7auoxr d faſhion of mouinghis 
right ſhoulder when hewent, which yet hee.corre- 
Qed by laying a fwordover it, in ſuch manner,that 
it{hould beindanger ofcutting,if ſoicmoued. And 
{o by feare of inciſton, he taught his. ſhoulder bet- 
ter mannersand motions:. Doe thou who preten- 
deſt the cuſtomeofthy ronguein ſwearing, the ſame 
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The aeceitfu lne [je of mans heart. 


rothy tongue that he to his ſhoalder, and inſtead of 
ais ſword , vſe the ſword of Gods word, and Gods | 
inJements threatned againſt this ſinne , and thou 

{halt calily ger ridde of this thy euill cuſtome : for 

let men ſay what they will, itis nothing but their 

owne bad hcarts, voyde of all feare of God andhis 

indgements ; together with their {loath aud negli- 

gence in not ſtriuingagainit eheir euill cuſtomes,that 

makes them ſuch ſlaues vnto them. 

The laſt refuge is to helpe out the matter with 
ſome diftindions and pretences of falſe ends, or any 
ſuch like quirkes. This is the tale-bearers iuſtiticati- 
on of him ſelte; I doe it not to diſcredit him, bur one- 
ly in loue & good will: So the wearer of long haire, 
{ doc it not tor pride, but onely to hide the deformi- 
tie of my carcs,or to keepe my head warme : Sothe 
good companions, as they call chem, that conuerſe 
familiarly with nororious wicked perſons; we doe 
ir onely for honeſt refreſhment, and to winthem by 
kindnes, as Chrif conucrſed with the Pablicanes,and 
{inners.So thoſe Corixthians that were preſent at the 
Idols feaſts; Wee doe it notin honour of the Idoll, }- 
but only to gratifie,our friends ina thing indifferent, 
the cating of meates. T hus the papiſts tor their ado- 
ration of the creatures, ſay , they Performe only ſer- 
vice, but not worſhip,which is due to God only: The- 
man of vindi&iue ſpirit can diſtinguiſh betwixt for- 
Zining and forgetting, and tell you hee hath forgiuen' 
his enemie,though he hath not forgotten rhe wrong 
hee hath done him. Bradfordin one of his Epiſtles 
makes mention of one that excuſed ſubſcription to 
the Popiſh Articles, being qualificd with this limita. 
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' with thoſe of whom they arc ro bce had, that wee 
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on, fo farre forth as they were n >tagainit che word 
of God, being indeed ali quite contraric thereto. 
And in thismanner he moued Bedford and others 
to ſubſcribe. Bur a notable example for this deceit | 
was that of the Iſraclites in their oath againſt the 
gluing of their daughters 1n marriage to the Benia» 
mites: For when the wamen of 14beſh Gilead did nor 
ſuffice the Beniamites, and rheir oath hindred them 
from giuing any of their owne daughters, they bad 
them take by force of their own virgins, that ſhould 
come forth to danec in Sh:/oh, VVhy ? but was nor 
this againſttheir oath? yes, but marke whata fine 
quirkethey found out to elude their oath, and ſo to 
qualifie the matter; namely , that they did not give 
them their daughters , . but the Beniamites tooke 
them away. Not much vnlike are thoſe ſhifts to cou- 
ſen the good lawes and oaths againſt buying of pla- 


(hall not haueſuch or ſuch a place. Snch alſo was 
the deceit of thoſe who hauing made truce with 
their aduerſaries for certaine dayes , did yet during 
cherruce make incurſion vpon them inthe night, & 
then defended it, becauſe their truce was onely for 
dayes not nights. Tothis head alſo we may referre 
thatexcuſe of our Trauailers, who excuſc their kiſ- 
ſingof the Popes toe, becauſe they doe chat honour 
rohim onely as a temporall Prince,and not as Pope. 
Buttheſemenare not ſo happy in their inucntions 
to ſauetheir conſciences, as was once one to ſaue 
his honour ; who grudging ghe Perfian King that 


| honourof falling downe before him, and yet not 


knowing 
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knowing how to auoid it, purpoſcly lerfall hisring 
when he came intothe Kings preſence,and ſo.cxcu- 


ſed the matter to himlelte, as though he fell downe 


only to take vp his ring, & not to worſhip the King. 


' Anddiuers ſuch like cranckes as theſe might be in- 


ftanced in: The which indced are but curcaines we 


- | draw before our own eycs;ta hide our ſinne;they arc 


indeed as the Spiders web, cunningly woucn, and 
ſome light of wit may there appearein them , but 


{ withall they areas ſlight as the Spiders web; they 


will not endurethe breath and blaſt of the mouth of 
God. Doe not then wilfully deccine thy ſelfc; Bur 


thinke with thy ſelfe , will theſe diſtintions, pre- 


tences,& qualifications ſatisfie my conſcience here- 
afterin the day of tryall? And thus much for the 
hearts exculing of ourenill ations, as alſo forthe 
indgement of our hearts, concerning our ations. 
The vſe of all is this: | 
\ 1. Toteach vsnot tobe oucr-forward in conſu!.. 


ting with fleſh and bloud, when any thing is to bee | 


done. Who world viea crookedrule in drawing of 
lines? Who would goto ſuch a Lawyer, whoſe coun- 
fell hee knew to bee meere deceit and couſonage? If 
then our hearts vnasked, doe offer vs their counſel}, 


let vs ſuſpe&it: Jet vs bee as tealovs ouer our hearts |. 


as we would be ouer a knowne craftie deceiuer. 
2, Not to reſt ſecure in the indgement of our 


| owne hearts: Many blefſe themſclues in their cuill 
| courſes, becauſe their ſeared and ſenſclefle conſci- |. 


ences, their deceiued and decciuing hearts doc not 


checke thera : Therreacherousſclling of 79ſeph was 


ſwalloweddowne by his brethren,and did nottrou- 
ble 
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The deceitfulnefſe of mans heart. 


ble them for nigh twenty yeares afterward. The rea- 


ſon was, the miſts of corrupt affeRions dazeled the 
eyes of their minde, and ſo they could not behold 
their ſinnein theright forme : but when afflition 
had remoued theſe miſts of deceit from their cycs, 
then they beheld itin the right ſhape, moſt vgly , 
and monſtrous, and were confounded with the hor. 
rour thereof, Had they any reaſon to approuctheir 
facall that while, and toapplaud themlclues in it, 
becauſe of this deceitfull peace of a deceitiull heart? 
O ſayes one, Ithanke God [ find quiet and peace in 
mine owne heart, whatſocuer ſuch and ſuch iudge 
of me for my courſes: But what talkſt thou of peace? 
or what haſt thou to doe with peace ( as 7ebs ſaid to 
Ichoram ) who haſt no other ground to build ir vpon 
chen the deceittull iudgementof thine owne blinde 
and bewitched heart? Thou lookeſt in troubled wa- 
ter, and (eeſt no deformitic in thy face: Bur ſtay till 
the water be ſctledand cleered, and then thou ſhalr 
ſee whata filthy miſhapen viſage thou haſt. Tellme 
ten yeares hence, or inthe day of thy triall ; when 
thy heart (hall be freed from theſe deceits,and Chri/t 
with the clay and ſpittle of ſome ſharpe affliion 
{hall banc ſharpned thy dull cye-fight, tell me then 
what peace thou haſt. 

3. Since our hearts, as we haue ſhewed,are ſo de- 


ceirfull in excuſing and defending of our finnes, it 


muſt teach vs to labour forthe ſpirit of Ingenuity, for 
that open and plaine heart of 706 in confefling of 


ourſinncs, that with him wee may be able to ſay, 7f | 
we haue hid onr ſinnes,as did Adam,&c.Though our | 
hearts deceiued vs at firſt , to makevs ſinne, yetlet 
2 vs 
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1 Merebersllu- 


minart 

Et quomedo e- 
uades E dupligi- 
bus tenebres que 
in fimplicibus 
laborabas ? 

In Pſal.50, 
Commillſum eſt, 
non dcfendat;, 
in confeſſionem 
veniat #3 de- 
fentionem. 4d- 
bibes te defenſ»- 
rem peceats tui? 
vVincergs. 

Lui es enimvt 
te deſendas?;do- 
mers eſte ad ac- 


| cuſandumte, 


noli dicere, aut 
mbh1l feci, aut 
quid magnum 
fect, aut face- 
rant & aly ? 
Si factendo pcc- 
catum mb1l te 


4 dicx deliquiſſe, 


vs not ſufferthem to deceive vs further,tomakevs to 
defend our ſinne: This'is to adde deceit to deceit..| 
This is 4o#6.e decitfulneſſe , when ſingle was too 
much.Excellently 4«/ten : 1f 1hon haſt ſinned then art 
in darkneſſe, but by confeſſing thy darkneſfe thou ſhalt 
obtaine the illumination of thy darkneſſe : bnt by defen= 
ding thy dirkneſſe thou ſhalt be darkned in thy darknes: 
And bow wilt thou eſcape ont of deubledirkneſſe, who 
bad fo muckto doe with ſingle? Andagaine , ** Thou 
« haſt committed a-linne; let bee confeſled, not de- 
5 fended. If thou wiletake vpon thee the defence of 
« thy ſinne, thou wilt eaſily be overcome , &c. For 
© who artthou to defend iby ſelfe? Be thou readie 
« to accule thy ſelfe: ſay not, either I hane done 
« nothing, orno ſuch great matter,or no more then 
&« others. If hauing ſinned,thou ſaiſt thou haſt done 
« nothing, thou ſhalt be nothing, thou ſhalt receive 
« nothing, God is readic' to giue thee pardon: thou 
<« ſtoppeſt it againſt thy ſeife: He I ſay, is readie to 
« ojucit z doc notthou lay the blocke of thine owne 
« defence and iuſtification againſt it: but open the 


© boſome of thy confefhon and ſelfe-condemnati- 
| ©« on for it. 


nibil eris, nibil acci;ies. Paratus eſt Deus dare indulgentiam,, 6!ardy contrate. File paxatus 


| eſt dare, nol; opponercobicem defenſzonis ſeda; eri rum confeſſions 
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Cnar. XV. 
Fine deceits of the heart in perſwading to ſinne. 


> Icherto of the frft deceit, which isin jade- 


Þ And that is cither to the doing of that 
whichis eni4, ortothe 0-771ting of that 
which is good. 

In the firſt kinde there are diners decerts, 

The fir/t is to colourgrofle fins with milde termes, 
and foto preſent it vnto vs,not in irown proper co- 
lours, but painted & guilded over with ſome ſhewes 
of vertue, that it might the more calily winde. and 
inſinuatcitſelfeinto our affeRions. This is like their 
deceit thatdyecoarle cloath in fine colours. Thus 
hautineſſe comes masked in the habit of megnanimi- 
tie; cario(irie would bee taken for the deſire of know- 
ledge, ignorance (hrouds it felfe vnder the name of 
inwocencie; and riotouſmes (hadowes it ſelfe vnder the 
title of /iberalitie, ſaith Auſten. So likewiſe peſtilent 
hereſie hides it ſelfe vnder the name of profound 


{ knowledee, and deepe learning, Rewel.2.24. Pride 


goes vnder the name of cleanlineſſe and neatnefle: 
Machiaueliſmeand worldlinefle, Pro.23.4.of wiſdome 
and policie: impeencie of preſence of ſpirit,and /aw- 
fall andacitie : raſhneſſe, of fortitude : timeroaſneſſe, of 
ceuttlonſneſſe:baſe niggaralineſſe, of infl parſimonic : 


neſſe of ge04 
husbandryz And hence is that deceitfulneſſe of riches, 


inthe parable of the ſower, How are riches deceit- || 


N 3 full? 


? ing - the ſecond followethin perſwading. 


2. In perſwa- 
ding. 


1 To doc cuill, 
Where 2 
I.Deccit pain- 
ting of finne 
with vertues 
colours. 


Swperbia celſ;- 
tudinem imila 
Eur, CuTIOft as 


affettare vt tu- | 


dium ſcientia 
ignorantia quog, 
innocentie no- 
mine tegitkre 


Effufio liberali- + 


tatis umbram 
oSteadit.Confe 
1.2.6.6 vitia ng 
bis [ab virtu- 
tum amine ob< 


' repunt. Timeri- 


ts ſub titulo 


' fortuding latet, 


pro cauts time 
; dues acc ithr. 
, Sen Epiſteq$» 
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| fol ?. The deceit isin the couctous richmans heart, 
| that coners his vnſatiable coueting aud deſirelof ga- 
| thering riches , with the gezile and boneft name of 
| thrift and trugalitic. Thus, wrong and iniuſtice de- 
ceiues'ofren, vnder the colour,and in the appearance 
of mercy and compaſhon; as when wee relienerhe 
| needy with other folkes goods,or(to vic Auſtens ex. 
{ ample) when we fauour a poore man, having an ill 
cauſe, againſt a rich man having a good : Inlike - 
manner, gid:ineſſe carries a bluſh of Jeale; and chol- 

ler and fury, of valowr and manhood : VWhenee that | 
| ſpeech touching the ftery ſx pirieman, He hath met- 
ileinbim : And itis merile indeed , butdigged our 
of the mine-pits of hell, bsſe and reprobate mettle, 
which ncuer reccined the Image and Impreſſe of 
Gods Spirit. And yet as they that haucill eyes, will 
miſtake 0ne manfor another, ſpecially , when they 
ſomewhac reſemble one another, though otherwiſe 
| the diff-rence betweene them bee palpable ; and 
ſo ſafute a iranger for a friend : ſo our par: blinde 
hearts., deceiued with that ſhadow of reſemblance, 
which Vice ſometimes carricth of Vertue, doe 
oftentimes imbrace and xeceiue groflc vices, in 

ſtead of glorious vertues. For as the Prince of 
darkenefle, rhe Deuill, doth ſometimes transforme 

himfelfe in'0 an Angell of tight , and become a 

white Deuill ;, for , 1. Timoihieg. 1.3. abſtinence 

- from meats, 2nd marriage, ſauouring (one waunld 

thinke) of great mortification , are yet ds97r:wes of 
Dexils : foallo can the works of darknestransfigure 

 themſclues into the worke: of light. Not onely thoſe 
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whatneerer,, but cucnthoſe, (O ſtrange ivgling ! ) 


—— 
mt. 4 


ſome ſuch »7jid4/ecolourto be taken for white, is no 
ſuch great deceir of the eyes; but that 5/xcke ſhould 
beetaken for white; this is a ſtrange deceit indecd 
And yer thisis the deceit of our hearts, to ſhape our 
diners vices:vnto vs, like thoſe vertues to which 
they are moſtextremely contrary, For example,not 
onely baſe deie/7;on of mind goes vnder the account 
of true humiliry, but euen predeit ſelfe :as in thoſe 


ſelues ; as in Dropemes treading vpon Pl/eroeschaire, 
| & ſaying, Plato,! trample wponthy pride; who there- 
fore worthily had that anſwere returned him, Thos 
trampleſt on pride with greater pride. Thus was it 
in thoſe Heretiques in Pas/stime, ſo hamble, thar 
they would nor preſume to come to God immedi- 
ately, they would not dare to worſhip him,but the. 
Angels ; And yet of theſe men, in whom humility 
' made ſogreatanoyſe, the Apoſtle is not afraid to 
| ſay,that they are puft vp in their fleſhlymind;lo,aproud 
bamility: And ſuch is that of the Papifts,in whipping 
| themfelues; for in theſerhings they ſwerue from the 
wiſdomeof the Word, and follow their owne in- 
{ uentions. And what greater pride,then for a man to 

thinke himſelfe wiſcr then God? to leaue the dize- 
| cion of his Word, and tocxalrhis owne fancie a- 
boue it? ThusD avid deſcribeth the proud man;T hos 
haſt deftrcy:dthe curſedproad: Burt who arethoſc? 


from which they are fartheſt diſtant: For yelow, or | 


chat ſeeke prayſe by diſabling and diſpray fingthem- | 


| The next words tell vs , that doe erre from vhy Com- 
mendements. Andafterwardin the ſame Pſalme,verſ. | 
85. The prond haze digged pits for mee : Bur who be 
8 N ph thoſe 


Col.1.18. 


Pſal.i19,10. 
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Moderatio 87 - 
Txauiad. © en: 
Epiſt-45- 
Eccleſiaſt.qe5. | 


L 


| 


| 


T7 OE DO Om 


thoſe proud ones ? Which conforme not themſclaes 1 1 


tif therein we prefer our owne wilsto Gods; itis but 


ily:rhe. gcceiriulacſe:iof his owneheart: For indeed 


iſer then Chriſt, Alike deccirfull was the Bepriſts hu- 
;milicic incefuling.cowalh Chriſt,.chat was Peters in 
"refuſing to bee waſhed by bim#. Had wee not need 


 buſhof 3 lweer and loucly tigle,therewith-inveigling 


wvertag ?- What moxe.cfieftuall argument can they | 
{ianc, then to ſer this falfe glofſe vpon it? When che 
name offilthineſſe, which it deſerued, for that would 
hiwedriven him away, but {hee hangs aut the /uy 
che youth + Come, ter.ws take par fil of loutgand delight, 


our ſelues in daligngt + Bealtly whoredame is but. 
lone and daliazce. So the iaggard qualifies and mol- 


hearts, bawds tor ths filchy Strumper Sin,teach her 


thy law, Lexthere be neuer ſych ſhewes of buwilitie, | 
'Pride. varniſhed wich ſome colours of Humilicic, | 
| Peter, no doubr, thought bimſclfe bumble,when he | 
{would-nor le: Chriſtwalh bis feer;But this was one- |] 


'hee was proud in ſadoing z becauſe, in refuſing to | 
.obcyChriſltscommandement,he mide himſclfc wi- |. 


.now to haue our eyes in our heads, leſt otherwile | ' 
Our cu ning hearts obirude vice vpon vs, in ſtead of | 


wictoallureogur affeRians to the Joue and; liking of | 


Strumpet wauldenticeche younker to eommit.fol- | 
ly with her, ſhce doth not giyc ber (1ane the right | 


— 7." - - 


lifes his ſhamefall ſlaath wich the ſweete name of 

peace, and la luls himſelic aſleepe in bis fiyne- Better |! 
ts abyatud with quittn:f1, (lo hercarmes his ſtoth) | 
thea two bav {fpl; mith [tbgar end Vvexarion Thus our |: 


this kricke of decairieſnfly 3,40 correct bernarucall | 
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defarmitiewich chef. axificiall paintings , thar fo, 


we | 


T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 
wee might bee caught the ſooner. But asthe heat of 
the Sunne;or of the fire, will eaſily diſcouer the pain- 
ting of the harlot, by melting'it away: ſo will the 
heat of Gods Word, if wee bring this painted and 
trapped Strumpetthereto, plainly ſhew, that her 
beauty cameourt ofthe box of adeceitfull heart, And 
' then when thefe daubings are waſhed off from this 
 lezabel, that wee may ſce her in her owne hue, wee 
did nct ſo much loue her before, but as Ammon did 
Thamar , wee ſhall twice as much loath ber after- 
ward, © | | | | 
- 2. Decert, with which our hearts vic to inſnare vs, as | 
is ro make a (hew being very reaſonable,and ſhame- —_— TY 
faced, incrauing buta little at our hands ; bearing 
vsinhand ,'thatif this little begranted , they will 
rel contented therewith, and will demand no more. 
Wherein truth there is a double couſenage. | 
'. 1. That therc are ſome linnes which are but /zrrle | Tharthere are | 
ones, This was part of the Phariſces /ea#ey, calling INTER 
fome Commandements of God but little Comman- | Matb.5.29, 
dements,not much to be regarded. So now many ac- 
count faith and tr01h to be but pertreoathes: Forni. | 
cation is judged bur a tricke of youth; Though yer S. } - 
Paul ('to vie the words of that moſt reuverend man; | Mr. Xzewftub 
of Gad) in ſtcad of that cloake of natural}infirmitie | —_ _ : 
and heat of youth, wherewith wee vfe to coverthis TENN 
ſinne,pur{vpon ita b/oodjcloake,bathedin the bloud | 
of three'and ewentic thouſand , all {mirten in one | | 
day for this fo lighta tricke. And S. Pawlclſe-where | Ephcl-5-6 | 
having dehorted from fornication and ſome other 


READ 


| ſinnes, which our deceit full hearts vierocxtenuate, 
addeth this watch-word ; Zee not deceived + Theſe | 
| things 
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mm 
he 


OVES 


— LEES; 


Aug. de dofiri- 
| n4 Chrift.lib.4. 
| Dnodminimaes 


et, mir.$mum 
eft, ſed in mini- 
”:8 fidelem eſſe 
magnumeſt. 
Nam ficut ratio 
rotunditats ea- 
dem eft ir: num- 
muls exizuo, 


| 4ue & 32 mage 


no diſco, itavbi 
paruaiufifge 
ruURtur non mis 
nutnr iuftitie 
maenitudo;,inde 


| Apoſts/us acri- 


ter adeoincre- 
patin re parua. 
1.Cor.s, prop- 
ter iuſtitiam, 
charitatem,que 
in rebus quam- 
libet paruslis 
magna ſunt. 


| ſport, or icſt: for, for theſerbivgs comes the wrath of | 


1 dience or diſobedience. T here is the ſame reaſon of | 


{ matter: Foritis Gods Commandement thatties to 


 thatisdeſpiſed, as well-inthe breach. of the lefler,as 


 greata God, and bring vponvs ſo great a danger : 
' Moreby far, in ſome repes, then doethoſe ID 


< - 
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Thedeceitfulneſſe q 
things aremore thentrickes, 'morethenmatcers of | 


of mans heart. 


Gedwpen the children of diſobedience.\Nhatnow?tare | 
thaſe/riz/e finnes,which bring on vs the great wrath 
of ſo infipicea Maicſtie? Andis itnow butatrickero 
goce.to Hell? whether thewetight even of theſe little 
ſinnes, as it were ſmall ſands, will ſfinke the ſhip of 
our ſoules,as well as our greater and grofler finnes, | 
as it were the heauier burthens of the Ship. Small | 
leakes in Ships, and {mall breaches in walls, being 
neglcacd, lceſe both Ships and Cities. And ſuch 
Tradeſmen, as in their accounts regard not ſmall 
ſummes, will quickly proue Banke-rupts. Diſobe- | 
diencethough in neuer ſo-ſmal{matrcrs,asin eating. 
of an Apple , gathering afewſtickes-on the Sab- 
bath, looking into, and touching of the Arke, is 
yetin Gods account, no ſmall matters: For how ſe- 
uerely hath hee puniſhed all theſe, then which yer 
what can wee imagine lighter? But it is not the| 
ſmalnefleof the thing , that leflens either our obc- 


roundnefle ina ſmall ball, whichis in agreatcr one: 
and ſo of obedience, or diſobedience, in ſmaller or 
greatermatters. A lirtle thing is lietle ; but faithful- 
neſſe, and fo alſo vnfaithfalnefle ina little, is a great 


obcdience in lefler things, as well as in greater; and 


of the greater. Let vs not thenthinke that any finne 
is littlc;fince the very leaſt are commitced againſt ſo 


we 
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T he deceirfulneſſe of mans hears. 


wecount the greater. Forin the greater wee ſooner | 


come to the ſight of chem, and ſo to repentance far 
them: whereas in the lefler,we not diſcerning them, 
through this deceirfulneſle of heart, to bee finnes at 


all, goc on in them, without repentancg; and ſo | 


through irrepentance in the leſſer, lie open to that 
danger, which by repentance, wee happily eſcaped 
in the grearer. | 

2. Beſides this, there js alſo another deceit, that 


{ if we will yeild to this little, wee (hall no further bee 


importuned for any more, For howſocuer the be- 
ginnings of fin arc very modeſtand maiden-like, and 
the luggard cranes bat 4 /ittle ſlrepe,but 4 little ſlums 
ber,as Auſten itt his firſt conuerlion : yet linisof an 
inereaching nature, like the rivers, (mall at the firſt 
riſing , iz ſpreads and inlarges it ſelfein going ; as 
a gangreene, it creepes on by degrees, from one part 
to another, till in the end. it haue conſumed rhe 
whole. So that grant it but a /:r:le, and this {ire 
will quickly come toa great deale: Giue it but an 
inch,and-it will eake are/, Letthe Serpent but wind 
in-his head, and he willdraw his whote bodic after. 
When the Leuites Father in Law had drawne him 
to-ſtay till none, he drew him on further to ſtay all 
night,yea,and till rowards.the eucn of the next day, 
Indges 19. If he had named. the whole time at firſt, 
and prayed him to have ſtayed ewodayes longer,he 
had never obrainedit: But at firſt, crauing onely 


halfe a day, he comes atlength to get two dayes. If 


our hearts ſhould demand all that they will bring vs 
ro-in the end » they would neuer bee heard : bur 
through their deceitful modeſty of askiog but alit- 
nl 
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From theſe 
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bring vs to 

greater. 


Conſeſ.l $..5. 


Nonerat quod 
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2.King 16.12, 
I3,14. 


| tle, by degrees they quickly entice vs en to morc- 


{| corhe mattecof} fezeb,or of anners:Forthe matter 
' of: fezh,or doArine, witnefle the Popifh ſuperſtirion, 


| groſſear he firſt, as now they are; butafcerthat the | 


| inthe ground in the Primitive Church, the degene- | 


| perſecution;and theMonaſteries of theanctent were 


{ how Idolatrie fecrctly, and by ſtealth, creepes in, 


OO Thelletoitſulueſſe of mans heart, 


by 
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How truethis is, wil cafily appeare,ifcither we look 


in moſt af her horrible herefies, which were not fo 
feeds and foundations of them were ſecretly layde | 


rating apes that ſucceded , added , one this picce, | 
another char, til] arthe length, in proceſle of cime, | 
they came to that monſtrous deformirie,which now | 
wee fre. The primacie of the Rove Bilhop ar firſt, | 
was onely in regard of order and honour , nor of the | 
power and iuriſdiition, which afrerward he obrained. 
Monafticall life atfirſt was only.for ſafetic in time of | - 


not much differing from our Colledges. The vie of 
Images in Churches was firſt onely hiftoricall:after- 
ward,thas much being granted,theidolatrous heart 
of man neucr gaue ouer , till the re/zgions vie obtai- | 
ned. Such isthe danger of ycelding but tothe very 
leaſt occaſions and beginnings of crrour and idola- 
try. Miletizes his image came out of his priuate parlor 
inctothe common hall,then into the ſtreet, next into 
the Church-yard, then to the porch of the Church, 
after that to be on the wall, laſt of all it gat vpon the 
Altar itfelfe. After 44ez had made his wicked alter, | 
and offered vpon it, he brought it into the Temple, 
firſt ſctringir by the brazen alcer,but then hebroght 
it further intothe houſe , and advanced itto higher 
place, and ſetiton the northb/ide of Gods Altar. Loe, | 


and ! 


Mii. 


The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 
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foranother, then for the other parts, tillatlength 
the truth it ſelfe bee wholy iuſtled our. Iferrour get 
but once into the Belfrey, it;will neuer leaue till it bee 
in the Chancell:if it may be luffred ro bein the porch, 
it will not bee long but-you ſhall ſeeit poſſefled of 
the Charch it ſelfe, and ictting it inthe Pu/pir. Whar 
ſhall weſay then to thoſe reconcilers of vs and the 
Romanifls , that would haue vs yeeld in ſomethings 
vnto them ? Aſluredly,if once the fluces be opened 
the water muſt needs runne amayne? If the gate 
be ſet open, the beſieging enemie will enter. VWhar 
ſhall we ſay likewiſe to thoſe that thinke ic no ſuch 
great matter to yeeld vnto ſhewes and appearances 
of Idolatric? as for Trauellers into Idelatrous pla- 
ces to hew ſome kinde of reuerencetothe Holt, to 
kiſſe the Popes toe ; if yet theſe be ſhewes onely of 
Idolatry , certainly theſe are but ſhooing-hornes,to 
draw on further matters. Therefore the leaſt ſinnes 
incuery Commandement arc reproached with the 
name of the greateſt; ae, the vachaſte glance of the 
eye withadultery, and Paz cals the Corinthians (ite 
ting downe at the [dolatrous Feaſt, though without 
all intent of honouring the Idoll , by the odious 
name of 74o/atry: becauſe theſe lefler and pertie mat- 
ters (as wee count them) make way, and pauea cau- 
ſey for the greater. Hence it was that /ob freed him- 
(clfe, not onely from the groſſer Idolatry , buteuen 
from theleaſt ſhew of ir, in outward faſhions; not 
onely from worſhipping the Sunne and Moone, 
but euen-from his hands kiffing of his mouth ; a 
geſture onely of adoring. And becauſe _ our 
# | carts 


| 
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and gets roomeof the truth, firſt, for onearme,then | 
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T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. | 


1 
| Deut.tr.rs. 


——— 4 : w"e 


| gun ro ſhake off this yoke in the leſſer, whar is there 


hearts notably inggle, therefore hee faith ; 1/ mine 


| heart hath beene deceined in{ecret,or if mine band hath 


kiſſed my mouth: Thereby (ſhewing.that it is apart of 


| eur hearts-deceitfulneſlc ro draw vs on firſt to theſe 


matrers of lefle account, that afterward wee might 
the moreeaſily digeſt the greater. Of this Moſes ſce- 
meth toſpeake, when he ſaith to 1ſraell, Beware, leſt 
your bearts deceine you:namely,vpon occafion of thar 
great proſperitic before ſpoken of, :hat going backe, 


| 


ar the firſt onely from your feruourand zealeinmy 
true ſeruice, atlength, by degrees, you ſhould worſhip 


ſtrange Gols , and bow downe vntothem. Wherefore 


let no man deceiue himſclfe , ſaying : O this is but a 
ſmall matter , why ſhould any ſtand fo much vpon 
chis? Yea,but this ſmall matter is a ſtrong cart-rope 
copluckegreaterafterit. A /ittle leaven leauexeththe 
whole lampe: Alitle ſparke often kindlesa great fire, 
devouring to deſtruction. Aﬀſuredly in the iuſtice 
of God, puniſhing ſmaller ſinnes with greater, they 


that make no conſcience of ſmaller vntruths, in | 


time come to haue ſo large conſciences, and wide 
throats, that they can ſwallow downe grofleerrors, 
as it were great gobs at once. Hauing fallen to the 
Deuils potrage, they will ſhortly cat of his fleſh, and 
from eating ofthe hw kes of Grapes, they will come 
at length tocateof the Grapes themſclues, and from 
this tothe drinkingofincit ſclfe; For whereas itis 
onely the commandement of the Lord that bindes 
vs inthe greater matters, heethat harh boldly be- 


atcan hold/him faſt ro the Lord: in the greater ? 
Chryſoftome is very zealous in this point , writing 
vpo 
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The deceitfulneſſeof mans heart. 
vpon thoſe words of Paxl,concerning thoſe that vr. 
gedthe ceremonies of Moſes : But there are ſome that 
would overthrew the Goſpell of Chriſt. Why but , faich 
chat Father , they retained the Gofpell, © onely they 
« would have brought ina lewiſh rite,or two: And 
« yet the Apoſtle ſayes, that bereby the Goſpell is 
| « ſabuerted; to ſhew how bur alittle thing , being 
« yntowardly mingled,mars all:For as inthe Kings 
« coyne, hecthart clips off butalittle of his Image 
« ſtamped thereon, imbaſeth the whole picce : ſoit 
« any ſhall ouerthrow but the leaſt parcell of the 
<« truth, it is wholly corrupted, from theſe begin- 
<©« nings procceding alwayes to worſethings: where 
« arethey now who condemne vs as contentious, 
&© becauſe of our diſagreement with Heretikes? let 
<« them heare what Pani faith,namely,thar they did 
&* ouerthrow the Goſpell, who broughrin but alit- 
« tle innouation. So dangerous did this holy 
man holdir, to yeeld, though neuer ſo little, to cr- 
rour;, becauſe of this deceit, whereby the whole 
truth is ſecretly vndermined : Wee would not giue_s 
place,faith Paul, by ſubiection one howre , to Moſaique 
Rites, vrged by the falſe Apoſtles , ther the iruth of 
the Gofpellindangered belike by thoſe Rites) might 
continue, If we neuer ſolittle ppe of the cup of er- 
rour, we ſhell drinke our full draught, yea, wee ſhall 
gocon incarow ſing till we be drunke therewith. If 
we begin neucr (olittlero nibble vpon theſe meats, 
| wee (hall fill our (clues withthemn, and cate till wee 
{urfet, 
Neitheris this perſwaſion from the ſmalcneſle of 


the ſinne,deceitfull onely in matter ofdoRrine, + | 
| alſo *: 
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| | > a {|  Thedeteitfulneſſe of mans heart. 

|» alſo of 7ife , and connerſation. Wirneſſe the many 

| | experiences of Gods children, who, winking at ſmal- | 

Jerſinnes, haue becne plungedinto greater, and yet | 

(focunningly andcloſcly in this deceit catried)they 

| haue notelpied the change: Forthat which our Sa- 
Marke4.:16, | ior ſpeaketh concerning the grouth of grace,that 

| ds, itisinlenſible, like to that of the Corne, where the 

| | ſecede ſpings and growes, firſt the blade, then the 

| eares,then the fullcorne, the husbandman x97 know- 

| ing how, may as truly be ſaid concerning the grouth 

[ of wickedneflc: Atter that the ſmaller ſeeds of this 

vnhappy ceckleand darzelt are once receiucd into 

our hearts,they (hoote forth, and ſtill riſe higher and 

bigher, without our feeling or diſcerning, becauſe 

| of this creeping) ſtealing and deceitfull pace of fin, | 

whereby, ſtep by ſtep, by littleand little, iraſcen- 

derh vp in vs,till it be cometo hisfull ht1 hr. Hence 

that admonition, Remember from whence thou art | 

fallen. For we,becauſe wefall by degrees,our bearts 

deceifully getting zhis /ittle,doe notfo well perceive:|- 

how farre we are fallen,till wecaſt backe our eyesto | 

that high bitl where we ſtood before, and then.wee 

ſee how miſerably we haue beene deceived. 

Flatter we notthen our ſclucs in this deceit. Say} 
not of any of thy infirmitics, as Zo! of his 7 ſoar, 04 
6s not thu alitile one ? May I notbediſpenced with 
for this little,ſo I go no furcher?may I not giue mine 
eyclibertic to' wandera little in wanton glaunces? | 
may I not looſe the reines to my tongue, to friske 
it outa litele in ſome idle and laſciuious ſpeeches ? 
may I not vnſhakle my feete, and giue them leaue 


co carry meeto ſuch and ſuch places? may I not _ 
all | 


| | Howcanſt thouchuſe but do more? Thinkeſt thou 


FY Mi 


| cunning fraud imtheſe crafty hearts of ours. In per- 


| this /5:7le ftrerehes it ſelfe farre. This ſomewhat goex a 


| ded them, then they teilvs; that hauing done ſo 


The deceitfulneſerf mans heart. 
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outward a&sof vncleanenefſc } No more, O foole } 
a dogge will runne awayfrom thee, as long-as thoy 
flame, when thou putteſt fire therero?. or that thou 


be burnttNo,no.It once thou halt ler looſe the reins 
of theſe madde horſes, thou maiſt not looketo ſtay 
them whten thou wouldeſt. Ifonce thou giueſt leaue 
to chy corrupt affeRions.to/beginne to. play their 
parts , thou ſhalc hardly make them giue ouer. 
| Thoughar firſtthey bee but weake, yet afterward. 
they raiſe vptheir ſpirits, and get ſtrengthin ggiag. 
Eaficr itis to keep themngut,then rothryſtthem our, 
Heare not then' thoſe cunning inſliguatians of thy 
hearr,oh but a 4z/tic idleneffe, but alzrile wantonnes, 
a liiilefeolifhnele, and then we haue done ; oh but 


_— 


great way,and will not ſtay where wee would. The 
Proucrbe is falſe here, Medicum non necet : A little 
harts not. Yes,alittle hurts a greatdeale. Lictle (ins 
vſher great ones , and bring them into theclolets of 
our hearts. And here behold a-notable' peece of 


[wading and inueagling vs to ſinnc , they vrge hard 
with vsfor ſolitcle? but when this licele is once yeel-. 


much,'tmakes no greatmatter, if now wegoe a lit- 


all chis, fo I do nomore; {o 1 breake nor our intothe | 


caſteſt bim bread? or. that; flaxe will not conceiue 


canſt carry burning coales in thy boſome, and not | 
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ſers. Imbecills 
eft Pt 210, Oc. 


. dolore permitte. | 
Sed :llud ali- . } 


tharir is but a {zr:lerhey crave: what? will you flick;|- 


tle farther: Ve; cannot-be much worſe, then we |. 


vires dum pro- 
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' quaterws longe 
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cedit parat, ex- 
* Cluditur facili 
' 18 quars expel- 
| litany . fatiling' | 
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'producitur, nec |- 
i vb1 vis finem, 


__f_____ 7 #0 duceiefulneſſeaſ mans hears; _ 
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Opportet grauz- 
ter bipuden”” 
| temeſſe;quiſe- 
' $ mathe. 


: | detnanded how hee came to his veniſon ſo 
' | begoeth further, moſt indignely abuſingehe holy, 
name of God himſelfe , 7he Lord thy: God brought it 
© | roy hand. So Saul inbis fwearing and curſing : firſt, 


| haſt fot thispxrofir, cthoucanſit-doe nogrear good 
' withtheremaindet: it weteeuen beſt ro be idle ſtil]. 
+ Thelike may bee ſaid in the matter of lying, thee- 
| ning , vncleanneſſe ;: Whet' wee haue bur yeelded 


 creds with that we haue done already; wee are as 
good go forward now,as ſtand ſtill. Hence itis, that 
when men haue once begunto-finne in any kinde, 
they have fo luſtilylaſhed on : As 7acob in'bis lying 
ro his Father 7ſaec, firſt; 1am Eſaw, &6, then being 
ick- 


| Curſed bethe manthat eateth food till night:: then; 4s 
the Lord lineth that ſantth ifrack 5 thoughit be Tona- 


otic denyall,rofhes on to a ſecond,a thirdz and from 
a (imple denyalt, to adenyall with execration. Oxer 
ſhooes, oner boote, as wee ſay. So likein this regard 


- {; arethe waters of ſinne to thoſe in Ezekiel, For they 


come ſtealing 0n'vs by degrees, and riſe from the 


heerin vnlike, that they ſtay not atthe chinne, as 


fying them in theſe their /ir/es of finne, as wiſer 


Ap. 
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'alirtle-; then our hearts tell vs, we hane cracked our | 


' inidleneſſe;then itreaſohsthus with vs, Now chon | 


is 


than he ſball'dir. And apaine, God deeſo,end more alſo | 
- | ®#lfſe thow die the dearb Jonathan. So Peter, from 


ankles tothe knees, and ſohigherand higher. Yet: | - 
thoſe do,but goe ouer head, and cares, anddrowne: | 
us in perpetuall perdition. Wee muſt then carry a |. 
ſtrait hand over ovr hearts, and beas far fromgrati- | 


Phyſicians aretheir patients, intheirliccles of mears | 


and drinks hurtfull.- Foritfareth wich vs in finding, |. 
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ain cattin ;; where onebit drawesdawnean other; / 
choughatficſt we purpoſed to carlirtie:on nothing. 
| And'as wegeta ſtomacke, and. pronokqent:appe- 


cite, ſomerimes by cating, ſo.is our fitnelle for, and 
deſire after ſinne increaſed by beginniogto fin; For 
as cucry good -worke increaſcth our holincflc, and fo 
habilicy for obedience, according-tathat of $, Paul, 
Being made the ſeruams of God you hune yaur fruit in 
hotineſſe : loeuery lin adderh to our pollution, lea- 
uing behind it a kind of ſtaine in the ſoule 3 whereby 
iris che readier for further: diſabedience. VVhence 
it comesto paſſe, that haning begun to ſay yeato 


| finne, bur, for alittle, we finde it fo hard afterward to 
ſay it »ay,in farre greater matters, -and having fatif- 


fied the ſmaller requeſts of {inne wee are made farrc 
more ealie: and inclineable vnta. her greater de-. 
mands. Hence that warning of the Apoltle, Bee not 
acceined:Euill words corrupt good manners. Your de- 
ceitfull heart will beare you in hand, thar ic matters 
notſo mach for words, itis but a ſmall matcer, what 


{ words or phraſes one vſes. Bur the truth is, cuill 


words as {mall as you make of them, will bring on 
euill deeds. Monica, Auitens mother (as himſclicre. 
portsit) when (he was a maide; beganne to {ip alit- 
tle wine, as ſhepoured it forth for her parents : Bur 


| marke what followed vpon this ſipping. Daily ad- 


ding, faith TLe#ew, vnto her firſt little, new licrles; 
becauſe hee tharmaketh no bonesof ſmall marcers, 
by little and little will fall ro greater , ſhee came to 


| that paſle,thar ſhe could with great greedines draw 


dry almoſt whole cups full of wine. Lo what comes 
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ConfeſF! 9.6 8. 


Primoribus 
tabris ſorbebat 
exiguum. 
Itaque ad illud 
modicum quoti= 
diana modica: 


tim decidit ; in 
cam conſueti- 
| dincm lapſe e- 
| ratutprope :* 


tam planes me - | 
ro cal:culesim- | 


of ret. Confeſcca. 
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addendo quoni- | 
am gm modica ] 
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| butof ſippingand kiſing the cup, Bus the example 1 hear, | 
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| of ©A4tipiee; relatedallſo bythe ſame Father,is farre | 
|-aore remavkeable:;wha viing importuned:by his | 
_ | companiontoystothoſcbloudy {pcticies of the } 
 gladiarory combats; atilcngrh with much adot hee | 
| | yeclded, yetpurpoſmgwich bimſelfe, (and elling | 
| Sicorpwmeun | them fomuch; ): that hee would keepe his cyes (bur | 
mw »-2- | and fo beabſciit; 'cucn-whilft hee was preſent;: ouer- | 
EE 7-9" | commitaborkhis friends, by.going with then ne” 


4-PwE & oculas, 


See aforheſighes ro:which hewent withrhem., by de: | 
Þ# mtr — gy beholder of chem. But bzing come 
| var,c ileſs. | hither, and vponthefall of one of che fighters the 
f per bo: people making 2 greacour-cry, hee could no longer 
hold his eyes (hut, bur longing co ſce what the mat- 
 rer was, opened them, fixedrhem vpon that barba- 
ropsfight, andfedde them-with the cruell plealure 
Et non erat ian | thitreof: Soth at new, faies Auften, he wad not the ſame 
ille qui vene- | he'r hat came thither but one of that maltitude towhich 
——_— | he was come, 4 vielys companion of thoſe to whom hee 
' venerat.. | came, Hee beheldandilookedon with the reſt, cryed ont 
| S2efomtt , lie | pre li them, was tiflumedwith them,and carried thence 
ger pa 4 thit midnefſe, which wrought in him an itchof. retor- 
cum inſanjiam | ning, not onely with them that brought him thither, as | 
19 m__— = | 4 companion,but before them, as 4 captaine and ripg-lra-. 
| contin. c3. ily | der of. many others.” Butamong all examples there is 
quibes. prize | none to that of Sutomwons. Phe beginning of whoſe 
; > « 7-poa -onerthrow was from this deceit. It had been ahard 
1 illieve, matter for ſo excellent man atthe firſt daſhro haue 
beencbroughtrothin height of deleRion; no,. No 
man laddenly beeames notoriouſly wicked; ſpecial= 


ons roenc 
: fe mals. ly having beene emigcntly vercuous before, but ſtep . 
$5 by ſtep; peece and peece, heerea little, and cherea |. 
. | little. Loe'tliereforehow Saimens ro | h 
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The deceitfalneſſe of mans heart, 


the cuent ic prouedotherwife SR; * 


ſures went in,ſotheloue of goclineſſe wentout; by 


"| degrecs his zeale cooled, his forwardneſle ſlaked. 
| Theexceſſine vie & loue of lawful pleaſures, brought 


him firſt coa defedine lone of Gods word, and from 
thence to thelouve of valawfull pleaſtres in women ; 


and then bodily adultery brought himar length to. 


ſpirituall, euen to fearefnll idolatry, as is oblerued 


| by N ebemiah. 


Our wiſedomethen muſt be to take heed ( as the 
A poftleadmonitheth) of this decerrfalneſſe of rnne, 
[eſt we be hardned, and habituared in finne, For a 
habir and hardneſle in finne comes not ar firſt, but 


by degrees, when, by recciuing the ſeede of cuill | 


and entiling thoughts, we come to conceiue, arid 
then, as 14's [heweth , luſt hauing conceined ſin is 
brought forth, & being brought forth is per fee#ly, by 
daily pradtiſe, which bringeth cafiome, and cuſtome 
neceſſity : Sothatnow we are miſerably inthralled 
to ſinne. Sith then wee cannot well bee rid of this 
gueſt, if onceentertained, let vs be wary how wee 
enter into the leaſt parley with him: finne when we 
are onceentred bur a little into this countrey , wee 
know not well how toger out; itis beſt for ys not to 
comenecreſo muchas to the confines and borders 
thereof. It is not good comming within the reach 
of the Lyon, for feare of being caught. Neither is 
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eloue of plea- | 


IIY 


; WW 
-foyled him, firlt onely drawing him to the more im- 
moderate vſe of pleaſures, in themſclues lawful, per- i 
ſwading him yer that he (hould Rill, rogether with |. | 
the vic ofthem,reraine his wifdem Eccleſ. 2.3 


Nei. 13.26, 


Heb.z 1:, 


lom. 1. 14-15. 


Dum [eruitur 
libidini ſata eſt 
conſuetule, &f 


aum conſauetudss 


::1 nex refiſtituer 
fafta eſt neceſſ;- 
tas.Aug.co.8 5. 
Nobys quza re- 
gred; nox et fa- 
Cale, optimum 
hh progre- 


Sex-ey.1.16. 
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| it good to come neere the banks (ide, for feare of fal- | 
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| 18 | Thedeceitfulueſſeof mans bearr. 
ling Chryſofome telsvs thatit is laferulc, not one- 
Hom:15.4d pop. ly roauoid (inneir ſelfe, but alſo things ſeeming in- 


Antioch. 


ferent, that may toule and draw vs on to finne: 
And he inftancesin laughter, and quipping, and de- 
| licious feaſting , from whence haue flawne many 
miſchiefes. Theſe indifferent things, at leaſt ſo ſee- 
| Tz Sextrre ui] Ming, beaccountsthe edge of the hill, and bids vs 
| <A rdgopa ira. | eake heed how we vie them. And 1n truth though 
| ſuchthings may ſceme nothing, yet there is much 
{ deceit and dangerin them : They are like Elias his 
| cloud, which ar firſt ſeemed very lircle, no bigger 
' then ones hand, yer by and by it ouer-{preads the 
! whole skic, and cauſctha daſhing ſhowre. Where» 
fore, as the Prophet in the firſt riſing of the cloud, 
bad the King hie him to his chariot, eo auoyd the 
ecmpeſt, ſo muſt we,fore-ſeeing the danger ofa great 
tempeſt, eucn intheſe o little clouds, flize to our 
ſhelcer preſently. The ewes being forbidden to 
mak: couenants with the Gentiles, they alſo abſtai- 
ned from drinking with them, becauſe that was a 
ceremony vſed in ſtriking of covenants, and ſo ir 
might baue drawne them on thereto :- And Exe ha- 
Dxemadme- | uing receiued a commandement from. God, onely 
dam in corpori- | not to eate, ſayesſhee muſt not touch the fruit of the 
» + be trecofknowledge of good and cuill.; For touching 
bres gignant & | might haue drawne on tafting: Thelike warineſſe if 
-nreh. ro we ſhall vie, then may weeſcape this deccitfull ſnare 
- | 5%: indem@ | of ourfalſeand fraudulent hearts. Otherwiſe, if we 

.} in «aims 9% | bee too too regardlcſle of (maller matters, ofthe oc- 
þ pefta dfimn-! cafions and preparatiues/ to ſine, quickly ſhall wee | 
# iavitent.Chry, | be caught, Andas in the body lictle pricks of apin 
j Gar. | negleted, hauc bred wrancklings inthe mage 9m 
£ ; tNence 
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The deceitfulneſſe of wans heart, 
thence worſe matters hauec followed, eucn death it 
ſelfe at laſt:ſo here in the ſoule, our conniuence and 


ouer-fauourable indulgences to our ſmaller ſinnes, 
cannot but inuiteand call, yea,and with a magneti- 
call kinde of attration foreibly draw vnto vs fur- 
ther and farre more dangerous milchiefes, 

The 1hird deceitis, to tickle our affeRions,and (et 
our deſires a float, by preſenting vnto vs the meere 
and pure pleaſure of ſinne. For howſocuer the plea- 
ſure of finne be a painefull pleaſure, a ſoure-ſweex, 
which hath much bitterneſſe mixed ; yerqur hearts 


hemency of tempeation raiſcth ſuch clouds, that the 
light of our vnderſtqnding is taken away;asin Danid 
in hisadultery,. the fleſhdid ſopoſſ;ſle him with the 
apprehenſion of the preſent pleaſurable delight of 
his ſine, that hce could not thinke of that ſhame, 
that griefe, thoſe wound5 of conſcience, thole bro- 
ken bones, thoſe ſharpe corretians that were to fol- 


| Low. Thus the Diucll dealt with our Saviour, hee. 
| hewedhimihe world andall theglory thereof: but 


there was alſo much griefe as well as g{ory in the 
world; but hee would ſhew him gone of that. So 
there is farre maregall and bitterneſle, then hony 
and ſwcetneſſcin (ia ; yer our deccirfull hegres will 
not let ws takeany notice thereof; like the Iſraclites, 
that could remember the fleih-pots andonioss, but 
notthe brickes nor the bondage of Z2ypt, Thus we 
deuidethat of Selomon,Go:t0 yavug-mun,let thy hears 
cheere thee inthe daies of thy youth, &c. fapproſng 
that which followes, But knaw that for allthis, Gad 


1 will bring thee 10 indgement. Thus the impure wat: 
O 4 


Pr CET 


ton 


cunningly hide and concealethar, The flcſh by ve- 


ITT. Deceir, 
tickling of our 
hearts with 
the pleaſure 
of fin, 


Pal 51. 


Eccleſ,ir 9. 


Prou.g.: 7.18. 
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Y T he acceitfulneſſe of: mans heart. 


ton decefueth himſelfe, who harkenerh to the ſweet 
voice of the flattering harlot. S:o/ne waters are ſweet, 
and the bread of arceit is pleaſant : But he knowes not 
faith Salomon, that the dead are there, and that hey 
| gels are inthe depth of hell, This deceit is much 
| like that of boyes, hiding a pinne ina faire rofe, and 
ſo pricking thoſe that ſmell to it; or like that of 
tradeſmen, that ſhew their chapmen the better part 
of the cloth, and hide the worſe. But to deliuer our 
ſelues fromthe dahger of this deceit, we muſt, when 
weare thus tempted with the ſenſe of preſent plea- 
ſure,caſt our eyes beyond it, and looke behind it, to 
ſee the raile it hath ofmany ſorrowes and vexations, 
We muſt labour as wel to foreſee what istocome,as 
to ſee what is preſent. Doth the Diuell ſhew thee, as 
onceour Sauiour,agoodlyſightofhonor,glory, plea- 
ſure,profit,&c.in fin ? That thou maiſt nor be inuei- 
glcd therwith, thou muſt put down his ſight with a- 
nother ſight of ſhame,terror, torment here & in hell, 
and other ſuch like attendants of (in, which arc to be 
 feen in the word. Think as well of the ſoure ſance;as 
of the ſweet meatzas well of /ae/s nayleto picrce our 
temple,as of her milk & lodging to relicue our thirſt 
& wearineszas wel of Dal;lah ſiflers to cut our haire, 
as ofher lap to lull vs aſlcepe;as well of thepricking 
| as of the pleaſantnes of the hawthorns. The Greeke 
Er ThvparaAly | Poet faies wittily,1f the pain of the head-«ch were before 
AS. " ewe” | Thepleſure of thewine none would be drunk. If we could 
Unacreen. _ | in our apprehenſion feel the pain of ſin before hand, 
wee would efcape the ſnake thatlices hid vnderthe 
green grafle, the hooke that lies couered vnder the 
pleaſant bait. This is S«/owons aduiſcin the tempra- | 


4 : - tion 


4 
— —— 


 — 


_— 


Thedeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 


201 


tion todrunkennes,cuen then when ourteeth are ſet 
on water with the pleaſagt colour of the wine ſprin- 
kling & leaping in the glaſſe , to remember thar yet 
inthe endit wil bite like «ſerpent, and hurt like acocka- 
rice. And (0 intempration to vncleannes by the fair 
ſpecch andailuring bezuty of the harlot, to remem- 
ber that her latter end i bitter as wormwoed,& ſharper 
then any two edged ſword: For here truely hath place 
thar ſpeech of Abner to 104b, Knoweſt thou not it will 
be batterneſſe inthe latter end ? Sinne may well bring 
with ita flattering pleaſurcinthe entry, but it al- 
wayescloſes witha bitter remorſe in the end. 

The 4. deceit is, when itperſwadeth vsto fin,vpon 
hope of Gods mercy for pardon, This is a very vſu- 


Pro.t3e}T 3% 
Prou. 5 +4: 


| 2.Sam.3,26: 


I V. Dec:it, 
preſuming of 


all & dangerous deceit: Like that of the diuels ro our | **7: 


Sauiour, Caſt thy ſe!fe downe headleng, for the Angels 
Jhall beare thee vp:So our harts to vs,calt your ſelues, 
implunge your {clues intothis or that {in,the mercy | 
of God [hal helpe you out; Poyſon thy ſelfe, here isa | 
counter-poylon; Breakethy head, here is a phaiſter; 
Surfer, hereis a Phyſician. Anintollerablething itis, | 


that the mercy of God, the onely inuiter and prouo. | 


| ker of our obedience, through the ſophiſtry of theſe 
naugbty hearts of ours, ſhould be made an allurer & | 
very bawdas It were toall filthineſſe. There & mercy 
with thee faith the Prophet, whatithatthou might 
be deſpiſed, blaſphemed?no,thar rhou mighteſt be fea- 
red. And the loveof Chriſt conſtrains Pas/to duty, 
Therefore ſce what noble deceiners our hearts are, 
that can make tharanenticer toſin, which ofit ſelf 
is the only powerfulland conſtraining perfwader to | 
| godlinefſe;But letthem take heedleaſt their hope of 


mercy | 


Pſal. x39.4. 


2,Cor.5.14. 


— 


| 


———————. 


*V. Deceit, 

pleading nc- 

cciity of lis 
uing, 


==___ yer 


The deceitſulneſſe of mans heart, 


—_— 


—— 


| mercy be not preſumption. As a man paſling over 


a bridge, which his falſe ſpeRacles make to ſeeme 
broader then indeed ir is, being thereby deciued, | 
goes beſides the bridge, and lois drowned: ſo'is it 
with thoſe, whoſe deceictull bearts make the bridge 


{ of Gods mercy latgerthenitis, they are in danger 


of falling beſide ir,into the waters of eternall deſtru- 
Rion.For though Gods mercies be of the largeſt ex- 
tenc,yetitis bounded with his truth. And therefore 
vſually in the Scriptures we find theſe two coupled 
together, Gods mercy, and his /ra7h, So that Gods 
mercy may notbe ſuch, whereby his truth in any 
ſhoutd be impeached, as it ſhould if ie bee proflitu- 
ted it felfe indiffercatly and promiſcuoully to all, 
as wcll the infolenr and impenitent, as the poore, 
humble, and broken-hearted {inner ; For vnto theſe 
latter onely is this matter of promiſe made: And if 
to the others the gate of mercy ſhould be ſet open, 
Gods mercics (as S«/omonlaycs of the wickeds, that 
they ate cruell mercies) {bould bee falſe and vniuſt 
mercies: Burt God neuer yetlearned fots be merci- 
full, as to make himſelfe falle, and vnfaithfull. 

The fftdeccit is, when our hearts, the betrer to 
hearten'vs to ſinne, plcad the neceflity of living in 
this world, & maintaining our ſelues and our char- 
cs. O wee'muſt needs inc, ſay fome : And vnlefſe 
wedoethus,and thas ( ſay, breakethe Sabaorh, lie, 
ſweare, defraud, &c.) wee cannot liue, Z/as vnder 
this pretence fold away heauen: He was verythun- 
gry,and knowing nothowtorclicuc the neceffiry of 
hunger otherwiſethen by accepting of 7acobs con- 
ditions, gcceptedithen : 1 muſt maintaine my _ 

aith | 
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T he deceirfulneſſe of mans beart, 
faith Eſa; At this preſent I cannot without ſome 
food, food [ ſee none but my brothers pottage; This 
I cannot have, without I buy it with my birth-cight: 
And thus hedeceiucd himſclfe. The like deceit we 
ſhall ſce in Demetrins the ſiluer-ſmirch, who pleades 
hard for Diars, and the worſhip of her Images, by 
this very argument :Sir5,ye know that by this craft we 
hane our goods: If Diana goe downe, our living goes 
downe with her. Thus would Sathan have beguiled 
Chriſt, when in his hunger he perſwaded him to re- 
lieue himſelfe by turning tones into bread: Andin- 
deed togetour breadby talſhood,oppreflion, wrong 
or any indirett courſe, is akindeof turning ſtones 


Bread made of ſtones-{ha)l turne into ſtones, cuecn 


made of grauell and ſtones ; And (o returnes to his 
firſt ſubſtance. Another remedy againſt this deceit 
is to oppole a greater neceſhity of our ſoules living 
both here and hereafrer, with God: What doſt thou 
tell me of the neceflity of thy lining here? There 
is one onely neccfhity, for which there is no excuſe, 
and is, notto offend God. Oxething & weedfall, faith 
Chrift, to prouide for thy ſoule againſt hercafter, 
whatſoever become of this .carrionly. carkale of 
thine. This is the farre greater necefliity of the two. 
leis notthen ſimply neceflary for thee to liue here; 
Orifir were, yet not toliuc by ſuch wicked meanes, 
| which thine owne 'vabelceuing : heact ſuggeſteth. 
Man lines not by bread onely,but by enery ward chat pro- 


— —C. 


into bread : And what good will ſuch bread doe vs? | 


in the very cating. The bread of deceit, though ne- . 
uer ſo pleaſant, yetin the mouth proucs bur grauell, - 
faith Salomon, Pron 20. 17, And no maruell.. It was 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


VI. Deccit, 

| Pretenceof 
doing onely 
for trials ſake. 


| There remaines yer divers other, which we will 


| may the berterlearne the vanity of fin. Forexample, 


| thinefle thereof might learne to loath it the more. 
| The like pretencc is vſed for ſecing of plaies, that by 


owne?-Is this the beft way to learnecontinehcic, to 


ceeds out of the mouthof God, And the inft man lines. 
enen this his temporall life alſo, not by theſe and 
theſe ſhifts, bur by his Faith: And thatis his meat | 
in the want of other things, according to that of the 
Prophet, Truſt in the Lord,and ave good, dwell inthe 
land, and feed thy ſelfe by, or with, thy Faith,as Tre. | 
metius readesit. And thus we have handled hue de- | 
ceits which our hearts vie in perſwading vs to {inne. 


ſpcake of in the Chapter following. 


Of nine more deceits inthe ſame kinae, 
phat Hercfore to procced forward with theſe de- 


9s ccits; the next deceit is, Apretence that we 
z—& will do ſuch and ſuch things(cuil & vngod- 
ty)only for :7;als ſakeytharby our ownexpericnce we 


ſome will goe purpoſely to ſce Maſle, to the end as 
they (ay, that they ſeeing the fooliſhnefle and fil- 


ſceeing many filthy ſins (which the Apoſtles would 
not have once ſo much as to be named) repreſen- 
red and ated on the flage , wee ſhall learne to 
hate thoſe vices the more. But G O D hath ap- 
pointed better ſchoole-miſtreſſes for the hatred of 
ſinne, then the praRiſe of ſinne. Why ſhould wee 
leaue the meanes appointed by GOD to worke, 
this hatred of finne, and deuiſe other meancs of our 
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exerciſeandrrade our ſelues in vncleanneſſe? Was 
there ener any that learned ſobriety by baunting 
Taucrnes and Ale-houſes 2 remperance out of the 
 fchoole of Epicuriſme?chaſtity in the ſtewes?I deny 

{| not bur God, who draweth light out of darknefſe, 
can heale the wound of the viper with the flelh of 
the viper,and can make ſin, contrary to his owne na- 
ture,to work our good, driging out one poyſon with 
another. What then? becauſe the learned Phyſitian - 
| can healevs with poyſon, ſhall wethercfore be tam- 
.pering with them our ſelucs? So in ſtead of health 
we may quickly meet with death. No,Sal/omon him- 

| felfe was deceiued in this poyne ; as his Eccleſiaſtes 
ſheweth : And his expericace may teach vs, how - 
dangerous iris to try the hear of che fire by putting | 
| in our finger, Hee gaue himſelfe to a pleaſurable de. 
licious life only for tryall (ake,. ro make proofe of it, 
what was init, that ifhe could not find happy tran-. 


quiliry of mind.” hee-might leaue it ſo much the 
more willingly, But alas , how miſerably. was hee 
hamperedin the ſhares thereof? How was he by this 
meanes drawn on tothat fearefull Apoſtacie in his 
old age ? ſhall nothis experience make vs wiſe? ſhall 
any man now thinke hee can now ſafely beare that ; 
burthen,whick hath already broken Sepſoncback? 
The ſeaenth deceit is; when weground ourliber- 
ty which we take of finning,vpon thoſe good, cicher 
graces we haue, or ations we doe; perſwading our - 
ſelvesthara lirtle dramme gf ſome goodneſſe in vs 


will weigh downe many talents of wicked aefſe. For 


- 


- 


| as wecancouer inour brethren many vercues vndet 


—_—— —_w— - ©. 


fame one infirmity ſo contrarily in our (clues ( ſo. 
| | - cunning |. 
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| | cunning andcrafticarc our harts) many, nor ſleigh- 
; | terinfirmitics onely, bur cucn grofler deformities | 
| alſo-vnder fome ane, poore, petty, happily ſhow of | 


PO "I 


vertue, rather then vertue it ſelfe. Thus the ciuill 
man thinks his prophaneneſle and careleſhes in re- 
ligion is ſufficiently coucred vnder his vprightnes, | 
and iuſt dealing in the things of this life. The glo- 
Zing bypocrite thinkes his zeale in outward profel- 
ſing may bearc him outin hisvncharitable, vnrigh- | 
tcous, and vnreaſonable dealing with men. As if 
Herod ſhould hauerhought his hearing of /94»a ſuf 
ficient priuiledge to him for his inceſt, Thus nobly 
doe our hearts decciue vs, making vs beleeue thata 
great hcape of chaff can lic hid vnder alictle hand- 
tull of corne, that a little dimme candle-light can 
chaſcaway the foggy palpable darknefle of yeh 
Whereas the contrary is the truth, that our little 
good is rather obſcured &ecclipled with onr many 
and greateuils. Asin the parable of the ſower, the 
thorny ground is ſaid to bring forth. no frait. Luke 
8.14. and yet before, vere ſeauen, it. was ſaid thar 
che thornes ſprung vp with the ſecede, ſo that the 
. | ſeede did nor perilh in the ground , but ſpron- 

| ted foorth, and yeelded ſome fruit; and yer be- 
cauſe, as Marke ayes, the thornes grew vp, or ]- 
| cended, as Mathew ſpeaketh,namely,aboucthe fiuir, 
_ . | therefore the fruit of this ground is no fruit: it 
|] lies buried vnder thethornes, icis ouertopped,, and 
| choaked by chem. Loc now, the fruit doc's not co- | 
uerthe thornes,but the zhornesthe /+#5r. Tt is not ſaid 
there were no #horres, becauſe of ſome hopefull be- 
ginnings of fruit, but contrarily, no fruic becauſe of 

ty | | the 
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 Thedeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


{ the thornesthrining , andincreaſing. Were it not 
| «bſurd toreaſon thus, whatthough there be many 
| poiſonfull herbs in the pot? yet there arc ſome good 
ones,and ſo the porridge may bee good. Nay, ifa- | 


mong many good hearbs, there were but one poy- 


in the pot , yea, that there were no good hearb in it; 
becauſethe ou ofthe. one. hath taken away all 
the goodnefſe ofthe other. Soin truth where there 
is but any one {in nouriſhed and foſtered, all other 
our graces arc not-onely blemifhid, bur aboliſhed, 
they are no graces. But moſt 6fall is this deceit dan- 
gerous inthe true children of God ? when they ſhall 
theratherpreſumein ſomethings to ſinne, becauſe 
they are the children of God; members of Chri##? 


"and ſo cannor be ſeuered from him , and becauſe 
they are beautified with ſo many excellentgraces , | 


which they thinke will cafity obtaine pardon for 


their calling they ſhooke of rhe yoke, and becauſe 
they were Gods ſonnes, would no longer be mens 
ſlaves. And thus would the Diuell haue deceined 
Chriſt, when he would haue had him preſumed vp- 
on his priuiledge of being the ſonne of God, and 
thereupon havecaſt bimſclfe downe from the pin- 
nacle of the Temple. Math. 4. 6. This deceir it ſo 
much themorelamentable, in that theſe conſidera- 
| tions ought ratherto be bridles to reſtraine vs from 
finning, and ſpvrresto pricke vs on to further grace, 
and obedience. For the more honour God hath 


giuen vs, thegreater carc ſhould we haue to main- 


ror © ET 
b- 


ſome ſmall defe&s. Thus were the ſeruants in the | 
primitive Church decejued, when vpon eccaſion of | 


ſonfull-in the por, aman might ſay trucly. Deaths | 
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that high calling. Shoald ſuch a man as 1, ſaith Nebe- 
mic goe into the Temple to lize ? Againe , haſt thou 
ſame graces, ſome good things inthee? O then dil- 
grace chem nat with (inne, but make chem as grace- 
tull as chau canſt,by adding vnato them what is wan- 
ting, that ſo there may, bea ſweet proportion, and 
comely conueniencic in the ſpirituall body of grace. 
For as it wereanabſurd ſpeech to ſay, I haue all o- 
ther parts of my body ſcemely, and comely, legges, 
bands,eyes, lippes,checkes; therefore it matters nor 


ſee this blemiſh among ſo many ornaments; yes, 
they will ſee it, and marke it ſo much the rather, and 
the deformity of .chy noſc is made more conſpicu- 


becauſe of ſome ornaments in our ſoules, the many 
monſtrous enormitics tbereof will be winked at. fs 
any woman fo fooliſh as to thinke becauſe her face 
is very faire, and beautifull,cherefore ſhe may ſpeck 
and ſpot it here and there with mire and dirt? or 
becauſe her clothes ſhinc and gliſter, therefore ſhee 
may ſtaine them? Whereas the fairer the face, and 


and ftaine. So alſo, wonld any man bee ſo ſence- 
lefle, as to. thinke thus, becauſe I hauca good ſure; 
good ſtockings, cloake, and band, therefore I may 
well cnough put on an old duſty , worne, and torne 
hat. No; tbis will diſgrace all. the reſt of his fur- 
| nirure; andit would bee nothing ſogreat a ſore in 


| 


theeyes of the bcholders,if his doublet & hoſe were 


tattered 
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raine it, according to that of Paw/: walke wor chy of 


for my deformed and miſhapen noſe; no body can | 


| ons by the conformity of thy other members : ſo | 
alſo alike abſurd is it to perſwade our ſelucs , that 


the garment, the greater is the diſgrace of the ſpot, | 


VP 7 


| 
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| rich booty, whereby he may benefit himſelfe much, 


' compence for his ſinne, and ſo bids him ticke no 


ry a2tably. The extortioner, (aith he, ſaith thus vuts 


p20: e, I ſend ſuſt:nance to the priſoners, I cloath the na- 


© titan, androbbeſt him, thou robbeſt Chriſt him- | 
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cattered, his ſhooes muſty, his ftockings broken, &c. 
The eight deceit is , when wee preſume therather 
to finne, becauſe we thinke to make amends for it 
afterward by ſome good deeds, as prayer, confel- 
ſion, almes,&c. The couetous man ſces 2 prey, ſome 


in the iniuricand oppreſſion of his neighbour. Yea, 
but his conſcience cels him,opprefiionts finne, how 
then may he doe it? His deceitfull heart ſuggeſterh, 
that if afterward hee bee a lircle more bountifull in 
gining of almes, hee {hall make an aboundant re- 


longer atthe matter, In chis one particular, 4«ſtes 
bath propoanderh, and diſcouereth this deceit ve- 


me, 1 am not like the rich manin the Goſpel, I feaſt the 


k-1,lentertaine the flirangers. To whom hee anſwe- 
reth, Thoa think:ſt choa giucſt. * Doenottake away, 
© #hd thou haſt giuen. He reioyceth to whoamthou 
« haſt ginen: but he wreepeth from whom thou haſt 
« taken away. Which of theſe rwo thinkeſt thou 
« will God hcare? Thonſayſtro him to whom chou 
* haſt ginen, be thanktul forchac thou haſt receiued : 
* but onthe other fide the other man ſaith, I mourne 
« forthatthou haſt ctaken away; God, he ſayes to | 
* thee,foole, | bad thee give, but not of other folkes 
*goo0ds.Know thou foole, who ofthy ſpoiles & ra- 
* pines giveſt almes, that when thou ſpoileſt a Chri- 
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| tollere noli, & 


« (elfe. And if they ſhall be ſent to hell that did not 


< cloath Chriſt- (thatis, 4 Chriſtian) when naked, 
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« what place ſhall they haue in hell that made him 
« naked when hee was cloathed? Here happily thou 
« wilcſay, thou Rrippeſt a Pagan, and cloatheſt a 
« Chriſtian : Even heere will Chriſt anſwere thee, 
« oh ſpareto damnifie mee, For when thou who art 
«4 Chriſtian doeſt chus opprefle a Pagan, thou kee- 
«peſt him from becomming a Chrittian. If thou 
« haſt then of thine owne, giuc;if not, better for thee 
« to gratific none,then to grate vpon any. Se far 4s. 
flen,excellently ſhewing the grolenes of this deceir, 
that we may 706 Peter, if afterward we will pay Panl þ 
therewith. This kinde of deceit ſeemeth to haue car. | 
ried $4#/to that his diſobediEhce, in recaining the 
farceſt of the Amalckitefiockes. He thought belike | 
che ſtaine ther uld ealiiy be waſhed out with 
the bloud of his ſacrifice, whereof hee ſpeakes ſo 
muchafterward to Semuel, The peopletooke it 10 offer 
tothe Lord thy God, in Gilgal, And ſothe whooriſh | 
woman thinks the like water will purge away all the | 
filrhinefle ofher luſt: 7 have peace offerings (ſaith ſhe, | 
incouraging her ſclfe and her youth in their ſinnes) | 
at homie, and ihane payed my vowes. This fcemes alſo | 
to have bin the deceit of the Phariſees, as ſome read 
that Leke 11. 41. Tee gine almes (namely of goods 
gotten by rapine & pillage) a»vd chen aliwil be clean, 
the blot of your vniuſtice you thinke is ſufficiently | 
waſhed away. A horrible thing, tothinke that God | 
will thus be corrupted, and made to wink at our fin; 
No,He that efferethto the Lordof the goods of the poor, | 
6s &s he that ſacrificeth ts the Soune before the Father. | 
Bur here is a double deceit. 1. That we can fatis- 


fie for our (ins by any ofour workes. 2. That th ores 
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fore we may boldly ſinne. For firſt, ſay that thou 


.| minationtothe Lord: And therefore the execrci 
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couldeſt ſatisfic God for the wrong which thy linne 
doth to him, maiſt thou therefore lawfully offer | 
wrong and violence to him? VWouldeſt thou thinks 
thy neighbour might lawfully ſteale from thee, if 
after he would make ſome reſtitution ? or breake chy | 
head,ifafter he would giue thee a plaiſter 2 But then | 
itis not ſo, that any workes of obedicncecan ſarisfie 
for thy former diſobedicnce. If thou wert bound 
to 4 man in two ſeuerall bands for two (cuerall 
debrs,and hauing forfcited one, ſhouldſt afterward 
pay the other, wouldſi thou be [lo foolilh as tochinke 
that by paying this lutter,thou hadſt ſuſhciently dif 
charged the former? If a ſeruant, hauing loytercd all 
one weeke, {houid painefully labour all the nexc, 
would his maſter yet endure him pl-ading the laſt | 
weekes diligence, asa ſufficient recompence of the 
formers negligence? No; For it was his ducty to 
labour both weckes:. So the abedicnce thou pertor- 
meſt to God is a debt ducto him; thou canſt nor 
pay one debt with another. If a Chapman, having 
gonelong'in the Marchants books, ſhould atlengeh 
pay for that he tooke Jaſt, had-he therchore ſxtiſhced 
for ali thar was taken before? And yer this is the fap- 
pitch deceit, not of the Papiſtsonely,but of many of 
our (clues alſo{for naturally there is muchofthe po 
Pilh leauen in vs) rothinke that if after we have {in- 
ned, we be for a while alittle more carefull then or- 
dinaty, of prayer, conicthon, reading, hearing, and 
ſuch like exerciſes, thenallis well againe : But $4- 
lemon tells ys, that theſacrifice of the wicked is abo+ 
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of godlineſſe performed by ſuch as wallow in ſinne 
without repentance,cannot pacific his wrath. 
The »inth deceit is, when we perſwade our ſelyes 
' to the committing of ſome ſinne , vpon repentance, 
either of the conſequence of ſome great good, 
which otherwiſe cannot be had ; or the prevention 
of ſome greatereuill , which otherwiſe cannot bee 
auoided. Hence that deceitfull rule , of wo exills 
chooſe the left. Lot was caught in this ſnare, when 
hee would hane redeemed the greater ſinne of the 
Sodomites againſt his gueſis, with the lcfle againſt 
his daughters ; when he would bave prevented So- 
domie, by permiſſion of adultery. So Herod having 
ſworne to gratifie the requeſt of that dancing Mi- 
nion, for the auoyding of the Sands, ruſhes vpon | 
the Rocke; preucnting perinry, as bee thonghe, by | 
muriher. Butthe truth is, a man is never ſo incom- 
paſſed betwixt two evils, bur he may finde an our- 
oing without a third. Now as concerning the | 
pe of ſome good that may enſue ; heere Lots 
daughters werecaught, as well as their father in the 
| former: For when they fell into that foule abhomi« 
nation of inceſt , ih all likelibood this was that 
which prevailed with them, a hope they-had that 
by this meanes, in'their Fathers poſtcrity , the 
Church of God {otherwiſe in their opinion neere 
an'end ) ſhould bee 'vpheld, and preſcrued: And 
was not here a goodly colour, to commend inceſt 
vnto them, the prefernation of the Church from 
rovine? But had not _4braham as good acolourfor | 
tohaueſpated 7ſ#ar; contrary to Gods commande- 
ment? eucnthe fame tharthey had, the perſcruati- | 
on ? 
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on, and ſalgation of all che Ele, which bee might 
feare would hane beene buried in //asc4s athes, of 
whom he knew the Mefſiih muſt come. And in- 
deed, if 4braham had not had a ſound heart indeed, 
here had bcene kit place for this deceir, The Leapers 
were thus deceiued, when , contrary to Chriſts 
Commandement , they divulged the Miracle of 
their healing: Theirreaſon was to declare Chriſts 
glory , and their owne chankefulneſſe. Bur they 
lhould hauc learned, thatas when God commands 
things otherwiſe forbidden , then they are no 
finnes; as in 4brehams caſe : ſo when he forbidderh 
things otherwiſe commanded, then they are no 
parts of obedience, whatſocuer plauſtble perſwa- 
fions wee may frame to our felues. San alſo was 
thus decciued when for the betrer overthrowing 
of the Philiſtimes , he forbad the peopleto eat any 
thing till the eucning. So Rebecca, when for gaining 
a bleſſing, the raughe her ſonnchow rolie. La29fen 
makes mention ot ſome that juſtificd the reading 
of the immodeſt, and laſciuious writings of the 
heathen Poets vnto young boyes, by the good that 
comes of it, namely, the fining of the tongue, the 
poliſhing of the ſpeech. That which is good-is 
precious indeede, and according to Salomons rule, 
weeareto buy it, but yet not roour diladuantage; 
with the lofſc onely of worſe things, nor of bercer 
| things then that wee buy. Wee muſt not buy clo- 
quence, and good words fo dearely, as with theloſſe 
of a good conſcience : we muſt not redeeme our little: 
finger withchelofle of oureyes. For as excellently 
. Huſlen, Good words ere not more eaſily learned by thoſe 
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| Non ormninoper | filthy writings : but filtbineſſe © mere confidently pra- 
_ uit«di- | Ehiſed by reaſon of thoſe words \Wharſocuer good it 
Fe. is we may thinketo come vnto by {inning , it is no« 

cantur, fed per \ thing to that hurt wee doe to our owne ſeules in (in- 

"7 as - af ning. It were madnefle to loole a thouſand Pound, 

dentizs perce- | tO gainea hundred: much more to looſe ir for no- 

frat. thing, milling of that hoped for hundred. So it is 

herein this deceit. In not ſinning, when wee are 

tempted, there isan vnſpeakeable good: now when 

welinne vpon hope of ſome great good, firſt wee 

looſe thegood of abſtaining from ſinne, of keeping 

our ſelucs pure from that defilement. 

This wee wittingly looſe, Now that great good 
wee thinke to winne by this lofle, is in compariſon 
with this, but as adrammetoa talent. This were 
bad enough one would thinke : Yet here is-not all. 
For beſides the lofle wee purpoſely put our ſclnes 
vito, we looſe alſo that wee hoped to gaine by this 
loſe, both the talent-and the dramme to. As Saol, 
when by his wicked execration, and cruell prohi- 
bition of food to the people, he thoughtto haue fur- 
thered-the viory againſt the Philiſtims, indeed, 
bebindredit, as Tonathan obſcrued: For if the peo- 
ple had not beene out of heart for want of foode 
they might farre more valiantly hauc purſued their 
adverſaries, And fo it farch with vs, as with the 
Dogge inthe Fable, thac letting fall the fleſh thar. 
was in his month;, to catch at the ſhadow thereof, 
loſt both: that he had , and that hee thought to have 
had, bothſubſtance and ſhadow too. For indeed, 
that good which wee procure by finning, is rather 
a ſhadow of good, then any true good. dry 
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doeevill chat good may come thereof 
thing it ſelfe be good , yer to vsit is not goo 
ſiane in procuring it hath altered the nature of it. 
If this were well thought of by ſome, they would 
not ſo deceiue themſclucs, as they doe,in v ling baſe 
(hifts, and indire&, and vnhoneſt courſes, for the 
inriching of their ftate , vpon pretence of doing 
good to the Church , whereto they ſay they ſhall 
thus bee enabled. Iteil ſuch, thar the good which 
thus they doe to the Church, in them is no good, 
but turned into finne. For as in 7e4 itis ſaid, that 
wee may not /ie for God , fo neither may wee op- 
preſſe,defraud,or doc any other euill,cither for God 
or the Church of God. He knowes how to pronide 
for his Churc!) without thee, He will not be honou- 
red with the price ofa dogge, and a whore. He nceds 
notthy vereucs, mich lefſe thy ſinnes, either for his 
ownc glory, or his Churches. Neuer feare, that ei- 


. chongh che 


ther of theſe will fill downe, though they ſeeme 


neuer ſo much to {hake, vnlcſſe chou(as once YzJ4h 
his hand to ſaus the Arke)put vader the prop ofthy 
ſfinne. Burt againſt this deceit for ever remember 
that golden rule of the Apoſtle, We may not doe exill, 
(nonotrhe leaſt ) 1448 good ( though the greateſt ) 
may come thereof. 

The tenth Deceit is, when weetherefore preſume 
to goeon in our ſinnes, becanſe our meaningis, if 
wee may beleeue our hearts, to continve alſo in the 
practice of pgodlinefſe , as it were parting flakes 
berwixt God and the Devill. If our hearts ſhould 
perſwade vs fo to inthrall our felues to ſinne, as 


| wholly to renounce Gods ſeruice, and ſhake off his 


Oar | 


| 


215 


lob I3.7. 


Deur.33.16, 


Rom. 3. 


X. Deceit, vr--; 
ging of our ” 
purpoſe ſtill - 
to continue 
godly. 


| 


50 Te yoake, 


216 


ee eo mn — 


The deceitfulneſſe of man; heart. 


yoake, this would not fo calily bee granted. Bur 


| [now when they beare vs in hand, that till we (ha/] 


continue Gods ſeruants , notwiraſtanding our ſer- 


this, and thinkethis will bee fine, if we can both 
pleaſe God, and our owne naughtie hearts to, This 


of pleaſures ; that for all his pleaſures, hee would 
ſill continue his former exerciſe of piety, But when 
once he bad gone thus farre, to admir of ſugh Gom. 
panions with God, in the ſeruice of his heart, they 
could not long endure Gods partnerſhip, yor yer 
God thcirs, and ſo Salomon at length gaue ouer the 
ſernice of God , and ſerued Idols. Neuer thenlct 


ſociable, godlineſſe and wickednefle. Ir is a hard 
matter to exerciſe two feuerall Trades, much more 


{| twoſuch contrary trades, as theſe rwo. Neuer let 


vs be ſo groſſe,as to thinke wee can reconcile things 


nat ſerue two contrarie Maſters, God and 4 ammoy, 


purpoſcth ill ro continue his z2ale and forward- 
aefle in Religion. But-this is impoſhble. For how 


| can{ucha wortby, Princeſſe as Grace, indure ſuch | 
| rozues for her bed-icllowes,to lodge with her in our | 


hearts, as are Couetouſneſle, Voluptuouſneſle, &c. 
No, Grace muſt haye all, or none. If any finne hauc 


If you will-let ſuch and ſuch gueſts in to hane ſome 


uice performed to {inne, wee quickly apprehend. 


was Salowons deceit, in his firſt declination, when he | 
began ouer-muci to hearken to the inchantments | 


vsthinke that wee can ioyne together things ſoins- | 


altogether irreconcileable, Godand Saihan + yecan- | 


God and: Bacchs., Gedand: Venus, The Mimmonift | 
A3:tereth himſeltcin his worldlineſſe, becauſe hee | 


but,+part, ttmult-haveall.. Loc then notable crafe. |. 


roome, | 


—— 
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: 
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roome , they will notbee any vnquiet neighbours : 
Grace ſhall enioy her roome ſtil], Bur when once 
theyare got in, Graceis ſo annoyed, that ſhee is 
faine to depart preſently. And ſo all falls to their 
(hare. | 

The elexenth Deceitis, when wee fl:ſhandcon- 
frme our {clues in our finnes , becauſe « f ſome hy- 
mane Lawes which may ſceme co favour them. 
Though yer indeed, they onely refierarerthem, and 
not 4/2w them. Thus the common V lurer decei- 
ueth himſelfe z why, the Lawallowes eight inthe 
hundred : yea; but the Law onely ftinte,1nd limits ir 
tocightin the hundred, and ſo farregiues wey roit, 


II — 


for the preuenting of a greater miſchicfe, And this ;|* 


will notbe enough roexcuſe the Viurerin the Conre 
of Conſcience. Thus the lewes deceinedthemſclues in 
the matter oftheir Po/igamy, in hauing-many wiues; 
and inrheir divorces for cuery trifle. They thought 
Moſes.law had allowed them.intheke finnes. Where- 
3s our Sautour ſhewerh, 279ſes onely gaue atollermti- 
on;becauſe of the hardncſſe of their hearts. So fn the 
matter of maintenance for the Miniſterie , many, 
thouph rich &able, yer refuſeto piuzany thing be= 


| cauſe they knuenot thoſe rhings;the riches'whereot 
| thelaw requires for this purpoſe. Yet the law of God 


is plaine, Let him that # taught make him thut teachtth 


; him partaker of -all bi gvoas, Anidagaine,it the Cities , 
| whichthe other Tribesrmu®piuerhe Levites; God | 


would hanethis proportion:tobe kepr;ſuch Tribes 


| 3s had more Cities inzheir inherirance, ſhould part 
wich more: ſuch a»had lefſe wickv ſewer. By thee- | 


quitieef which proportion, thoſerhatarericherare 
| bound. 
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| ſheb4, yethe would not lic with her, but being puri- 
|- fied, accordingtothe Law : And lying with er{d, | 
[his deceirfull-heare made him thinke hee might the | 


| they ſtay an houreby the way ro hearca Sermon, & 


— 


Theaeceit fulneſſe of mans beart. | 


CEO —_ 


bound to giue more tothe Miniſterie, thenthe 
rer. And yet, if this colour of kbumane Law will hoe 
the turne , they may giuelefle. For the poorer may 
baue Tiches payable by che Law , when chericher 
haue none. But Gods Law requires, that according 
© our abilitie, whetheroureſtate be in matters tithe- | 
able,or not, that matecrs not with God wee ſhould 
maintaine the Miniſteric. 

The twelfth Deccitis, whentherefore wee flatter 
our ſclucs in our finne, and thinke wee may well e- 
nough doe it, as long as we keepea moderation in 
ſinning, and doe not laſh out ſo farre as others doe. 
Thus many thinke they need not ſticke to ride vpon 
the Sabaoth , though for trifling, triuiall cauſes , ſo 


doe not wholly ſpend itintrauclling, as ſome doe. 
Thus many beare themſclucs out in their hard and 
vniuſt dealing with the poore , becauſcthey vic not 
all chatcrueltre they mighrt,and that others doc, be- 
cauſe they onely clip off the woos, and not the /ining 
fb : it may bee they take bur halfe the forfciture of 
a band ; it may bethey reſtore balfe ofche worth of 
the pledge, when it is forfeited. Sothecues thinke,if 
| they leaue ſome mony in the trauelierspurſe;and let 
him ſcape with bis life , which was in their hands, 
they are ſo farre from being to bee acculed for their 
ſealing, thatrather they areto bee commended for 
their mercic, and moderation in ficaling. Thus Da- 
#id though he followedbis luſt in lying with B«:b- 


- more 


hart. Ac 


red ett coat 
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 - T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
moreſafely doe it. But this deceit is not heardto be 


diſcouered. Doth David indeed make conſcience of | 


Ceremonial, and yet none of £H974//puritie? Doth 
the Theefe make conſcicnce of leauing one twelue- 
pence in the Traucilers purſe, and none of taking 
many hundreds out of it? So inthe remitting of halfe 
the forſciture, I aske of thee , whether the ſame 
reaſonthat makes thee giue one halfe, ſhould not 
preſſe thee to giue the other alſo, thou having _no 
more right before God to keepe the one part then 
the otber ? 

The thirteenth Deccitis,in wreſting the Scripture 
to make it ſerue our turne. And if once our deceit- 
full hearts can finde the leaſt colour for aur {innes 
there, then runne, wee away with it,and take liberty 
to ſinne boldly. It ſhall not be amiſlc to ſee this in 
ſome particulars. 

x Forlibertie in finning, prophane ones alleadge 
that of Sa/owen; Be not inſt ouer-much.So a man may 
be too forward,and preciſe. And againe,be not wic- 
ked ouer-much- Sothen a man may be wicked mo- 
derately. 

\ Anſw.Theformecr words are not to bevaderſtood 
of trucrighteouſneſle, as though there cauld be too 
much there , but a deuiſed righteouſneſſe of our 
owne , without the Word of God. Sucb as4s that 
ofthe Papiſts in whipping themſclucs. Therefore $4- 
lemonaddes inthe ſame place: Neither bee. tco wiſe, 
Makenotthy ſelfe wiſcrthen God, in preſcribing to 
thy ſelfe a ftriterrighteouſneſſe, then bis word im- + 
poleth vpon thee, VV hat then? is this to cry. downe. 


ded 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


dedin the word ? As torchelattcr words, of nor be- 
ing roo wicked, they doe not giue vs leaue to bee 
wicked in any fort, thovgh ncuer fo lictle, no more 
then rhe Apoſtle, ſaying, Let nor ſinnerargne, doth 
thereby giue liberty rovs, thacſinne may be tolera- 
ted, ſy it raigne nor; or thenhee doth, when hee 
ſayes, Let not the Sunxe goe downe vpon your wrath, 
thereby giue libertie to be angry cill the Sunne bee 
ſec. But as there the meaning is, that if it be ſo, thar 
wee cannot wholly bee freefrom raſhanger (which 


were tobe withed)yer we ſhcu'd not nouriſhit, but | 


labour wich all ſpeed to quench it * ſo alſo here,thar 
if itbce ſo wee cannot altogether bee free from the 
taint of wickedneſlc, yerthat wee ſhould keepe our 
ſelaes from laſhing out into the excefle thereof, as 
the common ſort doe, no further arc the words to 
be ſtretched. | 

2. For continuing impenitently in rheir {ins they 


allca 1gethat of Salomon, The inſt man falleth ſein 


times a day, and riſeth againe, Which is to be vnder- 
ſtood of his falling into «fi/10n , and not into ſire. 
Solikewiſc they vrge that of Ezekiel, At what time 
ſoener a finner repents, ec. But they forgarthat of $. 
Anſten, He which gizeth pardon to therepenter, doth 
n0t alwayes gine repentance t0the ſinner. 

3. For mixt dancing of mcnand women, thatof 
Salomon, Therewatime to dance. Anſm. Salomon 
ſpeaks not of ſuch things as we ought to do, or may 
doeyby the commendement or permiſſion of God, but 
of ſuch things, as fall out, and come to paſſe by the 


pronidence and decree of God: There i an eppointed| 
ztme,namely,in Godscternall decree,for encry thing, | 
- © namely, | 


you 


BEN 
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namely the falls our , cuery, either croſle, or plea- 
' fingaccident z for otherwiſe there is no ſuch time, 


wherein we are bound tothrow away that we haue, 


 ſoas weareto keepe and getir, 


4. For vſury,that in the parable, hy did/t then not 
put it forth tothe exchangers, that 1 might haue mine 
owne withvantage? Anſw. Grant that this be ſpoken 
in alluſion to the practiſe of common and cruel! 


vſurers, yetthe Scripture doth no more allow ofthe | 


common trade of vſury by borrowing a ſimilitude 
ofthem, then of iniuſtice inthe parable of the thee- 


| uiſh ſteward ; or of theft,in ſaying, Chriſt ſhall come 


as 4 theefe inthe nicht, or of the Heathens Olym- 
picke games, in comparingthe praiſe of Chriſtia- 


| nity,to thoſe races yz or of dancing in that paraboli- 


call ſpeech,we have piped, end ye hane not danced;or of 


| charmes and incantations,inlikening the wicked to 


the deefe Adder, which beareth nos the voyce of the 
inchanter. 
5. For fornication,that it is indifferent,the words 


: of the counſcll, 49s. 15.ioyning fornication, and 


conlortingit with things indifferent, viz. b/ovdand 
tbings ſtrangled, | | 


Anſw. The reaſon of that coniunRion was the gee | 


| nerall accountthat thoſe times made of fornication, | ; 


notthe counſels owneopinion. | 
-..6. For dcfiling , at the leaſt the out-ward man 


readthus, God be mercifull vnto. me, for 1 have. gone 
znio 


 —————_— 


| 


| withidoiatry.Naamens petition,Gedbe merciful on- 
to me when Icome intothe houſe of Rimmon,: with the | 
- Prophetsanſwerc, Goe iupeace, Anſw. The words in 
| the originall,as ſome learned haue obſerued, may be 
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inſothe houſeof Rimm on, (0 that Nemen now purpo- 


————_ 
— 


ling wholy tocleaue to the true God ,' craucs par- 


don for that which he had done; no /eaer, for that 


he was to doe. TI he. word is vſcd inthe ſame man- | 
| nerinche inſcription ofrwo Pſalmes rogether:Inthe 
| Ft. Palme, 4 Pſalme of Danid, after the Prophet Na- 

than tame tos him : Forhecdid not make the Pſame, 


tillafter he had becne with him. So in 52, Pſalme, 


| 4 Palme of Danta,after that Doeg came , and ſhewed. 
| Saul,efe,. AniPſalme.54. After the Ziphims came, * 
- 7. For a lawleſſe liberty to deale with our owne 

thingsas weeliſt, that inthe Parable, May 7 nor dee | 


with mine owne 45 1 liſt ? Anſs. It is Gods ſpeech, 
and bis peculiar priniledge, not thine, who haft no- 


thing ſimply chine owne. TaLBnt 
8. For temporiting and framing of our ſelues to. 


all companies,that ofthe Apoſtle, Y»ro the lewes Ibe- 
came 4s 4 lewore. Anſ. The Apoftle became asa I:w 
tothe Tewes,and as a Gentile to the Gentiles, notin 


conforming himſelfe to any of their impieties, for : 


hee neuer ſacrificed to the Gentile Gods, to make 
himſelfe as one without the Law,to them that were 
without the Law ; but, 1.in the vſc ofthingsindiffe- 


rent, 2. in a mercifull compoflion rowards them, 


renderly carninginhis bowels ouer their ſoules; not 
in a crafty counterfeiting of their faſhions» He be- 
commeth asa fickemanto rhe. ficke, nor rhar fei- 
nah himfeifers be ficke ofthe ſame difeaſe, bur that 
miniftrethwnto him, and with a bemoning minde, 
thinketh what he would beglad others ſhould doto 
him being'iſicke, and docs the fame to his brother. 


| Diners ſuch like wringings of Scripture might bee 


inſtan- | 


— 
o 
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of the deceitfulneſle of our hearts in this kinde. 
' Thel/aft deceit is, the inuentingofinuafions, how. 
roclude ſuch arguments, whether from the Serip- 
ture,or from ſound reaſon, as makeagainſt our ſin. 
To ſhew this in ſome particulars. YE: 
1 When wceplucke and pinchthe long haire of 
ruffi1ns with that pregnant text, 1# s 4 ſhame for 4 
man 10 weare long haire ; Nature it ſelfe teacheth it. 


ſuch haire that is as long. as womens:: But. as it is 
faid of the Pharifies , thar their PhilaFerics were 


may be ſaid of theſe men, their 4aire is long , but 
their expoſition of this Scripture” is ſhort , whiles 


the haire atlarge, onely to ſuch a kinde 'of nourith- 
ing as women vie, that letic grow downe to their 


chang, nouriſhers of their haires 'whoyet/Thopedid 
not weare their haire fo long as women, rhat they 
 werefaineto bindeitvp. Thus in ſtead of clipping 
their haire, theyclipthe Scripture. _ 

2 Thel:ke ſhifc is that which is vſed to decline 
the ſtroke of Devr. 22.againſt tage-players, wherethe 
man that putteth on womans apparell is ſaid to be 
an abominationts the Lord: A fearctull thunder-bolt; 
Butloc athicket, which fome of Adams ſonncs hane 
found to hidethemſelues from this thunderingvoice 
of the Lord ; and chatis a corrupting gloſle, which 
interprets it of ſuch onely, that weare womens ap- 


Yea. 


Mm 


inſtanced in. But theſc are enough togiue vs a ſay 


Anſwereis made, that itis onely to be vnderſtood of - 
broed, butthe expoſitions of the 'Law narrow; fo it. 


they reſtrainethe word, which fignifiethronouriſh 


| 


feere, Homer viing the-Apoſtles word, cals theGre- | - 


 parell ordinarily , and dily,fo as womey victo doe. | 


ny 
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| ___<220 .T be deceitfulneſſe of mans beart, 
Yeazbutthe words topur on, and it cannor. be de- | 
nicd but players pur: itod: when they at womens 
parts: And theiſame ward is v ſed of D «vids putting 
a _ armour , who yer put ic off againe prc-! 
ently. - | 
a laſtly , not toexcecd in multitude of ex- 
amples, whenthe negligence of Paltors is checked 
with that expreſſe commandement, feede ihe flocke ;, 
that is, ſaich the deceitfull heart, eicher by thy ſelfe 
or by another: And yet Chriſt biddeth Pezer if hee 
| Joue bim, andas heloues him, to feede his ſheepe. 
| | Looke then how thou art ro loue Chriſt,ſo thou art 
| tofeede his ſheepe: If rhou thinkeſt it enough to 
| loue Chriſt by a deputy, then maiſtthou allo ſately 
| | thinke it enough to feed his ſheepeby a deputy. 
| -' It might be ſhewed'in many other things beſides, 
- | how full of ſubtilland ſopbilticall wit our hearts axe 
| in coyning of diſtintions , and deuifing ſhifts to | 
Odio reftringa- | I eltraine batr edr,ayrhey call them 2 tharis, the com- | 
q [> auores an- | tnandemients chatmake againſt chem : But the que- 
wo Ron is, whether theſe diſtinions will goe for cur- 
rant, or no, before God. In theſe calcs it is beſt ro | 
takethat which is ſureſt, and freeſt from danger. No | 
[— ang of linnecan there be, in never putting | 
on of womens a8pparell, in wearing our hayrteinthe | 
ordinary'ſhortnes, in fecding the flocke in our owne 
perſons. Butthe other matters arc doubtfull & que- 
ſtionable. Take heede therefore, leaſt on thy deaths | 
bed,thou makethis doubt: O what if that were not 
the meaning of that place, fecd the flacke, thatis, ci- 
ther by thy {clfe, or by thy ſubſtitute? How if Chriſt | 


K2-| mcaneonely feeding by.our ſelues, in our one Per- | 
E þ 1, ons? } 
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tons? How then? Who feeth not, that when death 
commeth, then ail our quirkes of wit, whereby wee 
ſoothed our (clues tn our finnes , vaniſh away as 
ſmoke? Venter not then toleane vpon ſuch broken 
ſtaues, which will ſurely faile thee in thy greateſt 
need. 


Cnae. XVII. 


Senen deceits of the heart in perſwading to 
the oiſcienof good, | 


SD Auing ſpoken of the deceits of our hearts 
y B12 1 in pcrſwading to the commiſſion of enil, 
) 5  icrcmayneth” chat wee proceed to their 
"TY ” deceits in perſwading to the omifion of 
that which is Good. And they are ſpecially ſcaep. 
The firfis, when , as before the foule and vgly 
face of finne was paintcd with the faire colours of 
vertue and holineſſe:fo here, contrarily, the beauti- 
full face of vertue is all to bee ſlurred and ſmeared 


with the blacke ſoot of thoſe vices, which ſeeme to | 


haue fome'affinitie with ie, Thus conſcience of linne 
is traduced as preciſe niceneſlc and necdlefle (crue 
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rhe 


| 


puloſicie; obcdience to Gods Lawes is thought the 
baſcſt bondage, ?/al.2, Tuſt ſcuerity hearcs i} , vn- 
der the name of mercileſſe cruchty. Zeale is cenſu-, 


ww 


red for hypocriſie,raſhnefle, madnefle. Patience for 
| ſtupiditic,and cowardize, Humilicy for baſencfle of 
Q_ 


minde, 
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| minde:wiſedomefor craft. And ſo are many excel- 
| lent graces and-workes diſcredited with vs, and wee 


brought out of loue, and liking with them. 1a: 
diſgraced the iuſt and honorable liberalitic of Mary, 
in-breaking the box of ointment on our Sauiovr, as 
too profuſe & riotous a waſt. The Tewes taxed 1ohns 
ſcuearer granity as diabolicall, and Chriſts gentler af+ 
fability as Epicareall, and ſauouring ot licentiouſnes, 
Abaz counted truſtingon God to bee tempting of 


him. And the Papiſts ſlaunder Marriage, as an vn- | 


clcane and fleſhly worke, Hercin vertue fares much 


like her followers, who neucr could bee free from | 
thoſcaſperſions, &imputations, which ofall others | 


they leaſt deſcrued. Bur, as the wicked, to bring 


the godly into hatred, hauc always raiſed vp flaun- | 


derous reports of them, thar they arc thus and thus, 
(as of the Chriſtians in the Primitive Church,. that 


| they were encmics to the Emperours, praQtiſcrs of 


vncleanneſle in their meetings , &c.) when indeed 


they are nothing l«fle;{o doe our hearts craftily mif- |. 


informe vs of vertue, andas qncethey of the Hugo- 


nites, tell vs terrible things of it, to bring vs quite | 


out of conceit withit.. 

The ſecond is, when our hearts would onely ob- 
taine thus much of vs, to remit bur a li:tle of our 
forwardneſle and zcale, as inthe Rtritobſcruation 
of the Sabbath and other ſuch 1tke duties. For by 


this meanes, as-incommirting of {inne thedeceit of | 


our hcarts was, to bring vs froma /zitteto much : fo 


. heere, from a /::/eto nothing arall,that by litcleand | 
fietle degenrating, at thelengrh wee mighe bee quite 
ſript and cmpticd of all goodnefle. A fearcfull | 
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T hedeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


example whereof the Church of Epteſws yeelderhs 
whole litcle abatement of che feruour of her firſt 
loue, made way to the remouall of her golden Can- 
dleſticke, and foro the bringing in of that fearetull 
and farall darkneſſe wherein her former ſo glorious 
and {hining a light was wholly extinguiſhed, Our 
wiſdome therefore in ſtanding out againſt our owne 
hearts, and the Deuill , with whom they conſpire, 
muſt be like to that of 27oſes in ſtanding out againſt 
Pharaoh, not to yceld ſo much as a hoofe; It we doe, 
ourcale in the end will be the ſame wich them, thar 
yeeld all ar once, and at the firſt daſh wholly fall a- 
way. Itmatrers not greatly to Sachan , inthe Spiri- 
tuall ſhipwracke, whether the Ship be ſuddenly caſt 
away by ſome violent tempeſt, or bee drowned by 
degrees, the water getting in by little and lirtlear 
ſome little hole, Lingring conſumptions bring death 
as well as the violent burning feauers. Hee that 5 
careleſſe tn his buſineſſe, ſaith Salomon , ts brother to 
the waſter , and will ſurely come to pouctty in the 
end. This is trne alſo ſpiritually. If once we begin to 
(lacke of our care and watchfulnefſe, and beginne 
rogrow cold and carelcſle, and to carrie our ſelues 
remiſſely in Religion,we [hal quickly comeintothe 
ſame caſe with them that waſte and hauocke all con- 
ſcience at once. Since therefore this is the Deuils 


craft, and our owne hearts together, not toſet vpon | 


our whole treaſure and ſtore at once , bur here a 
ſnatch,and therea ſnatch,till by lictle and lictle, they 
haue exhavſted vs, like Nabachadnezzar inth=:ſpolz 
of the Temple, firſt taking away one partof the fur- 
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 ſexndamic infir- 
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latimlibexier 
adyertimus ? 


III, Deceit, | 


ſeucring of the 
pl:aſure of 
godlines,from 
rhe trouble. 


Pſal73.13. 


ys A ts, 


Hom.1 5e1d pop. 
| Antioch.in five. | 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heavt, 


faſt our owne, and not to lcr goe the leaſt parcell 
thereof. For ifoncea breach bee mad-in vpan vs, 


and but ſome lictle taken away, wee cannot but bee 
weakned thereby, and olic open to further danger. | 
How of ten, ſaith Auſten,* hauing ar firft but tolerarcd 


& gf thoſe which tell idle tales, leſt we ſhould offend 
&© the weake, afterwards by little and little have we 
«© come willingly to liſten vnto them? If once wee 
become luke-warme, wee arc fo anch the fitter to 


become colde, and then to freeze ? If we ſuffer zcale 
to coole, quickly wee {hall come toreſt in the out» 


ward performance of religious exerciſes, without a- 
ny ſenſc of thequickning life and power of godlines 
in them,andat length we ſhall procced on,trom this 
dead ſenſeleſacile,to open prophaneneſic, and con- 
tempt of all goodneſſe, Vithitand thea the firſt be. 


 ginnings of declining. 


The third is, when the pleaſure, comfort, and rc- 
ward of godlineſlc is ſeuered from the toyle, trouble 
and aflition that waitcs vpon it. As, contrarily 1n 
{inne,our harts cunningly abſtracted the paine from 
the pleaſure, This deceit ſometimes prevailes with 
the godly;as with David, when conſidering the pre- 
ſent affliions of the godly, he cries out, / bave wa- 
ſhed n:ine bands in innecency in vaine. But morecom- 
monly with the men of this word, when they heare 
that hard ſaying, 1f any man will line godly, be maſt 
faffer perſceution,and if avy man will be my diſcipleghe 
muſt forſake all, father,mother,lands,liuing, & life it 
ſclte. But bere Chryſoſtome giues vs an excellent rule, 
that whenin any good thing to bee done for Gods 
cauſe, there ſecmes to-be loſſe, we ſhould notonley 

| Tooke 
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| lookerotheloſſe, but tothe gaine allo, incloſedin 
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The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| 


-this loſſe. Art thou to giue almes , and doth theex- 
penſe of money trouble thee ? Conſider alſo there- 
curne and increaſe of that which thou cxpendeſt. 


| Haſt thou loſt anything in thy outward eſtate? Gine 


thankesto God; and coniider not the griefe which 
thy loſſe,butthe io and comfort which thy thank(- 
giving affordeth thee, Act thou reuiled, and repro- 
ched? Beare it with a good ſpirit, and thou haſt 
morecauſ: to glory in thy patzence,then to grieue in 
thy reproch. We ſcethe Huſbandman conſiders not 
the ſowing inteares, but his harueſt, bis reaping in 
toy : The Filherman lookes not rorhe caſting in of 
the Net, but to rhe draught; nor the Merchancto his 


ſ»muſt we, not ſo muchlooke to our lofles, croſles, 
affl; tions,asit were the (Bowring and lowring ſced- 
time, but to our reaping-time,our harueſt, the com- 
ming ofour Sauiour,theblaſt of the trumpet, the ex- 


{ Sea-voyage, bur omnekſoke of his merchandize: 


| ding glory prepared for vs. With Hoſes wee mult 


looke to the recompence of reward,and the cternall 
waight of the crowne, muſtwaigh downe with vs the 
lightand momentany waight of the crofſe - Apd as 


but feeling allo of the paines, when ſeeing oncly 
tickling pleaſures, preſents ic ſelfe : ſoin obedicnce, 
of the pleaſure, when nothing ſhewes it ſelfe to the 
outward cie, bur paine & trouble. Ifchus we can do, 
and truly conioyncthoſe things whichour cunning 


rebuke 


Q 3 


inſinne wee (hould hauca- fore, nor ſeeing onely, | 


— 


hearts fraudulently ſurider,the crowne of thor nes and | 
the crowne of glory,Golgatha and Caluary,co-ſtffering, | 
& c0-reigning with Chriſt; then ſhall we accountthe | 
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T he deceitfalneſſeof mans heart. 


rebuke of Chriſt a matter of incouragement, yea, a 
greater attraRine vnte godlincſle, then all the trea- 
fures of Egypt. For the lefle our reward is heere 
with men, thegreater may we aſſure our ſelues ſhall 
it bee hereafter with Gcd. For if acruell man haye 
fo much good nature, as to ſee the paines which o- 
thers have taken for him,to be recompenced:thinke 
we that the God of mercy can ſuffer them to goe vn. 
rewarded of him,that hauc fuftred ſo much for him? 

Yea, butin preſent thou ſaift thou ſeeſt and feelef 


— 


| nothing but paines, puniſhments, troubles, and tri- 


bulations. Firſt, this is not ſo: Much comfort, and 
ſweetneſſe of delighr is there inthe very at of obe- 
dience,in regard of the peace and joy of conſciences 
as contrarily much torture, and terrour inthe very 
aQof ſinnirg: for here, even inlavghing,the heart 
is ſorrowfull, as in the way of obedience, eucn in 
mourning the heartis light andchiearcfull.In which 
regard, though there were no heaven, nor future 
reward of glory, yet the godly life, withall che tro. 


bles thereof; were to bee preferred before the finfull, 


with-all. it pleaſures ; onely becauſe of the ſiveete 
quictandcontentment of an vnguiitie conſcience : 
whereasthe wicked have a tormentor wichin,a ſelfe- 
condemning conſcience; The mud and mire of 
which raging Sea, troubleth and diſtempererhthe 
pleaſures of finne, which yet, if votronbled;(ſhould 
laſt but for aſcaſon , having a moſt miferable ſlice 


' ceſlour to follow , cndlefſe and remedileſſe ſor- 


ww. So quickly in ſinne doth the pleaſure fide 


{ and vaniſh , leauing behind ir perpetualt paine 


whereas in obedience , contrarily , the paine is 


trans. 
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| of the g/orie; firſt of the /aboar, then of the reward; 
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_ | ward, when hecomes to age, heetels him of his in- 
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. Theatceitfalneſſe of mans heart. 


not relling vs of the afterc/aps. But now in obedi- 


 1n dealeasa Father with his childe? And will a Fa- | 


—— —_— 


cranfient, the pleaſure eternally permanent. 


—C 4 


Now that in obedience, fiiſt thou heareſt and fee. | 


leſt of the worſt, and the better is re&rucd for the 
time tocome ;z this oughtthe rathewto harten thee 
thereumo; as beingan argument that there is no 
deceit which heere thou needelt to feare. For where 
deceiris meant,there the beſt things,thatmay tickle 
and tempt vs are ſhewed, the worſt are concealed 
till afterward: As for example, thoſe that ſteale a- 
way children, doe nottell them of rods and ſtripes, 
bur of plummes, apples, cakes, babies, hobbie-hor- 
ſes, and fuch like knacks, that vſe to plcale children; 
And then having thus caughtthem, the poore chil- 
dren afterward fecle much woe and miſcrie : ſoin 
catching of birds and fiſhes, their daily food that 
they delight in,is ſhewed them,the ſnare,the hooke 


they fecle afterward: And thus doe our hearts,as we | 


ſhewed,deceiue vs,in perſwading vs to finne,by ob- 
ieting to our ſenſes theplealurable delights therof, 


ence, the word of Gad firſt rels vs ofthe gr/efe,then 


firſt of che zeares, then of the wiping handkercher ; 
firſt ofthe race, then of the gar/and; firſt of the fiehr, 
then of the k:7gdowe. Is not this plaine dealing,toler 
vs know the worſt before hand? Dorh not God here 


ther coozen and circumuent his owne childe ? No. 
And yetfirſt, in his chithood, hetelshim of the ſe- 


| 


ucre Schoole-maſter, ofthe ſwindging rods, of the 
hard feruler, and of Tuchlike terrible things : Afeer- 
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| I V. Deceir, 
remembrance 
| that by-paſt 


doletull darkneſfe of the night , wee ſhall end in the | 


oyfull, 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, 


herirance, and pafſeth it ouer to him, Lo then —| 
| aſtranee deceit this is, for our hearts to make vs be- | 


lecue thatto be an argument of Gods decciuing vs, 
which is ſo cleare an cnidence of his faithfulneſle. If 


now wee were told onely of pleaſures and delights, | 
| wee might ſulpeRdeccit , and feare there would be 
nonein theend': Bur now hearing nothing bur of | 


the Croſle, of Gall and Wormewood, wee may the 
more perſwadedly aflurc our ſelucs, that the Wine 
and Honey will come, and that beginning withthe 


toyfull light of the day; Vhere ioy hath the begin- 
ning, there feare of griefe makes our ioy grieuous; 
wheregricfe, there hope of ioy makes our griefe 


T he foarthis, from the remembrance of that good 
which we havealready done: Whereupon we falſly 
inferretbat wee may now fir downe, and reſt vs a 
while, as having done enough for our parts. This 
ſcemesto hauc beene 7ehues deceir : Hee thought it 
enough hee had deſtroyed 44adbs his poſteritie, and | 
[dols: He thought this a great matter; and therefore 
that the doing ofthis might well excuſe him, for the 
not deſtroying of /er0boamms Calues : Bur Part had 
donefarre more,and yet forgat that which was paſt, | 
and ſtill preſſed rowardsthe Mark,notwithſtanding ' 
hee had ſo happily combared with his corruption, | 
that he could fay, 1 4 crncified 10 the world, and ihe 


AG 


worldto me, yet hee ſtill continued beating downe bu |. 
bodie: So Timothy,though ararc man for mortifica- |. 
tron , yet continued ſtill in the vic of ſuch ſeucre | 
bid | 


f 


abftincnce,thar Puw! was faine toſtay him, and 


_ 


him | 
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| T he deceisfulneſſe of mans bears. 
 bimdrinke no longer water. But marke heere the 
deceitof our hearts in turning the purre intoa bri- 
dic: For there cannot bea more forcible inticement 
' to proceeding on ingrace, then from our owne be- 
ginnings, and former praQice: All loſt, if wee gine 
 ouer before the race be fully run out, Wherefore S. 
Paul perlwades Philemos to {hew mercy to Oneſi- 
mms , by reaſon of his former praQice of that grace 
towards others;for having ſaid, Wehane great ioy & 
| conſolation in thy loue : For by thee,brother, the Sain:s 
bowels are refreſhed ; hee inferreth preſently this: 
Wherefore I beſeech thee for my {anne Oneſimus + Re- 
freſh thou his bowels, as thou haſt done others of 
the Saints: Still hold out in the exerciſe oftbis grace, 
chat thou may recciuc a full reward. In like man- 
ner-hereaſonerth with the Corinthians, As yee hawe— 
abounded in loue and knowledge, &c. ſo ſee yee abound 
in thi grace (ot Libcrality ) «ſo. Wee contrarily, 
thinke our abundance inſome graces may diſpenſe 
with our defe&s in other. Bur as in the Parable of 
the loſt ſheepe , the ſhepheard leaucth the ſheepe 
he hath,and ſecketh out that he wants;ſo ſhould we 
heere, inourchoughbes, ar leaſt, Icaue thoſe graces 
thou haſt ; doe nor ſoſtand thinking of them, that 
thou ſkouldſt negle& that which thou khaft not. In 

the parts of our bodies, none ſo fooliſh as to reaſon, 

no matter for the wanrof mine eye, becauſe | hauc 

earcs, noſe, &c. No ſouldier ſo ſcn/elefſe, as to lay, 

no mattcr for a head-peece, becar ſe-I hauc abreſt- 

plate : In the furniſhing of our houſes if one onely 


HT 


ornament be wanting, wee doe notthinke the want 
made vp inthe reſt which we have , bur contrarily, | 
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Phil.8.9, 


expounded, 


2.Cor 8.7. 
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; then himſelfe, heisaneye-ſore; As long as he ſces 
| him, he thinkes himſelfe poore. So the runner in a 
| race,haſtens his pace by looking to thoſe before,not 


| ſhould werachercaſt oureyes vpon thoſe thatare of 


make more haſt in our tourney. 


| curing of good. This is the deceit ofthe Papiſts, in 
26:44 5 


The deceit fulneſſe of mans beart. | 


that wee ought ſomuch-the rather to prouide that 
which is wanting, becauſc of thoſe we hauc. Inrun- | 
ning ofraces , the people hallow and ſhout nor to 
the hindermoſt;bur ro the forcmoſt, that are neereſt 
the Goale: Thelike hartening ſhould wegiue to our 
ſclues-, the neerer wee approach to the end of the 
Chriſtian race. _ | 
The fift is, from comparing our ſclues with 0- | 
chers chatare worle, as the Phariltecomparcd him- 
ſelfe with the Publican : Hence wee gather, tharas | 
longas we have others farre behinde vs, we need not | 
ſo beſtirre vs. This deceit is like that of che Drapers, 
that commend a Karley by laying ittoa Rug. Well, 
inorherthings, we doe not ſodeceiuc our ſelnes. A 
man of ſome competencic in his outward eſtate, if 
he ſee a beggar tharhath nothing, will notthercup- 
on conclude that heis rich enough, and neede ſecke 
for no more: No, but ifthere be but onericher man | 


ſlackens it by looking backe to thole behind: So 


ereatercminency in grace thenourſelues, and chen 
hangdowneour heads,andconer ourfaces in ſhame 
toſce what w1hing wee are, andthen putto the ſpur 
ro this4ull iade, our naughtiefleſh , that wee may 


- Theſixtis, when-we abfſtaine from good, vnder 
pretcnce of auoiding euill; which anſweres to that | 
deceit in the former kind, of doing euill for the pro- 


nor. 
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have ileights to looſe a double knot, both ofa com 


.mandement and vow ro; much more then a fingle 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
not ſuffering the Scriptures to bee read of the com- 
mon people, becauſe of the hurt that may come of ir. 
Anſten makes mention of ſome, thatnegleRed the 
meanes of knowledge, becauſe knowledge paſſerh vp; 
and ſo would be ignorant, that they might be hum- 
ble;& want knowledge, that they might want pr ze: | 
Sethe Philoſopher plucked out his eyes to auoide 
the danger of vncleannes. But we muſt learne,neuer 


hurtfull,nor to embrace exe//, though nenzr(o profe- 
table. Hurtfull good is more proficable, then profi- 


| 
tablceuill. 


Of another deceit in the ſame tinde. 
d Acre remaineth ycron2 deceit more in this 


Cray. 


kind, for which, it being ſojncthing more 
© large, wee haue reſerned this Chapter, 
Vw: Andrthatisthe inventing of falſe reaſons 
to detaine our ſe]ues from performance of quetic : 
For even in ſbch ducties , whereto wee haue bound 
our ſelues by vow, wee will yer goe about to ſlip 
the collar., and'to vntic the knot ; which Salomen 


imimareth in that Proverbe : 17 #4 ſnare after the | 


vow 10 inquire , namely , colourable reaſon to. | 


elude our vow : Much more then will our de 
ceitfuil hearts doe the like for thoſe duties, whereto 
weare tied by Gods Commandements : For if they 


| rurſns ſunt qui- 


In P/al.130.Sed 


dam homines, 
qui cur audie- 
rint quia khumis 
les effe debent, 
demittunt ſe, 
nibil volunt 
diſtere, putan- 
tes quia fi aliqui 
didicerunt, 
ſuper-bierunt ,& 
2 ſolo late re» 
manent, 
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in ſome parciculars ; Many, when called tothe Sup- 
per of the Lord, pretend their want of preparation 
and vnficneſle,by reaſon they arenotin charity with 
their brethren. Anotable deceit! For why doc they 
not vpon the ſame grounds refuſe to pray alſo, be- 
cauſe loue and vnitie areas well required heere, as 


forgine vs, as we forgine, &c.V hen,inthe publique 
reformation of Religion, vnder Ezekiah there was 
ſome backwardneflt in the Pricſts and Leuires, and 
they happily, with the ſluggard, were ready to hold 
che hand in the boſome, and tocry, A Lyon isin 
the way: This innouation will be dangerous z wee 
darenot be ſeeneinit:; Exckiah (as after him <Ami- 
lizs Pauls, Conſul, when no body elle durſt, him- 
ſelfc ran in with a hatchet into theTemple of Serapss, 
the demoliſhing whereof the Senate had decreed) 
began firſt himſelfe, and awaketb thoſe fluggards 
with theſe words: 0 be not deceined my Sonnes; God 
hath cheſen you,&c. As if he ſhould ſay, I know your 
hearts arc cunning and deceitfull enough to ſug- 
geſt falſe reaſons, to diſcourage you, but harken not 
vntothem : doe your durie. So alſo in the mainte- 
nance of the Miniſterie becauſe of the many vaine 
ſhifts which men haue for their baſe and illiberall 
dealing with vs, ſaying ; Weliueidly, and doe no- 
thing but ſpeake a few words,&c. Therefore S. Pal 
having cxhorted the Ga/arbsars tothis dutic,to take 


God i mot mocked : Thereby (hewing, that asin di- 


oe. 


uers other things, the deceitfulnefle of our hearts 


away all their wittiecxcuſes, addes, Be not deceined, 


! 


inthe Sacrament; yea, a ſincere profeſſion of it, 


ſhewes | 
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T he deceirfulneſſe of ans heart. 


| reaſons to ſatisfie & beare qutthemſclues inthe neg- 
let ofduties commanded by the word of God, And 
as the deceit is in the people, in denying the Mini- 
ſterhis dues , ſo alſoin the Miniſter in denying the 
peopletheirs,thedue, namely,of ſpiritual inſpeRtion 
and inſtruction. For here ſome pretend, thatfor a 
' while they with-draw themſclues, that they might 
follow thcir Rudies in the Vniuerfitic , and fo bee 
the better fitted for their charge- When yer Tim- 
thy torthe Churches behofe, forſooke Panls com: 
pany, his deare Mafter, with whom if he bad abade 
fill, negleRing the Church, hee wanted not this 
pretence, that hee did it to furniſh himſclfe with 
greater ſtore of knowledge. For Paul might haue 
beenein Readof many Vniucrfitiesto bim.Soin the 


| the wantofit z Ohyif 1 had deſerued ir, I could haue 
borne jt: VWhereas Peter ſhewes, that we ought ſo 
muchthe rather to bee patient , when the cuill wee 
ſuffer is vndeſerued , becauſe then patience is moſt 
| prayſe-worthy,when itis moſt prouoked. Andi iiu- 


fides that, in vndeſerued evils, we bave the conſci- 
ence of our owne innoceney, to comfort vs in that 
griefe, which the ſmart of che euill bringeth. All 


l— k4 


ſhewesit felfe,ſo in this, namely, the forging of idle 


matter of patience, this is an vſvall ſhift to exculc } 


ries doemore prouoke patience, then deſerts. Be-- 


whichcomfort is wanting, when the euil is deſcrued. 


Andlafly, in the duty of liberalitie, how witty and 
craftic doe men ſhew themlclucs,in deviſing reaſons 
to faue. their purſes ? As that they haue charges of 
their owne, they know not what necd they may 


jr OI 
——— 


{-cometothemſclues,and divers ſuch like. And he nice | 
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2:Cor.s.2; 


:} x. Shift, from 
{ nor doing 


euill. 
ſ 


Math.3,xo. 


1 Math.z5.30, 


' 


Math. 25.42. 


k itis,the Greeke word, which the Apoſtle ſerteth ou* 


Liberality by , ſignifieth Si-plicitre, in oppolition 
ro ther craftic and wittie wilinefſe chatisin the Co- 


| netous, to defend themfelues from the danger as 


they thinke of liberalitie. 
Bur to omit theſe particular inſtances, waich are 


infinite; chereare five more generall and common 


ſhifts, which menvſe, toauoidcthe practice ofgod- 
linefle. Rae 

1 Ofthoſe whoſe religion and diuinity is wholly 
negatine:Whothinke itis enough they doe no hurt, 
andthat irgreatlymatrers not for doing good , ſo 
they doe no cuill. Bur rheſe muſt remember, that 
euery tree that bringethnot forth good fruit (forall it 
brings forthno bad) /be{/ bee cnt downe for the fire. 
That theſeruant,thardoth not imploy,and increaſe 
his talent (for all he returnes it ſafe and ſound to his 
Maſter) ſhall be bound hand and foot, and caſt into 
vtterdarkneſle. That many who neuer plucked ei- 
ther meate from Chriſts mouth , or apparel! from 
his backe, nor with the wicked perſecutors impri- 
ſoned him, and made him icke, ſhall yet be condem- 
ned, for that they gaue him no meate, being hungry, 
nor apparcll,being naked,nor viſited him,in his1m- 
priſonment and ficknefle. That they themſclues 
would nor like of the like excuſe in their idle & nep- 
ligent ſ:ruants , 'neither wouldthey thinke ir a ſufh- 
cicnt pleafor them to ſay , wee haue not ſer your 
houſe on fire, or pfotted with theeues againſt you, 


| &c. Befides that theſe deceive themſeJues in think- 


ing they can abſtaine from evill, in doing no good. 


Whereas in Chrifts account, not to gather, isto 


ſcarrer; 


| 


cs 


mand Awe a 
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ſcarter.; not to doe good, when we ought, is to doc 
hurt; not to ſauc life, when we-may, is to deſtroy it, 
And therefore, being challenged by the Phariſces for 
curing a ficke man on the Sabaoth, his defence was, 
Whether is it better 10 doe good or emillonthe Sabaoth,to 
ſave the life, or to kill? And {o in Salomens account, 
he that keIpes not his brother in his need, is a deſpi- 
ſer, a hater, and ſo a murtherer of him. _ 

Second ſhift is of delayers, and procraſtinatours; 
who'ſay the time is not yer come forthemto beeſo 
graue, and godly. Hereafter they will-repent , and 
reforme their waycs. So ſaid the ewes for the buil- 
ding of the materiall temple, The 11m7e #5 1104 yet come 
and the like doe many of vs ſay, for the building of 
the ſpiritualltemple of Chriſt in our hearts. Deceit- 
fully we,as welF as they: forthe reaſon of repentance. 
is not the time to come, but the very inſtant wherein 


Marke 3.4. _ 


Pro.14:10,31. 


3. Shift, from ' 
purpoſes for 
thetimeto 
COME. 


Hao, 1.2. 
T3 pus. 


we liue.Behold now the accepted time: behold now | 
the day of ſaluation. To day , whilcft it iscalled to 
day, harden nor your hearts: For wee are certaine 
ofthis oncly, and not of any more, hecauſcour lite 
15 notin our owne hands, burin Gods;whbo ina mo- 
mentcan takeit away. Butſlay that,as once Ecetiah, | 
thou hadſt a leaſe of thy life far. ſome certaine ſpace 
of yeares, yet ſtill the deceit ſhould be the ſamnc; for 
though thy like maycotinue longer, yeehow knoweſt 


thou tharGods call alſo will til concinuetor ifthat | 


doe, whether he will give thee his grace to anſwere 
vnto it, who haſt alreadie ſo contempruouſly rcie- 
edit? Aſſure thy ſelfe, hee that will not be.fit. for 
God to day, will be lefſe fit tomorrow. For hercin 


ſpecially is the de<cetiulneſle of ſinne; to bee ſcene | 


Ifay 49«2« 
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| naked ſwords drawne, and alreadie tab thee. Andis 
ep el 


|xharftill chelonger it continacth with vs,the greater 


ſtrength, and intereſt itgetrerhin vs, and ſoas the 
Apoſtle ſhewes, it hardens our hearts, and more dif- 
ables vs for good dutics then before. Knowitthen 
for atrath, thar when ehedeccitfollhearc thus pro- 


| craſtinates the praRice of godlineſſe, and putsit of 


tothe time tocome, by that time thou wilt bee ſo 
rootcdandſetled in thy ſinnes, through long cu- 


ftome andconrinuance, that thon ſhalc ſcarce bee 


capabk ſo much as of che motion of the fpirit vnto 
repentance. Such a fore-skinne will dec growne 0- 
ger thincheart, ſo thicke and brawny , that hardly 
will the moſt powerfull motions pierce through ir. 
Doe wee not ſee how calily the crookednelle of a 


| young twig may bee correted? Let it alone till it 


bee grownea confirmed tree, itis inflexible, Alas, 
how many haue there beene,, who deceining them- 
ſchucs with an opinion of repenting hereafter, as 
thinking the preſenit- time when God called them 
voſeaſonable; afterward, ſeeingtheirerror,and how 
they had Ictſlipthe ſeaſon , hauc howled with E/av, 


and have then cried 6ut, they could norrepent, be- 


cauſe the ſcaſop was now paſt, it was now too late ? 
What a cunming trick of thincisthis, Othou deceit- 
ful hart! when thou ſhouldſt dogood,to ſay, [tis too 


ſoone;thartimeis nor yet come, hereafter I will doe 
it: Ahd yet when this thy hereafter is come, then to. 


fay,tow it is toolate,the time is paſi?Ler vs nortthen 
be thus deluded, ſuffering the time of grace to ouer- 
paſſe vs, toourdeftruion. Behold thy ſpirituall e- 
nemicsareinareadinefſe for thee, they*haverheir 


a 
— 


j 


| 
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paration for them? Ifchou come nor out and harneſſe 


vtterly overthrowne, before thy hereafter be come. 
Why ſhouldſt chou deale with Chriſt like the Di- 
uels, whocrycd againſt him comming todilpoſſeſſe 
them,why art then come 19 torment vs before our time? 
For ſo many account the praiſe of godlineſle a 
| torment. Vhy ſhouldeſt thou doe worle with God, 
then thou oughteſt ro doe with thy neighbour ? Say 
wot to thy neighbour, g0e and come againe 10 morrow, 
and | will gine thee,if now thou haue it. 1 cannor ſay 
indeed, that when God ta day cals for thy repen- 
tance, thou haſt.it of thy ſelfe then to give it him : 
Yet this I may ſay,ſay not to God, Come againeto 
morrow and thou fhajt have my repentance; when 
to morrow thou ſhalt be lefle able ro giue it, then to 
day. O that thou couldeſt be wiſe to know the time 
of thy viſitation, & to apprehend the occaſions and 
gracious opportunities of thy good, while they are 
offcred ; to obſcrue the time of the ſpirits moving in 
thy heart,as once thoſe {icke men did of the Angels 
mouing in inthe poole of Betheſda,and withlike vio- 
| lence to take it for thy ſoules health, as they did that 
for their bodies. If with the Churchinthe Canticles, 
when Chriſt knocketh at the doore of thy hart,thou 
riſe not vp in all the haſt to let bim in,he will be gon; 
and with ber, thou maiſt ſceke him long cnough in 
great woe & griefe, as once 7oſeph & Mary did bodi- 
ly,cre thou artlike to finde him. Heare what Chriſt 
himſclfe ſaith, B: hold, 1 /tand at the doore and knocke, 
| if «ny man heare my voyce, and open, 1 will come in, elle 
"bo. | R not 


it now atime for thee to talke of deferring thy pre- 


thy ſelfe for the battle in all the haſte, thou wilt bec | 
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Prou3.28, 


_ 
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not. Thou ſeeſt the Marriners and Wartecr-men, be- 
cauſe they hauc not the winde & tide ac command, 
take the ben« fit of it, whilesit ſerues. The good huſ- 


| bandin the world, how greedily doth he apprehend 


the occalion of a good penniworth, and takes the 
aduantage of the marker?O that we could be as wiſe 


ſpiritually , and take our penniworth of the Goſpel, 


while it laſteth;and whiles itis yet day ply our work, 
before the twelfth houre be gone, and that tearcfull 
nightouertake vs, wherein nonecan worke. O thar 
inihs oar day, as Chrift with teares withed for Icy: 
ſalem, we could know the things belonging toour 


{ peace ! Let vs notdeceiue our ſelues inthinking, be- 


cauſe we are young, we haue therefore time enough 
before vs, we need not make ſuch haſt: Alas,ir is but 
a day, a ſhort day, all thetimc that we have. O that 
in this thy 4y,faith Chriſt ; And then after it comes 
an eternal night. Other dayes, though they hauc 


> ie ed EE © v 
, 
be 


their nights, yet thoſenights end, and day comes 4- 
oainc ; But after this day be once gone, there newer | 


comes a new day,to worke the worke of the Lordin 
againe: Oburtthe day of the Goſpell among vs hath 
beene, and fo ftill is like to bea long day : Well, be 


irſo; Butthenthe day of thy life may bee {hore c- | 


nough, and then the other is thine no longer then 
thou liueſt, VVhen thou art dead, what good will the 


lite may be a long day: For Tam young and healthy; 
Well, grant theethar too, yet the day of the Gol. 
pell, andthe grace of God may bee out before the 


| day ofthy like: And then what good willthy life doe 
thee? One of theſe two may eaſily be, that if the 
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| Goſpell doethee then ? Yea, but then the day of my | 
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| by it, when ir. ſought thee. 
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| day ofthe Goſpell,belong, the diy ofthy life ſhould 


be ſhorr;or if the day of thy life be long, yet the day 
of the Goſpel) ſhould bee ſhort. Sce then how dan- 
gerous and deceitfull delayes are. Seeke rhe Lord 
therefore, while he may be found, leſt otherwiſe thou 
be like thoſe that Chriſt ſpeakes of, who ſhall eeke ro 
enter,and ſhall not be able ; and Salomon, that ſhall ſeeke 
. the Lord early, and ſhail not finde him, And all, be- 
cauſe they hated knowledge, and did not chooſe the feare 
of the Lord they would noneof my counſell; 1 called, and 
they refaſed, 1 ſtretched out my hana, and none would 
regard, Theſcaſon then of ſeeking God is when he 
ſeekes vs, and inuitesvsto come vnto him, when he 
calls and ſtretches our his hand, as he doth now in 
the miniſtery-gf the word : If now thou ſtoppeſt 
chine eare; through this deceit of anſwering heere- 
after, thou art wondrous wide: As now hou art 
deafe, fo heereafter God will be 4u-be. Heereatter 


there ſhall be nothing for thee to anſwere vnto, no | 


voice of God to obey, ſaue that Goe ye carſed. Gods 
ſpirit ſhall not alwayes ſtrive with thee : Thou haſt 
refuſed the good counſcll of the Lord, and reſiſted 
his ſpirit inthe word ; Thou maiſt fir long enough 
ere thelike grace be offered thee againe : The time 
may come that thou maift defire to fee one of the 
daies ofthe Goſpell,which now thou ſceſt,and (balr 
not ſee it, when, as Chriſt ſaid of himſelfe to the 
lewes, thou maiſt ſecke the powerfull miniſtery,and 
ſhalr nor find it, becauſe thou wouldeſt not be found 
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- 3- Shiftis from extraordinary occafions;asin thoſe 


4 1n the parable ; when inuited tothe ſupper, excuſed 
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Verſe 26. 


expounded, 


Heb. 13.2. 
Cleered. 


themſclues with the buying of farms,oxen, &c. Bur 
cis ts meere deceit: t he true cauſe indecde, why 


y 


| they would not come, was becaulc their farmes and | 
oxen had*bought them. Their affcRions had in- 
thralled and fold themſclues to the World. And 
therefore our Sauiour, preſently after the Parable 
ended, addeth theſe words, He that hateth not hu fa- 
ther,mother ,wife,children,yea and his owne life, much 
more his farme, his oxen , c47n0t bee my Diſciple. It 
was not then the farme, the oxen butthe inordinate | 
affe tion to thoſe things, that chey loued them more 
then they did Chriſt,that detained them, This was 
the true impediment which Chriſt in theſe words | 
roucheth. The things of this life are burdens indeed 

prefling our ſoules downe, but not jg themſclues; 
All ther weight they hauein this kinde; they receiuc 
it from our owne corruption. VVhich the Apoſtle 
(heweth, ioyning theſe two things together. Caſting 
away enerything that preſſeth downe,that is,the things 
of this life,end /inne,that ſs eaſily incompaſſeth vs. Itis 
this latter thar makes the former burdenſome to vs. 
Therefore they in ftead of ſaying, 7 have bought a 
farme,1 bane married a wife; ſhould rather haue ſaid, 
1 hane fold my ſelfe to the inordinate laue of my farme, | 
and 1 hane married my ſclfe is the fooliſh and carnall 
lone of my wife, as well as to my wife. Some caſcs in. |: 
deed there are, wherin that rule of our Sauiour hath }- 
placez 1 wilt have mercy and not Secrifice: And then | 
the occaſion hindering rhe duty, is of greater con- | 


| ſequence then the duty omitted : And the negleR 


of chat occaſion would have left a deeper: wauynd in 
our con{cicnces then of the duty. As in Hanneh, 


if 


—— 
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ning itfaucke, But here many decciue themlelues , 
co make eucry centeriainment ofa friend, eucry gol- 
ſipping ormarriage-dinner, or ſome ſuch like occa- 
fon, to be a ſufficient cauſe to iuſtle our the ſeruice 
of Yod? And thiswas Marthaes deceit, rebuked (e- 
verely by our Sauiour: Notwithſtanding the mce- 


— —_—— 


— —— 


—— 


- 


cing of friends in Zacharies houle ; the circumciſion 
of che childe on the eight day was not neglected. 


The Iſraclites were but in an vnſettled rumultuary. 


cſtate in the wilderneſle, and yer for all chat,they did 
not poſt offche duty of thankſgiving, till tkey were 
peaceably poſſeſſed of Caxaey - And for alltheir of- 
ren removes inthe wilderneſfle, and the vncertainty 
of them, yet they ſeme to bee challenged by the 
Lord,for the negle of circumciſion. 


Fourth /hift is that which is rife in the mouthes 
of the prophane, that itis vaine ahd bootles to rake: 


any paines in godlines: For if they be ordained to 


deftruRtion, ir will nothing aduantage them, they 


{hall looſe all their labour ; if co faluation, though 
they live nener ſo wickedly , it ſhall nothing preiu- 


' dice,or difaduantage them ; They muſt needs come 
. totheirappointedend : But theſe muſt know thatiet 


is impoſſble, eirher for a reprobate to line godly, 
oraneleQalwaics to liue lewdly and looſely :-For 
the ſame God that ordaines the end, ordaines the 
meanes. Thoſe whom he hath ordained to faluation, 
hee hathalſo ordained to good workes, that they 
ſhonld walkethercin. Why then wilt thowdeceiue 
thy lclfc in this caſe, more then in themattersof this | 
R 3 | life? | 


iffor the going tothe ſacrifice at Shiloh, ſhee —_ 
negleted toſhew merey to- her poore infant in gi- | 
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| whether I cate orfat: Here thou wilt bauc the wit | 
, to anſwere;z Good indeed hath ordained bow long I | 


| 


| 
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life ? for rhere thou wile not reaſon: God hath ap- 
pointed-how long I ſhall line, therefore I will eate 
no meate, becauſe Gods decree muſt needs and, 


{hi1lHive;but withali ke hath ordained that the time 
[ ſhall live, 1 hall live by the vſe of meancs. Mech 
more ſhoauldeſt thou vie this anſwere in this caſe, For 
thou knowekt not but God may miraculouſly main- 


taine thy temporall life without meanes-: but thou. ' 


maiſt aſſure thy ſelfe, God will neucr worke ſuch 
a miracle, as to bring a {infull icrepenrant foule jnco 


heauen. 
T he fafc ſhift is, of thoſe that complaine of the 


difficulty of the praQiſe of godlineſie, bow painfull. 


it is tour fleſh, how impoſſible to beEattained , and 
ſo by this meancs diſcourage themſelues from ma- 
king tewards the beauenly, as once thofe ſpies did 
the Iſraclites, from the earthly Canaan. Thus the 


foole puts off the ſtudie of knowledge, pretending 


the impoſhbility, of reaching vntoit : As Selomon 
implies, when he ſayes, as ic were mockingly imita- 
ting of him , wiſedomes (in the plurall number) are 
100 high for afoole, Othere are ſo many and ſundry 


things to bekarned ; Howcan I comprehend them 


all? Bur here tbetruth is,that want ofws/is.the true 
cauſe, thaugh want of 5hil and poxer be pretended. 


For thefe men arelike bankrupts, who though they 
beable to pay ſome part ofcheir debts, yer refuſe to 


pay any thjng,becauſerhey cannot pay.all. So theſe 


| vpet-protepee of their ynability to doe all required, 


will not endeauour to doeany thing at al.; Pexids 


pradtiſe |. 


| 


| 
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practiſe was cleane contrary: For he propoling ro 
bimſcife that perfeRion of obedience required in 
the Law , farre avoue the reach of any man :Thaw 


namely, with all our hearts, ſoules, &c. doth noc 


| chereupon giue ouer his defire, and endeauour of 0- 


bedience,but rather provokes and enkindles ir ther- 


| byz Fer thereupon hee infers preſently, 0 har my 


wayes were ſo directed, that I might keepe thy ſkatutes. 
Here todeliner our [clues from this deceit, we muſt 


|] remember thar God accepts affed#ng, far effeftine, 


willing, for working deſires for deeds, purpoſes,tor per- 
formances,pence,for pounds,and vnto ſuch as dorheir 


| endeauour,hath promiſed his grace,inabling them c- 


uery day to dae more and more. Which grace when 
ance we haue, then (hall we ſec how falſe ir is which 
' our hearts tels-vs, concerning the paine and tedi. 
oulnes of godlineſſe. For then we ſhall feele Chriſts 
Joake to bee eafie and ſweet , and his commandements 
will not be burdenſome v#utovs. Nay, it is ſinne, that 
is ſo painefull;Gods works are farre morceaſie,then 
arcthe Diuels: For whether thinke we is the caſier 
burthen tocarry malice andenuicin our hearts, or 
the lone cf God,and our neighbour? To retaine the 
memory of inivries is troubleſome, and vexes the 
mind, but what trouble or painc is it toler ones an- 
gergoc, not toſpeake enill, nor to reproach or ſlan- 
der our neighbour? not to ſweare? ro aske good 
things of God that giveth them readily ? Ie is trou- 


thought; butto reſt on Godby faith, how ſweet an 


{ caſc isit tothe heart? [tis a flanderthen agaivſt god- 
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hift commanded thy preceps 10 vee kept very much, | 
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'I-1 To ourſelucs 
t. Pleaſure in 
ſinne, 


Rom,6.31. 


'{-Prox6.29, 


3.In pcomifiag 


| mentin ſiane: Alas where is it? ye find now nothing 
| but ſhame,” So truc is that of Sa/omon: The righte- 


lineſſe ro fay itisſo full of paine and trouble. And 
of the deccicfulneile of the heart, in perſwading fo 
much, tl 


em PI tte, 


CHnar. XIX. 


| of the acreit of the beart in that which it promiſeth 
| lo vs. | Y ] 
| 
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 Toour ſclues we deceirfully promiſy many things, 

- 1; Pleaſure, profic, and the ſweetneſle of both in 
finne ; but in the end in ſtead hereof (ſo faithfull are 
our hearts of their words) we finden >thing but gall, 
and wormewood,ſhame inthe world,contuſion and 
hotrour in our owne canſciences, VVhence thar que- 
ſtion;# hat fruit baze ye inthoſe things, wherfore ye are 
zow aſhamed? As if he ſhould haue faid; Your hearts 
promiſed you much fruit of pleaſure and contents 


eus is moreexcellent then his ncighbour ; bur the 
way .ofche wickeddecciues them, Tacy think them- 
felaes farre better ghenctherighteops: and lorhey 
were mdecd of rhey could finde thar felicitie in their 
wicked waies which their deccitfall bearts promiſe ; 
burthis they doe'yot : Their way decciucsrhem. as 


lice Howes: in;the. next; verſe, The deceiifall man 
WETTIOG I (though. 


f#ALS 


%- 
ak. 


m—_— 


- 
hs, RP. 


—— 


E T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, 


(though when hee wentabout to Rteale his veniſon 
promiſed much mirch and cheere to himſelfe, yethe 
comes ſhort of his reckoning ) he ſhall not ſo much 24 
roft that hee tooke in the hunting. In couctouſnefle, 
what happineſſe doth the heart promile ie ſelfe in 


 gaine,though neuer ſo valawfull, and vnrighteous? 


Bathow deceitfully, many examples can witneſſe, 


| What got Anmias and Saphirab, by reſeruing to 


themſclues ſacrilegiouſly the Churches goods ; bur 
a ſhamefull and ignominicus death? No more did 
Balaam, when hope ofgaine, and the large promiſes 
of the King,made bim blindly and boldly ruſh vpon 
the Angels ſword; VWhence the Scripture vſeth that 
phraſe of the Deceir of Balaams wages, What got Ge- 
hezi by taking vpthat good morlell, as hethought, 
which his Maſter fo vnwiſely in his conceit, let goc 
beſide his lips? nothing bur aleprofie. Did not A- 
chans Babyloniſh garment bring the Rones about 
his eares? and 7#das thirty pecces of liluer the halter 
about his necke? Excellent Sa/omon,T be bread of de- 
crit ſeemes pleaſant to a man, but afterward his month 
65 filled with granell. There are ſome meates, which 
are very plcaſant in the mouth, & it is delightfull ro 
hold, and roule them there, but after once they are 


ſticking in our iawes;- being in the ſtomacke they 


| make vs wondrous ficke, ſo that we cannor be well 
trill the tomacke have diſgorged it ſelfe. This is the | - 


fimilirude whereby Zopharin 796,dothmoſtelegant- 
ly repreſent vnto-vs thedeceitfulnes of that pleaſure 
| the courrous prothife.themſelues in the gainc of vn- 

righteonfnefle. Wickedneſſe was ſweet in hir mouth , 


Fyallowed downe, withthe fiſh, wefcelc the hooke 
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Theadeceitfulneſſe of mans heart, 


Tob 20.13.13. 
14-15.cxplai- 
acd, 


Gen 3. 22. 


Pro Theſaurs 
Carbs As, 


Rom.711+ 


{| Epheſc. 4.22. 


4 Prow 23.3. 


and hee hid it under his tongue, and keptit cloſein his 
mouth,zolling it about, 44 apeeceof Sugar, But what ? 
wasSit ſo ſweetin bis belly too'?? No, his meat in his 
bewtls was turned, it became the gallof Aſpes 1m the 
midacſt ef him: He hath denonred ſubſlance,and he ſh.ill 
Vomit it ;, God ſhall draw itout of his belly : And thus 
inthe Goſpel), are pleaſures well called :hornes, not 
oney for choaking the word, bur alſo for pricking 
and wounding the conſcience with true ſorow, in 
ſtead of tharfalſe and flattering delight which we 
expected. Asitis thus in couctouſneſle, fo in am- 
bition, and all other (innes. Did not 4dam and Exec 
promiſe vnto themſclucs inthe eating of the forbid- 
dentree, the glory of the God-head? For what clſc 
meancth thar bitter ſcoffe, and ſale ſarcaſme of the 
Lord, Brhold,man © become like one of vs ? But what 
was the iſſuc ? CHoſestels vs: Thenwere their eyes 0- 
pened, and they ſaw their nakednesxthey ſaw how they 
were mocked; how for the mines of gold they had 
met with cole-pics,nay,for heauen, with hell ; for a 
throne of glory, with che dunghill of ignominy. In 
this regard the Apoftle ſaith, that ſwne deceived him, 
becauſe of this deceirfull promiſe of bis heart,con- 
cerning ſinne: And forthe ſamereaſon heecalleth 
the luſts of the flclh, rhe deceruable lufts of old 1- 
dam; in the ſame tenſc that Sa/owoncalls the Rulers 
meat, 4 deceiuable meat: Becaule wee promile ſuch 
great matters of ioy and delight to our ſelucs in our 
linnes, the contrary whereof afterward our owne 
wofull expericnce teacheth vs: For ſinne imbraces 
vs indeed, but itis likethe Serpent : Together with 
the imbrace it mortally ting vs. Beleeue wee nos 


then 


OY 
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| toymemt of many ontward bleſkngs, which yet we 
; neuer get. Thus Sal promiſed himſelte viRtory 0- 


CO AI 4 ee 


cu 


' themtheſe inchanting ſongs and faire promiſes: We 
 ball-fmart for our credulitic afterward. Sinne that 


(waded,it will rurne a moſt vehement accuſer, The 
; promifed pleaſurc ſhall vaniſh with the very a& of 
. the finne,and then comes:the-fting of the guilt. At- 


| ſhort of them, Herein deceiuing our ſclucs, as the | 
| Divell would have deceined our Sanionr :-- 4 rheſe 
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[ay quiet before, like aflecping dog, wil afterward 
awake,and flye in onrthroats, and of a friendly per- 


ter the linne is throughly done, ſhall we perceive rhe 
hainouſneſſethereof, 
I I. Wedeceitfully promiſe to our {clues the en- 


uer Dazid, being ſhut vp in Kerlah : The Lord, faith 
hee , hath delivered him inte my hand. Soalſo did the 
[ebulites triumphagainſt Da»id,as though they had 
beene furc enough for cuer being ouercome by him, 


LQuos Egyptum 
Phylattas wa 
cant. In hoc 


| arpleftuntur 


vt ſlrangulent. 
Sen 
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Perfeffo de- 
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2. Enioyment 
of outward 
things, 


I.SaM.23.7. 


2.Sam.5.6, 


This deceit we may ſee inthe cracking of Go/iah,and 
Senacherib, who had intheir preſuming hope, got | 
the vidtory of their adverſaries before the confi, | 
and ſo putting on the harneſle, gloricd as thoſe that | 
put it off. : And wee may eaſily diſcerne it in oor 
ſclues, who too too ealily beleeuing ſuch things as | 
we deſire ſhould come to paſle,.doc often make our | 
(clues ſure of them , when yerin the end wee come | 


- > — — 


things wil 1 giuethee, ſaith he, which yet were notin 
"Nis powerto giue: No more are any of the Jeaſt of- 


theſethingsin our hands which we ſo confidently | 


aſſureto our ſclues. Andtherefore to this deceit, op- 


Pole we Salomons counſel, Zoft not of to morrow,for ' 


thou knoweſt not what a day may bring foorth. Many 
| things 
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232'280 Theduceitſulneſſeof wans heart. 
things fall out betwixe the cup and the lip, inſo- 
muchrhat oftentimes, wee inioy not thoſe things 
*Deur. 28:39. | which eucn almoſt, we haue in our hands. | 
;Happinee | [IT TI, Our hearts decetie vs in promiſing I know 
in inioyment+ | not what contentment and happincſle in the fruiti- 
| on of theſe outward blefhings , when yet rhe evenc 
 anſwereth notour expetarion. O ſaith the deccit- 
full heart of man, if ] might haue this or that which | 
[ deſire, ſo much living, ſach or ſuch an office, or 
preferm:nt , how comfortable and ſolatious a life 
| houldI lead? well, when be bath his wiſh, it fareth | 
with him almoſt , as with the Tſraclites in their 
quailes; He findeth more vanity & vexation of ſpiric. 
in the preſence,then he did before in the want of this 
' his fo much defired good. Hence alſo that phraſe of 
the deceitfalnes of riches, becaule they doe not per- 
formethat which our hearts promiſe vs concerning 
them. In the ſame regard of worldly honours are cal. 
Pſa).q.2. led /ies,by Dauid,0 ye ſons of men,how long will ye fol- 
expounded. | /owefter ties? Thelicindecd isin our own falſe hearts, 
We make them lyars, in that we promiſe ſuch great 
matters to our ſelues of them, Whereas in theend the 
leaning- flaſfe,becomes a knockingendget;and the prop 
to ſuſtaine vs,like the Zgypiien reede, proues a pricke 
to pierce and paine vs, andas 105 complaines of his 
friends, all theſe matters which we thought would 
haue beene vnempriable fountaines of comfort, de- 
cerne vs likea braoke, whole waters faile in the ſom- 
mer, when we haue greateſt vic of them. Thus Exc 
promiſed her ſelfe great matters in Cain, and he was 
the man obtained as a ſpeciall bleſhng of the Lord, 
& his brother was called Heb, Vanity,as being no|. 
*s ody 


beat 


—— 


T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


body in regard of him. Butafterward this her ſon, 
on whom (he {© much dored, proucd a very thorne 
in her ſide,and prickein her eye. So concerning El- 
kanab, it is noted that hee loued Hannah more then 
his other wife, promiſing no doubt greater matter 
of comfort to bimſelfe in her,then in the other. Bur 
what followed? xze /oxed her, faith the Propher,and 
the Lord made her barren. Marke the coniunRion of 
his louing her, and Gods making of her barren. So 
ſhall it be in all ſuch earthly creatures, whereunto 


| wecleauc inordinately, falſly promifing ioy to our 


felues in their vic: God in bis juſt judgement (hall 
make them barren, ſo that they (hall not yeeld vs a 
arter of that comfort, or benefit, which we expe- 
Fed. The rich foole hee promiſed himſelfe a lictle 
heauenin his riches: Sovle,take thine eaſe, &rc, But a- 
alas how foonedid God diſeaſe him?o foole,thr night 
ſhall they take away thy ſoule, and then where is thine 
caſe ? Thereaſon of this deceit is, for that we, in our 
expcRation of theſe outward things, before they 
come, apprehend onely the good,and the ſweet, ab- 
{trated from the ſowre; the pleaſure dinided from 
the paine: but, in the fruition, wee feele both, yea 
more of the ſowre then of the ſweer. And hence it 
comes to paſle, that nothing pleaſeth vs ſo well in 
the /747::0n, asin the expedZation. Nay, nothing al- 
moſt which pleaſure vswhen boped for , but does 
more difpleaſe vs when had. Nothing I meane of 
theſe 72-porals,wherof now we ſpeaketh; For as for 


then whendefred. Forit is impoſſible for avy man 
to imagine, orconceiue of a greater happines then 


eternals, theyarce more loued of vs, when poſſeſſed,. 
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1.Sam-1.5- 

If any would 
rather haue, 
(And) in this 
place to be a 
rationall par- 
ticle, ſhewing 
that he there» 
fore loued his 
wite becauſe of 
her crofle in 
barrenneſſe, 
crauing his 
pirtie;I triue 
not. 
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4. Freedome 
f:om iydge- 
menr, & hope 
of heaucn in 
fiane. 


. 


that whichthey haueinchemſclues, that fo hauing ( 
them he ſhould begin rodeſpiſe them, finding lefle | 


then he looked for before he h2d them. Nay, our 0- 
pinion doth not ſo much runae ouer in conceiving 
of temporals, as it comes ſhort inthe apprehenſion 
of cternalis. | | : 
III. Our hearts deceiue vsin promiſing vnto vs 
both freedome from Gods iudgements in (inne, and 
the fruition of his mercies in the negle& of obedi- 
ence : In the one, cunningly ſeparating the end 
from the meanes , hell , damnation , iudgement 


. 
' from ſinne ; and in the other , the meanes from 
' the exa,holincſle, righteouſnes, from ſaluation: tel- 


ling vs, we may enioy the end without the meanes, 
glory withoue grace, a plentifull harucſt withour 
{eede ſowen. As the Dexil! would hane deceiued 
our Sauiour , promiſing him ſafe deſcent from 
the Temple, without going downe by the ſtaires: 
ſo hcere would our hearts deceiue vs, promiſing 
a ſure aſcent vp into heauen, wichout going vp 
by the ftaires of the workes of obedience. A feare- 
fullthingiristo ſee men goc on boldly in their {ins, 
and yetas boldly to promiſc heauen to them(clues. 


| O fooliſh ſot ! who hath thus bewitched thee, ro 


thinke that after thou haſt begun and continued in 


ſinne, thou ſhalrendin glory; thatafrer thou haſt 
lived. many yeereshereinthis world ? and doneno- 


thing, but ſhamefully diſhonoured that God which 
madethee, withthy filthy beaſtly life,full of all im 
purity,that yetin the end God will honor thee with 


theglory of his Saints Bee n08 deceived, ſaith Par, 


Neither fornicators, nor idolaters. nor agulterers, nor 
wantons, 
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Theaeceirfulneſſeof mans heart. 
wartons, nor bugeerars,&c. ſhall inherit the king dome 
of God. 

And S. Peter tels vs,that God hath called vsvnto 
glory and vertue, Toglory,as theend; to werine as 
the way leading vs thereunto. Neuer then looke for 
glory,but inthe way of verrue. God hath chained 
theſe two faſier rogether then that they ſhould be 
ſcuered ; So alſo hath hee finne and ſhame : And 
yet how many are there, like that man that 2oſes 
ſpeakes of, who when kee beares ihe curſes of the 
Law read,yet blefleth himſelfein his heart, ſaying, 


\ 1 ſhall hane peace, although 1 walke according to 1he 


flubborneſſe of my Heart ? \hen the miniſters of the 
word threaten inth;e name of God, hisiudgements 
againſt {inne; arcthere not, who ſay in their hearts; 
Tuſh,theſe are but ſcar-crowes; God means no ſuch 
matter, this is but a pollicic to keepeimen in awe ? 


|. Thele are ſuch as the Prophet ſayes haue made a 


couenant with hell, and death,and thereſt of Gods 


| indgements. How could a couenant, will ſome ſay, 
i bemade with hell? Truely,truecoucnant can there 
| benone ; but onely the deceirfull heart of man per- 
| ſwades it ſelte of a couenant, & ſo beares vs in hand 
that wee ſhall bee paſt-by vatouched ,. whatſoeuer | 
ſ[courges come. Vee may lee an example of thisin | 


Eve, who rehearſing Gods commandement and 
threatning to the ſerpent, beganto minſe it, witha 
peraauentare ;, Leaſt peraduenture yee die; when God 
abſolutclyand reſolutely had ſaid, 1n dying yee ſhall 
aye. So they in 7eremy, wicked and impenitent wret» 
ches,yet flatter themſelues in hope of metcy, it may 
be the Lord will ave according 10allbs wondrous works. 


2-Pets 1:3» 


Deut.29,19. 


A At Ms hs 


Eſay 23, IFo x 


Sec Funiits in 
Geu.ze3» 


er, 21,2. 


| 


ne” n__ 


CI 


> > 5 
TI ———— 


91789 aids w 


| 


{ 


{ 


$. Continu. 
ance of pro- 


ſperity. 


: Obad. 3» 


Plal. zo.s, 


Ich 29.18, 


6. Succeſle yp- 
on inſufficient 
ground. 
Iud.17.13. 


Num. 23-1.3-3- 


| ....256 \ 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


af 


promiſcd himlſeite the eſtabliſhment of his houſe : 
And therevpon fo followed the worke of gencrati- 


+ on,thar he left ſeuenty ſonnes behind him, 2, &ings 
T T0. I: 


V. Our hearts deceiue vs in promiſing a ſetled and 
immouable continuance of our outward profperi- 
ty. This was Edoms deceit, ro whom the Prophet 
thus ſpeakeths The pride of thine hears bath deceined 
thee + Thouthat dwelleſt in the clifts of the rocke, whoſe 
habitation t high,that ſaith in bu heart who ſhall bring 


| me downe totheegronnd ? This deceit was in her that 


ſaid, I fir as 4 Queen, and ſhall feele no ſorrowes. Yea, 


| the godly themſclues are ſubic& to this deluſion: 


as Dauid, whenin his proſperity hee ſaid hee ſhould 
never bee moued ; and tob whenin bis flouriſhing 
eſtate he ſaid , 1fhall dyeinmy neſt, and multitly my 
dayes as the ſands, No maruel} thenit the foole ſay to: 


——_—_ 


himſelfe, 7 hon haſt goods laid vp for many yeares. 

VI. Wefalſly promiſe to our ſelues good ſucceſle 
vpon weake & inſufficient grounds. As Micah, Now, 
I know, faith he, the Lord will be goodonto me, Why | 
Micah?becauſe Ihaue a Lenite to my Pricſt : yea, but 
God did notallow of ſuch rouing /ep-/and Levites: 
neither were priuate houſes the place where God 
would hauethe Levites imployed , but the Taber- 
nacle. Herein it ſcemes Balaam decciuved himſclte, 
hoping becauſe of his many altars and ſacrifices, his 
deſire and purpoſe of curſing the Iſraclites would | 
fadge. And this is the deceit of the ſuperſtitious, who 
boldly promiſe no ſmall matter tothemſelncs vpon 


the carefull performance of their ſuperſticious deuo- 
tions,., 


— 


—— 


| God threatned 4bebto roote our his houſe: yet hee | 


| - 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, _ 
tions: Yea, among our ſclues, many thinke if they 
humble themſelues in confeſſion, and can feich a 
ſigh, or ſhedatearc in prayer, or if they be ſom<- | 
thing more diligent in outward (cruice of God then 
ordinary , they ſhall cafily obraine at Gods hands | 
chat which they deſire, 


XX, 


of the deceit of the heart in that which it promiſeth 
to God. 


-e 7F 


ganas Hus wee haue fecne how deceitfull our 
FO (as hearts arein the promiſes they make to 047 
rote clues: it remaincthtoſeethe like deceirful- 
ncilc 1a the promiſes they make to Gog. 

. Now the heartis deceitfull in promiſing to God, 
eicher the duties of repentance, and reformation in 
generall,or any ſpeciall duty in ſpeciall: 

I. For particular duties, how often doe wepurpoſe 
and lecrctly, yea, otherwiſe more ſolemnly promiſe 


'tro God the performance of this or thar, when yer, 


inthe end wedoenorthing lcſle, by reaſon of the vn. 
ſoundneſſe and vnſctlednefle of our deceiucablc 
hearts? Sa/omon infinuates, that in his time there 
were ſome ,thar after by vow they had bound them- 
ſeluesto the Lord for the performance of ſeruice, 
did yet afcerward. goe about to cnquire for rea- 
ſons, how to bediſcharged of the vow. 14c0b pro» 


miſcd and ſolcmnly vowed to the Lord, that-being | 
N bleſſed 
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| Thedeceitfulneſſeof mans beart. =| : 


bleſed'in his ioarney, and ſafely returned home'a. 
gainc,he would build af altar in Bethel, & pay tithes. | 
Neucrthecles,for all this, !acob after his returne could | 
fir Rill, and find a0 leyſure to pay his vow, till God 
' came & plucked him by the eare, both by the afi. 
Rions ſent vpon him in himſelfe,& his children, and | 
alſo by bis owne voyce, as it were ſhewing him the 
rcaſon ot his danger before by. E/au, and now by the 
people of that Country, of Dzizahs rauithment, and 
' his ſonnesbarbarous murther; Ariſe, gs vp to Bethel, 
and build there an altar, according to thy vow. How | 
oftendoe the beſt purpoſe with themſclues ro ſhew 
ſome proote of their ſpirituall grace, in performance 
of this or that duty : when yer,when it comes to the 
triall, we arealtogether diſabled, and ſhew nothing 
but weakeneſſe and corruption , becauſe wee haue: 
by our negligence and ſecurity grieued the ſpirit of 
God? Wherein itfareth with vs, as with Sampſon, 
who ſaid with himſelte, 7 wit goeout now as at other 
times,and ſhake my ſeife;but he knew not,(aith,the Pro- 
pher,that the ſpirit of the Lord was departed from him: 
Andſohis heart deceined him. Thus was it with | 
Pſal,39.1.2.3. | David ; I ſaid, I willlooke to my wayes, that 1 [anne not | 
with my tongwe : 1 will keepe my month bridled whileft 
the wicked «in ſight : but preſently after he ſhewes 
how ſoone he brokehis word : My heart was hot, the 
fire kindlid;and 1 ſpake with my tongue, ec. Peters ex- 
ampleisvery memorable; How confident was he in | 
proteſtingaud promiſing concerning his ſticking ro- | 
Chrift;eo the very death? bur-yet quickly plucked in- | 
his ſhailes hornes, cuen at'thie ſlight rouching of a- | 
(ily: wench. How ſoone ſaith TH»fer, didft thou | 
| denie. 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
denic him as a dead man , whom before thou con- 
feſſedſt as the living Sonne of God ? 

To this place belongeth that vſuall deceit,where- 
by wee ſecretly promilſc to the Lord the doing of 
this orthat when our preſent eſtate ſhall be chan- 
ged, Ohifl were thus and thus, I would doe fo and 


ſo. If I were King , ſaith Abſolom, I would ſee inſtice 
deneto cnery man. Thinke wee he would haue bin as 


| good as his word, if cuct he had beene King ? Afu- 


redly none would hauec bin more tyrannicall, It I 
were 4rich man, ſaith one, O how liberall, how iree- 
hearted would I bec ? God happily lets him kaue 
bz wiſh, buthclets not God haue bs promiſe, God 


| giueth riches to him, but he no /iberality 19 God, Nay 


when he is become rich, he1ts more vniuſt, niggard- 
ly ſcraping, then thoſe of whom he complained be- 
fore, when he was poore. Thus young men thinke 
with themſclues when they come to be old , they 
will not offend in thoſe faults wherein they ſee age 
ſo much ouer-taken,as frowardnes, moroſitie, impa- 
tiencic, contempt of youth, &c. Vnmarricd perſons 
thinke, when they are oncetnarried, they (hall live 
ſolouingly,and comfortably, and be quite free from 
all thoſe faults which they ſee marricd folke to of- 
fend in. Men without children , if once they mighe 
come to hauec children, O rhe duties they. would 
performe, the care of godly education they would 
haue. Private men , It they were in places of go- 
uernment, O the wonders that they then would do. 
And in euery ſtate and condition, whatſoeuer want 
wee ſee in others, wee dare promiſe touching our 
ſcluesa freedome from it, if we were in it. But wee 
Sy 2 know j| 
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T hedeceitfulneſſe of mans bears, i 
|| know not, art leaſt remember not, that cnery tate | 
hath ſeuerall remptations, and burdens, anncxeg, 
vnto it. And how can we know,cither how we ſhall! 
withfandrhe one, or fland vnder the other, till it 
come to thetriall, Nay ; rather we lhou'd feare the 
| worfe of our ſelnes. Behold,now, being poore,l am: 
couctovs, when I wantrthatbaite offecling the ſiveer 
of gaine,which rick men haue: VVhar then ſhould 
[ be, if I were rich, when the dinger is preater to 
hauc our hearts ftollen away by riches encrealing ? 
Behotd,now I am a fingle man, and haue no body 
to looke to but my lelfe , and yer I finde I haue 
| enough to doc this weil : how then {hall [doe when 
| beſides my ſelfe I hauea family to ouzr.ſce? Behold 
| now [ am- a private man, and haue no. body but : 
miac owne family to gouerne, and yet I finde my 
hands full with this : Alas! if I were in publike 
place of gonernment, how ſhould I bce ouerchar- 
ved? Behold, being but a meane obſcure perſon, 1 
yet find it hard to humble & keepe vader my proud 
heart: What ſhould I doc then, if I flouriſhed in 
worldly glory, and were a great one in Princes 
Courts? Lo I] can hardly ſtand taſt in firme ground ? 
| How then can I ſecure my feet in ſlippery ground ? 
2 Gnerall, of | 2 I4-promiling to God repentance, and retor. | 
repentance. | marion in generall, thecaſe isa like, Men in their af. 
fiRions and fickneſle, looking for death., how libe- 
rall are they intheir promiſes ? but afterward how 
baſcly-niggardly are they in their performances ? 
They play- childrens play with God, they take a- 
| way athing, asſoone as they haue piuen ir, Waen 
| ſer:34 10.11. |. Nebachaduetuar belieged Ieruſalem, thenthe _ 
made 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| theit ſcruants : But no {ooner had the King remo- 

ued his ſiege, bur they retracted, and repealcd their 
vow , atid brought backe ap3inetbeir ſeruanisinto 
their former bondape. So tareth it with taeſe kinde 


of men : When God layes fiege toth:m, by licknes, 
or ſome other pinching afflitizn2, then coucnants | 


and promiſes are made, concerning the putting as 
way of our {inne; Bur no ſnoner doch Gad begin 


ro depart, and {11ke his wrath, bur we :crurne with | 


the doggeto the vomit, and witit re Sow to our 
wallowing in the mire : Lik: P4a>905, that diſmiled 
the 1/raclites, when dearh entred withia his Pallaces, 
bur preſently after, in all baſt, makes after them, to 
feech chem backeagaine. Thus was it in that great 
ſweatin the time of King Edward: As long ( layes 
one) as the feruentneſſe of the plague laſted, there 


was crying peccaui,peccanigmercy good Lord,mercy, | 


mercy: The Miniſters of Gods word were ſought for 
in every corner, they could not reft, chey mighr 
non ſleepe: yee muſt comero my Lord, yee muſt 
come to my Lady; come if ye loue God, andit yee 
love their ſaluation tary not : For Gods lake M. 
Miniſter (ſay the ſickefolkes) tell vs what we (hall 
doe to auoid Gods wrath; Taketheſe bags, pay ſo 
much to ſuch aman; for I decciued him : giue him 

ſo much,for Tgatir ofhim by vſury : I made a crafty 

_— with ſach a one, reſtore him ſo much, and 
deſtre him toforgiue me. Diuide this bagge among 


thepoore, cary this to the Hoſpital, pray for mee | 


for Gods ſake, Good Lord forgiuemee, &c. This 


i 


made a folemne conenant with che Lord, ro ſetirce 


was the dilkmulation of the people for three or | 
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T hedeceitfalneſſe of mans hears. 


foure dayes , whiles the execution was; but after 
when therage was ſomewhat ſwaged , then retur- 
ncd they to their vomit, worſe theneuer they were. 
Then that they had before cauſed to bee reſtored, 
and giucn in almes, they ſecke to recouer by more 
cuill-devouring cheuiſaunſes. This deceitfulngfſe | 
God noteth in the 1ſracl#res, :who being humbled 
| with the terrors of thelaw, promiled very largely : 
all theſe things will we doe. But what ſaid God 0 that 
there were ſach a beart, namely, as in this fo liberall 
and franke a promilc of obedience they make ſhow. 
of, and art this time thinke indeed they haue. For | 
now wee ſpeake of ſuch a kinde of deceirfulneſle, 
whereby-wee decciue our ſelues as well as others, 
Weeare not to thinke theſe: 2/7 ae/ites did groſlely 
diſſemble with God : bur at that time, being ta ſome 
diſtreſſec, they ſpakeas they thought, - and meant ro 
doc.. But by reaſon their hearts were not throughly 
purged, andrenewed, it. was onely.a ſodaine fir for 
the time, afterwardstheir hearts returning to their | 
| old bias, they were not able to performe that which | 
they promiſed. This the Scripture would teach, | 
when it ſaith, :beir heares flaried aſide like a deceit fall 
bow, When a man {ſhoots with a-deceitfull: bow, 
though hee leuell his arrow and his eye dircly co |- 
the. marke , andthinke with bimſelfero hitir, yer in- 
deed the arrow, by rcaſon of his deceirfult bow, | 
goesa cleanc contrary way, Anſwerable tothis bow |: 
is our heart, tothe arrow the delires , purpoſes, and |: 
promiſes, wee concciue, and make in ourafflitions. |: 
The marke we ayme at is repentaace: -to the which |: 

| wee then tooke with ſo accurate and. attentiue an |. 
. - eve, |: 


lh 
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'| Bill in chem. H<cnceit comes to paſle, that theſe a.- 


| cloth :*Onely bis heart {till remained vnregene- 


| becauſcit is nota naturall heat, but onely externall 


* | thefire, andit returnesagaine to his owne Nature, 


—_— 


' —_ «sthough wee would repentindeed; And that 


| neuer bir the marke, neucr ſort to any good cet, | 


inward fire of Gods Spirit, but from the ourward | 
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The deceiifulneſſe of mans heart. 


indeedis our purpoſe, and mcaning then; burour 
owne hearts decciue vs. For, becauſe they are not | 
cruely-renewed , but there is much valoundneſl: | 


rowes of our purpoſes , and promiſes of repentance | 


bur vaniſh in the ayre as ſmoake, 4446 did not 
groſſely diiſemble in that his humiliation wrought 
by the Prophets repreheniton ; bur hee meant in 
good ſadneſle, when hecloathed himſelfe in Sack- 


rate, and ſo decciued him. So was it with Pharaoh 
alſo: One would thinke that water heated in the 
fire, were indcede as truely hot as fircicſclfe z But 


from the heat of the fire, remoue it but a while from 


and as the Philolopher obſerves, becomes colder | 4riftee. meter. 
after the heating then it was before: So iris with | 7" ®: 

theſe flaſhings of deuotion. and holineffe, which 
wercin Abab,Pharaoh,and others in like caſe: They 
are not kindely, bur violent; rhey ace not from the 


fire of his iudgements. And therefore when thar 
is out, theſc are gone. | | 

And this the third pare of the- hearts deceitful- 
nelle, namely, its deceiefulnefle in promiſing. The | 
vicof that which hath beene ſpoken thereokis :  ; 

t | Totcachys patience, when we are croſledin 
thoſe things wedclircd , and wherein we promiſed 
great felicity to our {clues ; For God hc ſaw the 
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| deceitfulnes of our hearts in ſuch promiſes, and that. 


indeed theſe things would in thecyent haue proo- 
ued /erpents, and ſtones, which wee thought would 


 haue beene fiſhes, and bread, that they would have 


beene very bitter and burdenſome vnto vs, which 
wefancicd as matrers of comfort and delight. 


—_ —— 


are; For howſocuer we promiſe much of our ſelues, 
if oureſtate ſhould change for the better, as from 
pouertie to riches, from obſcuritie to glory, and 
greatncſſe in the world, and preſume of our owne 
ſtrength , not to be-rouched with thoſe infirmities 


that vſually attend ſuch eſtates ; yet wee hauc lear- 
ned how deceitfull our hearts be herein. Haue wee 


. thenaliberall and mercifull affeQion in-our poverty; 
ſet vs not bee over-defirous of a richer condition; 


For we know not whether then wee ſhall be of the 
ſame minde, yea,or no: And that affeRion we hauc 


 toliberality while we are poore is accepted of God 


for liberality it ſelfe. Take heed then of this deceit: 
Thou delſireſt to be rich, that thou mighteſt be/;be- 


*| ra; So much thy heart promiſeth thee, that thou 
 fhouldeſt be very /ibera/l, if thou wert once rich: 
' Loethou art /ibere/ before thou artrich, in regard 
of the affe&7ion and difpolicioh of thy heart z ad | 


when thou artr7/cb thou art not ſo much as libera!l 


; 
: 


uerey, thatliberality in «f #7509 which then thou 


| haddeftiO decoitfill hearr:, who by promiſing vs 


mote; makeſt vs to have lefle! -Defire then rather 


'2 To reſt contented in that eſtate wherein wee 


in efedtion. Thou doftnot oncly not get-that libe. | 
ralicy in «ion, which thouipromiſed(. thy" (elfe in | 
;iches, boralſothon leefeſt, rogether with thy po- 
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ro keepe thy pouerty, that thou mayeſt keepe thy 
liberality ; rermembring that of S4/omon,thatthough 
that winch a neon ſhould ſpecially defire to his geoaneſſe, |, 
that is, to doc good in workes of liberality;3;yet a | opened. * 
poore man,that haning nothing to giue , bath, yet a 
giving afte tian, « better then a lier; that ir,as Itake 
ic, better:then ſuch a rich man , who before he was 
rich, would bragge much what he would doc.if he 
were rich,and yet being rich, is poorer in liberality 
then eucr hee was : who is therefore in regard of 
thisdeceitfulneſſe of heart worthily called a Jyar by 
the Holy Ghoſt.: Be not then, through this deceitr- 
fulnefle, moued to thedefire of an. higher and pgrea- 
| ter eſtate. If there be 8 willing minde', God accepts | ,.Cor.s.n, 
| men according t0 that he hath,and notaccording to.thet 
he hath yt; Then againe, confider with thy f(clfe, 
| what likelihood there is, that:thou ſhouldeſt doe a 
greater good, (which belongeth toa higher place) 
being therein, who canft not:dae'the leffer good. 
( (which belongetb'toa meaner place): wherein now || 
thou art. Thou arta bad poore man: thou wouldeft | 
'be a worſe rich man. Thou art an ill Gentleman : 
,andis thereany hope ther thou wouldeſt be. a:bet- 
ter Noble-man.? in. pouerty znd meancnefle-thou | 
canſt notbe free fromthoſe infirtnities whereto that 
eſtate is ſubieR;zand yer thinkeſt thou toeſcapethoſe 
.whereto Richesand-Honour lic epen 3;;/ - - 


| 1:3 : Neuer to beoucr-bald of lau{hritptomiling | 3. Deceir. 
{much of our ſclucs. Doe wee with the: moſt ; bur | | 
ſ{peake we with the leaſt :. For our hearts-will de+ | 
;cetugvs. VVxe would hardly gine:our wards for 2 | 

| falſe Knaue, thathadiofted decriued yas VV hy then: | 


learne 
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learne wee not thelike wiſedome here, not to pro- 
miſc any great matters of our ſclnes, ſince wee haue 
ſauchdeceinng hearts, as will ſhame-vs in the end, 
if we preſume any thing farre on them. It is a ſhame 
to vs, when others, of whom wee haue promiſed 
much ynro our friends, (hall decciue vs :* Therefore 
the Apoſtle, having promiſed Trts no (mall things 
concerning the Corinthians, ſaith, he was not aſþha- 
medin that wherof he had boaſied of them wnto Titus, 
becauſe thetr ' doings had abundantly juſtified his 


of them. O then what a foule-ſhame muſt it needs 
be, whenour owne hearts {hall deceive vs-inthat- 
which wee have promiſed of rhemr ro God? Suffer 


leaſt icfare with vs, as with that ſame. young man.in 


our 'Sauiour ,/ crying out," Grad Maſter) \what good 
thing maſt I ave t0 geteternalt tife? thereinfecretly 


thing Chriſt ſhould command him ;.For ir is asf 
he ſhould bane ſaid: Olerme but know what is to! 


be donc,and beir whatit will be,loe here Tara ready 
preft ro ' doc it. But when Chriſt cold him whar | 
was to be done, Coe ſell all, and giae to the poore; +. 
fhrunke backe. For how many | 


then heſlunke, 
arethere, tharthrough this kinde of deceitfulnefſe, 
 deale with God as Horphe did with Neow;i, making 

her belceuechar nothing ſhould be able to ſeparate 


\them!chere wasnohoe, bur ſhe muſt nceds 
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Naomi 
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ſayings. Thercby--infinuating; what a ſhame ic | 
would have beenevnto him, it the Corinthians had || 
deceived that hope, and confidence which hee had | 


wee not then our tonpues to run over this kinde , | 


{ the Goſpelf,” who came manning in allithehaft ro |. 


promifing'thar hee would bee willing'to doc any | 


ollow ] 


| 


4 
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: Nzemiinto Indea: bur fhee was ſoone intreated to 
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The deceirfulneſſe of mans beart, 


ſtay behinde, and take her leave. The Propher 0ſea 
bringeth in the Iſraelites, renuing their coucnant 
with the Lord, in very ſerious manner ; Come, let vs 
returne to the Lord, &rs6. One would thinke heere 
were ancxcellent ſpirit of {incerity.But God, diſcer- 
ning guileinthistheir ſo hor & haſty zeale, paſſeth 


'this ſentence vpon itz har ſhall I doe unto thee © 


Ephraim? &c. All thy righteouſneſſe 6 ag the morning 
dew. Aud therefore when our hearts promiſe any 
thing to God, whether openly or ſecretly, we muſt 
defire Gods ſtrength to inable vs for performance, 
as Dauid, hauing promiſed, 1 will keepe thy ſtatmies, 
praycth, for ſake me not oner-long, Yea, we mult in 
this caſe deale with our hcarts as 19/aadid with the 
Iſraelites, promiſing their. ſeruice ro the Lord : O 
ſayes lofhna, ye cannot ſerue the Lord,he is aicaloww God 
&c. So wee in like manner muſt propoend: ro our 
ſelfe the difficultie of doing any good thing ::both. 
in regard of our weakeeſſe, and Sathans wilineſſe, 


Scriptare exhorts. vs to be well aduifed, what wee 
doe; ſo-much'more ought weto be heedfall , and 
conſiderate in this ſuretiſhip ro God for ſuch falke 
heartsas theſearc chat weighing well our owne in- 


uer:preſume to: vndertake.any fuch: matter, other» 
:wiſethen in the deniall of our ſelues, and intheear- 
neſt craving of the preſence of the ſpiric, without 
,whom wee 
we ought. 


WR 
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Andas inbeing ſarcty co mag for. ourbrother , the 


ability ro doe ſo muchas theleaſt good, .we may-ne- | 


We*S 
* 


can-neither pomiſe , nor . performe as | 
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Of fonre aeceits of the heart in pradtiſing. 


BZ Ow wearecometo thefourth and laft head 
| ile ofrhe firſt kinde of the ſe/fe-deceining of the 
ES hcart,namcly,the deceirfulnefle whichis in 


whereby it commetrh to paſſe, that we cannot hold 
on aconſtant tenour in any good courſe, withour 
making of many interruptions. Many begin to en- 


| rer into ſuch and ſuch good wayes of repentance 


and reformation , but they ſoone grow weary, and 
breake off, Nabachadnezzar, ſecing the excellent 
propheticall ſpirit of Dexic! , in interpreting his 
dreame,was ſo affected, that only Dazicls God muſt 
be the true God. And yerthis laſted not long. For 
withinalittle while after, for all this, his Idollmuſt 
: bee worſhipped vnder-paine of death. And after 
this, the ſigbt of the miracle in the rhree childrens 
deliuery, thatthefirc which was fire to burne the 
bands wherewith they were tycd, was no fire, fo 
much as to. ſindge their apparell.::how didit fur- | 


knowledgement ofthe rue God? yet, for all this, 
not longafter, wee may ſce him ierting itin his Pa- 


prathiſing.And this ſhewsitſclfein diucrs particulars. | 
I The deceitfulneſſe of heart in prattiſing, ap- | 
peareth in the fckleneſſe and vnacertaintie thereof; | 


theriworke vporrbim:, and wrivgitrom bim theac- | 


: lace;y:nad: as prougly 2s cuer aduancing himlclfe | 
- [:aboue the Lord. Neither is it thus onely with | 


the wicked, but in the godly alſo themſelues, inthe | 
«1 4 11. rrue' 


—_—_— 4 EET. 0 : 


"- 


C Ve Lens. - aa TY YI oTY TE hs. at 


| 


_ ————t—___ 


The drceirfulneſſe of mans heavt. 


true praRiſe ofgodlineſſe , though not in like man- 
ner, whenceitis, thatthey finde ſich vneuenneſſe 
intheirliues,that they arc ſo off, and on, fo out and 
in; now in good fram?, but by and by ſenſibly di: 
ſtempered, andalcogerher vnlike themſclues, Some- 
times how arc we hoyicd vp tothe very skies, in 
 aboundance of pure any teauenly meditations 
and conſolations, as it were rapt vp with Paul in- 
toparadiſe, oraſcendingin £/as fiery chariot into 


{ heaven ? Otherwhile againe caſt downe ito the 


very deepes of hell,not ableto pray, heare, meditate, 
wirh any feeling of comfort, Sometimes in prayer 
rransformed in our ſovle (ſoare wee rauiſhed) as 
Chrift was in body, when he prayed. Other- while 
againe as heauy in prayer as the ſleepy Diſciples 
with Chriſt in the Garden ; the wings of our faith 
being clipt , our prayers lye groucling on the 
ground. Sometimes ſo comfortable and couragi- 
ous,that we can fay with De»id,T hoyz i were in the 


| valley of death, yet wonld 1 feare none ill: otherwhile 


againe ſo deade] and deiefte&in our ſpirits, that 
we are like him,when he ſaid, Oe day I [hall die by the 
hand of Sanl, Sometimes ſo ſtrong in faith, that we 
can ouercome thepreateſt dangers, and with Peter 
can walke vpon the {ſwelling wanes: By and by fo 
faint, and brought to ſo low ay ebbe that wee fall 
downe cuen in farre lefler dangers : as Peter began 
to linke at the ring of the winde, Sometimes ſo 
patient thar wee can quitey beare che greateſt in- 
dignities ; preſently atrer ſo impatient, that wecan- 
not put vp the ſmalleſt vakindneſſe : As David, p4- 
tient in Sz/s perſecution , impaticrt in X,abelsdil- 

| | cu: teſie. 
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curtelic, To. conclude. Inthe beating of the word, 


and frame our hearts be inthen! Little would wee 
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The deceitfnlneſſe.of mans heart. 


——— 


how dae we feele ſometimes our hearts to burne, 
and glowe within vs? O the heauenly affeRions | 
we.then feele inkindled ! O the ſweer diſpolition, 


chinke then that afterward wee {ſhould be ſo much 
cooled, as weare very quickly after our departure 
from thts fire, and comming into, the freezing ayre 
of the world :* In which regard , as Chry/oſlome 
ſaics,, the Miniſters hauec the gicater trouble, be- 
cauſe they neuer. hkndetheir wowrke as hey left ir, as 
other workmen doe,the Smith,the loyner, &c. who 
as they left their worke 1s the cazning, fo they finde 
it in the morning: but Miailtcrs ſhall finde their | 
worke altogether put out of frame and order, by 
reaſon of our deccittull hearts, that ſtcale-from vs 
thoſe good afteRions we had before. If a horle na- 
eurally crot, and for ſome ſpace of time hath accu- 
ſtomed himſelfe thereto, though by Art hee be bro- 
ken, and made amble, yet in iourneying he will bee 
euer and anone offering to goe out of his amble 
into histrot: So regenerate men, becauſc naturally 
thcir hearts arecuill, though in part mortified by 
grace, they hauc learned to doe well, yet cucr and 
anonethey hauccxperience of the readines of their 
heart to breake out into their olde courſes. Cor- 
ruption inthem will hauc ſome flurts. Our heart is 
the inſtrument wee muſt worke with, in the ſer- 
uiceof God : But a deceitfull inftrument will not 
hold out in working; no morc will our deceitful! 

heart inthe ſeruing of God. 
The ſecondpoint of deceitfulneic in this kinde,is'in 
the: 


1 


[ 
| 
d 
| 


T he deceiifulneſſe of mans heart; 


the ſipperineſſe of ourhearts; whereby it comes to 
paſſe that they giue, both God) and our ſelues; the 
ſlip, whileſt they are in the performance of good 
exerciſes. As when in prayer, meditation, and hea- 
ring ofthe word they lily fteale away, and play the 
fugitiue, carried away: with idle, and wandring 


haue miſcrable experience of; their hearts herein 
dealing with them, as if our ſeruant, imployed in 
ſome buſincſle, rogether with our (clues, in the mid- 


marking, or minding of-him. That holy Father 


ons. Concerning the which hee thus writeth ; 
« Let cuery man therefore marke and conſider 


© oftentimes our prayers themſelues are interrup- 
«red with vaine thoughts, ſo that our heart can 
« hardly ſtand ſtill with God : Though yet ir-would 
«lay hold on it ſelfe, and ſo make it ſelfe to ſtay with 
<«< him, 


«may keepe in itlelfe from flying aw ay in her wan 
* dring motions,that ſo tarrying (till with ths Lord 
*1t may be refrethed with ſweer delights by- him. 


| ** Hardly among many of our prayers mect we with 


*ſ{ucha prayer. Eucry one would be ready to ſay 


* heard Dasidin acertaine place ſaying: Therefore 


6c thy 


imaginations. This deccitfulneſſe the moſt holy 


deſt ofthe worke {hould primly.ſteale away, wenot: 


Auſten feltthis,and bewailed it in himſclfe, rhatin: 
his moſt ſerious meditations ofheauenly things; his | 
minde was ealily diſtrated byrhe ſlighteſt occaſi- || 


«what doings there are within in-the heart , how - 


tina'ſortit flycth away as it were tromit: 
«ſelfe, neither can it find any bounds whereby it. 


*that this were ſo onely with him, and thatothers- 
« were nottroubledin likemanner , vnleſſe we had | 
In Pſal $.9. 
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© = 4. HU, DOSES... 
:zSam.717. |*rhy ſernant hath found-his heart to pray vnco 
= by | *thee, Zoe, hee fates that he found his heart, as thowgh 
Dixit ſe inveni. | his heart were wont to flye awayfrom him, and he faine 
re cor ſu | to-rwnneafter thu fngitine, and being not able to catch 
ou —_ | it himſelfe,tocry tothe Lord,my heart hath left me. So 
quiquaſi fagi- | farre Auſtive excellently ſetting forth this deceirful- 
ni nefle of our hearts,. Would we not count him a de» 
Slee 6.1 Ccittu)l friend, who, when wee thould haue greateſt 
Pſal, 38. vie of him, wonld chen be ſure to'be our of the way ? 
Alike deccitfull muſt-our hearts needs be, the chic- | 
feſt inſtrument wherewith we areto ſeruethe Lord ; 
And yet when Gods feruice is to bee-performed of 
vs,our hcarts are thento finde, they have runne a- 
way from-vs,and {o, when we thould ſeeke God, we 
miſt firſt goe ſeeke ourſelucs. | | 
I [ 1 Deceit, The third deceit is, when our hearts doe priuily, 
| _ vhs at and ſecretly, wee ſcarce perceiuing it, foiſt in,and 
 onino ggog | (cloſely, conuay ſome corruption inro our good 
aQions. actions, even then; when we are in the very a& of | 
| performance. And with this deccit are cuen the 
children of God themlelues exceedingly troubled. 
'For howſoeuer they propound not to themſclues 
lany of theſe by and baſe reſpes of praile-, and} 
vaineglory,-&c. in their good ations, but rather do 
ſet themſclues againit them; yer theſe things doe 
comein by ſtealth,and ſ1:ly infinuate, and windein 
themſelues into their hearts , as once the ſerpent | 
into the Garden. So ficly in this regard doth the 
| Prophet call our heart deceitfull, in chat word, in 
the originall, from whence 7acob had bis name, be- 
cauſe our flcſhly hearrs doe the ſame thing to the 
ſpirit, in doing of good, which 1aces did to his _ 
| | rcacr 
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| offers towards God. For as knauiſh cony-catch- 


| "2s 


The deeeitfulweſſe of mans heart, Tg 4 


platitir, and catch itby the heele, when it isin run- 
when they intrude and obtrude vpen vs their owne 


Samaritanes would haue had their fingers in the 
building of the Temple with the Iewes ; namely, 


chu offered ſacrifice to Baal, killing his prieſts atthe 
ſame time; and looke how Haſhai went to 1bfoloms 
company to overthrow him: Alike deale our hearts 


withvs; needes will they intermedgle in our good 


ations, but it is but to rob vs of them, by transfor- 
ming them into ſinne, through che mixture of their 
cortuption : For when there ſprings vp any ſweete 
fountaines ofgrace within vs, then.doe they cloſe. 
ly (as once the Ph1iliftims dealt with 1/aacks wells, 


which hee had digged) caſt intheir fhlthy dirt and 


duſt, cuen to ſtop them vp therewith : They drop 
downe from theic impure hands ſome filth , vpon 
thar pure webbe the Spirit weaueth, and ſo make it 


leaven into the ſpirits dough, and ſo ſowre it, and 
make it diſtaſifull ro the Lord. When ſometime 
the ſpirit of grace is offering to put forth it ſelfe, as 
once Zarah in Thamers wombe, yet by reaſon of 
this deceirfulneſſ= of our hearts, it recoyles pre- 


| ſently,3nd goes backezſo as Zara did, and the fleſh 


like Peres, that ieppes before its, and ſo as they 
were deccined when Zarahs hand was firſt ſeenc, fo 


Sa 4 crs, 


ther, comming out of the Wombe, as it were ſup- 
ning of the Chriſtian race; ſor what elſe doe they, 


carnall and corrupt afte&tions ? Looke how thoſe. 


4 


with'a purpoſe to have deſtroycd it, and looke how | 
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a menſtruous cloath : They cunningly put in their |- 


wee often, when-we feele-our ſclucs making ſome { 
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| ers, watching therimes when boneſt men are to goe 
ro ſome ſolemnity of feafting , craftily thruſt in | 
chemſclues, that they way filch ſomething away: . 


| 


[ 


The duntfuluſſeefmanc hea, 
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ſo where Grace is toimploy her lelfe, Corruption 
will be farcto hauean oarc 1nthis boate, and to in- 


tercft it ſelfe in the good ation, that it may by this | 


meanes ſicale away the beſt part of our comfort 
therein: As 1nthe loue of grace and vertue in good: 
women, iccomes ſometimes to paſle, that the im- 
pure and filthy loue of luft- and concupilſcence, 
by certaine juggling feates of conueyance, cogges 
iricſc.fe. Therefore S*, Pau! writing to Timothy, a 


man rarely mortified , biddeth him yet to exhort + 


younger women with pareneſſe, or chaſtly : becauſe 
through the deceirttulnefſe of his hearr, euen then, 
whileſt he was exhorting them to chaſtitic , ſome 
vnchafte motions might. come creeping, into bis 
owne heart, and fteale vpon him vnawares. And 


fo in preaching, while the Miniſter is ſtirring vp | 
others tothe zeale of Gods glory, through this de- | 


ccitfulneſſe of bearc, it comes to paſlc too offen , 


that thoughts of pride and vaine-glory poppe in. 


themlelues, to defile and deface the glory of the 
worke. In which regard Auſten faics,that itis har- 


der to preach bolily , then to heare, writing vpon |. 
' that of- David; Then ſhalt make mee to-heare the | 
 weee of ivy and gladnefſe>;, which hereades lome- 
| thing otherwiſe, thus : Thos ſhalt gine foy 10 my 


* bearing. Wherevpon hee thus writeth : The hea- 
*rers of 'the-word'are more -bappic then the ſpcs- 


«kers. The learned-bearer may-bee humble ; bur * 
j *the ſpeaker, heemuſt Airiue apainſt pride, _ oe j 
Alas ; _* gefire | 


—_ 


w 


"Y » 


_ 
o 


o 


_ 
I 
ah SOOT EIN —__—_ 


we” < 


C 


od... A 


il i tits. ae. 


' 


| their mindes to reconcihation with their aducrſa- 


Þ The deceitfalneſſe of mrans hears. - | 
« defire of pleaſing men,thar they cloſely ereepen8 
in vpon him, and cauſe him to difpleaſe God, &e. The 
' like deceirare we fubie& vntoin prayer alſo: Wit- 


neſſe 7ow4ahs example,of whom itis ſaid,that he then 
prayed, when indeed hee did nothing but quarrell 


li on——_—__——_ 


| with God ; Read the words of thar his prayer, and 
| yee ſhall find nothing prayer-like in them : They 
| ſeeme rather ro bee a brawle, then a prayer. How | 


then is he ſaid co pray ? No doubt fecling his weake- 


| nefſe in giuing placeto anger, he thoughr to ſtriue 
| againſtir, and in this good minde addreſſed himg; 


{elfe ro prayer : bur yer loe the deceirfulneſle of his 


ſtulation with the Lord. Thus ocher-while men 
ſetting themſclucs ro medicate againſt ſome finne, 
in the very aQof medication haue beene infnared 


{ chercin. For as in ſpeaking againſt ſome ſinnes , it 


falls out that orhers ſometime are taught to pra- 
Riſethem , (which was So/ows reaſon of making no 


| lawes againſt the killing of our parents, lcaſt by for» 
| biddingir he ſhould reach it, ) ſoalſo inthinking a- | 
gainſt ſome ſinnes, our ſclues may be caught: And 


when men in their thoughts hauc beene framing | 


ries, in the remembrance of the injuries receined, 
they hauc beene further incenſed then before.” Pe- 
fer did wel to aske the queſtion, Mafter hill we drew 
the ſword? He did notaske this queſtion as rhe prin- 


heatt; while by prayer be choughe to haue oner:- : 
| come hisanger, anger overcame him and his prayer 
| ro, turning it into a iangting and wrangling expo- 


—— 


A 


| cesin /eremy, whether they ſhould goe downeinto | 


2. 


{| Egypt, being before relolucd to goedowne, what- 


Ionah 4+ Is 


FT I WOT" "IF" a 
; =P 


| his queſtion before hee made it being fully purpo- 


. 


| hecould not holde his minde in that temper of mo- 
EJcracion , to ſtay the anſwere of the queſtion; but: 


| vponhim: Andtherefore Godſecing thar,ſaid vato / 


| nefle, this is a gooddelire ; but how often doe the ;| - 


- and inſufficiency , made hity {o fearefull of vnder- 
. taking the office he impoſed vpon him, Jeſt by this 
| meanesGods glory ſhould be foyled in him: Nej-. 
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The lettlifulneſſeofwancheart, _ 


Deucrthe Propher ſhould anſwere: No, we are nor 
40 thinke that Perer had made a reſolute anſwere to 


ſed to draw, 'beforc he asked the queſtion ; No, hee 
did not fo fouly diſſemble; But in asking the queſti- 
on hee ſeemed to be framing his mindero more mo- 
deration,.and willing to bee aduiſcd and directed 
by Chriſt, but yet withall cxaſperated with the in-' 
ſolcticic of theaduerſarie, and indignitic of the fa, 


- even in asking drew, the deecitfulnelle of his heart 
preventing Chriſtsanſwere. So againe, oftentimes , 
inmany of qura&ions, where we thinke we doc in- 
tend agoodend, and doe indeede in ſome fort in. | 
tend ir, there yet withall , vader hand, gets into our 
mindes the. conſideration: of ſome other ſiniſter 
and crooked reſpet, As Moſes pretended to the 
Lord, that the conſcience of his owne weakeneſle, 


ther did he altopether diflemble therein; But with-. 
all, there ſecretly lurked another matter beſide the 

fearc of himſelfe, namely, the feare of Phartedt, leſt 
hee would haue reuenged the «Egyprians quarrell 


him.; Ariſe Moſes , gee 1hywaies, they are dead that 
ſecke thylife. So when we defire that our.childrenzor | 
others'yader our charge , ſhould thrive in godli- 


eyes of our mindes looke'a ſquint at Gods glory. 


"herein $7 
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| T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. © 
herein;and(whatſoener our own pretencesand 
ceits, may bee) like Demetries, pretending Diana 
glory againſt Pasl1doArine, when yerit washisown 
gainc he more ſpecially intended, how often arc we 
carried away with a reſpe& of our ſelues, that wee 
might reape ſome credit in the good lucceſle of our 
labours? And therefore excellently the Apoſtle, pur. 
{ ging himſelfe of this corruption , writeth thus vnto 
the Corinthians; N,gw 1pray to God that ye doe no enil, ' 
The Corinthians might obie&, Thou thus prayeſt, 
not fo much for our goad,-as for the credit of thine | 
owne Miniſtery. The Apoſtle therefore by way of ' 


AQ.19.1 Y 


2.Cor.r3.76 


preuention addes, #07 that we ſhonld ſeeme approued, 
'haningour labours thus bleſſed : bur that ye would doe 
that which i honeſt, thongh we ve a4 reprobates ; in an 
honeſt deſire of your owne good docweedelire it, 
without any reſpc@&of our felues. Againe, when the 


godly forrow. for their ſmaller finnes, often- yp- 
on -this occaſion the heart beginneth to conceiuc 
| thoughts of pride. O there are tew that take notice 
" | offuch ſmall ſinnes,or are ſo touched for them, as 1. 
-And ſothe theefe Pride, ſteales away our humilicie, 
as itdoth alſo all our other graces,it being almoſt all ! 
onetobe (imply proud, as to bee proud becauſe of 


of ourchaſtitie,&c. 

The fourth deceit ofthe heart in praQiſing,is when 
itcauſcthvsto leape from one cxtreame to another, 
pafhing by the meanc z as from prodigality, tocoue- 
.| touſneflc, from Conetouſnefle ro. prodigality-skip- 


children of God are bumbled and-caſt downe in | 


our humilicy,to be vnclcane, as to be prond becauſe q- 


ping oucrliberality. In the former; leape the coue-! 
| 3 " "roma! 


IV, Deceir, | 
leaping from- 
extreame tO 


extrcames 


' 
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' The dectitfulneſſe of mans beart, - 
fs man hath a faire pretence:O why ſhould I waſt- | 
fly miſpend Gods creatures ? why ſhou}d:J make 


4$F ; mybelly my God > But why doſt tbou not rightly 


vie Gods eremures? why doeft thou make thy mony 
thy God? The prodigall, lately couctous, his colour 
| is as g00d, why ſhould Imakemy ſclfe adrudge to 
[ my goods ? yea, and why ſhopldeſt thou makethy 
ſelfe a drudge tothy pleaſures? [n the ſamerkinde of 
j deceit are ſome brought from preſumption to de- 
ſperation, fromthinkingtheir {ins are nothing; and 
| that-they can repent when they liſt for them, to 
chinke that they arc greater then that euer they can | 
repent, orfind mercy at Gods hand. Ry the like de- 
ccit are men come from too much honouring of- 
Miniſters, which-was in poperie, totoo mach con- |. 
remning of them. As it was inthe Church of Co- 
rineh, fome would giue too much to the Miniſters, ; 
ferui'y apprentiſing- their iudgements vnto them, |- 
1 am Panles, I am Apoltoes : Anotherdortyto aioide | 
this extremitie onthe-right hand , went as farre our |. 
on the lefr, in the vtter reicAing of the Miniſtery : 7: 
awChriſis, I care not for any miniſter, but will bee 
taught immediarely by Chriſt himſelfe. And there- 
{ ſore Panl after hee had refuted thoſe offending.in 
-the exceſle , leaſt any through this deccictulneſſe 
| ſhould decline roo muchto the defet;he wiſely qua- 
lifes the matter : Le? a man yet thinke of vs as of the 
Miniflers of Chriſt, diſpeſers of the ſecrets of God. Lee 
nomanthinke that thcre4s no-other-way to auoid 
too much dignifying the. Miniſters, then too much 
nulliffing of them. This is like the huſbandmans 
<rror, when-in correcting the crookednes ofa twig, 
Epps hee 
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F_ . The deceitſulneſſe of mens beare, * 


1 inceſtuous perſon, fell to ouer-rigorous ſcuerity , in 
| notfreeing bim from puniſbmenc, in notlooſing him 


| ſelfe , that in his deſire to audid carnall delight in 


f condemne all delightfull melodie, tickling the care. 


| VS, though the deceit, haue beene broughe from | 


4 
$a. 
>" — 


hee writhes it too much the other: ways: Ardec 


ſtation ofhereſies, have in their diſputation over: 
ſhore themſelnes ſomtimes, and gone-co0 farre on 
the other ſide. As, Clemens was fo far 
| worſhip of images, that hee condemned the-Art of | 
' painting. An example: of deceit in this kinde wee 
aucin Peter, who for not ſaffering Chriſt to waſh 
his feet, hearing chat fearefall anſwere, Yoleſſel waſh 
| thee chow haſt no part in-me, laſhed out;preſently as 
farre the other way, Lordnot feete onely, but hands 
and head and at.- But it was his feete onely that 
Chriſt would wall , not his hands or head. So the 
Corinthians, being reprehended for their remiC- 
neſle,  and'careleſfe ouer-{ight in not pupiſhing che | 


vpon his repenrance.S6:S<4uften canteſſeth of him- 
ſinging, he fell into that extremity of ſeucrity, as to 


Theerrourin the primitiue Church wass,to magnific 

the Apoſtles writings, in contempr of their vocall 
 dofrine. Theletters, ſaid the falſe Apoſtles, concer- 

. ning Pawl, are ſore and firong : but his bodily preſence, 

| «nd his ſpeech is of no valae. The Papiſts at this day. 


carried againft | 


that befellthe Fathers, who in their 'zealons-detes: © 
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! have avoided thiserrour, by falling into the contra- 
'ric of aduancing the do&rine which the Apoſtles 
[ ſay they, delivered by word of mouth, their vawrit- 
| ten verities, to the ſhamefull diſparagement of their 
| written doarine. And to conclude, how many of 
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eoa coldeand heartleſſc knowledge withoat zeale, 


| and fotoah over-licentious and lawlefle diſſolute- | 


| ' a far more powerfull attraQtiue to 


Thedeceitfnlneſſe of wan: bears. | 


diſh ſupcrſtici ionto prophane and irreligions | 
cheiſme?: From theblinde falewithoin on. core 


from works without faith; co fairh wicthour workes, | 
from (haking offche yoke of that Romane tyrannie, | 
6 ſhake off the-fwiecrandeaſic yoke of Chriſt to, 


neſſe. From che leaving of Popith faſting, pennance, | 
confeſion, to the contermpr of true Chriſtian faſt- 
ing, reperitance, confeifion ;-and fromtheerrour of 
the neerit of good workes, toa ſhamefall negleRt of 
cher, Sothat we did more good workes (I meane 
outwardly in regard ofthe matter) in Poperie, for 
our owne plory., then now. wee doe for Gods 
| gloty , though: Gods glory ſhould bee. 


good workes then our ownc. 

. Andrheſebethefoure -: 
: firſt deceit in 
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| The deceisfulneſſe of mane” beast, _ 
| tne d- LEES == 
Cuar. XX11, bogs 
of eight more deceits in the ſane kinde,, 

44 O goe yetforwards in theſe deceirs; The 


2 Fs //t is, when ourhearrs cauſe vs todegenc- 
PESTS rate from the mearie tothe extreame, ſpeci- 
ally chat which hath greateſt reſemblance with the' | 


meane. Wherein our hearts deale with vs, as the 
Dinel would haue dealc with our Saufour, when vp- 
on occaſion of his ſtrong faith in his Fathers proui- 
dence, which hce had ſhewed in refifting his firſt 
 rempration, chufing rather to line by his faith in 
want of bread, then vpon his motion to command 
the ſtones to be made bread, when, I fay, vpon this 


in his ſecond temptation to preſumption in caſting 


cle, as being an ation which would carry a grear 
colour of a very ſtrong faith indeed, Peter hauing 
| madeanorableprofeſion of his faith , 7 how ar: the 
Chrift,the ſonne of the lining God, and being therefore 
much commended by our Sauiour, preſently there- 
vpon tooke occaſion to fall fromthe trac boldnes of 
faith, to the ſawezneſſe of preſicmprion, in adviſing his 
Mafterto decline the crofle, whercvpriihe ſafuari. 
| on ofall the «le depended. So likewiſe, from iuſt® 
and lawfullzcale, how caftly through this deceirful- 
nes doe we ſtray intoblind boldnes, and vnadvuiſed- 
neffe? as the common pcople of their owne heads 
{throwing down y 
= ca 
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ory 


occafion, He would have cunningly broughrthim on 


himſelfe downe headlong from the top of the pina- | 


V.Dececir, fli- 
dingfrom the;; |; 
meanetoan | 
CXTTeame, 


— 


eimages, andthe Brownifts as they | 


—_— _ me es. 
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T hedeceirfulweſſe of mans bears. Ii 


We parating from our Churches; the like was the 
zeale of Perey indfrawingourthis ford, inhis Ma- | 
ters quarrell,and cutting off Malchies care: as alſo 
ofewo ofhis fellowes, calling downe for fire from 
heaven, to conſume-the inhoſpitall Samaritans. In all 
| = .; _ » | theſe, Zcaledegenerated, and becamelike winetur- | 
Iudg.5r:1. nit ned.nto vine ar. As alſo inthe Iſraelites, when chey 
+ "| werecarricd ſofarreintheir zcale and indignation 
againſt the Beniamites, thac they (ware raſhly they | 
would noge ofchem giue any of. their daughters to | | 
wife to a Beniamite : So ſhould awhole Tribe have | 
periſhed, andthe Church & Common. wealth baue 
becne weakened and impaired. What madnelſle 
was this, in puniſhing othecs, ſo farre to excecde, 
that therein alſo we ſhould puniſh ourſelues ? Like 
1 the hands andother outward parts in the Parable, 
| whichdenyingto miniſter food to the belly, becauſe 
| as they ſaid it was idlc and lazie while they labou- 
| red, did therby pine and conſume chemſelues. And 
yet ts this cnd the deceirfull hearts ofthe Iſcaclites 
bring them, vpon occaſion of their juſt and lawfull | | 
zeale; So calily may.the Divell caſt in his wild-fire | 
| into this fireof zcale. Thus, from the ivſt reucrence 
ofholy men;camein religious adoration; as we may 
ſecintheexamples of Cornelize and 1ohw, rebuked. F- 
by Perer,andthe Angell. Soallo;fromgodly ſorrow 4, 
how caſily doc our deccitfull hearts carry vs.to im- | 
| noderate and exceſhiue penſiueneſle 3; from being 
| | poore im ſpirit, to be deſperateiw ſpirit, As the Apo» 
| | file ſhewerb, admoniſhing the Corinihians,that t 7 
would comfort the ge: ous.ſinner, and relcaſc, 
| him of his excommunicarion, lcafthe ſhould vpon 
| occa- 
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The deceitfalneſſe of mani hears. 
occaſion of longer continnance in his.iutt ſorrow; 
'| befwallowcd vpof deſpaire, For we are nes ignorant, | 
| faiesthe Apoſtle,of Sarbevs wiles, namely, how he 
laboureth to bring vs fromthe iuſt meane;, to the ex- 
{ ceſle., And as it is Sathans, fo alſo itis one of our 


being made ours,as I ſhewed inthe beginning. Thus 
from the true praiſe of morcification, in raming & 
keeping vader our flcthly abſtinence , many hauc 
{ brought themſclues ro too great an aultcriry and 
feuerity, Hence the whippings and ſuch like exerci- 
ſes of the Papiſts. Hence the diſcipline that hath bin 
vicdin Monaſterics, and the practiſe of ſome that 
would neacr eate but runniog,lcaſt they ſhould feele 
ſome pleaſure and delight jn cating. m— was 
caught inthiscrror, when vnder the colour of abſti- 
| nence, forthe reprouing of the luxurious Epbeſcens, 
hee had ſo far macerared his body, that the: Apoſtle 


vs whatan cyc wee had neede hauec ouer our:ſelues 


{thingmorecaſie, by reaſon of the deceitfulneſſe of 


our hearts,then to mixe ſomething of the extreames. 


witizout {inning, belecue without preſuming, repent | 
withont deſpairing, fearc without daubting,be mer- 
| Ty vithour vaine lightnefle, 'be:fad without 
+} and vnprofitable dumpiſhneſle. . 

. The ſixt deceit is, whemwee incroech'vpor G 

in thoſe things wherein hee hath given vs ſome li 

| berty in his word, going beyond the bounds he hath 


- owne hearts deceits ; his deceits, by our conſenting |- 


| was faineto prekcribe him Phiſicke. This may reach | 


eucn in the praQtiſe of the beſt things, becauſe no- | 


with the meane ; ſo-thar wee can hardly-be-angry | | 


_ { there ſer vs. God hath giuen vs liberty , yea Ipdent 
ESE hath 


» Cor, 3+, 


bu Tim.z93. = | 4 


VI.Deceit.In- | 

creaching in |} - 
the vie of 
thingslawfull. þ-. 
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Confeſ.10.36. 
Itaque nobis 
quoniam proptcy | 
quadam buman | 
ſocietats officia ' 
veceſſarium eſt 
amari gs timer} 
ab bomknibus,in- 


] fat adnerſarius 
| vbig, ſpargens 


in laqueu.Euge, 
Euge,ut dum 
aide colligimus 
incaute capid- 
mur, > a verie. 
tate tua gaudi- 
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i | urs woſtrum de- 


pongwns, Cr in 


. [-ominum falls. 
cla pong, 


libeatg, nos a- 
mari, timerl, 
nan propter te, 
ſed prote- 


84 
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Luk.21.34 
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: | denance of oar owne: creditand good name, thar ſo 


| in our ſeucrall callings, but herevpon, as S. .Auftes 
] hath well obſcrued,through the deceitfulneſle of our 


| 


{ areindiffcrent, and ſo may lawfully be done, thinke 


| makes his belly.-hisGod,and rellbim of his abuſe of 
| 
- ' F Chrifthathpurchaſcd for me? Hath not God giuen 


> 4. | VSwinez0 make gladtheheart? Yes to make glad;but. 
2: [Fdrunkennefle and ſurfeiring:makes icheauy 5 Take 


The deceitfulneſſe of inans heard, i | 
bath impoſed a necetlity vpon vs to ſceke the main. 


we might bethe ficter infirumencs of glorifying bim 


.hearrs,we are drawne onto defireand delight in the 
louegthe reuerence; the praiſe ofmen ir ſelfc, and eo 
like well'cnough of it, to beloued and reucrenced, 
not fer Gods cauſe, bur cuen in Gods lead. Bur this 
deccitis ſpecially inthe vic of things indifferent, as 
meate.mirch, marriage, recreation, fleepe,apparrell, | 
and (uchlike.- Of all which, Zod indeed hath gran- 
ted vs the ve, yernort ſo, but hee hath confined vs 
within certainc limits ,and as vato the (ca , hath ſer 
vs ourbonnds, ſaying; Thw farreſhals thou goe and. 
»s farther; Now our deceittull hearts bhauing once 
gorten this by che end , char ſuch and ſuch things 


they are-then-on a ſure ground; and fo care not 
how farre they laſh out; aschough there were no re- | 
ſtraint in the vſc of things indifferent. And thus it is 
ftrange to ſee, how that whichis lawfull, drawes on 
that which is norconnenient, yea, and whar horri-. 
ble finnes gre ſwallowed downe vnder the name of 
things indiffcrent. Cometo a ſwiniſh Epicure, that- 


Gods creatures:he will anſwerepreſently,why Rrai-. 
ten you my liberty inthe vſe of the creatures, which 


heany |. 
with | 


heed, faith our Sautour,/eeff your hearts be made 
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| with ſarfetiing and drankenneſſe, Thus wee ſee how 
| ealily 'our deceitfull kearts remooue the 2ncient 
bounds ſet by God, which to doc, but with men,is a 
deceit not-to be ſuffered: And ſoir ſteales on further, 
till atlengrhic bring vs from Chriſtian /ibertie, to a 
moſt vnchriſtian libertiniſme, and Inxurious ligen- 
tieuſneſſe. Behold then heere a noble deceit; while 
{ men thinke they take and vſe their liberty, indeed 
they looſeit: Forinthe vieof theſe things, wherein 
God hath made them free-men , they make them- 
ſclues bond-men ; being brought vnder the power of 
thoſe things which they vſe, asthe Apoſtle clegant- 
ly ſpeaketh ; For they fo inthrall rhemſelues to the 
| luſt of their ſenſes, and of their bellies, that though 
their owne, and others deftruftion be ſometime ioy- 
ned with the vie of ſome of theſe things, they cannor 
| yerforbeare: Which ſcemed to be the faultof ſome 
of the Corinthians,couering their intemperancie,& 
love of their belly, whereby they hazarded ſome 
of their brethrens ſoules, with the pretence of Chri- 
ſtianliberty.So much the Apoſtle,notobſcurely, in- 
-timates, when vnto that deceirfull obiecion, L4// 
things arelawfull ,heframeththis anſwere, Bus 1 will 


not make my ſclfea {laue romy belly , whoſe Lord 
I ſhould bee. So alſo God bath giner; vs liberty zo 
+dealein the world;and worldly occalions;Bur here, 
aninchbeinggiuen\ wee take an-ell, ruſbing our 
ſelues ouer head and eares in them, to the preiudice 
| offaith in Godsprouidenc6; ad of the exercifes of 
piety. So God-hath givetfthis liberty to his Mini- 
| ters, to take oftheirflockes ſufficient maintenance: 


not bee brought vader the powre of any thing :- 1 will | 


He 


1 Cor. 6.1. ;| 


> 1 


——— — ah EY" 


wa O80 =, 


*% 
ets. hes. Be Boone tc, 


ro "id at - , + 
4-248") 7 
OLE” W $1 
- p, hs z ” 
" wg 
43> #8 
2 bY 
' 


| Pre. 2329, | 


CET RL ERNST TIES; 2-7. a 


In Epift: Conce-. 
ditar tibt vi de 
alteri vines, | 
ox vt te alta - 
'l ri laxurieris. 


Confeſ].10.3t. 
| Crapula nous 
| Punguars ſab- 
| ; repit [Erie tide 


a Clemys 


| VII. Deceir, 
j luſtling our a 


greater good 
by alcſlc. 


2-7 Ae a, os 


| rheir quaffings , carouſing healths, and ſ[curcilous 


T bedeceitfalngſſe of mans beart, = A 


| Hethat attends yponthealtar, may liveof the altar. ! 
:| Bat Bernerdobſerued ic, in ſum? of hisrime, thar | 
| thence tooke occaſion to riot and ruffle ic our vp. 


on the Altar, though yerthe Scripture ſaith nor, the 
Miniſter may luxuriouſly laviſh ie, but onely liue of | 
the Alrar. The Scripture #lſo permits feaſting and 
merry-making : But how eaſily heere doe wee ouer- 
{hoot our (clues ? not onely the common fort in 


mirth, bur eucn the better fort allo, exceeding the 
bounds ofmoderation. 4»fep confellcth his errour 
'here. Lord, ſaith he , drupkenneſſe © farre from mee ;, 
let it not once come neere mee: CAs for giuttony it 
fteales ſometimes wpon thy ſeruant : I pray thee remone 
it fer ſrom me. But who i there that ſometimes i not 
carried away beyond the meaſure of temperance? Thus 
parents, becauſe of the lawfulnes of naturail aifeQi- 


j on, fall rocockering ofrheir children : In all theſe | 


and ſuch like caſes, wee muſt bee as icalousof our 
ſelucs,as 0b was of his children infeaſting; For here 
the deceitis ſo muchthe more cafic, by how much 
our ſaſpicion of itisthe lefſe,, prefuming vpon the 
lawfvincile. But wee muſt oppoſe to this deceit thar 


| of theApoſile 3 xl{thingsare lawfull, but all things 


are not expedient- Circumſtances oftime, place, per- 
foris muſt be confidered * Otherwiſe that ſaying is 
Trae : Hee that will doe all lawful things, all char hee | 


{-may, will quickly come to doe vulewfallthings, ſome- 
-rhing that he'may nor. "0 


| Theſenexrbdecelvis; when vpon ſamecare of do» | 
ingalefſcpood; wee ifteoarthe preater, and that, 


” V 


+” ere; -. 


| oftentimes wheti it:is moſt: "Martha was | 


Z\ _ thus 
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thus deccived, when her care of performing one 
gooddurie, in giuingthe beſt , and moſt repeafull 
intcr:ainmentto CHa1sT ſhecould, detained her 
fromthe hearingoftbe Word, a matter of far grea. 
ter moment. T hus many that read not ail the weeke 
long, knowing yet that reading is a duty commaun- 


| ded by GOD, will therefore bee.reading of the 
| Scriptures in che Sermon-time,at the Church..Some 


alſo arcathome in their private prayers and medt- 
eations; when the Church is aſſembled rogerber,and 
with private-ſeruice excjude the publique, Others 


| in hearing of the Word, while they miade the me- 
| thod and order of the Preacher, and matters of 


knowledge, they negle@ that which concernes affe- 
ion: Anddiuers ſech like. Heere remember, that 
-howſocuerinevill thinps that rule be falſe, of cn;ls 
chooſe the leaſt , yet in good things the contraric is 


| true: Of goods chooſe the greateſt. 


Theeight decett is, when having performed ſome 
good leruiceto God, wethereupon take occalion to 


| bethe morecarclefle and ſecure ; Like boyes,, who 


after they have followed their Bookes hard in the 


play reakes. So is it with vs. VVe may cafily fcele 
this diſpoſition in our ſelues, to be ready to plcaſc 
our ſclues in vnlawfull liberties, when we haucplca- 
| ſedthe LordinJawfulldpties, We may ſeeitin 16- 
ab, after hisembaſlage faichfully diſcharged tothe 
Niniuites , breaking forth into anger againſt the 
Lord: andin Ezek/e4,after hignotable ſeruice,both 
.of praier in lickneſle, and of thankſ giuing after de-- 
liverance, fouly oucr-ſhodting thimſclte in a vaine 


——_—_———— 
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[choole,think then they are priviledged to ſport and | 


oſtentation 


VIII. Deceir, j- 
Aft:r go2d 

ſucceſſe ro : 
grow ſecure. 
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IX. Deceit, 
The lzthes 
perucrſe imi- 
tation of the 
ſpirits 


| grace; but the truth is they come from our owne 
carnall hearts, and the Diucll together, both mu- | 


————_ 


— 


A T hedecejrfulneſſe of mans beart, : 


oſtentation ofhis treaſures to the Babilonith Embal- 
ſadour. Therefore after a lightening, take heede of a 
foyle. Nener have we greater cauſe to tremble, then 
after wee haue well acquitted our ſelues in the per» 
formance of ſome good duty. Then wil our hearts be 


from God, thar after their paynes in his ſeruice they 
might refreſh themſelues with ſome pleaſure of fin. 


; ſeeking of vnlawſull liberty, & offring to ſicale away | 


The nim4b deceit is, when the fleſh doth peruect(ly 
imitate the ſpiritin vs; whenas the Diucll cransfor- 
meth himſelfc into an Angel of light, ſo our flelhly 
and corrupt hearts into the {imilitude of ſpirituall,& / 
renewed. How is this ? Specially in the raifing vp of 
many good and holy motions, meditations, delſtres, ; 
and afteRions in our minds. Forexample,othcrwhile 
in praycr,or in hearing of the word, there come into; 

our mindes ſuch and ſuch thoughts, and good pur-. 
poſes of doing this or that good worke; ſometimes 
alſo many good affeRions, as of griefe for our (ins, 
and ſuch like, which yet are nothing to our preſcar, 
cicherpraying orhearing. Here our deceitfull hearts 
-will be ready tothinke theſe come from the ſpirit of 


tually conſpiring to deceiue vs. For the Spirit of God |, 
bath no ſuch office to draw-away mens minds from 
bearing the Vord : No, it openeth the heart, itboa- 
reth through the cares thereof, and makerh vs to at- 
tend, Sothe ſpirit of God hath no ſuch office neither 
asto trouble mens miades in prayer, with thoughts 


_.] impertinent: No,the ſpirit is the ſpirit of prayer,and 


— 


chaſeth away all Rrapgling thoughts, and keepeth 
| our 


—_ 


tt. 


. 0 % 


ah. 


| any temptation,bue they forſake vs, yea, they deli- 


{ him into the hands of the temptation. And alas ! 


| our mindes ſteady andatrentiue in prayer. There- 


| yetthe ſpirictbat ſuggeſts them in this faſhion, is 
| nor diuine, but flc(hly, or diabolicall, 


{ betray vs like 19dsſes, intothe diuvels hands. If one 
1 living familiarly with vs, fo that we repoſe ſome | 
| truſtin him, ſhould yet walking abroad with vs, and | 
| ſeeing ſome enemy come to offer violence, runne a- 
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fare aſſure thy ſelfe, here is noble iugling. Theſe 
thoughts ſuggeſted, though in themſelues Divine, 


The tenth deceit is, when in temptation our hearts 


way fromvs, would wee nor account him adeccit- 
full perſon ? much more if he ſhould conſpire with 
the enemy , and take his part againſt vs. So is it 


ſhip, no ſooner yetcan the Diucll ſet vpon vs with 


ver vs vpinto his bands. Herein dealing with vs as 
the falſe-hearted men of Xei/ah would hane done | 
with D aaid. As D «n#id miſtrufted them,ſo ſhould we 
theſe hearts. We neede not to aske the queſtion, as 
Dazid did of the men of Xe:lah, will they deliver vs: 
Wee may affure our ſelaes they will. Such is the 
depth of their falſhood. 7#dah when he went out in 
the morning to the ſheepe. ſhearing, had no ſuch | 
purpoſe as-to commit inceſt with Thawey , but yet 


decciued him , and gaue him the flip, yea, thruſt 


who ſces not this falſcneſſe of his owne heart, yeac- 


'H 


heere with our hearts, that lye continually in our | 


{ bolomes, and pretend great. kindacſſe, and friend- | 


forall chat being tempted, ſee how his owne. heart | 


i 


X, Deceit, 
, treachery in 
| temptation. 
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venthen when we goe forthinto the world with a | 
purpoſe apainſt ſuch and ſuch finnes? yet no ſooner | 
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' Net. 2.6.7, 


I XL. Deceir. 


Verſe 3: 


; 
d* 


{arethe leaſt tifing and: eempting occaſions offered 


ro our cyes,cares, or other ſenſes, but we arc caught 
preſently. 

. The e/enemth deceitis, by holding vs occupiedin 
thinking of ſome good thing ro come, co make vs 


negle& our preſent duty. Here wes ſhould remem- 


ber chat ſaying of Semxel to Saul, When thu ſhall 
come to paſſe, namely thy kingdome, doe that which 


z \ comes.mext hand. It is'a folly toleaue certainties for | 


vacertainties. Thou haſt certainty of that which is 
preſent, If thou wilt lay hold vpon the preſent oc- 
caſion thou mayeſt;zBur as for that which is ro come, 


| thou art wholly vncertaine, thau knoweſt not whe- 


ther there will eucr be any occaſion of good fer thee 
tolay hold of, or no. Herein mce thinkes the de. 
ceit of our heart is like the praRtice of Tobi4h and 
Sanballat againſt Neh:miah,who would haucdrawne 
him away from the repairing of the citic by calling 
him to conference, and conſultation with them- 
ſclues; ſo our harts doe often divert vs from the pro- 
ſecution of many good purpoſes, by caſting other 
ode impertinent marrers in our way, like as ina 
caſe farre vnlike, the Philiſtimes dinerted Sautfrom 
the purſuit of Dazid , or as the Foxe diuerts the 
huntſman ſometimes from following:the Hare. Bur 
in this caſe we muſt be wiſe ro anſwer our hearts, as 


| Nehemiah did his crafty adu:rſaries, 1 have 4 great 


worke to doe and | cannot come downe : why ſhould the 
workeceaſe wbile I leauc it,and come toyou. 
- The twelfib deceit is, when admittancebeing got- 


| ten for ſomching; becauſe of ſome other thing wher:- 


on it{hould wait, as 4 handimaide on/her miltreſſe, 


et) 
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| The deceirfullviſſe+foans heart, 
yet i this hand. maid beginneth to perke aboue her 


feſt place. 4A#/ten ſhewes this deceit in himſclte/in 
his ſenſuall delighting in ſinging of Pſalmes, in re- 
ard of the ſweetneſle of the ſound and content- 
ment of his cares therein. Of which he thus writeth. 
But oftentimes the delight of my care deceiurth mee, 
whiles ſenſe does not ſo follow reaſon, that jt can pati- 
| ently emdure to come behindeit, but hauing gotten to 
be received onelybecanſe of it , would therefore goe be- 


{ fore «nd hane the chiefety. So I ſinne in theſe things, 


not perceining it : bat afterward, 1perceiveit. The 
naturall delight in ſinging of, Plalmes is lawful , ifir 
be ſubordinate, and ſubſeruientto the ſpirituall de- 
light in the matter it ſelfe. But here was THs/tensde- 
ccit,that the nazsra//delight inthe ſound, did ouer- 
rop the -fir:rnall delight in, the ſu>flance- of the 
Platme: Soitis lawfull to delight inthe witty ſpee' 
ches thar are in Sermons z ſa we vſethis our dehght 
in the w/7.toconti:meourdelight in the graze af the 
ſame ſpecches; Bur hereis thedeceitfulneſle of ou; 
hearts,that our aftc ion to the, wit is farre more in 


of a Sermon, wee feele our affcRion to the grace 
ſomething ſlaked ard cooled, This is as it one who 
is welcome to a place, onely becauſe hee is in my 
company , and comes as my ſhadow, ſhould yer, 
aftcr hee were receiu: d intothe- houſe for my ſake 
cauſe my friend o.thruſtme our of the dores, that 
he may haucallthe weleqme ; and kinde incertaine- 


'V2 


ſenſethen to the grace, and that in affeing the wit 


Miſtreffe,and to incroach and vſurpe vpon' the _— 


”— 


Conſeſſ.10.34. 
Sed delefatis 


rationem {en 
ſus non ita co 
mitata”,ut pa- 
tienter fofteri- 
or fit, ſed tare 
tum quia prop- 


it admits, eti- 
am precurrere 
tur. Ita in by 


non ſentiens, 
Fee 
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 Cnar,| 


carnis mee ſept 
| me fallit, dum 


ter iam mery- 


ac Aucere cona- 


| 


| 


| 
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Of the atceit of aur Aﬀettions in genercd. 


of that deceitfulaeſle ofthe affections, / yihemſulues. 
Where firſt, wee will ſpeake of their deceit in gene+ 


al, and then ſecondly in ſpecrall, of the deceit of | 


ſome ſpeciall affe ions. 


The deceit of the aftcions in generall, ſhewes it | 


felfe in two things. 
7. In that they areof fo variable & mutable adiſ- 


polition,that the face of the heauens is not ſo divers, |. 
nor the ſea,or weather, fo inconſtant, nor the Came- | - 


lion ſo changeable as they. Nothiny is there ſo vn- 
Raied,nothing ſo vacertaine; not onely changed this 


day from-yeſterday;burt this houre,yea this moment | - 
from the former. Hencethar of So/omen: No man. 
knoweth love or hatred, tharis, as /a7iws expounds 


ie,the thing either he loves or hates, by reaſon of this 
fickleneſſe of our ſo calily alterable afteRtions. VViho 
would hauc thought, that Awmons fo hot affeQi- 
on to his Siſter , could cucr have beene cooled? 
Yer for all that, preſently after his luſt was ſatisficd, 
his hatred of her exceeded his former loue. Who 
would have thought thatthe Tewes , that cried o- 
ſanns to Chrift, weuld after haue cryed fo ſoone, cra- 
cifie,cracifie? Who would hauc thoughethe Agyp- 
tians ſodcſirous of the Iſraclites departure,thac they 


ths 


£ Itherto we have ſpoken of that deceitſulneſle 
# of heart , which is 7oyntly in the minde, and- 
V affc tioss: it remaineth now,that we ſpeake. 


cue 


—— 
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1 the loſt of herfirſt love; and with the Galathians, 
| that atthe firſt were ſo feruentin their affeRions, . 
| thatthey could have foundin their hearts to hauc 


| itrwith the lewes, who a the firſt followed, and . 


| nyintheſe ourdaics. - | *. 
{ : The ſecond thing wherein our affeRtions ſhew 
| themſelnes -deceirfull , is the blinding and cor- | 


j| though-alſs 


| gourd flourilheth, to morrow- when ir periſheth, 


but yer for « ſeaſon onely. ; 16bnquickly grewRtale to 
| them, and as our Saviour inſipugtes , 30 more ac- 


' thatdoc deccive vs Adam 


on the ſuddainerunne afterthem, to recouer them 
againe into their hands as before: So for ioy and 
ſorraw wee may ſcethe like varieties and changes. 
19n4 that today isthe oncly merry man, while the 


none fo penſive or perplexed as he. 


Thus was it with Epheſws , charged by Chriſt with 


plucked outtheir eyes for him, yer afterward were 
more ready to plucke out his eyes. Thus allo fared 


flockedafterthe Baptiſt , and, reioyced in bis lighe 


countedof then a reede fhohen mith the winde. And 
would to God the caſe were not alike with t00mMa- | 


A. 


rupting of our tudgement. 'Theſe are our Exes, 
not" deceived, that is, fo much by his iadgement , 
thavto) as by his affection to his 


pe EIT 
_ —_— 


This deceit of our affections is moſt dangerous | 
in the matters of religion ; when we begin to waxe 
| cold, hauing beene once zealous, and tocate vp that 
| zealeof Gods houſe, which was wonttoveate vp vs. 


| 


The deceirfulneſſe rf mans bears. | | 

| — : WT ————— 
|.cyen.wooedthemro begone, by giuing them their 
| precious iewcls, ſhould yer within fo tew-houres, 
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Cnare, XXITL. 
Of the atceit of aur Aﬀettions in generch. 


£ Itherto we have ſpoken of that deceitfulneſle 


BS fc tions: it remaineth now,that we ſpeake 
of thar deceitfulaefle ofthe afteRions, / yihemelues. 
Where firſt, wee will ſpeake of their deceit in gence 


raft, and then ſecondly in ſpecrall, of the deceit of | 


ſome ſpeciall affe ions. 


The deceit of the affections in generall, ſhewes ir | 


felfe in two things. 
7. Inthat they are of ſo variable & mutable adiſ- 


polition,that the face of the heauens is not ſo divers, |. 
nor the ſea,or weather, fo inconſtant, nor the Came- | - 


lion ſo changeable as they. Nothiny is there ſo vn- 
aied,nothing ſo vncertaine; not onely changed this 


day from-yeſterday;burt this houre,yea this moment | - 
from the former. Hence that of Sa/omem: No man. 
k noweth love or hatred, tharis, as /an1ws expounds 


ie,the thing either he loves or hates, by reaſon ofthis 
fickleneſſe of our ſo calily alterable affeRtions. VVho 
would hauc thought, that Awmons fo hot affei: 
on to his Siſter , could cuer have beene cooled? 
Yer for all that, preſently after his luſt was ſatisfied, 
his hacred of her exceeded his former lJoue. Who 
would have thoughe tharthe Tewes , that cried Yo- 
ſanna to Chriſt, would after haue cryed fo ſoone,cru- 
cifie,cracifie? Who would hauc thoughethe Agyp- 
tians ſodcſirous of the Iraclites departure,thar rhey 
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1] cold, hauing beene once zealous, and to'cate vp that 
| zealeof Gods houſe, which was wonttvecate vp vs. 


{ theloſle of herfirſt love; and with the Galathians, 
| that atthe firſt were ſo feruentin their affeRions, | 
| that they could have foundin rheirhearts to hauc 


 flockedafterthe Baptiſt , and, reioyced in bis lighe 
but yer for « ſesſon onely ; lobaquicklygrewNiale to 
| them, andas our Saviour inſipugtes , 30 more ac- 


| nyintheſe ourdaics. | oe 
{ © The ſecond thing wherein our affeftions ſhew 
| themſelves -dceceitfull , is the blinding and cor- | 


j. (though-alſe 
wife, which 


on the ſuddainerunne afterthem, to recouer them 
againe intq their hands as before : So for ioy and 
ſorraw wee may [ce the like varieties and changes. 
19nx that today is the onely merry man, while the 


| 


{ gourd flourilhetb, to morrow when it pcriſbeth, 
none ſo penſive or perplexed as he. | 


This deceit of our affe&ions is moſt dangerous | 


in the matters of 1cligion ; when we begin to waxe , 


Thus was it with. Zpheſw, charged by Chriſt with 


plucked outtheir eyes for him, yet afterward were 
more ready to plucke out his eyes. Thus allo fared- 
iewith the Iewes, who at the firſt followed, and. 


countedof then a reede fhoken with rhe winde. Aud 
would to God the caſe werenot alike with trooma- 


a 


rupting of, our iudgement. Theſe are our Exes, 
that doc deceive vs £4dam, faith the. Apoſtle, wes 
not deceined, that is, ſo much by his iadgement , 
tharco) as by his affeRion to his 
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The deceirfulneſſeof mans brart. | 
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| Prius ſoadere | 
' | 92am docere. 
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Veritas docen- 


'] do ſuadct, non 
+ ſuadendo docet, 
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{it is , our indpemnents ſhould goncrne our affeQs- 
| ons, 45 Adam thould haue done Eves ; 'yet thus it | 


falleth ovr, that affcRion ouer-rales and over-per- 
ſwades indgement. Vee ſee how our affeRions to 
our children;kindred and fpcciall friends, doe'ofren 


| dazleour cies, thar we'maintaine erfour and wrong. 


As Barnabas may ſeeme to haue done againſt Paw/ 


| in bis ſo ſtiffs Randing out againſt him in the caſe 
of Marke , who was his kinſman,asappearcs,Colof, | 
#410, How ofcen haue errours beenc entertained 
| becauſe of our affefions tro thoſe that bring and |. 
| broach them? Hence that fetch of heretiques, ob» 


ſerned by Terinllien, firlt ro perſwadethen to teach 
firſtro worke vpon mens affeions, and to'gaine 
ſome intereſt in their hearts, then afterward to la- 
bour the vnderſtanding thus prepared ro-wooe the 
Miſtcefle by *the Maide : Whereas the truth-con. 
trarily dotly perſwade by #eaching; not-reach by 
perfwading. Con 


dice which our naugt | 
againſt the teachets3''As iti the © 


ſon, that'ſo many wiſe :and'learned” men inthe 
Church of Rome have beene, and ſtilt are fo groſly 


| ſeduced 'withſach foppith, and ſenſeleſſe-errours ? 


Even'this their owne affction to gaine and glory , 


pet: hath in-hee hand , which they: cannot -receive 


| |-vnlcſſe they firſt take her poyſoned cap anddrinke 
| thereof Rewetd blindeth 


pk the wiſeg phat is 
ds rewards Ven = 
the 


' our cortapratſeRiontowar 


/ 


7 | and HolnodlteAiſing yithe; which dar Aus: | 


Ox 
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tfarily many” whotefome truths | 
haue beenediſtaſted, onely by reaſon of the pteiu- |. 
bty affections baue Tonceiacd | 

| &s 3! A {ec 'of hab; | 
| refuling Wraiabs propheſic,  Againe,whatsrhe rea: | 


ro on oo hs an 2's 


: of theſe*corrupt luſts , that they fight againſt: the 
' ſonle, yea euen the principall part rhereof, the Va-: 


iudgement ro their deſire. Vee ordinarily ſee the 
 decceir of our affeRions in naturall chings. Fathers | 
 thinke their owne children the wiſeſt, and the fai- 
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 Thedeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
the affeion is ſcrvpon gaine, then preſently gaine 


| is godlineſſe ; andifa thing be gainfull, then chough 
1 ncuer ſo vile, it ſhall be coloured ouer, as good and 


lawfull, Our: affeRtions when they would haue a 
thing , ſharpen our wits and ſet them on worke 
to deviſe arguments to ſerue their turne, But ſu- 

ſpe& wee alwayes our judgements ({ though they 
| may ſeeme neuer fo well fortified with reaſons) in 
thoſe caſes wherein our affeions are interreſled, 
Surely our affections will plead mightely, and deale 
craftily , ray{ing vp fogges and miſts-before_our 
eyes, and ſetting falſe colours vpon things to de- 
ceive vs.'Looke how in a greene glaſle all things 
ſceme-greene, and as to an aguith caſte all ching 


the pleaſure of affteRion, Therefore Perer well (ayes 


derſtanding ; by making it ſcruilely co frame it 


reſt : So louers their loues. The Ape thinketh his 


 owne brats, though ougly-and miſhapen, to. bee 

 fayre and beautifull. Afſuredly theſe affeRions of. 
 ours,are no lefle deccitfull in things ſpirituall. The ; 
vileſt deformities; if once they bee affetions dar- 
lings, ſhall bee accounted comely ornament. Let |: 
others ſay whar they will. Theaffe tions have raken }. 


captiuethe vaderſtanding, and Dalla hath lulled 


—_ — 


Sampſon alleepe. ' Thebelly hath no. carcs, nor yet 
5-5 V 4 nol! 


ee. 
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bitter ; ſo when the judgement is diſterapered by | 
dffeQion, all things ſhall be iudged of according to | 


A — be 


———_— 


'1.Per,2,xk, 


0 -> 


> » 


Pe re EEE « 
— =F _- — 


| 283 | 


A x "OE wY " , Sl 


ge LS, 
” 


"is. - 
IT ET OP, 


op 
ob 


pgs, "a IHE To Ft Rn. + 2 OP 0p" NR-c "OE RE ng 17 EIS" = 4 IR 
EET L % L FOE 
4 St os. . 2 F x F 
A. A "IS 4 tent 
” I ay 0, FOI * E®  COOEEEnn 
The 7 ine | bear þ4 
mays 8; 
- » C * - J - wy . 
—— 


no + eyes. So much for the deceit of Aﬀe Rions in 
generall, | 
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Cnae XXII 
Of the deceitfnlneſſe of Lone, Anger, toy. 


Sz? OV tocome tothe deceit of ſome partis |: 


| thinke we loue mens perſons, as they are Gods crea« | 
turevin Aden, and his new creatures in Chriſt; | 
- | when yet indecd welove not theirperſoxs, but their 
. riches, honours, reputation in the world, and ſuch-| 
like a4ioy»tsof their perſons. [a louing of our ſelues, 
we preferre our perſons before our goods, orooght; | 
elſe; as the Diucll oblcrued , Skin for 5hin, and all 
that a man bath will he gine for bis life, Now the Law 
is, T hos ſhalt lone thy neighbour as thy ſelfe : Andſo 
wee ſhould loue him+and not his, But quite con- 
trary is it with many of vs in the louiag ot others; 
We preferre their purſes and portions before their 
perſons. Vharſoeuer we may perſwade our ſclues, |. 
the truth is,that we loue ſpecially in them rheſc our- 
ward things, and know them according to thefic{h.. || 
Y | The difeouery of this deceit is in thechange ofcſtare.. | 
1. Whenrichesareturnedinto poucitic, honour-| 
into ignominiez if then wee leaue our friend, it is | 
cuident weloued not bis perſon before : For-that-is: 
ſilt che'ſame, his picty, his parts are the:ſamechar 
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* | when he wasrich, happily more. When the corne 
is ſpent , the Rats leaue the barne, and yer the 
roomcis the ſame ; Itwasnor then the roomerhey* 
'toued; Here was thexryallof the finceritic of tobns 
 loue tour Saviour, that hee forſooke him not on 
-the Croſle, as his fellowes did. For indcede Chriſt | 
was the ſame on the Croſſe, thar in the Pulpit, in |- | 
:the Temple: Chiilt ſuſfering,was the ſame, thache | 
| was working mitacles. Thus was the decetefull loue'| 
of many Profeſſors at Rome towards Paul diſcoue- 
red, in that they ſtood nor to him when he was con. 
- |} ucnted before Ners. Herein alſo appeared ſone | 
| vnfoungnefſc in 7obs wife her loue, when ſhee began 
to loath him becauſe of his boyles and borches. 
| If ſhe had loued hizprace, botchie 106, and poore 106 | 
was as gracious, as haile 195, and rich 105, The like 
tray be ſaid of their loue, whodepending vpon him | 
in = flouriſhing eſtate, afrerward deſpiſed him in | tob zo. r. 
his fall. | 
- 2- When alloour eſtate is changed from worle 
to a better, here alſo is a diſcoucry of deceicfull - 
joue. Forasinthe former change vaſonnd lone will 
rarne into hazred, ſo in this into exay. Here was 
the diſcouerie of Saxls falfe heart to Darnid , when 
ſcemingro loue him dearcly and emirely before, he 
j could nor yerendure him, when he ſaw him grow 
greaterthen himſelfe, and heard his tennerhonſands, 
| and bur his exe thouſand. And here was a nota- 
ble tryall ofthe finceritic of 1ona1han; loueto Darid, 
when furailheknew he was to be preferred to rhe | 
Kingdome, and the onely man 'to-puthimby that 
_—_ yer ſtill hee continued em _—_ [ 
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i2. Anger, 


Lament... 
1 2.Tim. 4.16- 


—_— 


"The he Mans hee = 


Whereas, if hee had loued bim 'onely for outward 
reſpeRs, as becaule of the limilitude of their difpo. 
ſitions, that Lee was man of a Marrtiall ſpirit, and 
not chicfely for his piety, hee cou'd not-bue vpon 


this occaion haue moſt bitterly hated him. This 


mult teach vs in louing orhers, tocxamine our owne 
hearts, whar it is wee loue in them; whether the 
Image of God, or the decciuable lhadowes of the 
world. And thoſe that haue much. loue, and many | 
friends muſt learne wiſedome, not to take all for 
friends that pretend. affetion, And becauſe the 


| heart of man is.thus decentull in loue, as in nothing 


more, it much teach vs inthe myltitude of greateft | - 
and ſtrongeſt friends ro flye ynto God, and to make 
his louc our chicfeſt ſtayes: His Joue I ſay, whichis 
without deceit , without repentance, withour the |: 
leaſt ſhadow of turning. For whows hee once lones; |. 
hee loves 10 theend. Mens loueis ſo often deceitfall, | 
that wee may iuſtly complaine with 706, My friends | 
hbaue deceiued mee as a brooke: and with che Churchin | 
the Lamentations; My loners and farre off from me : 


and with Paul, all have forſaktn me. .Leane not then 
_ on this broken ſtaffe. Securc not thy ſelfe, no not { 


in the favourof Princes. Truſt not in them , ſaith 


| the Pſalmiſt, becauſe they are mortall , and their 


breathis in \cheir noſthrils: Much morethen may ] 
ſay, truſt notin their loue becauſe their loue is more 
tall, and may quickly turne into- mortall hatred. 
Their louemay dye before themſelves; they may. 
ſuruiuc their loue, breatbing out their loue, Sefaue; 
hy th..So much for Lowe, - : 

{ation is Anger and. hatered,andi inueterate | 
anger. | 
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S The dectisfulneſſe of mans heart, 


| anger- Thedeceitis, 'when'wethinke we hate mens 
| finaes, when indeeditis their perſons, and thatwee 
are angry fot ſinne againſt God, when indeed it is 
for ſome-iniarie done to our ſelues. For fo it is, that 
| G6dscayſeand our owne often meer together. And 


' hence by reaſon of this company and concurrenee 
of Godscauſeandour owne, wee are very apt and 
ready to deceiue our ſelues; thinking our anger is 
directed againſt the diſhonour of God, whereas in 
truth, it hath reference oncly ro thatwhich is but 
an appurtenance and hang-by thereto, namely, our 
owne offence; - ' | | 
Thediſconery therefore of this deceit, is; 
1; Inthepartition of Gods cauſe and oi1r owne. 
Let. vs marke how wee are affeRed , either when 
| Godis diſbonoured withontour iniary, or we in- 
jured without any great impeachment of Gods 
| honour, Now if wee can-be as horas roftes in our 
 owne private iniuties, where Gods glory is not cal- 
ledinqueſtion, and yer as cold as Ice when moſt 
diſhonourable indignitics are offered'to the Lord, 
| withour any touch of our ſclues; then iris evident, 
thatin thoſe caſes, where Gods cauſe andour owne 
are ioyned rogerher , our:anger was onely for our 
owne, not for Gods. When our Seruants and chil- 
dren have neglcRed their duetyto'vs, there is inſt 
cauſe of anger: For-Gods Commandement:is bro- 
n ken by them, But deceiue not thiy felfe , when vn- 
derthispretence thou letteſt looſe the bridle torthy 
ragez Forhow often haſt-thou thy ſelfe failed farre 
_> inthy dutyto God? how often haſt my" 
thy 
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wherein we are wronged; therein alſo is God. Now - 
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| will keepe vs from ſinning grofly in being angry: | 


| Here was Davids anger againt Nabs/ difconered to | 
| be faulty. He might bappily perſwade himſelfe hee | 


| thankefulnefſe was:odiousto God : Yer that was | 


"© Thedeceitſalueſſe of mans beart. = j 
"hy Children and Scruapts diſhonour the. Name of 
the Lord many wayes, and yet walt never halfe o : 
angry? Here was the tryall of Moſes his anger : 
When the people murmured, and when Koreh rc- 
belled againſt him, here was iuſt cauſe ofanger z But 
here Gods cauſe and his owne were coupled. Let 
vs therzfore marke Moſes his behautour when they 
were lingled. Numb, 12. CAeren and Miriam offcr | 
hima priuateiniurie: Itis ſaid his meckenefſe was 
ſuch that he gaue them nora word. Againe,Exed.z2, 
the people had fallen to Idolatric, and had made a | 
Calfe, and Aron had hishand therein : Here Gods | 
quarrell was ſeuered from hisowne ; And bow ca- | 
ries he himfelfe bere? Hee ſpares neither 4r07, nor! 
the people, but in-a godly fir of zeale takes on, 
breakes the two tables in peeces,S&c.A meeke lambe- 
in bis owne iniuric : A ficrce Lyon Gods. :Heere 
was pure anger, free from guileand gal. 

2. [f ourangerbe properly againſt finne, then ir | 


For whatlikelihood is there rhathe istrucly angry 
againſt ſinne, that commits a greater ſinae in his. 
anger, then the [inne whereat he'is angry. Thus 
many are 26gry for: ſmall offences, which indcede / 
arc ſinnesalſoagainſt God: butin cheir anger they | 
are {o diltempered that they breake ont into cur. 
fiog,: raging , rayling, &c. which are farre greater 
ſianes, then that wherewith they are diſcontent. | 


had cauſeto be offended; For XN,@bs/s churliſh: vn. 


not 


wo - 5 TK Te 
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| pray to God, or looke, or ſpeake lovingly to man, 


+ orkicr, itisa conuiction of the deceitfulneſle of thy | 
; anger. 50 
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not it whichangred Dauid. For then how came ir / 
to paſſe char his anger prouoked him to ſweare, to 


concciuea bloudy purpoſe of murther ? Grace be- 
gers not {inne, but holds backe from ſinne. Grace is 
neucra paire of bellowes, to blow vpin vs the fire of 


corruption, ſo as is often our anger. And therefore 
"our anger then is,not of grace, burof corruption. 


3. Holy. anger, rbar is concciued apainlit finne, 


doth nor any thing vnfit vs for duties wee owe ei- 
"ther God, or man; no not that man with whom 
weareangry. As Moſes was angry with the [ſrac- 


litres, and chid them ſharply, yer withall prayed 
for them hearti'y. As when our children, through 


-their owne fault, have got ſome {ickneſle, for all our 
angry ſpecches, wee gocto the Phylitian for chem. 


Chrilt when he was angry with the Phariſces,, at 
the ſame time mourned for their ſinne. 1041442 
was angry with his father for vowing Davids death: 


a 


yet his anger made him ſpeaks nothing vabeſce- 
ming the duty, cither of a ſonne to bis Father, or 
of a Subic& ro his Soueraigne. Anger againft linne | 
isalwayes ioyncd with love of the linner. Sincere | 


| anger Is a /onizg anger, a Jevonr anger : Ic fits a 


man for the duties of love to men, of deuation to / 
God. This anger is a whetſtone to Prayer, and by | 


 helpe of ir, thou ſhalt pray better then before. It | 
| then thine- anger ſo diſguiſerhec, and putthce out | 


of frame? that chou canſt nor tell, 'cicher how to 


not onely the perſon angring thee., but ſcarce-any 
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deceir, 1. VVhen wethinke we reicycc in God: out- 


| ward benefits, onely, as pledges of his loue,, when 
| indeede we reioyce more inthe benefits themlclues, 


then in the benefaRor. 

Then diſcouery is, x. By our drooping. and deie- 
Qion vader the Croffc. It it had beene Gods tauour 
onely wee had reioyced in in our proſperity , why 
then is the copic of our countenance changed ? for 


Gods fauor is ſtillthe ſame to hisin aff:ition, which 


in proſperity, baply greater. 

2. By che cff<& of our ioy, which is the ſadding 
and grieuing of Gods ſpirir, Whence ariſcth ahea- 
vie lumpiſhnes, and vnwillingnes of Gods ſcruice. 

2, Deccitis, when wee thinke we reioyce in the 
graces of Gods ſpirit in our brethren; for them- 
ſclues, when wee reioyce in them onely as they are 


ſome way bencficiall to our ſelnes g as in the matter | 


of liberality. Here the triall is, to marke whether 
we reioyceas muchin other graces, which are not 
fo profitable to vs, orin the ſame graces, when ir 
fals out that they are profitable to others, not to 
our ſelues, Excellently Paxl to Philemon. Wee haue 


great ioy in thy lone: For by thee Brother (not my,but) - 


ihe Seints bowels are refreſhed. Many reioyce onely 
in that lone which refreſherch their owne bowels. 
Which is indeede to reioyce ratherin their owne 


profir, then in the grace of God it ſelfe. For that | 


love: which refreſheth other Saints bowels, and 
not mine, is loue, as well as that which refreſherh 
mine. If I reioyce in lone, becauſe it is loue, be- 
cauſcit is grace, [ hall reioyce as well in the one, as 

in 


i 


OY The deceitfulne(ſe of mans beart. | 2 
3. AﬀcQionis z09, In the which there is a double | 
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in the other. Yea, and when this grace is beneficiall 
to vs, rather yet in his benefit whoſeit is, becauſe 
of the frvir furchering hir owne reckoning, ſhall wee 
rejoyce, then in our owne. 


Cnae. XXV. 


of the deceitfulneſſe of our Sorrow , 
Deſire, and Confidense. 


pe Ffeftion. is ſorrow, Where there is a 
i; rwofold deccit. x. VVhen worldly ſor- 
A row {hroudes it ſelfe vnder the coun- 
of Goaly vexation, of humiliation. Come 


4 WW, 


tenance 


ſex many in their afliRtions, and reproue them for 


their carnall ſorrow,and their anſwer is ready, when 


wenot be humbled ? yes,for your ſinne: Butloe the 
deceitfulneſſe of your heart, It is the puniſhment; 
thatgrieues you, not the {inne, the Surgions plat 
ſter, not thine owne fore. You grieve not at the 
| puniſhment, becauſe of rhe linne deſerving it: bur 
at the ſinne, becauſe of the puniſhment follow- 
ing it. 

C he diſcouery of this deeceit, is. 

1, When, vpon the ceaſing of the puniſhment, 
wee arc checred preſently, though ſtil both the 
ouile, and filth of our finne Rticke in our conſci. 
ence. Like as the fovliſh boy is glad , when the 
ſmarting plaiſteris off though his ſore ftif{ remaine 


vnhealed. Whereas, if it were the finne thargrieued | 


bY 
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th 


Gods hand is gone out againſt vs for our ſins, ſhould | 


4. Sorrow. 


Deccit twa- 


folde, 


Diſcouery.: 
L 


{ [ohin16,r:. 


2. Cor.7 19, 


Fame 


{ then pray zas in Jox«-{lcepingin the middeſt of a 


T be deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 
vs, eurgriefe, tagcrher with our ſinne, ſhould ovr- 
laſt the/punifhment. But if once we have any caſe | 
of our puniſhment, wee-giue oucr our ſorrowing 
forthwith. Which fhewes that wich thoſe Iewes, we 
-mourne onely for our corne and oyle,&c. ' 

2. Diſcouery is by: the propertie of godly ſor- 


—_— 


row, which is to-make.a-man freſh, and nimble. 


in his ſpirits for :praycr., and other good dutics. 
Whereas worldly ſorrow lies heauy, like lead, vpon 
a mans heart, and will make a:man ſlcepe ſooner, 


terrible rempe(, which drouc cuen the prophane 


Marinersto praycr; and inthe Diſciples, who be-. 


ing poſſeſſed with worldly ſorrow, were neither a- 
ble ro watchone howe wxh Chriſt in prayer, nor 
fir to heare that dofrine which Chriſt otherwiſe 
was ready to have taught them. For ſo our S1ui- 
cu-told chem: 1 have many things to ſay vmto you: but 
19 are not ablets beare them , namely, becauſe their 
ſpirits were dulled, and deaded, with worldly ſor - 
row. Whicheuen in this ſence alſo,may be ſaid to | 
cauſe death ; though yet the oppoktion of life , 
which the Apoſtle maketh in that place, 2. Cor.7. | 
ſeemesto reſtraine the ſenceto ſpirituall death. But | 
itistruethat worldly ſorrow cauſeth euen this na- 

eurall death, Whereas godly ſorrow procures a 

good Conſcience, which is the very health of the 

bones, a continuall feaſt. Even in the very a& of 
mourning is a mans heart lighre, and cheerefull. 

If then wee finde our ſenſes quickened, our ſpirits 

reuiued by our ſorrow, fo that wee feele it rogiue 


| 
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wings to our prayers, which before lay groueling | 
NE” on | 
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on the ground, then haue wee an argument it is 
found, and-good. For godly forrow is alwayes 
mixed with, nay indeed proceedes from, faith, 
which, in the apprchenfion of mercic, yeclds mat- 
ter of ioy , to allay che birternefle of our reares. But 
ifwee haue no hearts topray , if our ſorrow make 
vs ſpiritually, both dumbe, that wee cannor ſpeake 
to God, anddeafe, that we cannot, with thoſe Iſrae- 
lites, beare GO D ſpeaking to vs; then haue wee 
cauſe to ſuſpe& our ſorro 
ceirfull. | 
2 Deceit gf our ſorrow , when our owne priate 
ſorrow is caered with the title of ſorrow for-the 
publique euils of theChurch , where we live. Vfu- 
ally it talleth 'our,- thareuery one of vs in patcicular 
arc intereſted in the publik+ calamities of che ſtate 
where wee liue , and ſaare pin. hed with theſenſe of 
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#egricned forthe publiqneeuils; when indecd its 
no otherwiſe for the piiblique; then as they touch 
chem in particular. G2 AUD 96G TS! 
Herethediſcoueryis. oo i oe 
1, In the ſepdration-6F our ownecauſe fromthe 
Churches. 'As when; itgoing if{withthe: Church, 
it goes well with vs in particular. If then wee can 
ditaſt- out” owne' priuate felicities, and call them 
1tahods, as that good woman did -herſonne; when' 
; thearke wascaptivedz ifthen weeatsas periflue;asif 
' wee out ſelnes in; our owne perſons ſuſtained thar 
| whiclthe Charch doth , thenitis an argunient eur 
'gfleſeis fincere. As in\Nebemiih; whom his owne 
| .caſe, ang great grace 


w , as voſound,: and de- 


' tion of our 


_ Courr, | 


Exod.c.9., 


2. | 
Doe not many 
mourne in the 
aduerſity of 
the Goſp-1J, 
becau(\- they 
mourn: for 
their owne 


great corrupe 


hearrs1 O 
bottemlcfle 
pit of hypocri- 
' fie! Greenh, 
in Pſa] It9.., 
verſc 139." © 
Diſcoueryc | 
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| Court could nothing: cheere, or comfort, in the 
' cornmon calamities ofthe Church of God-:: . | 

2 "When beſides the common euils: of the 
Church : wee ſuffer ſome perſonall afMidtions, thar 
concerne vs ſolcly. If our griefe -betruely for the 
| Churches cuils, then , in this caſe, the ſenſe of griefe 
of the publike cuils will blunt the edge of our pri- 
uate forrow, As in two diſcaſcs of the body, the 
tone, and the goute, when they mecte together, 
the gricfe ofthe ſtone, becaulcit isthegreater,doth 
take away all ſenſe of the goute, becauſeitisthe 
{le : ſo heere , in a godly minde, the griefe for our 
owne priuate, is drowned in the greater griefe for 
the-Churches publike diſtreſſes. But if it bee quite 
contrary with vs, that we cannor feele the Churches 
miſery, weare ſo affeRed with the ſenſe of our owne, 
this is more then a preſumption, that when the 


then forthem., onely asour owne, and not as the 
Churchesz making the name ofthe Church onely 
a vizour , and imitating Po/a, that, vnder the repre» 
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 meniedthedeath efhis.owne ſonne, 


ble deceit, - Te: 
.1 Whenour vazetsrel deſires are cloaked with. 
the nameofycrarel; Thongh mens defircs arcin- 


| | finite, andinſatiable ; yer forall chis viually they 


deceiue themſelues with this, thattbey delireonely 
a competency ,, neither poverty ,' nox; riches, but 
onely Tg #rs conuenient portion, Now competens. 


I "12, ANTLROS 
. 
£ 
% 
#0 
- | ' 


Churches afflitions were our owne, wemournecd |. 


| ſentation ofanothersgriete, truely, and heartily la- | 
5 Aﬀeionia Deſre. lathe whichalſoisa dou- | 


Ge. is that, which will notoncly ſeruenearore, but 


Cn Mis, 
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chat * 


| 


by this, 
| with bo Bork 


| And fo vnderthecoucr of competen 
fall into the ſnare of pleaſure £34 5860” This Saint 


T he deceitfulneſſe of mans hears. 
thar alſo which: is fitte for our eſtate and coding. 
And ſothat which is but competent for one cſtatc 
and calling , and faya Magiſtrate, is ſuperſtuitic for 
another, as ſay a priuate man. Wellthen,let vs ſee 
whether it bec ſo vſually with our deſires, as they 
pretend , that they confine themſelues within the 
bounds of mediocrity, and competencie. The 


tryall will be this, if, when they havethat which is | 


competent , they then reſt contented. For there arc 
three deſires; Thedclire of natare, of grace, of cor- 
raption. Natare will be content with little :: Grace 
with lefſc: but corr#ptien is.inſatiable. If then there 
be no hoe with our deſires, but when they hauec got 
that which themſelues, at firſt, would ſet downe 


' 54 matterof competency, yetthey ftill arc like the 


crauing horſe-leaches, thatcry Grae, gise,it is an ar- 
gument, itisthedcſirc of corrapiiow, not of nature, 


-not of grace, Naturall thirſt is diſcerned from a- 


guiſh that the naturall will bee quenched 
bur the other is further prouoked 
by drinking. So, when men ſhallſay, Idcfitc onely 
a ſufficiency , if I had but ſo much, I ſhould be well 


apaidethen, and yer, when they baue that, couct 


dropſie, a diſcaſe; no naturall, no kindcly thirſt. 
Bur heere, this deceit of our deſires is fomuch the 
harder to be diſcouered, in that it is not ſocaſie to 


' more greedily then ener before, this an Ague, # | 


define in every. thing that which: is competenr. 


weequickly 
Anflen excellently deſcribes in the defire of meates 
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Deſideria nat u- 

relia fnitaſunt; 

ex falſaopinione- 
naſecntia vbi 
defenant non ba- | 
bent Nu/lus n. 
terminus alſo 
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| Sub velamine 
veeeſſutatis in- 
crdi in laquess 
veluptatis, 
Bernard. 


1 Corfeſſ: 10,31. 


Sed dum ad qui- 
) etem ſatietatis 
ex indigentia 
moleſiia tranſcs 
ipſo tranſs: « 

3 infidiatur 
laqueus concy- 
priſe entiee 

E* [epeincerth 


in 
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ceſſaria corporis 


| cura[ubſidium 


petal ,au volup- 
| Fuaria cuyidita- 


} tis falacia mi- 


_miſlerinm (up- 

petat. 

\ Ad bec incertit 
bilareſcit inf 
lix anima,efc, 

Pt obtents ſalus 
tis bumbret ne 
gotium voluy- 
taty. 
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ittorhe deſire of any other thing. While; ſaith he, 
"Feling the trouble of want, 1 make towards the quiet 
*« of fulneſſe, inthe very-paſſage from the 'one'ro 
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« the orher , there lics in waite for me the ſnare of | 


© concupiſcence. And wheras our health' is the 


«cauſe of our eating and drinking, heerc a certaine | 
« dangerous plecalure ioynes it lelte as ahand-maig, |: 
« and yet for the moſt partlabours ro goe before, 


« chat itmay ſecme to be done for her ſake, whether 
«T ſay I doe, or would Joc for my healths ſake. 
<« Byr there is not the ſame mcaſure of both. For 


« that which is enough for health, is roo 'itcle forde- | 
« light. And itis often vncertaine whether the neede | 


« of my body craue more, or the voſupruous deceir 
«of my appetite. At this vncertaintie my vnhap' 
(« pie ſoulcreioyceth, as atrhematterof her excuſe, 
« and defence, being glad that it doth not appears 
« whatis ſufficient for health, that ſo vnder the pre- 


* rence of health, ſhee may ſhadow her intempe- | | 


Ec ranc _ p ; k 

2 Deceitis , when our car#e7 and worldly de- | 
fires are accounted of vs as ſpiritnall, This deceit 
fa!lerh out in this. caſe, when in one and the ſelfe- 
famething which wee deſire , therc is marter fir to 
glue contentment to'both theſe delires. As in S7- 
mon Mag: his deſire of the gifts Apoſtolicall ; be- 
fides the cxcellency of the gifts. themſclues , fit 
matter for a holy deſire , there was alſo profit, and 


plory that might <nſue , fit matterto provoke the | _ 


carnall deſire.. S7»z99 would' ſceme. to be denout 
and holy, and to defire the gifts for themſelves, for 
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ſmele our thecloſe deceit rhar lurked in his hearr, 
and ſaw tharit was 8 fle(hly deſire, looking toward 
lucre. Sothe Apoltle ſaith, He 1hat deſirerh the office 
of a Biſhop, defireth a worthy worke : Yet that delire 
which many baue of ic, how deccitfull is ic? Thc 
workedclired is worthy : the deſire thereof in ma- 
ny is moſt baſe and vnworthy : For though there 
bce firmatter in this office to kindle a holy and (pi- 
rituall deſire; namely , che beautic of the office it 
ſelfe, Gods glory and mans ſaluation, ſhining in rhe 
very face thereof; yet wichall there is ſome mar- 
ter to ſtirre vp a crooked and couctous deſire, 
namely, the hope of gaine ina fac Bencfice, - Here a 
couctous Ba/aars will hide his baſe deſire of the re- 
ward of the office, with a pretence, of a ſpiritual! de- 
fire of the officeit ſelfe. Such is the deceirof thoſe 
chat buy Liuings vaderthispretence, thatthey de- 
lire to excrciſetheirgifts, which otherwiſe, the ini» 
quitie of the times being ſuch, they cannot hauc 
the vic of. So alſo in the matter of marriage, this 
deceit is very vſuall. The party affcRed bath pietic 
matchable borh to perſon and portien',” and yer 


both theſe in good meaſure too: Here one too mach | 


wedded tro the World , or to the fleſh, will cloake 
his affcRion to porrion or perſon, with a pretence of 
affe&ion to Pieticz as though that bad the prehe- 
minencein ſwaying of his defires; where happily, 
if the heart be truly ſearched, the contrary will ap- 
re. 

The diſcovery of this deceitis, whenthe matter 

that ſhould fatisfie the carnall defire being taken 


away, therc onely remaincth the inniter and inciter | 


k 


| t1-Tim 3.3, 


Diſcouery. 
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The deceiefalweſſe of mans here, | \ 


| The dceceir. 


| and diſcouery 
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| of che {piritualland holy. Forif then wee deſirenor 


$. Confidence. | 


"7p 


as ſerucnely as before, wee tnay iuſtly feare fraud in 
| our defires. Here cooled deſires arc crefty , decaying. 
deceiving, fiinching, falſe. 

6. Afﬀcion is Confidevce, Where the deccitis, 
tothinke weetruſtin God , when indeed wee trult | 
onely in the meanes. The deceit is, both when wee 
baucthe meanes, and when wee wantehem. The | 
| deceit of both is diſcoucred by our behaviour ro--| 
wards God in the preſence of the meanes. For it} 
then wee giue ouer praying to Go D, or abate of 
our feruencic in ſuing and ſeeking to him for bis 
helpe, wee may well doubt of our confidence. 
For if wee doe truely relie on' God, as on him who 
is ſufficient without meanes, and without whom. 
even the moſt ſufficient meanes are altogether in- 
' ſufficient, why then doe wee beginne foro ſecure 
. our ſelves, and lay aſide all feare, when oncewee- 

are fenced with the meances ? Againe, having beene 
fa confident and comfortable in the enioyment of 
the meanes, if afterward in the time of danger, 
' when the meanes faile vs, wee looſe thisconfidence, 
2nd {hew- our ſclucs faint and hartlefle Cowards ; | 
' this alſo is another conuiion of deceit in our | 
. confidence. So. both theſe waycs is our confi- 
: dence found outeo bee deceitfull., both by excetſe 
| N ſpiric ip; peace - and by want of ſpirit introu- 


| Thelikedeceits might bee ſhewed in divers other | 
 affeQions. Bur'the VWorke growing bigger then I | 
thoyght it would, I farbcare.. So much thes ſhalt | 
ſylice to hane ſpoken concerning the deceictulneiſe 
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of theaffeRions; as alſo coticerning the whole do. 
Arine of the deceitfulneſle of the hearr. 
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Cuare, XXVI. 


Of thegreatneſſeof the hearts aeceitfnlueſſe, and of the 
cauſe of ber deceitfulneſſe. | 


Auing thus ſpoken of the deceirfulneſſe of 
HE: mans hearc, it. remaineth that now wee 
| ſhould ſpeake of thoſe three [lluſtrations , 
whicb inthe beginning we noted the Prophet vicd 
to ſet it forth by. 

The firſt is, from the greatneſſe of this deceirful- 
'neſſe. It is deceitfull, ſayes the Propher, Aboxe all 


old Serpent? The mcaning is not, that our hcarts 

have more craft then Sathan, who is an old trained 
Souldier, and is Crafeſ-maſter in this Art, wee be- 
ing but punies, and as of yeſterday vnro him, who is 
of many thouſand yeares ſtanding : bur that that de- 
ceit which is in our hearts, in regardof vs, and the 
dangerous conſequences thereof to vs, is greater 
then thatin Sathan.- 


I. As to murder ones ſelfe is 3 preatcr matter 


4 -then to. murther another, though he doe not vſe the 
| like cruelty in tabbing and wounding of himſclfe, 


. which is often-vſcdinthekilling of others : So alſo, 


| to deceine ones ſelfe (which is alſo a ſpirituall kinde 


of murther) is a greater deceit then ro deceive sn0- 
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things, Aboueallthings ? what, aboue Sathanchat | 


[Iuſtrations of | 
the hearrs de- || 


ccirfulnefſe.  ; 


, 


1. The great- 
neſſe of ir. 


ther | 
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| Epheſ.6.12. 
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hearrs may be ſaid to bee aboue Sathans, becauſe ir 
deceiuerh zr /elfe though Sathan in his deceus bee 
farre morecunaing._ and wily.. 

deceiuing, is our familiar friznd , one in whom wee 


is it here. Sathan is nothing. ſo ncare vs as our 
owne hearts , thaz are parts of ourſclues. Sathan is 


from vs; bur our hearts are within vs, 2nd though 


| we refiit never ſo much, yetthis deceiver ftil! flick. 
{ cth cloſe vnto vs: So that Sathan fometimes leaues 


vs fora ſeaſon, and weeare not troubled with him, 
or his deceirs. Bur our owne hearts, they neuer leave 
vs, they dogge and follow vsar all cim?s, in all pli- 
ces, vpon all occaſions Rtill ready turniibed with de. 
ceit, to begnile vs. | 

3. Our owne hearts can decetue vs of themſclues 
wirhour.Sathan: Sathan cannot without our hearts. 


And therefore in regard of vs , our owne bearts de- 


ceitfulneſlcis farre the greater, as that which giverh 
Sathan-all his aduanrage againſt vs. Hee could nor 
deceiue our Sauiaur , becauſe there was no deceitin 
our Saviours hear, : $a 

The Yſe. This muſt teach vs to account of our 


| blayd ; Buttbere by fb and blond the Apolile _ 
hn To | neth] 


ſelues asof our chicefeſt enemies wee are rocontend 
with in this fpirituall confli&. The Apoſtle flirres 


vpto watchfulneſſc and circumſpeRion ,.by ferting | 


before vs:the trength of the Devill, as being pow- 
ers arid Principalities , farre firanger then fleſhand 


"IR _ 
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| ther. And ſointhis ſence the deceitfulneſſe. of our 


| 


2. This amplifizth the deeeir, when the perſon | | 


{repoſe ſpeciall confidence. . See P//.55.12,13, So| 


wichout vs , andif we reſiſt him by faith, hce flicth | 


| 
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The decelifulneſſe of mans beart. 

neth, nor ſo much che ns as the weekueſſe of 

our nature. As if he ſhould haue faid, Wee have not 
| onely to conflit with weake fraile men, like onr 

ſelves, tharare but ficſh and bloud z bue wick farre 
| morc powerfull and puiffane Aducrfaries, namely, 
| the Deuils. For the corrupticaif er hearts isour 
greatcſt aduerſary ; this corrupr heart of ours is de- 
ceirfult abone all things: euen Sachan bimſelfe in 
- ſome ſort, as wee have ſhewed., And therefore wee 
muſt bend our forces 2gainſt our ſelues, as well as 
againſt Sachan. Yea, the way indeed ro ouercome 
Sathan,is firſt ro ouercome our ſelnes, 3nd wee muſt 
fo take heed £5 our ſelues, of otherenemics , thar 
we muſt alſo take heedof our ſelues, as enemies. A 
thing worthche noting iris, that rhe inceſtuous 
perfon delivered vp to Sathan, did yet repent, and 
come out of Sathans'power: But men once deliue- 
red to themſclues , the luſts and deceirs of their 
owne hearts, are branded our of the Scripture, as 
men in amoſt fearefull and deſperate caſe. There- 
fore Paul in bis owne perſon de(cribing the ſpiriru- 
all fighe, and the aduerſary 2 Chriſtian is ſpeciaily 
to encounter with, ſingles outthe body of finnegthis 
naughty fl:(h. ! fg hr not, ſaith the Apoſtle, beating 


fary, and firike at him: And who may this Aduerſa- 
ry be? Hetels vs inthe next words; 7 beat downe my 


in the body. 
The ſecond Iaftration is from the cauſe of this de- 


| 
1+: | | TY The 


boay, that is, not this outward man,but the bodieof | 
ſinne, the maſſcof corruption, borhin the foute and 


| eeitfulneſſe; namely, the wickedneſſe of our hearts. | 


Ita cave tibivi | 
cauetas teipſum. |. 


1.Cor.$.5, 
2.Cor.2.6,7. 


Rom.1.24. 
Pſal 8-13, 


| 1.Cor,9.29. 
the arre, and {eeing no aduerſary, bur Tee my aduer- | 
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T be deceirfulneſſe of mans beart. 


ets dhe 


"IF 


| cauſe of that ſpoken in the former. 


| whole ſeulc is incuill : And ſecondly, wholernillis in 
{ che ſoule. | | 


| neſle bath imbirtered, this leauen hath ſowred, this: 
leprofie hath infe&ed, notthis part, .or that, burthe } 


| ding, as it were the crowne ef the head, tothe affe- 
{ Rions, as it werethe ſoales of the feete, there is no 


{ neflc. The Conſcience is full of blind feares, terrors, 
| and rorments;or elſe ſeared and ſencelefle. The Me- 


| arc wholly diſordered, peruerſly ſetting themſclues 


FEhchcarr, ſairb the Propheris deceirfull aboue all 
things, and ew/ ; in this latter clauſe ſhewing the 


' Heretwothingsareto becleared, 1. Whar this 


illneſſe of the heartis. 2. How it is acauſc of-rhe 
hearts deccitfulneſle. ; 


| Forthethe firſt; The heart is cuill, ge bene. 


1. Ttis totaby euill, and that two wayes: Firſt, thc 
1. The whole ſoul is cuill ; this gall of bitrer- 
whole and eucry part. Eucn from the vnderſtan- 
thing bat boyles and botches. VWhereofread amolt 
lively deſcription, Ezech.16. In our Vnderſtanding 


thingsſpirituall, and yer wiſe and wittie in wicked- 


mory ſlippery , and watcrilh, to receiue and retaine 


| any good impreſſions ; but ofa marble firmeneſſc ro 


hold faſt that whicb is cuill. The will plyable and 
| obſequious to the Devillz in his hands as waxe, bur 
| Riffe and hard as clay in Gods. The affe&ions alſo 


. vpon wrong obica&s: inftead of bathing themlelues 
in-the fweer-fountaines of liuing waters , they ſwi- 
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there isa very ſca of ignorance, vncapablc it is of | 


Wy 


|\niſhly lie cumbling in filcby and mirie puddles, If in 
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' The decenfulneſſe of mans bears, = 


( 


' the cyethere bee a beame of wickednefle: O then 
che great ſtackthatis in the heart! And if che congue 
bucthe inftrament of the hearr, bee ſuch a world of 
wickedncfc,an vnruly cuill, what then is the heart? 
The whole frame of our hrarcs is continually emll, 


that lurke in this dungeon ! The temple it was once 
| of the Holy Ghoft; bat now, as it fareth with man 
mareriall temples ; which as it is reported throug 


horſes : ſothis glorious remple is become a ſtinking 
ſtic, and ſtable of vncleane ſpirits, a cage of vncleane 
birds, aden of thecues, a receptacle of all manner of 
pollution. 


an inclinableneſſe even to the moſt odious and 
loathſome {innes. As in that Chaos at firſt Creation 
there werethe feeds of all the creatures , fire, aire, 
water,heaucn,carth; ſo in mans beart of a!l{ins.Vp- 


'ſters will proceed out of our heares, then did once 
| goodly creatures out of that cha05. Hence it was 


notorious wicked {inners, that their 1&7 04! yas an 0- 
| pen ſepalchre, the gall of Apes was vader their tongue, 
&c. are applyed by S. Pax to cucry motherschilde 
of vs:For thereis neuer a barrell better berring; Burt 


O the routand rabble of filthyand impurethovghes | 


couctouſneſfle of Inclolers, are become Rables for | 


I I. All cuill, the whole body of finne,thatis,the | 
ſeeds and ſpawnes cucn of thevileft corruptions are | 
inthe hearc of man. Naturally the beſt of vs hauc | 


| ot- which letbut the ſpirit of Sathan mone, us once | 
the ſpiritof God ypon the chaos, &withthe warmth | 
| of his remprations heate ir, and noleffe vgly Mon- 


that thoſe things which D.e#d fpake of certaine vile | 


Si trabes iz 
oculs truer in 
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1 astheholy Proucrbeis, 45 in water face anſwererh 10. 
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Mat.15.19. 
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ture,that thou canſt not chuſe but grow our of bowel 
bs. | : with * 


edultcries thefis,blaſphemics, & ſuch likeftufte; eucn 
from whence all the ſireames of corruption flow : 


conceiued: this is the ſhell, ia which theſe Cockatri- 


apply ic ſclfe rogood. 11. To teach vsall erue hu- 


. our outward filthines ſhould take vs down. Artthou 
troubled with pride ? I can preſcribe thee no berrer 
] remedic, then to looke vpon the face of thy hearr,ia 
_ | theglafle ofthe Word. For therethou ſhalt ſee thy 


weſce how the heart is 79744 cuill, 

2. Itisalſo originally cuill, Euill did not begio - 
firſt ro pollute thy hand, thy cye, thy careor any of 
thy outward partes, but ir began with thy heart, to 
ſcar and neſtle it ſclfe there, & from thence to diffule 


Ont of the heart, ſaith our Saviour, come marthers, 
as the riucrs outof the Sea. This 1s the fountaine, 
this isthe wombe, in whicball rheſe monſters arc 
ces are hatched. Thus wee ſec how we are to vnder=- 
Rand this dofrine of the hearts deceirfulnefſe. 
The Yſ-.1. Againſt the Papiſts,that do ſomething 
Icfſen this wickednefle, and will baue ſomereliques 
of goodneſſe torcmaine, ſome freedome of will to 


miliation in the ſight of our owne naturall deformi- 
tie. No outward ornaments ſhould fo lifrvs vp, as 


ſelfe ſuch an vgly, neftie, forlorne , miſhapen crea-! 


. Thedrceinfulneſſeof mant heart. ( 

face, ſ# doth the heart of man io man. The image of our 
"| face 11 the water is no more like our face it ſcife,- 
then our heartis like the heart eucn of the vileſt m$- | 
| Ger charcuer was. And when we ſce ſuch monReers in 
them, as in looking-glaſles, weemay ſee our [elues, | - 
and the diſpoſition of our owne ſoules. And thus | 


; 
4 
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and ſcatter it poyſon into the externall members. | oy 
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| cable thoughts, affections, defires, 


| andpovweefull ouidence;refirainerhy:corruption. 
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| wicb1HAfelfe. Ic tsehyignorancerharmakerh thie | 
ſo proud: Ifchouknewettbylelfe what thon'wert, ! 


and haddeſteyes:ro:ke this finke:hote,'and\ whith 
| deale of baggage paſleth daily through it, thou 
' would.ſtbe athamed ofchy ſelfe God'is a God of 
purceyes,and cannot.take any pleaſure inculll: Ard 
wile thou thenrakeanypleafurc ip thy (olfe; bats | 
euill, and novghr'but cvill, yeabeing butaVeryRin- 


may be, bcir newer ſo faire, cby in-fide is nought; 
chon art butlike one ofche AZgy tiantemples;' very 
.gloriousand beiuritull withour,buremtramanditio- 


mous. creature. Sach- litters and:\warmes Ate there | 
ihgurhearces;of vaine; vile, baſe; filthy,and&di{hone- 


| | wot 
faires ate they for! Sathans impure ſiogeſtions to 
waike vp and downe tn;in regard of marthedrousand | 


of vncleane:luſts very ffewerand brovhii infos 


kers Onrw, Shall any now bragee ofhisvwhegaod | 
| natrir<,or rake rwichche:Pharifeerharhedichbi lo | 
| badav other men ,'heiviio excortionm ro. bfd Þ | 
| four, &&; Yes; thou blinde:and boaſling\Phariſee; | 
| thou baſt the ſeedet ofexrorrjonet and opprefios in 
thee. yea, mdofalbother frnness -And thefe 
| wonſdbrekeforth irptheddiadimor Godybyliewi 


By-nature, the beſ}, rhe mildeſt; and meekeſt man is 


king wy From of euill } VWharſoeuer thy 'vat-ſide | 
thing ts be ſecnc,bura Serpent; or forneſuch'vene- | 


| malitious thoughts, very ſtangbier. houſes; iv regard | 


C & 416 || 
regars ofthe heat of boyling eoncbpiſcearicy) very | 
hotthouſes, and as the: Propterſpeak«thij"like w'Be4 |. 
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| 1.Cor. 3.30, 
expounded, 


Proez2e15. 


Gen.9,31. 
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that Lyon to beofa bertcr narure then hisfellowess| 


{ whotherfore docs nohurt as they doe, becauſe heis | 


| not looſe as thtyare,butchayned vp? Whefe Gods * | 

T renewing grace-hath not changed our gature, ir is 

on ly the powerfull reftraine of his prouidence which © 
keeperh. men from. the very outrage of villany. 
Shel wethen' be proud, becavſe wee are free from 
thoſe offences ,- into'which others breake forth , and 
thinke weare made of ſome þetter monld ? Nay,our 
matures as vntoward , andas deeply poyſoned with 
rebelljon as-theirs.. Therefore ratherſhould we be 
humibled-inſeeingthem.For,as was ſhewed,in ther 


wee may fre ourſelues what wee are. Peraduenture 
thou haſt ſome good parts of wit , memory , &c.to 
commendthee.'Yet forall theſe, thy hcart i$euill, 
ot withonra ſpirituall change, ſo much tbe worle, | 
how much thoſe parts arc the better. Euen as | 
| - Anas fruicfullthe file; is, ſomuchthe morewill 
| p——_ adbThil calc eb _ es 
' Zpr ewe f 1 1s, ſuch as 
| exe neural gt chrrs thechoyſeſt and moſt | 
. pickedmen,, euenthe very fowreofthe reſt, ] ths 


they 88 vain. 
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| 148; "Hatre Parents; atidallchey whoſtand chars 


ged wich the: education of youth ; ; muſt remember 
| their:doty. ::'The beart.ofman in generall, the heart 


ofall mankiad ,is firange! Y v. 0nd Oy far y wicked: 
; Ducn ram wibg nc g childe, as.Se/omes ſayes; 
| thereivabuadlcs, Þe. offellylaide vp. And 


| Re Epics 


acurue belibduedbetimes, 


ir will grow to 
 _ thae'' 
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ginally cuilt; 'And-therefore excellently Salomon; 
having deſcribed the' wickednelle of ſomeimens. | 
. cyes, mouthes, feetc, hands, atlaſt, giaing thereaſon |. 


: 
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chat head,tharie will be incurable;.Lookewhar skill, 
anddexcerity is required to tame a wild :beaft; which 
had ncede bee gone about very earely , whilcs itis 
but a little whelpe, the ſame, nay farre greater, is re- 
wired torameand meeken this wilde, this woluiſb, 
and lionilh nature of ours, that it may becometra- 
Rable to Gods hand. 

I'V. This ſcrues to take away the excuſe whichis fo 
rife inthe mouthsof many, that when they ſweare, 
ſpeake vainely, or do otherwiſe amifle, yerthey haue 
as good hearts as the beſt. Whar is the reaſon then 
they hauc fo bad tongues ?. On: of the eboundance of 


the heart the month ſpeaketh. When | ſcethe ſmoake | 
,comming out of thetopefthe chimney ; ſure T am 
there is ſome fire on the hearth. When the floudsof 


corruption come gulhing out at thy eyes, cares, 
hands, mouth , there muſt needes be a-fountaine 
withininchy hearc. - For itis the heatr-thatiis ori- 


thereof, ſayes , Lewd things are ivthy heart, And 40 
anather place, hauing ſaid;1he rhonnhts of the wicked 
are abhomination to the Lord; hee addetly by way 
of oppoſition, 65ut-1he words of the pure are pleaſant, 


| The oppoſitisn Teemed rather to require that-hee | 
ſhouldhane ſaid, Br the thoughts; Bur by this kinde | 
' of oppoſition Sa/amen would teach ,*chat che words | 


| oFour mouthes are according tothe thoughtsof our 


hearts. Andithereforc ir is idle to tatke ofa cleane | 
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heare-, whenthen-haſt a foule mourh\- +: - 125: i. | 
' V- This teacherh vs'-right mathodin the pra- 
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| The deceirfalueſſe af mens heart. 


F 


—_— 


iſe of .repentances;:Lhas muſt. firft bee reform cd, | 
' which wasfirſt defosmed.. : Naw aswe haue (hewed | 
the heartis originally evill, thatis the treaſuric and. 
 ftore-bouſe ot wickednefle ': Therefore the firſt | 
thing in-repenzance;, muſt bee the rinſing and clean- 
 fing of che heare.' If tinne had beganne inthy our- | 
, ward man, then ſhould thy reformarionalſo; Bur 

Enes heart.was poyloned before her cie. And theres | 
fore I doc not ſo well like their aduiſe, tharwiſh men 

| in:repeatance td; beginne with gutwardabſtinence;: | 
' fro finnegastheealicr, and fo. by degrees tocome | 
tothe inward niortification; of it, ; Hee were an vn»; | 
' kilfull Phyſicion.. thar when chehead-achis cauled:| 
| byche difiemperatucc attie/tomgdke,, would apply: 
' qutward\retnedievro the: heed befors;hee bad pur+1 
ocdtbe ſtomeke;; where lies.the matter tha feeds 
theidiſeaſe. The hearr,as our. Sauiour reacherh, is-an; | 
evil} txcaſury,ſprcharged withthe operfluities of all; | 
| wickedueſſs; and hence flowestotruprion, and hach, 
'cominuall eruptibs in the outward manz' Sa-thati| 
; ig $jmpoſhible, rhe outward man,oraQionsthercat 
 ſhopld bee reformed , as longasthe heart remaines-| 
- | eapurged. Things in chemſcluesgood,comming yer |: 
; : | from £0 vheleapehearg),. arc naught. Therefore, Sa. | 
| /owonexcellcatly layes ,\that nat onely.the pride.of | 
{ wicked mens eyes, andthearts, but guentheir very 
; plawiag.that inwbatſocuertheydocinthingslawtal, | 
| eatingi; drinkigg, ſleeping ,.yca, in the ſeruice ot | 
| God, is /vncs. Liſtenwethenratber tothe, Prophers | 
| counfell; 0 16ruſalepmwwaſhrhint hagrt ;' ang to the A- 
| poſtles, Clcan ſz your ref is you fiunerget nopetbinke | 


they ae mbunadennyghorhes.thehauchrooghr | 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of pans heart. 
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their ourward-man to ſame ciuill conformury.; - their 
hearts yet inwardly ſwelling againc, til] rbey arcrea- 
dyro burſt, with aboundance ofeuill and noyſome 
luſt. No , the heart , as itis the fountaine of this »- 
tural ife ; and as at firſt ic was che tountaine of a (;x- 
fulllife ; ſoallo mult tc be thefountaine of a ſpiritual 


heauens,all h: 1nferiour ſphercs are moucd rogerher 
withic : ſoherc, rhe heart b-ing ſpiricually mooucd 
by the holy Gooit , inthe'work otconaGu fton;alour 
outward parts may mouerogerher with it;cucryone 
of them rceciving from tt, as from a good treaſury, 
their ſcuerall porr ors of goodnes. Mat.12. Prog. 

So much far che fictt point, what thts wickednes 


is the cauſe of this deceit ulnefſe : which is the mea- 
ning of the Prophers caniun1Rion of wickedneſſe 
with deceirfulrc ſc in rhis place. For this property 
of decei-fainefTc is by the Apoſtle gigento finne* 
and [© 0ur hearts co:ne to be deceitfull, as they arc 
dcfiled with fine. For finac blindes the minde, and 
ſo makes it caſte ro bee deceiued, and 10 miſtake. 
Wee fee how eaſtiy blinde //aack miſtooke the youn- 
ger ſonne for the elder. A; caſiiy are onr blind hearts 
deccived, miſtaking the moti3nsofrhe flc{h for the 
ſpirir,ſuggeſtions of Sathan, for the voyce of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt, pretences. and colours of zeate}, for true 
and naturallz-ale, &c. Thereafter ehcreforeas finne 
is more or letic in the heart, ſoisdeccir. The moſt 
godly men, by cea{>n they are not wholly free from 
 inne. hane alfo experience of this decenrfulicfſe: 
But the deceitfulneſſe of wicked mens hearts is farre 


\ 4 greater 
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life;thar as inthe motion of the pr imum wobriein the. 


is. The ſecond is; that this wickedneſſe of thetheart | 
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preater, by reaſonchat ſinne in themis farre greater, 
even in his full ſtrength and vigor, bur in the godly 


|ſinneis as it were wounded in the head , and crazed 


in the braine,and folefſe able to decetue. The Scrip- 
ture cals (inne in the godly , the 8/4 man; Now olde 
men that are ready to dote for age, aretwice chil- 
dren, and haue no great ſtore of craft. 

This muſt teach vs, as wedeſire in the profeſſion 
of religion , not co bee deceiued by our owne hearts, 
fatopurge, to rinſe, and renew them daily by re- 
pentance, not ſuffering the leaſt ſin to be harboured 
there. For if we have an cuill heart}, affeRting and 
nouriſhing butany one ſinne, this heart will deceive 
vs in theend , whatſocucr be our profeſſion of religi- 
on. I1vudas may be anexample for vs. His heart was an 
euill heart, a couetous heart, euen in the greateſt hear 
of his following Ghriſt , and preaching the Word. 
Therefore alſo it proucd a deceirfull heart, and at laft 
betrayed him into the hands of that fearcſall fin of 
betraying his Maſter. Neitheris there any other 
reaſon why thoſe forward and feruent ones, in the | 
| parable ofthe ſtony ground fell away , but the wane 
ofa good and honeft heart , which onely they that are 
figured by the laſt kinde ofground haue. Foras an 
honeſt man will not deceive another, with whom, 
ſo neither will an honeſt hcare deceive the man him- 


your in whomitis. This was the rcaſon why: Phs- 
 raoband other, their firs of godlinefle did nor laſt; 
becauſe there was no truc change of theirnaughty 
and corrupt hearts.. Remember wee then the Apo- 
files warning, 7 cke heed leaft there bee inyou an enill 


| beart,to depart away from the lining God. Where there 
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isan voſound heart, there will bee Apoftacy in the 
end, whatſocuer ſhowes be made. For an evil] heart 
is alwayes a deceitfull heart. 

Againe, this muſt further teach vs not to truſt 
them,in whom we doe diſcerne an cuill and vnſound 
heart, let their outward ſhowes be neuecr ſo glorious. 


whomicis , much more will it deceiue orhers, How 
now can any man ſafely repoſcany confidenceinan 
vnregeneratcfiiend or ſcruant, whoſe hearts are cuill 
and vnrencwed , theugh otherwiſe neuer fo ciuilly 
honeſt ? Whar aſſurance can I haue of him,that hath 
noneof himſcife? Or how ſhould I rhinke he. would 
not deceive mee, who in the end muſt ncedes de- 
ccipe himſclfc? 


Of the wnſearchableneſſe of the heart, and of ſaxe notes 


go diſcouerit, 


RF the two former illuſtrations of the hearts 
2M dcccitfulneſſe, the greerneſſe of it, thatitis 
$1 deceitfal abone all things,andthecasſeofit, 
=== that it is wicked, wee have ſpoken: The 
third illuſtration followes , which is from the v#- 
ſearchableneſſe of it. who can know it? thatis , few or 
wn can know, notonely others; but not their owne 
carts. 


For an cull heart will deceiue the man himſelfe in 


- Obie, This may ſceme to be againſt that of the| 


Y 2 _ 


| Apoſtle; No man knoweth what. is in man, ſane God;and | | 


3. Theyn- 


ſearchablenes! 


of it, Where 
yets 
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| che ſpirit of man. CAnſw. Man knoweth his inward , 
| rhoughts , purpoſes., and deſires, but che frame and f 
(| gif polition of bis heart hee knowes not , nor yet al- 
{ wates the qualities of thoſethougbts, whither they 
| tend, whar ſecrerdeccit lyes and lutkes in them. Hee 
1 thinksthat lawfull, which is indeede vnlau full. Ther- 
{ fore Dawzdcryed out , #ho knoweth the errours of hu 
life ? As it fareth with the eye, which ſecing other 
| things, ſees notirſelfe, northe face wherein it flan- 
| derh, fo isit with our hearts, knowing other things, 
yet ipnorante of themſelues, ſtrangers at home : We | 
know not what we arc in preſent, much leffe what FH 
wee ſhall be hereafter , in tryall and cemptation. So Y 
. that that which Sa/ew2ox ſpeaketh of Kings hearts ; [> 
Pro.259.3; | The heauens in height , ana the earth in dcepeneſſe , and F 
| the Kings heart, can no man finde ont,in regard of their 
ſecret proietsanddeſigres, is true alſo of #l] our 
| | hearts, Inregard oftheir ſecret wickednes. Men thinke 
{indeed that they know themſeJues wellenough, And 
| itis growne' into a Prouerbiall kinde of ſpeech, T 
know it as well as my (clfe. VVhereas in truth there 
| is nothing wherein we are more ignorant. An eui- 
dent argument whereof 'is that pride and (cIfe_plea- 
ſing ; that naturally is invs all. If thou haddeſt once 43 
ſcene wher an vgly & deformed face thy heart hath, A 
| ifthou kneweft whar horrible filthines and corrup- 
tion were enclofed inthy heart, this would humble 
and abaſcthee, both before God'and man;rthis would 
bring thee quite out ofheart, and conceit with thy 
| ſelfe , andmakethee according to the Apoftles'pre- 
 Phul.n. cept , thinkethyſelfe worſe then any'other. Bur alas, 
l how ſwell wee in aconceitofour owne excellency? 
1 þ ; | how o 
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| how ſtretch wee outour plumes? how deſpiſe wie 


| hearts, wee ſhould thinke the worſt better then our 
ſclues. Yea,inour very prayers, ſpeakingto God, how | 


| ſelues. Themore we ſee our co 


tion italmoſt ſtrucke him-dead, ſolong 


T he decei' fulneſſe of mans heart. 


others in | regard: of our ſelues? when yer if wee 
throughly ſaw the cloſe corruptions of our owne 


farre are wee from the true hambling , bowing, and 
proftrating our ſpirits beforethe Lord? Whereas if 
we ſaw andfelt our pouerty and miſcry,. wee ſhon!d 


the rich man, T hepoore may, (aith Salomon, ſpeaketh 
ſapplications. When a man comes abroad wirh his 
face full of ſpots , [it isa figne that he knowes not of 
them, thathe did not vſc the Looking glaſle before | 
hecame out : A farre more certaine {igne itis, that 
as yct we hauc not in the Law ſeenethe faces of our 
hearts, when we can ſo boldly andimpudently come 
both into Gods and mans preſence, with grofle cor- 
ruptionsvnwalhen out..VVhen 706 ſaw in Godsglo- 
ry as in aglaſle, his owne corruption, how was hce 
preſently meckned? then he layes the handon the 
mouth; abhorres himſclfe in duſtand aſhes, and vi- 
lifies himſelfetotbe full. Pererallo vpon likeoccali- 
ancries out; Depart Lord from ye, lams finſalliman. 
According to our humility is our-krjiowledge of our 
jon, the'greater 
will beour humilitic; Ven Paul(aw the filthy pud- 
dlcof:concupiſcence that was in him;j'them:was\bee 
througbly taken downe indeed. Before he ſeemed ro 
bealiue to himſelfe;, but. this; ſo galtly aſightofrhe. 
fſchy viſaze othis ownebeart;,: asarbisfitftconuer- | 
after it made 


ſpcaketo God,asthe poore beggerly wretchdothto | 
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him cry out, / aw carnal :. Miſerable man that 1 ans. | 
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lictle hamiliry,butlitcle knowledge ofour own harts. 
The Yſe. x. Let vs not beare out our {clues too 


| much vpon any mans iudgement. For if wee know 
| not. our ſelues , and ſo may: bee deceincd in our 


ſelues ; much lefſe then can others know v3, ' and 
ſo, farre more ealily may they bee deceiued in vs. 
lindge not my ſelfe, ſaich the Apoſtle, for though 1 
know nothing by my ſelfe, yet am 1 notthereby inſtificd, 
He that iudgeth me is the Lord, whois greater then 


| our hares. Euen the beſt haue many ſecrer faults, 


which rhey fpie not, & therefore haue need to pray : 


| Lordcleauſe vs from onr ſecret ſins, Though our owne 


hearts condemne vs nor, yet may we not pleaſe our 
ſelaes therein, bur ſtill dread wee the ſecret deceit of 
our barts,ſo vaſt gulfes, tharthe botrome can hardly 
be founded. As Secrates in reading a Booke gaue 
this cenſure; thoſe things which I -vaderſtand, are 
good; ſoalſo, I thinke, arc thoſe things I vaderſtand 


whichThane found out, & doe diſcerne in my heart 
is exceedingithfo:Ithinke isthatalſo which as yet I 
doe riot difcerne,” By that little wee haue already 
found out, ſhould we iudge of thereſt. © - 

- 1. Here is comfort for Gods children, who ſee- 
ng their owne-corruprtions\,. are exceedingly caſt 
downe, and affrighted withr ſd fearefull a fight. :Bux 
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| þOurgreae pride therfore argues great ignorance, otir 


not :{o iniudging of our hearts , contrarily ; that | 


wee mult learne to diſtinguiſh berweene corruption | 
; ſeene,and the ſeeing of corruption: [The ,cortuption | 
; whictrweſee;offereth.marter ofdifcomfort; burtthe || 
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 ceing :of corruption yerldeth great comfort; :' For || 
 heretheProphet relleth vs ; that.nemgncan know! | 
ho p hy It] P 
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| ir,namcly,ofhimſclfe, and by the lightof his owne 


reaſon onely. An: argument therefore that God 
hath annoynted thy eyes with ſpirituall eye-ſalue, is, 
when he hath thus cnabledrheeto ſeerhy owne cor- 
ruption. Comfort thy ſclfe then in this worke of 


' Gods mercy, and aſſure thy ſelfe thatthat God who 
bath ginca theeto (ce , will giue thecealſoinrime, to 


ſubduechy ſcene and diſliked corruptions. 
I IE. This muſt teach vs to rraucll with our owne 
heares,in bringing them to a lightoftheir ownecor- 


whom we conuecrſc, tha heis falſe and hoilow, how 
will wee labour to finde bim out, and deteR him ? 
The Scriptures hath g uen vs warning of our owne 
hearts, that they ace deepe and deceittull beyond all 
meaſure: Doth it nor then ſtand vs in band co labour 
to finde out this deceit and wickednefſe? What a 


the 


et 


ſhameis this, thar man who flyes vpincoche hea- 
uens,and deſcends downeincothe deepes, &knowes 
all other thiogs,ſhould yer onely not know himſclle?. 
thathce ſhould dig into rhe belly of the carth for 


gold & ſiluer,and ſhould notdig into his ewne heart 
to purge out-the drofſe which bath corruptcd all 
that gold whichgrew there at the firſt? ., 

Here none may diſcourage himſelfe with theſc 


| words, Whocan know it ? for they argue notan vtrer 


impoſhbilitie, but ancxcceding difficultie. VWhich 
{hould ſharpen our defires and endeauours, for the 


getting ofthis knowledge. 


For firſt, there are certaine diſcoveries , whereby 
cuen- others may come to the knowledgeofour 
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ruptions, If wee beadmonithed of ſome man, with | 
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hearts inlome meaſure, And ſecondly , int PIT, Fa 
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6f-God there are infallible Notes, whereby ex3mi- 
ning our hearts, ' we our {clues may know them, 
whernatherscannor fo well, © | 
For the fioft. There are ſixe moreefpeciall meanes 
 oftryall, and diſconery ofour hearrs. 

1.Is the #hereac/ation of Gods word, whether the Law 
of Goſpell. For whereas corruption lay a-ſleepe in 
vs before, the ſound ofthe word awakens andinra- 
ges it. When I would haue hraled iſrael; namely, by | 
the admonitions and rebukes of the word, then the 
iniquitie of Ephraim was diſconered faiththe Prophet. 
Before the Law came, Pas! felt finnemore quiet, as 
ifit had beenedead:bur ſayes he, when the Law came, 
then ſine renined. The like our Saviour ſhewes of 
the Golpell,that when ir comes, it ſets men rogethe? 
by rtheeares,, onely'becanſe it workethvpon their 
corryption , which being by this meanes exafpera- | 
red, ſhewes it (elfe. 
2, Is eff lition, both prinuate and perſonall,as alſs | 
publique1n the perſecntion ofthe Church. The Sea, | 
when itis calme weather, is as ſtill and quiet aramy | 
river; bur letthe windes oncerife, 2nd you ſhall ſce 
a difference: Then you {hall fee nothing but raging 
and forming and foming*oiit mire & dirt. In'peace: 
wicked mens corruptions lye hid;then they will car- | 
ric themſclus ra God and man'more moderately : 
butlct God lay affliftion on them , and thenas Sa-/ 
than faiſcly charged 70h, ſee if they will nor ſpit the | 
very poyſon of their blaſphemyin the face of God | 
himfelfe, Yea, the regenerate-man himſelfe would 
hardly thinke there were fo much infidelirieampari. 
 ency, frow ardnefſe, rebellion, faint-heartedneſſe, toue] 


o . 


4 TVie deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, 
| ofthe world; and ſuch |1:ke corruptions, as hee ſhall 
finde -and-'feele: experience (in the diy of affli- 
ion. Therefore doth Temes call afMifions, rempta- 
tions, becauſe they ſerueto try vs whatis in vs, and 
to difcouerthe hidden corruption of our hearts. As 
Moſes teller he Ifractites ; God therefore bumbled 
| them with want, to'proue chem j and ro know what 
' wasin them, that is, tomake knowne. Here was 
the tryall of 4brabems found heart, when God laid 
that crofſe vpen him, -that- grievous commande- 
ment of killing his onelpſonhnewith his owne hands; 
: Naw 1 know, faith God, chow feareſt-e tharis, as 40- 
'fenexpounds it: Now Thaue madeitknowne: For 
'Godis faidto know,when he makes vs to know:and 
in ſuch ſpeeches, hee'tels vs offis owne working of 
knowledge in vs, not of his owne knowledge. So we 
ſay a japfull day, and ſad weather, onely becauſe of the 
effcs in vs.. For did not God know befarethat - 
"brahamfearedbim? yes well enough. But 4braham 
_ know it belore ſo clearcly &certainely; For 
by meanes of thistryall hee came to know himſelfe. 
'For vſually man thinketh be can doethar which in- 
deede he cannot, And contrarily:Itis thenas if God 
ſhould haue [aid : Now have F made the world and 
thineowne conſcience know thou feareſt me ; Now 
I have giuen thee a- thorow tryall ofthe inregritie 
ofthine owneheart; Here alfo-was thetryall of 7obs 
| good heart. Thovghin his proſperity hehad triallof 
1tby his many good workes, wherein he was as rich 
a3 in his other riches , yer wee fce how ſlanderovſly 
the Diuel} impeachecd ir as' mercenary ; Do1h 70b 
_ God for naught? Thererefore that he might have 
| a 


| 
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InPſal 44. Die 
cit ſbi innoteſ= 
cere quod facit 

tibi innoteſcere: 
Opus ſuum tibi 
drit,non cogni- 


' tzonuem [uam Di- 


cimus plerumg, 
leties dies QUAN 
ao ſerens eſt; 
aunguid ipſc 
aics guadet ?ſed 
gandentem 
dicimus quiz 
Laudentes nos 
facit. Sic & 
dens cognoſecre 
dicirkr quando 
Coonoſcentes nes 
ſacit.Dicit ad 
Abr.Nunc cog- 
nout: Antca non 
cognomerat? ſed 
ipſe Abr, antea 
non cognonit, 
quia ipfe tenice 
lione ipſe (63 in- 
motuit,plerumy, 
eximputa'home 
{e poſſe,qued 
297 poteſi,ofce 
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| vs ſtarke naked of all the 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart.. 


——_—_x 


a more thorow proofe. of his integritic, all his 
outward proſperitie was taken from him. And then 
how meckce, how paticnt was hee ? no murmuring 
no grudging , but the Lord hath ginen and taken , 
bleſſedbe his name. Hee did not then ſay ( as Chry/0- 
fome exccliently notes, ) How ſhall the poore doe, 
that were wont to be cloathed with che fleece, and 
to bee fed with the fleſh ofmy cattle? If not for my 
ſake, yet for ſuch poore ones, my flockes might haue 
becne ſpared. And ſo /obs graces {hined more glo- 
riouſly when his houſes were oyerthrowne,, then 
when the doores of chem were ſer open for the 
poore to enter in; when his flockes were ſtollen 
from bim, then when the poare were ſuftained by 
them 2 Forthen hee ſhewed love to,men, bur now 
hee ſhewed a more ſpecial! kinde of lone and obedi- 


ence to God. For as in the Olympicke games, the | 
people might farre better iudge ofthe feature, and- 


elegancy of the fencers bodies, when they were na- 
ked, then when their cloathes were on : ſo may.we 
then bcft iudge of our ſclues, when God hath ſtripe 
garments of our eutward 
glory and proſperity. | 


But a farre more excellent triall are thecommon | 


afflitions of the Church in perſecution. For as 
the Apofile ſpeaketh of hereſics, ls isittruealſo of 
perſecutions,that they maſt needes bee, hat the appro- 
ued may be made knowne, To this purpoſeexccllent 
is the ſpeech of old Simeonto the Virgin;T hat Childe 
is appoynted for a figne, to bee ſpoken againſt, that the. 


| rbonghts of many bearts way bee opened. Therefore 
Chriſt muſi bee contradiQed , and oppoſed by the 


high 
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| highPricfts and Gouernours of the people, that ſo 
| the hidden” hypocrifie of thoſe which before fol. , 
| lowed him, and cryed 0fſ2nna, might be deteed, 
*| asalfo thoſe their peruerſe and vnſound thoughts 
| ofcleauingrto Chrift, if hee had proucd a temporal! 
King , -and' had brought temporall. felicitie. Loe 


thena knife to open the hearts belly, the knife of 


| perſecution. Here was the triall of Nichodemus , and 
i Zoſeph of Arimathes ,with whom it fared intheir af- 
| fetion to- Chriſt , as with 79/epb ſonne' of IHacob, 


inhis affetion to his brethren: When heeſaw them 
in a=gviſh and diſtrefle, rhen- hee could conceale 


your brother : For a brother, ſaith Salomen, # borne 
for aducrſitie ; namely , then to diſconer his affeRi- 
on, if hee hauc any. So when theſe two ſaw the 
vniuſt and cruell dealings ofthe Prieſts with Chriſt 
their clder brother, then though before they were 
butcloſe Diſciples , and one could hardiytell whar 


to make of them, yet then they manifeſted rhem- | 


ſclues; rhen theirloue, their zealc, and harty affe- 
Rion.to Chriſt brake forth, « For as Sa/om0n. diſco- 
nered the. true mother. from the falſe, by-raking a 
{word to cut the childe in two : fo doe perſecu- 


falſe, whenby the ſword of perſecution they ftrike 
at their Mother, O' there bee- many ofvs in theſe 


Fanne comes it ſhall appear whether wee be chafte 


| or wheat. ;.The houſe built on-the ſand carries as 
| gooda ſhow as the houſe builton the rockep andin 


: * cleare Sun-{hine day glifters. as gallantly;but the 


windes 


his affeRion no longer, but cryed our, 7 am Ioſeph 


tours diſcouer true Children.of the -Charch from .: 


daycs ofpeace, that makesgreat ſhowes : when the . 


Pree37-1% 


Chap.z0, 


—— 


3.Diſcouery, 
by Proſperity | 


| ſhewthe difference, When a Seruing-man followes 


| Maſter,till chey part: ſo when the Goſpell,and out- 


proſperitie; and ſo diſconers that decezs whereof we 


{ with 7onotban follow chaſc well, till they come 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
windes and tempelts wkenthcy are vp, will quickely 


ewo men walking together,we cannottell whois his 


ward proſperitie goe together, it is hard to indge 
whether of them wee follow, till God make a ſepara- 
tion of them by perſecution. A Wolfe may fayne 


bimſelfe to bea ſhcepe by wearing a ſheepes skinne; | 


but let his fleece bee (horne, it will ncuer grow 
2gaine , and: chereby he will eaſily bee diſcourred to 
be no true ſheepe : for thetrue ſheepes wool! will 
grow againe after ſhcaring : And ſo will Chriſts 
{hcepe,afterthey haue beene ſhorne by perſecution. 
So a Parcor can counterfeit mans yoyce: butler 
itbebcaten, and then it will fall coit ownenaturall 
VOYCC. 

Now as by affli&ion wee may tudge of our hearts 
forthe time preſent , what they «re, ſo allo forthe 
time 70 come, whatthey will be, For impatience in pre- 
ſent adnerſitie, argues there will be z»ſolexciein furare 


ſpake; namely, that if we were in a more plentifull 
and richer eſtate, wee would bee better , then now 
Weare. 

3. Tr5alis by proſperity,nothing inferiour tothe 
former by aawerſitic: For as ſome like Snailes puſh 
out their hornes till chey bee. couched : To others 


where honey is. Nay , many there are whomaffli- 
ion hath notdeteQed,, that peaceand proſperitie | 
hatb. The Parable of the Sunne ;and the: Winde 
is knowne., Someoftholſe in Quceve Maries dayes, i 


14 
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| The deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 


a 
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| who kept their garments of faith and good con- 


ſcience faſt on, for all che ſhaking oftne boyſterons 
windes, which then raged molt fiercely, yet aftcr- 
ward by the flattering raics of that ſweer lun-ſhine 
| which fullowed, were tiſed ro vaburten themſclues. 
and throw of their coates , at leaſt, to weare them 
more loofely : How chaftc was Dawdin his afiRi- 
ons? If an hundred Barhſhebaes had then met him in 
the wildernefle , hee would not much haue beenc 
moved. But we know afccrward., when hee was at 


reſt in his Kingdome, how fearcfully. hee was foy- 


ld. So that, chat which ance thoſe women ſang 


of Saul and Danid 7'by way ot toy and congratulatt- 


on,may weas trucly {ing of theſerwo trials, by way 
of mourning and lamentation. Aduerſity hath 
{layne his thouſands, Proſfpericy tenne thouſands. 


| Theſe two of all o' hers are the foreſt terials and haue 


greateſt force of deieting eſpecially, when they 
come both together, as inthe three children ; who 
| atonce. were tryed, both by the ſweerneſle of the 
| muſicke, to enchant their ſenſes, and by the ter- 
' rourofthe fire ro affright and aſtoniſh their hearts. 
And ſo haue many boly Martyrs beenc tryed both 
wayes , both by rhe threatnings, and by the faire 
and large promiſes of their adverſaries, Contrary 
to that God gaue in charge to Laban ; to ſpzake 
nelther ex: nor good to Jacob, that is, neither by 
flatrery ; nor farce to goe about to bring him backe 
| againce. And this argueth notable ſoungneſle in. 
deed, when in_both theſe tryals together, we can 
acquit our ſelues,. As in the Bapuſft, ncicher over- 


| come with Hereds priſon , nor with the peoples con» 


cei'ing 


Cm 


| 


Dan{3,5.6. 


Gen? 1.24 
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— 
— 


C3 "ISA 


- if 2- 4 


_— 


T he deceitfulneſſt of mans hewrt. 

| ceiting of him ro bee the Aeſi54h, In Paxland Bar- 
2abes allo, ſanding out both againſt the prepoſte-. 
rous affection of the Lyca#niens , when they would 
haue Deified them, and againſt their diucliſh rage, | 
when they would hauc toned them. In Dare like- 
wiſe, whom neither the Lysn:denne, nor the Kings 
fauours and honours could any whit corrupt. Good 
gold pur itinto the fire, aadthere it will bee purged 
and refined : into the water; and their likewiſc ir 
will ſhine brigbter. Soa good man , when hee is in 
the furnance of affliion;there he will leaue much of 
his drofſe behinde him : and when he flouriſheth in 
outward bleſfings, they , together with his inward 
graces, ſhall bee as a tewell hung vpon a golden 
exring ; he will verific So/omoxs Prouerbe, 7 he crowne 
of wiſe men « their riches. But the vaſound Chrie 
ſtian is like toclay. Ir will quickcly bee ſcorched, 
and dried vp inthe fire; and it will ſoonc melt a- 

{ way and bce diflolued in water. As at#lQion 

| would diſcouer his infidelity , diſtruſtin God, 'im-+ 

patience, rebellion, &c. ſoa proſperous and flou- 

riſhing cſtate will bewray his pride, inſolency, con- 

tempt of, and cruelty againſt his poore brethren, 
beſides his wantonnefſle, voluptuouſneſle, vncleane- 
nefſe; all which lay ſmothered in afflition like as 
poyſon dothinthe Snake, while hee is benummed 
withcold: Letaman handle a Snakechen , and hee 
{hall nor feele his fling 3 fo one would thinke it 


| nbc fun, were a harmelcflecreature : bur bring him-ro' the 
| latentvitia:n02 | fixe, and then touck him when he is well warmed, 
| 2424/12 | andthou ſhalt know hehath aſting, So oftentimes 
| ſseplicuerizz, | many corruptions, - as cruelty , ambition, luxury, 
| « | are. 


Po 


IT — — 


| are as it were benuramed, andfrozenin men wit 
the cold of pouerty, obſcurity, and other ſuch like 


DD —_— 


pinching croſſes. Their wickedneſſe isan vnfolded, 
an implicite wickedneſle, like ſome peſtilent fruir 
in the bud, or bird-in the (hell. Butler the hear, 
the warmth, the ſan-ſhine ofhonour , riches, autho- 
rity, once open away to their wickedneſſe, andfur- 
niſh them with meanes and occaſions of doing 
wickedly , and then they will vafold their naugh- 


they are. Whatan humbleman was Ss/before he 
was King, and in the firſt beginnings of the King- 
dome? but afterward being confirmed in his King- 
dome, whatatyrant proued he?-Therefore, itis ſaid 
that Saw! raigned but two yeecares, becauſe after 
the two firſt yeercs, though hee helde the gouern- 
ment ſtill in his hands, his deceicfull heart was dif 
couercd, and hedid no Jonger raigne, but-tyran- 


place of rulc and gouerment, a man may quickely 
{hewhimſelfe whar he is. ' Strong-drinke trycth the 


cannot drinke of the wine of outward feliciry , but 
weegrow-drunken aud giddy-headed;, and begin to 


When wee know not how to digef our felicivy , bur 
1t cauſeth-a kind of windinefle, a riting and ſwel- 
ling of pride and ambition inour mindes, this ar- 
gucth  cxcceding great imbeeility ; And ſurely , 


[ chusitis with moſt. They are of ſuch gy | 
| enat I * 


tinefle at large, and fully (ſhew themfelues what 


nize.So was it with Neroalſo, for the firſt fiuc yeetes, 
whom rule and domination diſcouered to be a ve-- 
ry- monſter of nature. So truely it ts ſaide, that in 


brainc; and hard meate the tomacke. VVh:n wee 


play reakes, it is a ſigne wee haue-weake braines. 


8parut. 1 aftr 
mentaillis expli> 
cande nequitie 
deſunt : F: 
ſerpexs, etiams 
peſtiſera,trafig» 
zur dan riget 
ſrigore : non de- 
ſunt illi venena 
ſed torpes. Mul- 
tork crudelitas, 
ambitio.luxu- 
ria,ut parie 
Peſſimus audeat, 
fortune fauore 
deficitar Eade' 
velle eos cognoſ- 
cer,da poſſe, 
quanti volunt, 
Sen.Epift.43. 


| I, Sam-13.1, 


Mngiftratres 
indiat virum. 


75) PACov x4- 


TcTia;,Pinds | 


c twtd | 


OM han prong er a a da ade 


i 4 


- F 
me 


. 


; 


] les qualis ſim 


” 
. 
. 


Priſcefſuturis, 
| fram _ 
&c,Dic mbifi 


fer tu Lro-quce | 


lis er is. Mart, 


z Tim. 


Heb>.11.37. 


 Nabachaduetzer inſtruments, bur overcome there- 


ted, hey were flarne with ihe ſwerd,, Lo5e how the A- 


x # a 
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A wy 


abundance of riches. and honours, they: might 
eruely returne that anſwcre, Tell mee if thou wert 4 
Lyon, what wouldeſt thon bee : which-in effe& is as 


much as to ſay, that chey would be as cruelias the | 
Lyon. Thisis ancuidentdifcouery ofa corruptheart. | 
Now astheenioyment, ſoalſothe proflibility. and j; 


hope of enioying theſe outward profics and plea- 
ſures, is noſmall wryall. Many can no (9oner heare 


War bcing asked whar-they would be, if-chey had | 


_— 'F bedeceirfulweſſe of mans beat, |, 


ſweet words and flyttcring promiſes of perter-. | 
ment and promocian ,- as it-were the-'m;lody of | 


with,they preſently fall downe, and worſhip the Ba- 
bylonilh 1doll. Dems, thavgi he had continued a 
while in ſuffering with Peel, yet when che-world, 
like a ſtcumper, preſented her ſeltec in alt her glory 
ro his cye,, bewitched with her beauty , hee left Pax! 
and the hopes ofthe world ro come , and im4raced 
this preſemt world. OMojes camrarily, though hee 
might cafily haue aduanced bimſclfe, being the 
adcprted ſonne of tne King of Agyors daughter, 
yer herclinquiſhed all his hopes in the Court, and 
forſooke all his poſhbiliries of preferment , andclaue 
to the affl;tcd Church of God. Among che ma- 
ny grieuoustrials of choſe VWorthies in the Old Te- 
ſtament, itis worth the marking, howthe. Apoſtle 
hatch ioyned rogerher the twialt-by che offer of pro« 
ſperity, with the ſorclt trials of perſccution. They 
were poned , thry were hewin aſunder , they were temp-> 


poftle ;;rankes the terppring +#nd alluring words 


— 


of che aduerſaries, promiſiug: the: Mairyts it racy: 
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would | 


© | Bones, fawes, ſwords. Ifthenin ſuchacaſewee can 


os BT ned ne : 


| wonld recanr, aboundance of rheſecarthly thingy, | 
{ among their bloody and boyiironsdeedes » how | 
he yoakes their tycing tongues, withtheirterritying, 


fay with Daniel, © King, keepe thy gifts rothy ſalfe: 
| and with the Figagreeand Olive , ſha#1 tearve wy | 
| fmeerneſſe,,my Gare 10 raigne? if forthe conſcience: 
{ ofthetruth, wecati negle@ profered profits, the ery- 
| allis as found, as if wee had endured the torturesof 
NE Sen aeairiet Ith 
TV. is by the inequality of carriave.: It is 
| hard for Rd kiypoctine ſo beer hinſelfs; bue at 
ſometimes or other , hee (hall dos or ſpeaks ſome- 
| ching , which inno fort can Rand or confortwith 
| his fhewes of godlinefſe. Thongh luſt, coucrouſ- 
neſle, and other of his ſinnes ure never ſocloſely 
| couched within his heart , and hempke fayre ſein- 
blatice ofa chaſt andlconteneed minde, yet hee wilf 
bre blurting out now and rhen, ſore! worys or. 


p 


- 


{_Pido ſognificat, 
. Minoribus e- 


parthe- poteſt conſeicn- | 
| facie > facrers | * 


| [.3-c4,9. 


4 Diſcenery 
Incqualitic of | 
carriage. 

qui 


"RF 
ſua callids vitia 

tegitinterdum |j 
Fury uſer mo de» | 
monfirat, ep a- | 
Karitianm latene | 

lem intrinſecus | + 
parunle tet Che 1 


#1” maiora TR 
mifirantar,unt- | 4 
tuque Cr oculs : 
diſſemalari nox ' 


tia, dum luxu- | 
rieſa & laſtinia 
mens lucctin 


cordia nuts cor- \' 7 
poris ac geſtibus |; Þ 
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with another, his cariage herewith is cariagethers, £ 
and you thall ſcethey agree like Harpe and 'Harroy, | - 
Chis: was, Siem Magn diſcouered; Phiti tooke | 
aim fora good: Chriſtian, - 


him , becauſe of his Baptiſane, | 
 profeſhon, hearing,&c. Buc all thele wereafrerward [ 
prougd tobe lies, becauſe of he contradiction of 

choſe words; 'Hereis: money foffthe gifts of the ho- 
ly Ghoft. Theſe things doc not well agree to bee |. 
baptiſed, toprofeſſe, to ioyne ones (elfe with the: 
Church , and to deſire (piricuall Graces for lucres | 
fake; After then Peter had once heard thoſe words 
ame from him,he ſmelthim out-preſently ; Away, 
chy heart isnot.,vpright : Then art ſt;h in the gallof 
bitterneſſe, Thus many in ſome companies arc ho- 
ly,. in coguerfing_ with their betters carry chem- 


-_ > | elues wells bus 1a other companics,, or conperſing | 
'>* | with «heir equals or inferiours.;,are nothing the | 
+... | amemen. Some, among ſtrangers; by their ſpce- 


bl 


« | Gp | chesaadgarriage, for therime, purchaſe a good opi- 
\...... |.nhen-;whoyerpalpablylay chemſelues open among | 


luch,whergthey are daily;cangerſant. "This then. is 


4 (a{ure proofe ofa ſound heart , when wewalke with 


| ſo,,caen. a-faote,, . that. howlocuer it.cannotbe but 
wee mult. haue-experience of humane frailtic, yet 


be fi Wee ncucr breake out into ſuch wickedand wiltull 


| conrlcs of d, vniuſtice, or ſuch like, ; which 


F 1008 giugithe lic ro all-our former profefhon; and 


praRiſe ,: becauſe they cannor ſtand in any fort 


....-... { withhe trac gf Religion. Nay , rather inour par. 


 ticularaQions weiſocarry our ſclues, that one aQi- 
Qn- may. bee 'as it: were a. commentary to. interpret 
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' | aid fpake foundly rorhem', bur when-onee they 
| chey-fell downe'and: kiſſed their knees and hands 


_ | whether it-wete-nor:malapart-faucineſſe and. ; 


. chicfeſt proppesand: ſtayes to vphold vs in-godli- 
-nefſe; Tfthenwee, wholly, orin part, goe backe ;/ir 
| argueth' vnſoundneſſe. Thus were the Iſraclites 
 dercRed by Mrſer his abſence in the Mount : For 
: | thenithey feil to Idolarry,'$o./99/b was a good King 


iſthoſeMinttersthar ſupplicated tothe [Tudges for 
thoſe: char had offered diſgrace: to: the Emperour 
Statues; When the Indges ſeemed more diflicules: 


thenehey Viedigreatliberry and boldneſſe0f lpeech; 
becaine flexible , and yeelded ro their requeſt, then 


 abungancly;ſhewing boch truc courage and bold- 
neffe/; and true-meekeneſſe and' mildeneſſe;:Here 


| 
| Of 


herqid any man doubr of theirtiberry of ſpeech; 
| ſumption'?* Their bumilicie/in kiffing the; ; 
| Ences'," was ehough co freer it from:thar fuſpitian:: 
Apgaine; might their humbling otthem(ſcluesatthe 


Magiſtrates feete, ſeeme toſavoaroftoo;baſeiand | 
ſenile e{pirit?thein former truely miniſterial bold-:| 
- nefſe fafkiciendly-alſo acquired /chenh;vt thisimpu- | 
 eati6h;” Thus when there is ſo ſweer:ai proportion; - 


and godlya harmony 'betwixr-our adtions.,: that! 


theyareſofarre fromconfuringor confoandingone | 
another; thatthey anſTveronefor another, tultifie-|/ 


and approve oncanuther, Fhisis 
vptightneſſeindoede.” 1 507 1321 
'$: Is whep thoſe arc taken away whichareour 


agood:riallofour: 


afecr/his death” hee 


both their aQions were'as a commentary cackts | 
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while God- continued a good I 
were in ſame good arder.: yet w 


# the Indge ras 


ood Ellers that ſaruiyed 17 


nours , haueafterward proucd moſt vngracious-and 
vngodly wretches. Sober and modeſt Maides, vn- 
'derche tiraighter gouernment of Parents, comming 
;vader the milder government 


in the abſence andlofic ofour goucrnors,  weeftill. 


*| continue rhe ſame that. in their preſence, perfor-.| 
ming.that which Fas! wiſhe«th the Phillippians ,.| 


| dead, they returned ,: end did wer{ethen their Fathers, | 
And ſqalltherime of 1ofbaurs gauernment , and the | 
' they- Lept them- -- 
felges within ſome compaſle.. Bur together with | 
them dycdall the Iraclitesgaodneſle; 4n0:her gene- | 
ration aroſe, which knew not the Lord :$o ſtrangely | 
were.they changed. And ſo- wee (ee it is 1a many | 
places from whence the powerfull Miniſterſe hath | 
| departed; haw many thar before fecomed very reli- | 
' gipus haucthen.growne looſe and licentious? Chile | 
-dren ofgood hape, vnder. good Parents and gouers | 


twuſband;, have proued afterward but wilde and | 
* wanton-widowes: So-many ,removing ou: of religi- 

-ous families into civil}, avd our of ciuill into-pro--|. 
- phane, hane leftbchindethemeall cheir religion and | 
 ciuiltie , and growne openly prophaneanddilolutc..; 
 Herechen-will be agoodtryall of aur foundneſle, if | 


| of Huſbangs,, haue F 
;proyed bur bac wives > And good wines, ducing |: 
the warchlull:cye of checarefull and-conſcionable |. 


I 


' namely,that whether he cameamongthem, or were |. 
{abſcac from-them yer, ebey.would fill hold outin|. 
rheir goodcourſes. 6 
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T he deteitfuineſſt of man; heart... 
' . 6; Tryals arc firoccaſions to provoke, andasir 
were tappes to giue a vent tocorruption. Many 
arcinwardly tul of corruption, but they (hew ir nor, 
oonely for wane of occalion. As a full veſſcll, vnlefſe 
irbe tapped, cannor'ſend forth the liquour ic hath 
within. And this aſſurcdly is a norablecriall ofthe 
ſoundneſſe, and diſcouery of the vnſoundacile of | 
| our hearts. Nothing for a man to be chaſte , when 
no Proudcation to vn-lcanneflc; ro bce temperate 
ata lcanc-and poore table , where hee cannor other- 
wile chuſe, Hereis the tryall ofchaſticie , when with 


| when with 75morhy weecan liuetemperately in 4/6, 
among che laxurious Epheſians. Here was chetriall 
of 7oſcphs chaſtitic , that though the occaſion were 
offered by his owne Miſtrefle to doethedeede, in 
ſuch ſecrecy and ſecuricy,, yet the feare of God 
ouer-ruled him. .Hcre was thetryall of Danids right | 
loyall and faithfull heart ro Sav4,that though he had 
himar che aduantage in thecaue, yer hee ſpared bis 
life; Many ſeeme to bee mecke and moderate men, 
while they arc. welideals with. But let ſomeiniory 


And indeedethereis no triall of meckenefle and pa- 


fairhfull , is rruc faithfulnefle indeede. Thus the. 


| Lot wee can bee chaſtin Sedome of tzmperancie, | 
| rt Tim.g.23. * 


be offered them, and the contrary will appeare. | 


tience, till we be prouoked by iniuriee,Ir is notryall | 
of fidelity.ina fcruant nor to filch when his Matters | 
eye is on him; but when opportunity ſerues his | 
turne to play the thicfe, when hee could purſe his | 


Maſters money without his knowledge, thento be | 


[ſoundneflc of euery vertue is made manifeſt. For | 


6.Diſcouery, 
brneſfſe of oc- 
calions to pro- | 
uokecorru 
tion, 4 


Gen.39.7.8. 


1.Sam,34.7. # 
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| chat weeare indeede,, which weeare in temptation. | | 
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baſſadours preſence, the Lord-lefe him, 20179 h5me, 


(The heart then may know it ſeife, ifitobſerne how 
it carriesit ſe}fe in tempra'ion. So iris ſaid, the Lord 
people, to prouethem whether they would obey his: 
 commaudem-*nts. fo NV G7 Gur 30m | 


' made Gods fauour his inheritance, reioyced more 
'ittir, thenthe worldlings in all their abaundanceof 
| corne-and 'ople; Our fretting likewiſe 2nd-grie 
ving atthe lofle of theſe outward things, is an-ar- 


ly'delights, and (hewes plainely chatwee haue laide 
vp our treafure-onh .carth;: VVhereas- 786 becauſe. 


ſmallimuries done to our ſelues , and ſtill patience. 


notable tryall of Davids ſincerity z Who was as a: 
mandeafeaud dumbe, and wholy ſenſcleſle ar $he- 
mes private reproaches of his owneperſon ; butnor 
iſo art Goliahs publique reniliags' of: God: .and: his 


— 


he 


 Thedeceirfaldeſſe of manchrare,” = | 


By this-meanes was ſ9me vaſoundneſſtdeteces in i 
Ezckiah, when in his triall-by the Babyloniſh Em» | 


faith the Prophet, and (know:) allwasgn bis bears, |. 
ſuffered the Canaanitestoremaine among bis owne | 


7. Tryall is by our AfteQions : For vpor what || 
our heart is ſer, thatis our treaſure. Ourgreatioy:| 
when things goe currant with vs in the -world., ac-:|. 
cording to our hearts deſire, and ſmathiog.inchings || 
fpirituall, ſhew plainely whac kinde of hearts wee | 
'haneto God-ward: Whereas-Dasid, becauſc he had 


gument of our-voluptuduſncſſe;, and louc ofearth- | 
hee hadimade God:thisporaon , could be quiee at |: 
theloſſeofall at one blow.' So our great anger for-| 


in-thepreater wrongs done to God, ſhewes whariis:þ 
- theaccount wemake of Gods glory.: | Heere: was a;| 


No > 


owes 


Ghurch': There how full of kfe and ſpirit, and boly';] | 
ao >. _Impattence}” 
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Theicveitſalniſeof mans hrart. © 


_—_ 


impatience did hee ſhew himſclfe ro be? Thelike 
might be ſhewed in ourother afteiens. [Of them 
'then take wethrough notice, if we will rightly iudge 
of our owne hearts. Doe(t thou feele that Chriſt is 
thy greateſt ioy,{innethy greateſt ſorrow, that when 
thou canſt nor feele the preſence ofthe ſpirit in thy 
heart, thou gocſt mourning , notwithſtanding all 
other comforts ? affuredly as rhe holy Maryr ſaid, 
If thou wert not a wedding chide, thou couldeft wener 
ſo heartily mourne for the abſence of the Bridegroome. 


j How ſtrong are gur affeRions bach of ioy and 
| gricfe, in things carthly 2 bow weake inthings ſpi- 


Buralas, if we examine our ſe]ues by this note, how 
much impertcRion ſhall wee diſcouer in our ſelues ? 


rituall ? who finderh that hee mourneth for his 
ſinnes,as forthethe loilc of his firſt borne? Danid ar 
Ahſan dearth could cry out in »eraral ſorrow, 
| O Abſalore, Abſalim, would io God 1had dird for thee: 
" Bur not at. 7r7iabs death, in godly forrow, 0 
Oriah , Priab , would to God I had died 
for thee. And ſo much for theſe 
ſeauen meanes of the diſ- 
couerie ofour 
hearts. 
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ery che hearts ; 
4 finccriy, as 


|: Humility. 


lohn 5.44 


AQsg.18, 


'} 2.King.10.16. 


| glory one of awndther ? And loin Simon Magrſecking |. 


| himſclfe before 1onadab ; Whereas ſincerity is al- 


HH  Thedeceitfnlueſſe of was bears, = 


| of certaine note; whichthe word of God gineth of _ 
vpright beart. 


4 "rer this diſcovery by the meanes, we muſt 
NC !ay our hearts to the rule of the word, and 
AP xamine them by thoſe notes which there 
arc g:ucn of an vprighr and (incereheart; And thoſe 
are many : I will name onely fiae. ſ 


1. A fincere heart is an 4#mbltheart; An bypo- | 
critica!l heart is al waies proud, and vaine-glorijous : | 
As inthe Phariſees, Math. 6. Andtherefore our Sa- 
viourſaid to them, Hew canyce beleenc, when ye ſeeke 


his o'vnc praifſeandprofit, in thedefircofche Apo- | 
ſtolicall- gifts : Whom therefore Peter rold, that | 
bis heart was not vpright before-God. In /ebs like- | 
wile wee may diſccrne the ſame ſpirit, when he aid | 
to lonadab , Ts4hy heart upright , as mine? preferring 


waies bettcr conceited of another, and very fcare- 
full and ſupitious of it ſelfe. And ſoir will make a 
Chriſtian when he ſees another, ſpecially a 19nadab, 


 Phariſces. d: fire to-bee ſeenc of men , becauſe they 


| to ſay to himſelfe, Is my.beart vpright, ſoas is his? | 
Againe, Come, ſaies he, and fre what zealel haue for | 
the Lordof hofls, Yea, but ſincere zeale deſires not 

robe ſeenc ofany,ſave him who ſecth in ſecret. The | | 


ſeek2 the praiſe of men. Their lampes will not burne| 
will 


| | withourthis oyle: Wind-milsthey are, which 


wy 
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{ very workes is her weate, Hypocrilie, whichis ſoone 


it N 


| T be dectiefulneſſe of mans "beart, _ | 
notwurneaboutto docany good Fervice, without the' | 
| winde of mens praiſes. Hence'it is thar they have 
lirtle zcale in prayer , vnlefle, ir be in publike, that 
ſo oftentarion and vainc-glory may warme their 
hearts. As in faſting, once it fared withonethatin 
the Monaſtery could faſt, wholedaics together with 
eaſe, bur in the defart hee could notho!d out varill 


noone, bur his belly would crave preſently, Where. 


of irhen he demanded the reaſon, this anſwer was 
returned him, that in the Monaſtery the praiſe of 
men was in ſtead of meat to bim\, he fed there vpon 
ir; which ſuſtenance failing him is the deſarr , his fa- 
ſting ſtrength alfo faiicd. Bur vnto ſincerity her very 
obcdience itſclfe:is meat and drinke; iebus 34. In 
other works, the worker muſt have mear, or cliſc he 
will not hold out in his worke; Bur vnto ſincerity her. 


tyredatthis worke, withoutthereferſhment of hu- 
mane praiſes, well may it ſeeke forpublique thea- | 
ters: But ſinceritic hides it ſelfe in the cloſer, and as 


inprayer,ſfo inall good duties ſhuts the doore. 


Andasthe ſincerc heart is humbledinregard of | 
theend whereat it aimes in doing any good, namely 
God: glory,nordaring in any thingroſfcekeit [el:t; 
foalſoin the minner of doing, not dating to truſt it 
ſelfe, bur affeed with a through ſence of it ownein- 
firmitie, ir reſtcth ir ſelfe wholly vpon the power of 
| God, tobe perfeRted in her weakenefſe, Peter rhere- 
fore in that wherein his heart was vnſound, and de- 
ceitful], ſheryce chisſpirir of pride, and vaineconfi- 
dence in himſelfe, For hee couldinor rhinke that 


Rtrength wherby hethonghrrofland was of Chriſt ; | 
{PR becauſe t 
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'Dan.z. 30» 
1 AQs,3.13.&. 


14-15. 


{.Nibumilites 


omnia que bene 


facimu & pre- 
 Ceſſerit et com: 


tetar, & conſc- 
cata fuerit , & 
prepoſita quan 
intuemur,ct op 
poſitacui adbe. 
reamus et 3p 0- 
ſta qua repri- 


mamur, Orc. 


; " Aug-Epiſt.5.6. 
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becauſe Chriſt Qatly tdenicd bicbis Rreageh,, and, 
Peter neucr prayedforit, And yerlohow-confidear 
be was? Thoughellmen, yet not I; as though there 
had beeng more in him.,then in any other, Yea, hee: 


contradifted Chriſt,adwoniſhing him ofhis frailty, - 


and as Marks notes, the more Chriſt warned him, 
the more confident and percmptory he was. 


Laſtly,aftcr the doing ofeuery good thing,ſinceri-. 


ty ſtill remaines humble, & when n;ien would Deific. 
vs, it will got accept of any ſuch honours, but ſends 
chem backe tothe Lord,as in Daxte/,& rhe Apoliles, 
And thus, if we be {tncere inall things we doe, there 
muſt bee humility ;, prepoſed in regard of the-exd wee 
mult lookeat; eppoſedan regard ot the mannerof do- 
ing,impoſed,after wehauc done, as a curb to reſtaine 


vs leaſt wereioyce not inche Lord but in our ſelues. | 
Obief?, But this isa hard ſaying, will ſome ſay, 
and ifche cauſebe thus, who thea can be ſincere? for | 


who is chere that is not tainted with pride, if notin 
all,yet in ſome of theſe three reſpeRs ? 

Anſ. Tt is one thing for a mans cyeto.glance to- 
wards a thing, another thing to fixe and fully roſet- 
tle it (clfe vpon it. Thoughts of pride and vaine- 
glory may ruſh into-the heart ofa ſincere Chriſti- 
an; they reſt onely in the hearg of an hypocrite, who 
is ſet on worke onely by them in all his aRions , and 


] ſeekes onely cogine contentment to them. 


I adde further, if ſincerity be nt humble in this 
firſt kinde of humility , yet at the leaſt itts humble 
in an af7cr-humility. fit hauc beenc ouer-ſcenein the 


doing of any thing in pride, it is ewiſc as humble af- | 
terward,becguſeit was not humble. A notable diffe. 
| rence 


— 


| tarter humility is'the better. And heere oncly it is 
| {cemely for vertue to come behindevice, Hypocriſic 


|. Fhedecoitfalntſſt of mans bart. 


rence} betwixtſinccrity and bypocriſie- iThere may 
be ſome kind of huwility'in hypocrific , and of pride 
in ſincerity : but hypocriſics kumilitie is] followed 
with pride,and incerities pride with humility. This 


is proud becauſe it is humble : Sincerity'is humble 


; | becauſe itis proude. Epaminondas , a Thebane Cap- 
'|raine ,the'day after. the vitoryand erumph, went 

droupirigand hanging downe his head 5; andibeing 
[azked wby be did ſo,anſwered : Yeſterday 1 feltmy 


ſclfe roo. much tickled with vaine-gloryztherefore 1 
corre& tay {che for it.to day... The ſameisthe ſpirit 
of the ſincere Chriſtian, ofthe zrue {{raelice. As you 
may ſez inthe example of Ezet:4h,otwhom it is thus 
written; #is heart was bift vp, notwithſlanding-Ezeki- 
ah hunibled:himfelfe after bs hears wa. lift vp.-Ina 


| of fincetity -: 'VVhich is many-tjmes more humbled 
| for ſuch mixtures, and defilements of good. workes, ; 
| then for ſome workes ſimply euill in themſclues. 

|-: 2 be ſincere heart is a goodpnd boneſt heart, 

| as our; Sauiourt'calles: 34. The honeſt hearts that | 


| {fncere heart\there muſt; be. cither the fore-burmilztie 

| or the after-hurnlity-, whichis chemoreſeucre ofche | 
| ewo;ceitherthe direRting 5um/izic,for the right man- 
| ner, ot elſerhe correfing-humilitiesfor the erroneous 


mannevib# doing; :If wee can follow the ſwing aud 
fway of our)owne proud and vaine-glorious affcRi- 
ons, without all reſpe& of Gods glory, and yetneuer 
be. truely: humbled afterward : this is palpable hy- 
pocrifie; wee hauenotſo muchas tbe leaſt dramme 
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25.36, 
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2. The good 
and honeſt 
heart. 


which cheiiſheth an vainetſall hazrcd of all ſin, w 


out 
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Pſal 119.3, 


| Pſalits 4 
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[ob.ze.13. 


| z.King10.39. 
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| vhs 


| worſhip of the Calues, as well as with Bals and 
| why? becaoſe hee thought that would bee dange- 
| rous for his Kingdome, iftheIfraelizes wetelergoc 


' by this nore Swrely rhey doe no 1n/quitie. Andin ano- 


 wick#dnefſe a4 ſivect thing. in his month; ard hideth 


| a notable tryall of ſincerity, to preferre-vertuc be. 


out:exception, andcarzycth aconftantpurpole, and 
reſolution is nothing willingly to fin againft God, 
but ro endenour it felfe tothe vtmoſt,in euery good 
way of Gods commandements. Whatfocuer it ſhall 
know to bez finne; ic will not purpoſely and delibe- 
rately doc'irfor all the world , it will nor deraize rhe 
irath in unrighteouſneſſe. ' This note the Propher 
David -igeth : For bauing laide , Bleſſed are the wp- 
right enthtir way,”-hee teacherh,vsito diſcerne them 


ther place, he oppoſed ſuch aswalke in any crooked 
wayes, tothe vpright in heart. Doe gooul O Lord 10 
thoſe that are vpright ia hearti: bat thoſe that tarnea- 
ſodeiby their crooked waies;& ct is the property ofan 
hypocrice , todiſpence with his conſcience, at leaſt 
for fome one'ſpeciall bcloued finne. As 19bamong 
other bis characters makes this one, rhac heho/ds hs 


it onder his rongue', avdfavinreth itrand will not for.” 
ſake it,but keepeth it cloſe in his month, Naw this ho- 
neſt heart, 8s it hates all ſinnes, ſo arall cimts. Some-. 
rimes the vnſou1d heart will hate finne ; when there: 
is no benefitby jr, 'butifafrerir:may chance to bee. 
beneficiall eo our ſclues, then wee loveir. Here is 


forevice, then whenin humanercaſon vertue ſhall 
bethe looſer; vice the gainer. This note difcouered 
fafſe- hearted 7eh#; Hee would not downe with the 


A 


4 


1 


| 


to'the-Temple-at Icrufalem'co workhip. _ 
oft © ore, 


£ . The decoigflueſic of mans hiart. _w [7 
| fore Teroboame policie all prenailed with hims. By | x;Kin,12.26, 7 
| this nate mapyare deteedfor vnſound, | | | 3 
| 3 Thoſe that pretenging conſcience of ſmall 
matters, [ticke notat greater. Like thePhariſees, firai- 
ninga Gnar, and (wallawing a Cammell. Hypocri- 


| ricall Sax feemed romakea baynous matter ofear- | 2 
ting the fleſh-af beaſts with thebloud ; Bor vnro the f 2 
people thus offending, he faidz Fee hane dealrwicked- | 1Sam14-33 


ly; but it was nothing with him co ſpill cheinnocenr 


bloudafwarthy onaiban his ſonne 2 for vnleſſo hce | L 
had beene hindered , he hadputhim toYeath. Nay, Þ 
hcemas folcrupniovs, that hee-would not fo much | | 


45 Name Aguility man ora finner,, but in caſting of 
_ |loys,.in ſtead of aying,. fhewrhe nocent or puiley, | 4 
hee faid, Shew che wprighs,or innecent perſon, as Tre- | Veraz.Cedoin- þ 
\melliag reades it. And yetthis manar the-lametime, —_— 4 s 
made no conſcience of cruell and blondy oathes. | i-noxiue,proee | 
[ The Prieſt inthe Goſpel! , when heefaw the waun- |, 1424 drolare F 
| ded manlye halfe dead, hee went6n the other fide || — | 
of the way , fearing leaſt by comming neere vnto- | viiter v! ſelene | 
him,, hee mightcontra& ſome legall vncleanneſſe : | Phererieoune Þ 
bur be feared not ta paſſeby;withoutall mercyand: | OP b 
cateptſhon,his paareanddiftteiked neighbour;The | \" 
| Phariſees would nor defile themielues incomming KJ 
- | into the common Haltan theday of preparation to | "I 
the Paſle-oner, bur they ſcruplednora whit toim 
- | brug: their hands -in the bloud-:of the innocent | 19601838. N 
{| Lambe of Gad:Innacac would they ear in veſſels | © 
vnpurificd; burthie meats which they did catin #hoſe- | | 2 
vellils, were horribly pullured / both with injuſtice "Ji 
- |andopprefion, inthegerting afthem, andwithin- | 
#5" and riot. in the caring ofthem: wed 
$ | :  _ this 
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4 Atio, recuniam 


ſanguinis non 
mittere in ar- 


. cam,e+ ipſum 
; ſanguinem mite 
y terein conſcien» 


tiam Aug. 


:Luke. 16-10. 
Lohn.1 2.6.3 


-, 


1803s, ages 


| isſe/fero lye in cheConſcrence: 


bi 10.908 — bed Mo 5 = yoo make 
| Hleare tbe oniwmerd fi 'ge. af-1he © 
Within they 476 full of brs ery and exceſſe.. So likewiſe 
1484 his thirty piccesat no hand mult-goe' info-the 
teealuric, becauſe irwarhe priceofivloud: Wha a 
counterfcizing ot holineiſc was this, notro ſuffer the 
price of blond tolyeinatheſt, and yerto ſuffer b/oud 
4547 4 


- 2.5 This ate likewiſe! difbovetertiaiachidopwric 


ters, the importants of the Law Mercy and Iudee- 
aent;without any regardof Ment or Annice,though 


' beregarded,-A lincereeartis like to-theeye-tron- 
bled with the;leaſt mote : or like 2 neate-fpruſe 


 nahie flouen), though he:begall ro be: (meared and: 
| bcloyled, becan cndureit well enough. A'delicate 
Gardcen:may not hauethe leaſt weedein it, though! 
the VVjldernefſe be all quer-growne withrherAnd 
a Boxe-of precious: Oytitmene.may: nor habe; the- 


leaſt pibblefione;/-though a wide one may-endurea' 


|: greater,” Anvynſound Conſcience is large ; and van} 


allow downeanyithiog : The fincere Conf 


_ 


| he-#6 nigfht 48 the Leaſt, it 'vninſt «iſo. inmach, 


| 


| oubd, whoſeconſcienggisonly for che:grearermar- | 
| theſcallabe-Gods commaidements,/and vaghrits. 


| | 9an;thatno ſoenerſpyes theleaſt ſpecke ot ſpor ini| 
- | bis garment, but heegers it walbed our: Whereasa 


x 


appe andplatter + « bat : 


| 


2 Ab” 


'leaſt--fyg-in: it.» though 4! Barrdll |-of -Pixch have] 
| {\warmes ofthem. A traircſhooecannot endure the'| 


. |.isfirait;and the leaſt bone though: bur ſuchavare'| 
©: inlictle fiſhes, will Rick in her throat:And certainly 


being \voſaichfull.co:Chriſt in-the' marter of Y 
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Oey 5 | 
arch ofhis/jticichfe<iAndSolamestelgvs, how 
hee that mill ligardipaniy n-commoni{peech; will 
lypalſo before the iudgemont-ſeare; when heiv pro: 
duced as witnefle'zas tontrarily., hee rhatisatrue: 
| witnelſe-bearcr there, will. nor Jye in hiserdinary 
| diſcourſe: For this[ cakero.bÞ ebe meaningot:char: 
' Rrouerbe.. 4:{aitbfab; witneſſewillnot lje + butafalſe: 
' witneſſe blowerh forth tes. lf-aman bertruelyfairhfull 
 inmuch , hee muſt- needes alſo befaithfult ia licele; 
{ Fot-che ſams:God that.requires his fidelitie 1n-the. 
| this ground:confirmes: his :fiacerity: ina; matter of 
\priuate promiſe tothe Corinthians;,:concerning his 
comming tothem , by his {incerity in. thepreaching 
| otzheGalſpel!, atarre greater matter rGed-t5w#itveſſe, 

ſaith-he,that owr wordgharts; promile of comming, 
towards yoo ws 107 yea aud may t. Why 2 for the Saune 
of Ged, rhatis, my preachingot him,was norge4 and 
. 9%; NegleQ:then ot-ſmall;matrers may juſtly bring” 


> 


1 


vafairhfulneſſe. Ang theretore in-this' cegard muſt 
letmarters,and thar vponthedeath,namely,thatwe 


from deceie.' For ingreatermattersif weſhould nor! 
ſtand out,all the world would cry ſhame of vs. And 


| the world, or canſcienge of Gods commandement- 
_ | vrgedvs.Butinieffematters the world rather wilery 
_ |ſhameof vs, ifwee-doe ftand out: Andtherefore in 
' Tour obedience here:Gods .commngement ſeemeth 


FF © vs to. 


———S_—. 


| beret would be hard to fay.;; whether che hams of - 


-one,. requires: it aH{o-inthedrhers {Saint Pav{gpont | 


obedicned in gremrer matters. inco; ſaſpition:of | 
conſcience be made of obedicnce, even in the ſmal-! | 


may. approuggour:0bedience-to bee: found: and free; | 
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; man 


Ftellyivn :theimward pith, the heate and ſabſtance 
| thereofircannormtaine vnto. Burthe hearrand the |- 


| tianlookesvico. Gods Iſtazlis purein beart, forchae 
| chough fomerimesthe handsde defiled, yet theithe: 
| heart is noralikepolluced: bur ill the crue Iſravlire | 


« 
a. 


ny Theds Pf 
rents greach akwhkbes,. 


mindenotche inward! reformacion of che keart.--Jo 
'thisr our Seuiourcals the Phariſe eric,” 
| #ne bles hem to painted Sepathers, Arrde.. 
' gins where Nature ends.” Nitgrem the framing.-of 


'Thusis it 
tie, "which ivan atiticalt kinde of holinefle;; | 
ir begins and ends:inthe ourward faceand faſhion | 


purity thereof jis rhe ſpecial] rag; | 


may fay, Ay heart awake ; thongh min eyes fleepe; | 
Whereaonhe aſe active muy ay mr, Ky 


we | 2! A ſincere heare isa plate and opew FISEAS not | 
Sara emacs manga 25ar oe" hag * 


' bur racker rohave rhe laid optn, and eo hanerhe | 
| ſkicnce anne aadreoſicked: trays Da- | 


= 8 Thibaatediſconcrtch thok:alld for tle, 
| thae bening;ſome-care of ourward conformity , yer. 


, begins firſt wich: che heart), and. other | 
ſach itiward parts; andchen inthelalt place comes | 


| 16 the face, andthe ourwatd parts. with _ 


| heartis aſleeperhoug 
tongue be walking, - My ing. diy hewre won, th nockn 
hand be never ſo fine. bh + 


£4 
S 
#+ 
*; 
; 
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no nor ſo much as a moat in bis brother z ſo ſharpe 


hs 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, 


 wouldrather cate of the delicates of flatceries,againft 


———_— 


their delicates : Let me not delight in chetrclawings, 
but rathcrin the blowes of righccous reprehenſions. 
Neither in any fort can itinduretriall. Gailty Rabel 


{ dur& nortife, when Laban came into her Tent, co. 


ſearch for his [dols. On the contrary , asitargued 


| homilicie in the 11. Diſciples, to ſuſpet che worlkt by 
chemſclnes,o allo ſincerity , that they were nor pri. 


uy to any lach wickedneſſe , when hearing our Saui- 
our fore-tel the treachery of one of them, they offred 


| chemſelues,to the tryall, ſaying, Mafter,s ir 7? #5 #1 1? 


| 4- A incere heart is alwayes moſt ſeuereagainit 
 finne, where nature and carnall reſpets would:teach 
vsto be mildeſt : As firft to our ſclues. Indeede fin- 
cerity caganotendure linneinany, in icſclfekeſt of all... 
An hypocrite will notendure the leaſt {in in others, 


is hee: in themeane rime hee canendure abeame 20 
his owne eye; ſo indulgent is he to himſclfe 1nd 
could adiudge Thamer to the fire; vpon himſclfe 
yer, bcing farre deeper in that tranſgrefſion,he could 
pronounce no ſuch ſcntence. Danidlay ſnertingin 
his owne fin , when yct be ſentenced aproportiona-. 
blefin, related in the perfon of another: W herein he 
bewrayed want of vprightneſſe. It was faid of 4#- 
tony hehateda Tyrant, no; tyranny - It may as trucly 
be ſaid ofan hypocrite, tic haterh finners, not ſinnes. 
Forhenouriſheth many inhim,nortwithſtanding the | 


which the Prophet, prayeth , Les not my ſoule cate of | 


Tyrannum non 
Erannidem. 


rigour ofhis zeale againſtorher mens finnes. This is 
all ill Gene, wherefoener k is, A good heart is ready | 


ro thtow thefirſt one ar ir ſeite; being lower) in | 
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Gen.31-35. | | 


Math. n6.33, | 
? 

; 
IV-Greateſt ſe+ 


uerity againſt; 
our owne fins,;; 
F 


Math. 7.3. | 


Gen. 38.2 4 | 


2,Sam.13,5, 


Aa cenſuring 


ak —_—_ 


Thedeceitfh lneſſe of wass heart. 


cenſuring others. None can ſay ſo much again it, | 
buc it ſelte will be ready ro ſay much more. 

And as the ſtacere man will no more winke at his 
owne finncs then at anothers , ſo neyther at theirs to 
whom hce is tyed more by narurall and worldly re- 
ſpecs, then others , ro waom hee is pot ſotyed. No 
more art his owne children then ar others, at his 
own parents then atanorhers,at great & riches ones, 
| then at the meancr ones ; at friends to whom heeis 

bound for, and depends vpon in bope of kindnefle, 
then ſtrangers that haue no intereſt at all in him. 

Sincerity is free from partiality . With Zeaiit knowes. 
neyther farher nor mother , neicher King nor Kzſar, 
This the Phariſees , though hypocrites, knew well 
enough when they ſaid ;-Mafter , wee know thou tea- 
cheft the way of Godin trmb ,thatis, in linceritie , awd 
careſt not for any mans perſon, ao not for Ceſarshim- 

ſelte:Tell ys then, whether isit lawfull co giue tribute 
1 x.5am-194.5. | to him or no? Here then was 7en4tbens (inccritie, 
1 when hee condemned his owne Father , and that a 
| King, in his proccedingagainſt Dauid, and defended 
| Gen 49, D aids innocencie. Here was olde ecobs (inceritie 

on his death-bed, whenfatherly affe&ionsarc moſt 

: lively, fe deepcly ecnfuring. Ruben, Simeon, Leai , his 

} Mark-16.18- | owne ſonnes.. Here was /obn Baptiſts finceritic,that | 

ra he would notbe (ilcnt., nonotat Herod: inceſt. Here 

- ? | was our Sauiours (iaccritie, that his mouth was nor 

| topped wththe Phariſces good cheare, buteucn at 

their owne.tables laid them our in their owne co- 

| lours, andentertaines them with as many menaces, 

| | as theyidid:hiim.wich diſhes of meates. Here was | 

J 7udg-:0.14 | che Benidmices ypſoundnefic,, that were ready with 
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| threns ſins, becauſe they alſo ſtaine Gods glory) bur 


T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


the ſword to defend intheir brethren ſuch prodigi- 
ous laſts, which they could nor but condemne in | 
their iudgements, and in others no doubt would 
haue been ready to have puniſhed with their ſwords. | 
The Prophet ioyneth theſe two together : 7 how art | 
4 God of pure eyes : And canft net behold iniquitie. So | 
muſt it be with vs, if wee will be pure and lincerein 
heart, wee muſt behold noiniquitie, no not in our 
ſelues,orthole that are neareſt vnto vs.For ſincerity, 
as it loueth goodnefleeuenin the greateſt enemy , fo 
irhaterh ſinnecuen in the greatcſ friend. | 

Laſtly,to omit many other notes, ſincerity ſimply 
reioyceth in goodnes , & in good things themſclues, 
and the glory of God thence arifing. Therefore as it 
gricucth forother mens fins, ſoit reioyceth in other 
mens obedience. Many are ofa contrary ſpirit: They 
can be gricucd for their owne fins, bur not for other 
mens. Hereit is ſuſpicious, wee gricuc not ſomuch 
for Gods cauſe, for the diſhonour our ſins have done 
to him ( for then wee ſhonld gricue alſo at our bre- 


—_—c 


for our own ſake,for feare of feeling of ſome cuil, pro- 
cured to our ſejues by our fin: and ſuchgriefeargues 
rather ſelfe-loue , then any trueloue to God. So like» 
wiſe they can be cheared when the ſce Gods glory 
ſer forth by themſelues in any good work;not alike, 
when by others : Nay, rather they gricue atthoſe 
good works of others , if of any marke, wherein they 
kaue had no hand themſclucesz Like thoſe Ephrai- 
mites that ſaid to 7p1ah, Wherfore wenteft thou 10 fight 
againſs the children of Ammon , and didft norcall vs? 
Bur the ſincereChiiſtian , ſo God betruly glorified, 
A | 


Heb,r31, 


V.Reicycing 

andgricuing 

| for others g' as 
ces and firnes, 

as well as our 
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The dectirfulneſſeaf mans heart, i 


thoughit be wichout his belpe, yet reioyecth and. | 
giveth: thankes., nothing leſle then ifhimſelfe had 
| beene the inſtrument. Hany good thing be doneghe | 
doth not ſtand curionfly enquiring of the Author; | 
| of his indgement,of his aftcAions; to finde out ſome- 
| thing to imbaſe the worke; but is glad that any 
| glory is brought ro God, or good to his Church, 
| and with chankeſgiuing taketh his part of benefir 
| thereout. Eucn. as in.cating of meates wee aske not 
where or how. it was got, but falltoit; andin the 
| Shambles, the Apoſile willeth not toenquire whe. 
ther it had beene ſacrificed tothe Fdoll or no, but 
beinggood meate ,and fitto beeaten, withoutany | 
more adoe to bny it. Thus Natheriel rhe good I[- 
raelite, did not ſo ſtand vpon, or ſtickeat Nazereth, 
bur that hee would goe andtry what our Sauiour 
was. And though the Philippick Preachers prea- 
ched of enny and vaine-glory, yet for the matter 
ſoundly, their corrupt manner, what was that to 
Paul? that Chriſt was truly preached,hethercin re- 
toyced, and would reioyce. [tis not then finceritics 
;palate, not to reliſh good meate , and well cooked, 
becauſe we relifh not the Cooke. _. 

T hus F hauc {hewed both the meanes to diſcover, 
and notes to try our falſe hearts by. And of the third | 
1!lpſtration of the deceirfulnefle of the hearr, name- 
1y,by the vaſcarchableneſlc thereof, ſo much. 


* r.Chro r0.17. 


; ſohn I.47. 


Phil.1.28. 
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- Caar, XXIX. 

Certaine generall wſcs ariſing out of the former dotFrine 
of the hrarts dectitfulneſſe , or any exhortation to 
waichfulneſſs oncr', and dealing wiſely, and ſiraitely 
w1ith,onr hearts. | 


11288 by Gods goodnefle thus finiſhed the 


whole doarine of the hearts deccirtulnefleir 
remaineth now in the concluſton, that be- / 


-fides thoſe particular vics which wee hauc already 

made of ſome of the particular branches of this 
doarine, wee ſhew allo the generall which ariſeth 
fromthe whole, And they are Becial y five. 

1, Ifour hearts be ſuch deceiucrs, it ſtands vs 
then in hand alwaies ro haue our cyes in our heads, 
and to haue our wits about vs, Þauing to dealc 
with-ſo noble a iugler, ſo full of cunning trickes and 
ſleights, continually ready to ſnare vs. We walke in 
the middeſt of ſnarcs, nor onely ncere them, bur in 
| the very middcſt of them, incompaſſed with them 

onevery fide. Therefore let vs alwayes be luſpici- | 
ous, and icalous ouer our hearts in all places, and | 
vpon all occaſions: in our ſolitarinefle, in our com- 
pany, in our buſinefſe with men, in our dealings 
with God, in hearing , praying, meditating; in our 
dealings alſo with Sathan, in wreſtling wich his' 
temprations. When the Philiſtims were going 


out to warre againſt the Iſraclites, they durſt not 
ler David goe withthem; they had him in iealouſie,! 
1 becauſe of thc louc hee bare to his ownk/Countrie, 
| Aa 3 and 


Vſcs 5. 


1 For watch. 


fulneſſe. 


Chryſ.hom-rg. | 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, | 
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| and aberefore-pur him one of rhe7Armic. - Happy | 


were it for vs in our ſpirituall warre with Sathan, | 
it wee could as-eafilyrid our {cues of our naughty 4 
deceitfull beart , as they did themfelucs. of D avid, 
Wee have farre greater".canſe to ſuſpe& onrheart, 
then they. Devid. The acquaintance cf the ficſh 
with Satban , and Sathans intereſt inthe ficſh, is 
reater then the 1ſraclites in David, Beſides that, 
they neucr had any experienceof Dauids deceitful- 
riefle, and vnf.urhtolnefle ,as weehave had-of the 
flclhes : Therefore I fay it were well, if wee contd 
wholly caſhire rhis treacherous aud perfideous fleſh, | 
But ſince irſtickes ſocloſe , as that we cannot poſh- 
bly be ſbifr ot it, therefore wee mvuit alwaies hauc an 
eyc Queritz even as wee would hauc auer an vntru- 


- ſtic pilfering ſervant, who not obſcrued, will fs'ch. | 


For certaincly ſuch is the deceitfulncfle of our harts, 
that if our eye bc neuer ſolittle off them , off goes 
rhe yoke ofthe Lord preſently, and they breake out 
into ſome vnlawfull liberty or other. Keepe wee 


" then our hearts, as Salomon counſels , fenced with 


a double guard, asthe. Jayler bis cloſe priſoner. . Sec 
the doores bee faft Jocked : Yea, looke tothe win- ] 
dowes , as Job did. If there bee any open paſſage, 
this deceiuver- will cither Jet in ſome body ro him, | 
: which ſhould not. come in, orelſc hee will out him- 


| ſelfe. If wee fall aſlcepe and negle our watch, ci- 


'ther the Diuell; and his fuggeſtions will enter ; even 
'as when the fence ofa vineyard isdowne, then the 
 witde boare, and alt mannerofwildebeafts come in |- 


and deuovreall; or elſe our heart it ſelfe will wander 


| 
4 


abroad;Nike gadding Divab, in the idle rouings 
_ | : of}. 
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The deceitfulnefſe of mans be 
of her owne vaine imaginations. Thus then ſhould 
wee thinke with our {clues euery morning. This day 
[| am to venture into the world, and ſnares cuery 
where lie thicke and threefould it Itake not heede, 
cafily ſhall I be caught. For whatalas is there where- 
in my heart is notready to deccine me ?. I am now 
going to. prayer : My bcart will be ready co thruſt 
in idle and wandring fances , vnleſſe I watch ouer it. 


art. 


—— —— 


| Tam now togiucanalmes, orto gocto confer with 


my Chriſtian friends : Pride and vaine-glory will 
foile mee, vnleſke I looke well ro my felfe. Iam now 
going to dealc in ſuch acontrouerſie, with a con» 


ly breake out into rage and diſtemper, and my 
mouth will ſoone oucrſhoote it (elfe , if. I. hold 
it not as with a bridle, I am going to a feaſt ; if 
[ put not a knife to my throate I {hull calily 
be oucr-rcached by my deceitfull appetite. If 
[ ler looſe the reines.to mine awnecorrupt heart, 


1 ſhall ſaone offend in exceſle, either of meate or 


.mirth Lam now to goe forth into the ſtreete : And 
.how maay arc the temptations ready ro incounter 


. mee? euen euery.thing I ecichcr {ce or keare. If I 


. (ſeemy enemy, in whardangeramT of wrath, and 
'| malice? if my fiend flouriſhing,of envic? poore, of 
| difdaine? if a beautifull woman, of luft? If I heare 


rotten ſp*ech, how ready am I to bee corrupted 
with ir? if rcuiling and iniurous, how ready am I 


| to be prouoked with it 2. This isthecantelonſhefle 


wee muſt vſc in all our occaſions whatſocuer : For 


| all. places are full of theſe ſnares, the ſtrecre, the 


| | houſe, ghe.bourd, the bedde, the cloſer, yea the 
_ ve edge, the fla 0 
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reatious and wrangling man : My heart will quick- | 
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OUS MT Sura NOW 7 a 
h The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, \. 
Church, the pulpit. The cxhortation of Paw/e to 


| Timoihy, watch then in all things, is needfull., be- 
| caufe the heart, deceitful! aboue all tÞings, is alſo 
'\ deceirfull in allthings , even in the beſt rhings that 


may be. And therefore Chriſt bids vs take heede 


other the holieſt feruices we can poſſibly performe, 
for even in them ſnares will be ſet forvs. In theſe 
ations wee had neede ſhut the doore of our hearts 


|*thar our mindes fteale not away fromGod. Neuer 
| then truſt thou this heart of thine, that it will bee 


well ordcrcd,and kept in good frame, though thou 


j carry not alwaies fo heauy a hand and narrow an 


eyeoneritz No, if thou looke not thus firaightly 
to it, it will be gone , a$a wild-borſe, ifa man once 
let poc'the bridle, as hee is walking in his journey : 
And then when he is oncegone, hee wil! notbec 


let goe this bridle of watchfulnefſc: It willrunne ont. 
'\dfarje , thatcir: will be long ere then wiltcatch it 


trove devotion :-and thow muſt ſpend as much time, 


agg to bring 1t 1nto rem e fer- 
uice of God, then would hane ferned for the good 
rmance of the'fervice it {c]fe.. But abouc all 


ltige Fee thou! revft "nive”chine Heare Srich fuch 


to our hearts , even in or almes and prayers, and | 


potten againe in haſt; but a man muſt ſpend as: 
-\- muchrime In reconering of bim, as would hapily 
|* have beene ſufficient to hauc diſpatched the whole 
'{ tourney. So will it fare with thy heart , ifonce thou; 


-agalne. Tt wilt be ſo frozen , rhat it will'belong ere, | 
| thoii can'bring it tomele. It will beſo looſe, and | - 
" idle, thatirt will belong erethoncanſtworkeir vnto'| 


' Hay more in ſeeking ro _re-gaine'thy hearrapaine, | 
[and to bring ir into temper aud tune, forthe 
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things as may bee dangerous occafions to cnill. 
Locke better to itthen ſo. Be as fearefull ofthis, as 
thou art of giuing a knife to a Childe, ora {ward to 
a Mad man. Thine eyes cannot bequicke enongh 


| for thy heartthen. The mad-man will ſpcake ſome- 


times ſoſobcrly , and vic ſuch faire perſwaſians- to 
be vnfertered , and promiſe that he wilibe ſo quiet, 
&c, But no ſooner is hee looſe,, but he plaics reakes, 


-wounds, flaics, deftroyes whatſocuer is in his way, | 
yea,cucnhim thatlooſed him : Solikewiſe deale our * 


hearts with vs.” They canAflatter wich vs, and Q why 
ſhould we trouble one {clues ſp much, alwaies to be 
looking to them? and why ſhould wedcale ſo hard- 
ly with them, alwaies ſo to keepethemin, asa bird 
in a cage? to hald thera. ſo ſhore gfall-liberty? why ? 
they. haue better goucramentef them(ſelues, then 
that wee need ro feare them-ſo, &c But when once 
they haue got free, then they ſeruc vs like the mad- 
'man, ſo that we {ball rue rhe time that eucr we gaue 


them ſuchliberty, t 


2+, This deccitfulnefle of our hearts muſt. cauſe 
vs oftento renew our couenant with God, .and by 


[-Golemne vowes and protetiations of our repen- 
| tance, as itwerewith ſtrong ropes, to binde/and 
| bold faſttheſe fugitiues, If a man be kno-vne to, bee 


acommon geceiuer , wee will newer 1=ke hi. word 
- for any thing. : "bur if wee muſt-peeds owe with 
him, we will beſurero hauc-his hapd-anil Seals, and 
thebeſt ſecurity weean get, Sowile), andwary Arc 
wein the matters ofthis life. Vell , thy beart is far 
more cunning.to deceive thee , then the craftieſt 
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| 
[:Samm,t6.2t., 


|. word, euery motion, and inclination of thy heart. | 


For how often as I have fhewed before, doe our | 


| O now I hauegot the victory, finhe lhull neuce 


then D4ui/d4did Saul? No : burlince even theftron- 


| 
——— —— - 
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fo ſimple as to belceuecuery figh, every wiſh and 


heatrs dealelike Z1r4hb when hee was to bee bortie, | 
make raany good profers of comming forth out of | 
their finnes , as ir were the darkeneſſe ofthe wombe, 
incothelighr of grice , but'rhey recoile preſently? 
Every flight 'occation-is-inficade of a Peres vnro 
them.” And yer loe the fillinefſe ofmen ; co belceue 
their hearts that are (© light of faich. They thinke 
vcrily-when they feele' ſome fit of gaod affeion, | 


ſo preuaile againſt mee as it was wont; whenyct 
the ſame hourc, it may be, ſets them in a worſe ta- 
king chen-evecr before;-*Saw/, rhough affeRcd with 
D asidsapologic , tic acknowledged both Daxids in- 
nocence, and hisownevniuſtice, and though with 
teares, with good words, AMy:ſonne Dazid, with 
good prayers, The Lordrender thee good he witaciled' 
ood will to Danid, yct for all this; David truſted. 
him/not, bur kept himſelfe in the hold ill : For 
(hortrly after Sau/ was hunung after him againe. 
Andrthoughthenalſo heſecmed torelenr, and pro-; 
miſled D anidpeace : Come ag eine my on Dauid ; 1 will: 
doe thee wo more harme; yet for all that Davidhearke-i 
ned not : For what heede is-to bectakento afalfe 
and fickle hearted mans 'words ? Our hearts be- 
-ing aufickle ard inconftant in-their relenting affe- 
Qions towards the Lord, as Sanls was toward Da- * 
uid, ſhould wee truſt -chem any more in ſuch firs, 


geſt 'bonds-areitus-weake»ro hold ſuch Mlippery | 


hearts 


_— 


TIT I 


_— ifalneſſi of mans heart. \ 


. with the Lord, asthoſe in Neheratab, Ezra, andthe 
Chronicles, Thus did Dasid,l hane ſworne, ſaith he, 
| avd will performe it , that 1 will keepe thy latmies, In 
cuil] things, towhich weare prone by nature, we can 
bind our {clues by oaths & vowes, when we feele our 
ſelues diſpoſed vnto them, as torcuenge, when the 
inijurie is freſh, and our hotbloyd is vp : how much 
more then ſhould wee doe the like jn good? The 
Diuell ſecs that. wrath isa fire ſoone- out ; therefore 
hee will novriſhit with an oath : how much more 
ſhould wee nouriſh the fire of zeale and good affe- 
Rions, which hauc nafewell from within: vs, as an- 
ger hath, and (o.ace farre more ealily extinguiſh- 


and vphold in our ſclves all good things with, this 
prop of.an oath , and coucnant-ſtriking with the 
Lord ? And hcerc ſee that thouregiſter, and record 
in thy accounts-booke this thy Coucnant, that fo 
when tby decentfy]] hearr (hall be offcring to ſtartea- 
fide, andgiue thee the ſlippe,,, rhon:mayelt preſeqr- 
{ ly recall it, and keepe it in with, putting itin minde 
| of this.couenant. VVhat ? didſt gotrhoy on fiich a 
time, when thou wert bumbled ynderthehand of 
| God, and, haddeft. ſorge good, defixes kindled in 
thee by his Spirit, didſt nor cheu, then ſuletncly 
giue thy faith tro God, and by the ſtraighteſt bonds 
of thy vowe and oath, firmely knit thy. ſelſe vnto 


couenant? Thou falſe fugitiue : But yeſterday waſt 


4 


1 


hearts, that they ſlide nor our ofgur hands, there-| 
| foxe.;cauſe: them to enter inco ſolemne Conenant | 


ed? how much more I ſay ſhould wee maintaine, |. 


him., and. wile thou fo ſooncbe offering tomake e- | 
| {capes from him? Haſt thou fo ſoone forgottehthy; | 
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 wiſedome ro 


| good oppor. 
| tunitics, 


| 


| apprehend all 


PRI 


'bledft thy 


promiſedſt more faithfull ſeruice. And yet art thou 
now offcring ſo quickly to take thee tothy hefles 


againe ? 


2. This decertfulncſfe of our hearts muſt teach 
vs wiſedome, totake them atthe vantage, when at 
any time wee finde them in a good moode, in any 
ſort well-affc&ed, or diſpoſed to any good duty. 


| Thou haſt this wiſedomein the things of this life: 


Hauing to deale with alight , and inconftant man, 
when thou findeſt him in the good vaine, then 


{ thou wilt be ſure to lay hold of that opportuniry, 


and to take him thenar his word. For thou know- 
eft, thatif chon ſhovldeſt let him goc on neuer ſo 
little longer, within an houre or two , hce would be 


|] of another minde. Afſuredly thy heaitis far more 


variable and vncertaine, then the fickleft man that 
cati bee. Doecft thou then feele ar any time, that 
thy heart is warmed with good motions, inlarged 


| with good affeRions, lift vp to,heauenin ſpiricuall 
| tficditations, Yoekſt thou feele any ſparkles of the 


*beauthly firet-rake thou the bellowes preſently, 
blow till they flame, cheriſh, and make much 


| enen of the ſmoaking flax; Now js the time for | 
| thee,nowThay, in this floate of good affeRions, 
| when thy.heart is fo welf prepared , to fall to praier, 
. | eo confeſſion of thy finnes, toreading , to all the 


good exerciſes of repentance and innocation , and 


i a'word to the dotng: ofthargood worke forthe 


' [which motions and defires arc riſen in thy minde. 


| | For how often have rhe beſt of vs beene beguiled | 


here ?' 


—_—@ 


thog brought home to thy Maſter, then thou hum | 
elfe vrito him ; foughteſt recoaciliation, |- 


| 


y $4 T he deceirfulneſſeof man hears. 
| bere?ro thinke we ſhould doe afterwards that which 
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in preſent wepurpaſed and delired, and within an 
' houre or lefle all our heat is gone, our affcRions are 
' growne chill and coole, our hearts heauy, our ſpirits 
| drowſic and dead, and ſo our ſelues wholly diſabled, 
for the doing of that weethought. And why ? be. 
cauſe we rucke not the iron whilesit was bot, wee 
held not our hearts faſt, when we hed hold of them, 
wee vicd not the meanes to keepe them flill in good 
frame and tempcr. And ſo all our good thoughts 
vaniſh and come to nothing. Excellently Daxid 
HMy heart O God «prepared, \ hat?{hall I ſuffer now 
other occaſions to call mec another way Fe : for 
then all that life and vigour which now I feele , will 


| begone - but 1willariſe, andgine thankes , and ſo 1 


wilt ariſe and pray, ariſc and confeſſe, &c. Oh if we 
would gocto prayer inthis ſpring-tide, asit were of 
good affections, how then, as the Prophet ſpeaketh, 
ſhould we powre out a prayer? how would the riyers 
of repenting teares ouer-ow 2 whereas , negleAting 


vsafterward inthe ebbc of our affe&ions. It cannot 


with alittle breath ,and vnto Muſicall Inſtruments, 
that will be put ovt of tune withthe leaſt diſtemper 
ofthe Ayre. Andtherfore we had not need topreter- 
mir the. opportynitic when wee feele them wraught 
vpoR. in any ſort by the holy Spirit of God. What 
good impreſſions would they not receiue:then , be- 
ing ſo ſofrand tender ? whereof aftcrwasd they will 
not be capable, being retuxned to their former ory. 
| neſſe 


em 


Eſay. 3616; 
this occaſion. our prayers come but drsppingly from | 


be ſpoken bow little athing will diſtraR and vnlettle | 
our hearts. They arc like to glafles, that will be hurt | 


war 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 
nefſe 2 Doe then good thoughts and deſires offer 


heart? Oh welcome chcm in che kindeſt manner, lay 
bold of them , and by thy kinde and reſpeRiue vſage 
of them,conſtraine them , as they once our Sauiour, 
co ſtay till with thee. Vhatis this kindeentertain- 
ment wee are to ſhew them, but the entertainment 
of our prayers, reading and conferring of the word ? 
| If wee would docſo , after once good affeRions arc 
entered into our bearts, we ſhouldeuen locke vp the 
dore vpon them , that they could not get out againe, 
ſo wee ſhould have more of their company then 
now we haue; in ſtcad of viſiting vs now and then, 
they would become daily gueſts , andordinary reſi- 
dentaries with vs. Sa/amonbidsvs eſtab 13ſh onr thoughts 
by counſell. This Proverbe hath his truth cuen in 
boly and fpirituall thoughts, the which alas will 
ſoone faile , vnlefle: wee ſettle and confirme them 
in our hearts, and after the ſpirithath once entered 
them-into vs, doe ſo pegge and hammer them in, 
and drive them downe ſo deepe, by the viſe ofgood 
ricanes , .as that we may notcaſily loefe thern after- 
ward. At'tbe firſt riling then of a good thought, 
pray with Dasid, becauſe thou feareftrhedeceitful- 
neſle of thine heart, knit my heart ;this falſe fickle fu- 
gitiue heartalwaies ready to ſteale from thee, knit ir 
O' Lord, andtyeir faſt v»ro hee, that asitis now 
with thee, fo it may ſtill remaine with thee. And' 
apaine , with the ſane Prophet, in the behalfe of his 
-people, when they were ſo well diſpoſed in their 


| | L Cranes, \chearefull offering to the Temple, © Lord keeper ths | 


farenerthis frame of the thoughts of thy ſernants heart.” 
A Aud. 


—— 


. 


| 


C 


themſclues, doe ſuch guelts ſecke lodging in thy 


| 


VF > 


T he decettfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| 


4nd frame bis minde towards thee, This Counſell- 
caking with God in praier,is the only remedy againſt 
the deceitfulnefle of our hearts, for the preſeruing 
and eſtabliſhing ofall good rhoughts and deſires. 

4. The deceitfulneſſe of our heartsmuſt cauſe vs 
daily to keepe an audit in our owne conſcience , euer 
and anon calling them to their accounts. Arruſty 


ſlippery.fidelity , had ncede bereckoned with euery 


to bethe cauſe of our harts deceitfulnes, that we doe 


__ in his owne eyes : but the Lordiryeth the hearts, 
and ſo ſces their ſecret deceit, which we 

ning 
ler vs chaſtiſe our ſelnes euery morning , examine 


the night, as wee lye waking on ourbeds. In the 
marter ofdiſbacſement of maney , for the repayring 


ſhould bee made with them into whoſehands the 

mony. was deliuercd : for. ( faith hee ) they deale 
faithfully. Indeede , if our hearts dealt faithfully-with 
vs, wee alfo might ſparethis labour of daily count(- 
caſting ; Bur becauſe both the word of God , and our 
| owne expericnce have ſufficiently diſcovered their 


E 


ſeruant,an E/c42e&,we willletgoc 0n,and reckon bur 
| ſeldome with him : but a Gehez/, one that is bur of 


day. The miſcrable cxperience then which we hauc 
had of the falſenes oftheſe hearts, lo often deceiving 
vs, muſt make vs to bee very ſtrait &lſeuerein exami- 
ning ofthem. S4/omon not obſcurely intimates this | 


[not rake this paines ofa ftri& criall : Zuery mwanswayes 
rceive not,” 


| becauſe we try not. Let vs ncither thereforeſct recko-. 
s ranne on , but cucry day letvs makealleucn, 


vofaithfulneſle ; therefore wee contrarily — | 
er 


our ſclues cucry cucning , cucn in che ill lence of 


ofthe Templc, /9/4- gaue charge that noreckoning 
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V. Vſe, for ex- 
horration to 
finceritie, 


| fraughe with guile, being ſo immeaſurably andvn- 


| tions and profic by the raylings of our encmics.: For 


| -himſclfedoth, ſaying, The heart of man, withour cx- 
| ception ofany, « decersful.. Sotbatthe heart, cuen 


| cloſe hypoctrifie of our hearts; and having found it; 
| right pirit in melabouring forrhat ſame truch inthe | 


[ imnwardparts which God fo loneth ,thatfo wee may | 


PILE. 8:51 SON... | 


mm. 


T bedeceitfulneſſe of mans bears. 


Lerthecre bedaily;yea,hourcly reckoningskepe with 

our hearts, for they dceale exceeding vnfairhfally. | 
The Mulitian, becauſe his inftrumenc quickely 
growesout of tune, eucn whiles he is playing,there- 
forceuen then he will bee tuning of ir,as ſoone as hee 
ſpies the leaſt jarring in any ofthe firings: So muſt 
wee intermixc the corretion andamendmenr of our 
bearts, (which is done by ſtri& examination) roge- 
ther with thcir vſcand imployment, and not te bce 
like the fooliſh mower , that ſtill mowes , and nener 


whets his Sythe. | 
; Laſtly , fince all-our hearts-naturally are fo full 


ſearchably deceirfull , as here the Propher ccach- 
eh; ir muſt cauſe vs in the hearty bewayling and 
confeffing of this corruption , to ſtriuefor thecon- 
trary grace. VVee, that by the mercy of God pro- 
felſerciigion more lincerely , are ready tothinke our 
{elnes wronged, if wee beecalled hypocrites and de+ 
ccitiull people. No, let vs make vic of ſuchimpura: | 


they lay noother imputation on vs, then here God 
of the moſt holy andregenerate, is ſtill in part de- 
ceirfull, as in partitis wicked. Letvsnorthen deny 
that in our ſelues, which the God of truth hath laide 
ypen vs : but letys rather ſearch our this priuy and. 


purgethem of it : Praying with the Prophet, Rewve 4 
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with 


he 
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with Apelles, be approuedinChriſt,and with Nathani- 
e/,truc I ſraclites, in whom is no guile, cuen the 1/7 acl 
of God, pure in heart. The which that we may attaine 
vnto I will heere fer downe certaine, both meanes 


and x297rwes, 


CULORIUTSIET ICS EET 
CHaye, XXX. 


Motines vnto, and meanes of Sincerity. 


4 He Motines to incite vs vnto finceritie and 


ES chroughoutthe whole bouke of God, ſome 
whereof Iwill vrge atthis time. 

1. Sincerity is the girdle, whereby all other gra- 
ces aretyed cloſe vnto vs : Sothe Apoſtle in the de- 
ſcription of the ſpirituall armour , cals it zhe girdle 
ef truth : And thereforc here alſo is true that we ſay, 
vngirt,vnbleft, Hee is butalooſe man, that wants 
this girdle, Let his gifts and gracesbe neucr ſo cx- 
cellenet, yet they fit but looſe abouthim., when a 
ſtorme comes they will cafily be ſhakenoff, From 
him that hath not, ſhalt bee taken way that hee hath. 
From him that hach not the gift of ſincere ſantiifi- 
| 64150n ,ſhall beraken away cheſt common gifts of an 
owerly , and ſuper ficiary illumination, yea , his ſhowes 
alſo of true SanRification : not onely that hee hath 
ſhallbe taken away, but tha alſo which he ſeems to 
beve. The Figge-tree that onely madea fhew with 
- teaues hauing no fruit, inend; being curſed, loſtthe 
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| . = ſinglenes of heart are many,and powerfull, | 
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_ Pſal.137.5. 


| Reue, 3-3, 
| 


þ. 


; Pial.37-3 5-36. 


| Ezech,i1.17, | 
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leaues too, wherewith it deceived our Sauiour,,. and 
wholy withered. Godsgifts in an vnſound hart,con+ 
trary as it were totheir owne nature, being peruerted 
to wrong ends , doc cuen ſigh vnder our abuſe, and 
God bearing their groanes, giues them the wings of 
the Eagle, to flycaway from ſuch iniuft poſſeſſours, 
How fearcfull are the examples of many vaſound 
profeſſours, who notwithſtanding all their goodly 
flouriſhes, have yet vanithed at Jak? they haue beene 
ſtripr ſtarke naked of all, their right hand bath for- 
got it kill, their right eye hath beene darkened, their 


arme withered, they haue mouldred away, and be- 


come meerenothings, vnſauery ſalt, fir tor nothing 
but the dunghill. Chriſt having told the Church of 
Sardis that ber graces were ready to dye, giucs this 
reaſon thereof : For 7 hawe net found thy works Pere 
fedt before God. Therefore they are ready todie, be- 
cauſe tainted with the infeRion of hypocrifie. Had 
not Iudas many excellent graces of Prayer , preach- 
ing, miracles? &c. yet, toraſmuch as they. wanted 
the ſalr of ſinceritie to preſerue them from putreta- 
Qion, both hee and they miſerably rotted, and came 
to. fearefull deſolation : His heart became aſtye and 
ſtable for Satan to lodge in , and to beget that mon- 
ſtrous conceprionof barbarous and trecherous villa- 


| | nie; Sothar what the Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh concerning 
the wicked mans temporall eſtate, may truely bee 
| ſpoken concerning the hypocrites, ſpirituall eſtate. 


1 ſaw him like the freſh lawrell, ſpreading -himſelfe, and 


flouriſhing - but lee the roote betwg corrupt with hypo- 


criſie, hee could uot bold out, Inquirie for him, and 
for his many graces , bis great knowledge, his bur-! 
ning 


| 
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ning zcale , his forward alacrity, &c. and loe their 
place cannot befound. The body when the ſoule is 
once gone, may not long ſtay abouegroundzit muſt 
needs be buried : So the hypocrites graces wanting 
fincerity,which is the very foule and life of all grace, 
they arc but a ſtinking carrion, and what ſhould an 
odious and vgly loathſome carkaſſe doe, bur be 
throwne into the pit? Standeth it vsnot then in hand 
ro looke to our ſclues, that we be vpright in heart, if 
we wouldenioy the ſweet comfort of our finall per. 
ſeruerance ? For, as excellently Bre4ford, the way of 
Chriſt is the ſtraight way,and ſo ſtraight, thatas few 
can finde it,and few walke in it, ſo none can halt in it, 
bur muſt needs poe vpright. For as the ſtraightneſle 
will ſuffer no recling to this (ide or that ſide: ſoifany 
man hale, he is like to fall ofthe bridge into the pit 
of cternall deſtrution. An vnſound horſe that hath 
ſome ſecret fault, may carry as good a ſhew as the 
foundeſt, and ar the firſt fora mile or two will tra- 
uell as freſhly and cheercfully as any , but at length 
he tires and giues ouer. So is it with an vnſound and 
deceitfull Chriſtian : Notwithſtanding all his faire 
beginnings, and hopefull entrances, yer heconti- 
nues not, Let an Apple ſeeme neuecr ſo beautifull, if 
it be rotten at core, it will quickly putrifie. The houſe 
built onthe ſand cannot ftand alwaies: If a tempeſt 
ariſe, downe itgocs, it fals , and the fall thereof is 
great, like that of Ieruſalem , which, thoughir were 
a moſt glorious: and goodly City , yet it waswholy 
ruined, and levelled with the ground , wor a flone left 
wp0n 4 ſtone, Sogreat isthe fall of theſe ſandy Chri- 
ftians, that it even aſtoniſheth them thatknew them 
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| ſcorching Sunne of thine! owne concupiſence and 
-| corruption; free liberty ſhall be giuento rhy former-. 


| hell. The many gourds of excelientgraces ſprouted | 


before,when they ſtood floriſhing in their pride and 
beauty. So that here alſo wce may tranſlate thoſe 
words of the Prophet from the outward goods, and 
apply them to the inward graces of the wicked : 06 | 
how horrible and (odainh are they conſumed ? Thou haſt 
ſet them, and their graces t00,7n ſlippery ground + As 4 
dreame they vaniſh,ec, And as they inthe Prophet 
lament Tyrw and Siden, with the like lamentation 
may wec bewaile thepictifull raines of the vaſound | 
Chriſtian. Thou haſt beene in Eden, the gardenof God, 
as one of the faireſt trees thereof. enerie precious ſtone 


&c. But alas , alas,the(e great ones that werecloathed 
with purple and filke': For in one honre are all thife ri- 
ches come to deſolation, Yeſterday flouriſhing like one 
ofthe gallant Lillics, putting downe Salomonin all 
his glory, andalas today caſt into the fiery Ouen of - 


vp ſodainly and grew mightily ,and vadertheir ſhas 
dow yecſatreioycing : but alas with /o9nas his ioy : | 
For the worme ofa deceirfull heart in one night hath 
as ſodainly conſumed themall : So that now yec are 
worſe then euer before; as 19x4h,after the periſhi 

of his gourd,troubled not only with the ſun, but alſo 
with the Eaſt-winde. The winds ofthe Diucls temp- 
rations ſhall be ler looſe, more fiercely toinrage the 


ly reſtrained corruption; & foraſmuch as thou waſt | 
alwaiesa Sow , power of re-entrance ſhall be gran- 
ted rotheimpureſpirit, with the company ofſencn 
worſe, thatas once he hidthoſe Gadaren Swine, he | 
hg | may 
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may catrie thee head-long into the filthy and mitic 
ſea of thine owne fleſhlineſle, there to wallow and 
tumble as before thy cleanſing. God hath threatned, 
and hce will bee as goodas his word, to ſpuc out 
the luke-warme ont of his mouth. Thinke not now | Aeucl-3-16: 
that God will bee like thee, that as thou eatcſt vp 
thy vomir, ſo he will his, and ſuffer thee, after thou 
art once vomited to come into his ſtomacke againe. 
Nay , becauſe hee ſaw thou waſt ſuch a dogge that 
thou wouldſt returne to thy linne,which thou had 
vomiced, therefore hath he ſpucd thee out for eucr; 
to teach thee by his example in ſpuing thee out,how 
thou ſhouldſt haue ſpued thy ſin out, namely with- 
out a deſire of cucr teturning to ir againe, as the 
Iſraelites to their forſaken Egypr, Such 1/raehites, 
that after their departure from Zeypr , carrie yet a ; LE 
diſpolition of returning, in the wildernes muſt tltey | 
dic, into Gods reſt neuer muſt they enter. O mile- | 
rable caſe ofthe hypocrite, which is ſo deſperate,and 
irremediable ! The fall of the ſandy houſe, faith our | - 
Sautour, & great, Herein great, becauſe ſoquaſhed } Matr.z.17, 
in ſhivers, that itcannort be rearcd vp againe, and 
the curſe of God is ſuch vponit, being fallen , that 
like Tericho and 7ersſalem it is irreedifiable. With a 4 
my whole heart hane ſought thee , ſaith Danid , ſuffer _ om 
wee not 10 wander from thy Commandements, Inſinua- | 
_tingthereby, thar ſuch as doc not ſecke God with 
their whole heart,thar is,in ſinglencſle of heart, vn- 
fainedly,God will ſuffer them to wander in crooked 
blinde wayes, and that fearefully and irreturneably. 
Torhe like purpoſe is that in; the ſame Plalme: Let | pry.1rg.30. ## 
|} my heart be upright inthy ſtatutes that 1 may neaer be | be 
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3 Iohn 1.47. 


Pſal.52.7. 


| Luke 13.1,z, 
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aſhamed. Thoſe then that arc not vprightin heart, 
God owes them a ſhame, and will afſuredly pay ir 
vntothem. Isitnotd ſhamefor aman in good trade 
to proue bankerupt, and turne begger ? will hee not 
bee aſhamed to looke any body in the face, that 
knew him before? fo ſarely is it with the deceeirfull 
Chriſtian, when hee is thus fallen away ; being now 
made a miſcrable ſpeRacle, and asit were a monſter 
to bee pointed at with the finger , thag as the true 
Iſraclite is noted out with a Behold, for imitation, 
Behold atrae Iſraclite in whom i no enile, ſo hee with 
2 Behold, for deteftation, behold the man that tooke not 
GOD for hi firength. Whar a ſhame is this, when 
it will be ſaid, was not this the great Profeſſour, the 
earneſt Preacher? and loc now with Demas, he hath 
imbraced the preſent World. Did not 4dams Apo- 
ſtaſie fill his face with ſhame ? Howſocner ſome- 
times this kind of men hane facesof wainſcote, and” 
fore-heads of brafle, yet their conſcience, I dare ſay, 
is alhamed to ſee G © Þ wiſcouer their filthy naked- 
neſſe, by raking away their very-ſhowes of grace, 
and bringing their ſecrer wickedneſfle to light. T 
conclude then this firſt motive with the wordes of 
our Sauiour, whoſe it is : 7 ake heed of bypocriſie. For 
there « nothing hidthat ſhall not be renealed, nor cone- 
red, that it ſhall not be knowne, How righteous, O- 
Lord,is this thy iudgement vpon hypocrites? They 
arenotthat they ſeewe,and are thovght to be; There- 
fore at laſt they ſhall ſeeme,and be rbo#ght to be that 
they are. 

2, Sinceritie is the higheſt perfeRion attaineable 
inthis life, That which is wanting.in pam | 
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of obedience and holineſle, is made vp in thetruth, 
and ſoundneſſe thereof, Therefore Peter being al- 
ked of theweaſare of his loue to Chriſt , /oue#? thou 
me more then theſe? anſ{wereth onely concerning the 
irath; being asked of the quantity, anſwererh onely 
concerning the qualitie, Lord tho knoweFt that 1 lone 
thee. For the quantity, it matters not ſo much with 
thee : None Jones thee ſo much as hee ought : but 
for the ſincere qualitic, which isall in all with thee, 
as for that, I appeale to thy ſelfe. Hence it is that 
where the Scripture ſpeaketh of perfe&ion, it is to 
be vnderſtood of (inceritic in the feeling of imper- 
feRtion,and in an earneſt deſiring, and afpiring after 


perfetion. Thoſe that in one place arc faid robee. 


HR in another,by way of expoſition,are ſaid to 
c vpright. | 

3. Where ſinceritic is, there Gcd both coners 
and curesall otherinfirmitics As hypocriſte-drow- 
neth many exccllent graces, andcauſeth Go» tro 
take no notice of then ; ſo contrarily {inceritie ma- 
ny grofle infirmities, and by drawing the eye of 


God toit ſelfe, cauſeth it to winke at them. How | 


many infirmitics ſcaped from the good Prophet 


Dama? bis numbring the people, his countertfei- | 


ting madneſle, his collufion with C2chi/h, his raſh 
anger, and furious ſwearing and vowing the death 


| of Nebal, and his vniuſtdealing with good poore 


Mepbibeſheth. Theſe things were ſinnes, yet ſinceri- 
tie was a vaile vnto them. Becauſe finceritie was 


| notſo ſhaken in his other ſinnes, as in bis murther 
and adultery : God that tooke ſome ſpeciall notice | 


of this laſt , would take none at all of the other. 
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The heart of D avid, faith the Scripture, was vpright 
in al! things, ſaneinthe matter of Yriah When at He- 
gekiabs Palleouer , there had beene fome want in 
ſome of the people their reparation , yet HeFekiah 
charitably preſuming of the linceritic, and honeſtie 
of their hearts, prayes thus for them ; The good Lord 
be mercifall to him that prepareth his whole heart 10 
ſeeke the Lord God, though hee be not clenſed according 
to the purification of the S anttuarie, Lo how ſincerity 
prevailed againſt the defe@ of legall purification, 
being more powerfull to draw Gods blefling , then | 
the other his curſe. Some of 4ſaesinfirmities having 
beene mentioned by the Holy Ghoſt, as that the 
high places wete nottaken away, yet the conclufi- 
on is, Tet his heart was wpright towards the Lord al! 
his dayes. Loc how all other his infirmities are coue- 
red with the mantle of ſinceritie. Contrarily in 7e-s, 
wee may obſcrue, how the Holy Ghoſt after a large 
deſcription of many excellent-things done by him, 
dothat laſt as it were draw a croflc linc,and blot out 


all ſpoken before withthis concluſion ; Bur Tehu re- | 


garded not towalke inthe law of the Lord with all his 
beart. Lohow all other his graces are buricd inthe 
graue of an vnſound heart : Great weriues not ſweet- 
ned with ſinceritie, are no oryamext vato vs: And 
great i»firmitics, not ſoured with hypocrifie, are no 
great deformities. Thoſe God acknowledges not:theſe. 
God imputes nor. | 

4- Neither doth God cover onely, but in time 
cure alſo ſinceritics imperfeRions; giuing it ſtrength 
and daily exerciſe of grace to preuaileagainſt them. 


; 


For the eyes of the Lord behold all the earth 10 _- bo 
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h imſelfe ſtrong with them that are of vpright heart. 


they ſhall feele Gods ſtrength perteRing it ſelfe in 
their weaknefle, For asirisin the P/almre, with the_ 
wpright thin wilt be vpright; thou wile not faile him 


the powerfull preſence of his Spirit,to helpethemin 
all their needs, to relicue, and ſuccour themagainft 
all cheir infirmities and temptations. . VVhereupon 
the Pſalmiſt prayes: Doe good, O Lora, to them that 
are irue in heart; yea, and aſſures vs out of his owne 
experience that God'zs good to 7ſracl, enen inthe mid- 
delt of afflition and tempration , bur what Iſrael ? 
tothe pure in heart. And Paul promiſeth ſuch as are 
ſimple toenil!, thatis {incere-hcarted, that they (ball 
not alwayes bee held capriuc vnder their infirmirics, 
but at length Sathan ſhall bee trod vnder their feer. 
Itis the wont of the Lox» to reward the inceritie 
of a little grace, with abundance. of great graces. 


haue no great knowledge, yet being a true Iſraclite, 
voide of guile, Chriſt further inlightens him, giucs 
ttim the {1ghr of che true Ief74b,not onely bodily, 
but ſpirituall, indues him with true faith,and promi- 
ſes him ſtill greater matters, Alas, the weake &dim 
knowledge that the poore Eunuch., and Cornelius 
hadin the myfteric of godlinefle : yer. becauſe ac- 


had , they worſhipped God ſincerely, an Evange- 
liſt was ſent tothe one, and both an Angell, and an 


Apoſtle tothe other, bringing the reward of _ 
Ince- 


A 


in his need. No, The Lord «s neeretothem that call | 
upon him, that call vpen him in trath,he is neerc with: 


cording to the poore meaſure of knowledge they 


( 


Howſocuerthey may bee weake inthemſelues, yet | 


0 


Nathaniel , before his comming to Chriſt , could | 
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\ ſinceritiein their hands, theclearerlight of the Goſ- 
pell, and a fuller largeſfle of ſpiritual gifts. Foras 
the curſe of God is ypon hypocriſie,to decreaſe and 
deſtroy a great deale, a great tocke of grace, fo the 
blefling cf God is vpon linceritie, to increaſe the lit- 
tle ſtocke,the two mites, the graine of Muftard-ſeed 
of ſinccritie.So that as in the outward eſtate, ſo alſo 
in the inward, itis true which the Prophet ſpeaketh 
Pſal37.16, of the true child of God. LL little vnrothe righteorms 
& better then greas riches tothe wicked. For as Gods 
Verſe x- curſe blowes vpon the great revenues of wicked 
men, ſo that they often fall into decay , and are for- 
ced as the Pfalmiſt ſaith , to come and borrow, 
euen of the godly man , who is poorer,that is, hath 
notſo much as they : ſoalſoitis inthe ſpirituall ri- 
ches of the Hypocrites graces, compared with the 
vpright Chriſtians. Their great gifts they haue 
proſper not : in the time of their trouble they are 
gladto borrow as 1t were of poorer men, to crauc | 
comfort and reliefe of meaner Chriſtians, nor ſo 
richly gifted as themſclucs : like as the fooliſh Vire 
gins inthe Parablc, for all the great blaze of theix 
| Marth 35.8, Lampes,were faine to begge oyle of the wiſe. Hence 
it is that the vpright manslittle portion of grace, is 
better then the greater ſharc of the Hypocritez be- 
cauſcitthriucsin his bands, and by his good buſ. 
bandry quickly riſes; the ſecret curſe of God , as a 
moath , cating vp, and waſting the other. Isnot a 
lictle ſpring better thena great pond? Yes. For in 
Summer, when the great pond is dried vp, the little 
| ſpring ill holds our and does vs ſeruice. So is it 
. | with che graces of finceritie. Though they are but 
OL HNIEME | little 
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| lirtle, as the Oile inthe Cruſe, and the Meale inthe 


Barrell of the Sarepron Widow ; yetthey hauc ſuch 
a ſpring , that as ſhee held outin the Famine , when 
many of betrer eſtate, in all likelihood periſhed, fo 


| when theproud Hypocrite, that had ten talents, is 


broken , and hath broughe his ten talents tonone, 
yetthe humble ſincere Chriſtian, that had but two 
talents continues ſill, and hath brought his two 
to foure, his five talents to ten. And whatis the rea» 
ſon of this increaſe ? Euen his ſinceritic. Becauſe, 
thou ha# beene faithfall, ſaith our Sauiour,#n 41irtle, 
1 will make thee ruler ouer rwxuch. Surely Danid, as all 


other Chriſtians, had no great ſtocke to begin with- - 


all : for the kingdome of heawen, in the firft beginning, 
is butasagreineof Muftard-ſced : yetin ſhort ſpace 
of time , that his little fairhtully imployed , and 
wiſely huſbanded, brought ſo admirable an. en- 
creaſe, that the poore Prentiſe got before the richeſt 


Merchants in this kinde , euen the Teachers them- | 


ſclues, and the graue Sages, and ancient Fathers, 
that had of a long time knowne him thatwas from the 
beginning , wereof his old acquaintance, and were 
in Chrift long before him, I, the other day a poore 
puny, a freſh-man, have now got more vuderitanding , 


then all my Teachers, for all their great reading, yea, 


then all my ancients, for all their longtxperience. 

But how mightthiscome to paſſe? Becauſe 1 kept thy 

precepts, namely, in ſinceritie. T h# 144, faith hee, 

namely,the gracc to remember the Name of Godin 

the night,co make his ſtarutes my ſongs in the honſe 

of my pilgrimage, &c. becauſe I kept thy precepts. | 
- 5+ Sinceritic as it leſſens ſomerhing our evill, ſoit 
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amplifies and addes to the glory of our good ati- | 
ons, euen ſuch as are but of the lower ſort. There is 
not the meaneſt ation whatſocuer, which ſinceritic 
will not ſet a faire gloze vpon, and procure it, that 
| grace in the eyes of Gop, that in ſome reſpeRs 
it ſhall beematchable cuen to workes farre greater, 
intheir owne Nature, A poorelabouring men that 
lives by his hands, hauing beene faithfull in that 
place, and performing ſincere obedience therein to | 
God, may hauc as much comfort on his death-bed, 
as the beſt Miniſter and Magiſtrate, whoſe ſcruice 
yet is in it ſelfe farre more honourable. Yea, if his 
ſinceritiein his calling bee greater then theirs isin 
theirs, his comfort alſo {hall bee greater. For Gov 
regards not ſo much the matter, as the forme of our 
obedience, not ſo much thething that wee doe, as 
the affection wherewith wee doe it. Where ſince- 
riticis, there, in the meaneſt workes thatare, toge- 
'| cher withchem, the. heartis giuen to God. - And 
the more a man giues ofhis heart co God, the more 
acceptableis his worke. The VViddowes mite could 
weigh butlight: but her hcart weighed heauic. And | 
ſo her heart being putro her mite, gaye1t weight 
abouc the greater, but farre more hartleſſclargelicſſe 
of the Phariſee. Sinceritie is to our workes, as ſpirit 
is toour bodies, makethit farre better, thena grea- 
ter, where thereis more ficſh , but leſle ſpirir. O 
rareand excellent vertue of finceritie , which can 
make light drammes, and barly cornes as maſſe 
and ponderous, as the huge talent. Whereas con- 
trarily the want of ſinceritic maketh talents as light 
as feathers. Hypocriſic, ſuch is the filth of it, _ 
eth. 
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ſahthe pureſt mcteals, and turncth very gold, yea 


| pretious ſtones intoruſtie iron; Contrarily , ſinceri- 


ty in an excellent kinde of 4/chymie turneth iron in- 
ro gold, and as once our Sauiour, water into wine. 
Hypocrifie cauſcth the moſt glorious wotkes of 
almes, prayer, preaching, with great indignation to 
be reieed : Sincerity the pooreſt works, of keeping 
ſheepe, ſweeping the houſe, &c. with great fauour 
to beaccepted. Sincerity then is all in all. A fin; 
cere Rahab, is betterthen an vnſound 1ndas, Av'in 
the naturall body ,to vie S. Au/ſtens compariſon, the 


-caſe of the ſound finger is ſafer then ofche blindiſh 


eye.” The finger indeede is but alittle ſmallthing , 


.and\ cannor dos ſuck ſeruice as theeye, iris notof 


that admirable nimblenceſſe and quickenefle, nor 
cannot guide and dirct the whole bodic, - as the 
eye doth. And yetitis better to be a finger, and to. 
be ſound, then to beaneye, andto bedimme , and 
darke, ready tofa!l out of the head. Bertterin Gods 
family ro be a faithfull doore keeper ,- and ſo to be 
ſare to hold ourplace, then to bee an vafaithfull 
Steward,and fo with bim in the Gofpell,to be thruſt 
out, and come to the danger of begging. . When we 
come to die, it is not the greatnefle, or the mul. 
titude of thoſe good workes which wee haue done 
but the good diſpolition of an honeſt and ſincere 
heart, inthe doing of them, that muſt chen ſtand vs 
in ſtead. The. Pfalmiſt pronounces them bleſfed 
thar arevpright in their way. He maketh no choil: 


of the way,he doth not ſay ; Bleſſed are they thatate | 


vpright in the way ofthe Minifterie, orthe Magi. 
ſtracle, but ſpeaking indifferently ofany way allow- 
| | | able 


| 
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able by the'word , be it neuer ſo ſimple or meanc, 


| he ſaith : blefſed are thevprightintheir way , what- 


ſocuer it be; be it buttobeadrudgein & kitchin, 
yer bethar is vpright in his way is bleſſed ; as con- 
erarily hee that is vt vpright in a fairer and more 
glorious way , as the way of {poſt /c/hip is curſed. 
God lookes not ſo much to the way , as to thy 
foote in walking1nthe way.Let the way be ncucr ſo 
meane, yer no diſcomfort, if thou walke in ic vp- 
rightly : let it be neuer ſo glorious, yet no comfort, 


| ifthou walkein it baltingly. Therefore Ezekiah be- 


ing trucken with.that thunderbolr of the ſentence 
of death, what was his comfort ? Even this, the con- 
ſcience of his linceritic; O Lord thou knoweſt 1 bane 
walked with an vpright heart : This was his oncly re- 


| fuge. Though thoſe good workes he had done were 


in regard of his calling of the higheſt notre, the re- 
ftoring of the true worſhip of God, the purging of 
the defiled temple and prieſthood : yer hee doth 
not comfort himſclfe with theſe ſo worthy workes.; 


- OLordthouknoweft I haucclcanſed thy SanRua- 


ric,cre&ted thy worſhip , repairc# thedecaycd wals 
of Icruſalem, renucd the glory and beauty of thy 


. Son 2 no, but wichour inſtancing in any particu» 
| iarsHfiee-had done,he mentions onely the-manner of 


doing, bis finceritic of afteRion in all bis doings, 
] haxe walked before thee with a per fet heart, So,how 
many *nd glorious were the workes of Paul, his - 
miracles, "is preaching, planting of Churches, con. - 
ucrſion of 11. ners, ſuffering of preſecutions? Yer 
reuicwing his 1.*, what was his chicfeſt comfort? 
Let vs hearc-himlc..* ſpeake : Thi # onr reioycing , 
not 


_ 


s 
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not-thar wee haue caſt our Diuels, healed the licke, 
clenſed the lepers, by the thunder of my preaching 
cauſed Sathanto fall downe from heaven like light. 


| ning ; (no,none of all theſe were his comfort : )-but 


that inſimplicity , aud god!y pureneſſe, wee hane had 
our conner ſetionin the world, Hence it was thatthe 
Apoſtles when they returned to Chriſt reioycing in 
their victory over the Dinell were checked, and bid- 
den to rcioyce not in any other thing, then in that 
which every ſincere Chriſtian, though never ſo 
meane and contemptible may recoyce in as well 
as they , namely , that their names were written in 
heauen. = 

6. The ſpeciafl hatred and antipathie that is in 
God againſt deceirfulneſle, ſhould bea ftrongmo- 
tive vnto finceritic. There can be no vnion bertwixt 
God and the hypocrite, in regard of the great dif 
fimilirude of diſpoſitions. God is ſingle; and hee 
is donble : bauing a beart and a heart, andzbere- 
fore cannot be as Dautd , a man according to Geds 
heart. The bypocrite is crooked, and God is 
traight : And how will you compa@ togerher, 
and make euen ſtraight and crooked ? How can 
there bee friend{hip: betwixt them thar ate every 
way of contrary diſpoſitions ? But where there is 
likeneſſe of manners, there eafily will hearts be glu- 
ed and riucted' together. Now the vpright in 
heartarc according to Gods owne heart. and there- 
fore as Salomon layes , they are his delight.The Lord 
fo loueth the truth in the inward parts , that hee 
himaſelfe with his owne mouth will commend ; yea, 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, ; 
Gid our Lord of Nathaniel. Though ſincerity lucke | 
with Sl, andcare not for being beheld, yet God 
briogs it forthto light,and bids others behold ir. So 
rrucis that ofthe Apoſtle, that the true Iewes preiſe 
is of God, Was it thought ſuch a matter for Achilles 
| ro hauc the Poet Homer deſcriber of his vertues ? O 
the glory then of the ſincere Chriſtian, that ſhall 
haue God himſclfe the trumpetter of his praiſcs ? 
But hee loathes and abhorres the hypocrite, euen as 
the ftomacke doth luke-warme warer, hee diſtaſtes 
him as much as he doththe grofſe and open offen- 
ders. Therefore itis that he yoakes them with ſuch 
in their puniſhment. Doe good O Lord to the true 
in heart : But thoſe that tnrne aſide by their crooked 
wajes , them (thatis, hypocrites ) the Lord ſhall leade 
away with the workes of iniquitie , yea ,and reproach- 
cth them with theirname , when hee inflis the pu- 
niſhment, Depart ye workers of iniquitic. Therctore 
| it is alſo, that when hee would threaten a mana gric- 
Reuel,zas, | uous punifhment indeede, he ſaies-, bee will gine him 
be portion with hypocrites. And indeed the hypo- 
crites puniſhment muſt necdes bee very grieuous, 
ſince hemuſt bee ſpucd out of Gods mouth. Now 
ws the baſeſt places that are, weethinke good enough 
Gienaeft,que ad | bo caſt vpourgorge in. So odious is the Juke-warme 
| oftentetion? & | hypocrite in: the eyes of God , that in ſome re. 
| andem lachry- | 2rd hee can better away with the ſtarke colde 
mas fundit,qus 4 | bg 
que coryoralis | Atheiſt, and openly prophane and ſcandalous Epi- | 
| fudi pmlcbri- | cyre,as who would notrather havean open, then a 
Eur fuſe ibiak ſecret and friend-like *<nemie. Chry/oftome fayes 
depingitur,bom. | 'well , ' thatſhee is aworſe woman that in hypocrifie 
5 tan blurres her face with teares, that' ſhee might bee 
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indged an humbicd penitentiarie , then ſhee thar 
beautifics it with painted colours, that ſhee might 
bee reputeda faireand louely creature. And in the 
fame proportion of reaſon, wee may ſay that G o 
more hateth che Popiſh Pharaſaicall pining of the 
bodie by counterfeite faſting , then the Epicuriſh 
pampering of the bodic with gluttonie and belly- 
cheare: So outof conceit is God with hypocrifie. 
And this hee ſhewes moſt apparantly , in that hee 
will not endure hee ſhould come ncere him in any 
ſeruice, or ſacrifice of prayer or prayſe. For his 
ſharpe noſe cafily diſcerneth, and is offended with 
the ſtinking breath of his rotten lungs , though his 


words beneuer ſo ſented and perfumed with ſhewes 


of holineſle. 


7. And as in other regards G o D thinkes him | 
| vnfirto come necre him, ſo ſpecially in the funRi- 
on of the Minifterie. Some ſuch indeed hauecome 


necre him , as 1«das amongſt the Apoſtles , bur 


| hechathoftcn caſt themour with reproach,as vnſa- 
 voury ſalt, intro thedunghill: VVhatſocuer their other 


ſufficiencies, and in-ablements may bec, yet their 
wantof a ſound heartmakes G o Þ holdthem vn- 
worthy of this honourable calling. For this is the 
ſpeciall thing required of the diſpoſers of Gods ſe- 
crets , that every man be found faithfull : Therefore 
when Simes Mague would haue been medling here, 
Simon Peterthruft him away , and told him plaine- 


| ly, Then haſt no part or fellowſhip in this miniſtration: 


And marke the reaſon why; For thine heart & not 


| right in the ſight of God. But though all with chis 
{ Simon, are not thus kept out, yet God ſhewes his | 
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ARﬀs16,15, 


Pal1rg 79,80 


Pſal.r01.6,7, 


diſlike of them ſome other wayes, either caſhi:ring 
them with great diſgrace, orelſe making both them 
and chcir Miniſterie vile and contemptible : for the 
Lord will be ſanitified in them that comme neere him, if 
not inthe /incer:ric of rheir ſandtificarron, yet certain- 
ly in the ſe ner4tic of their c09demnation, = 
8 Andas the hypocrice is thus vnkit for God, ſo 
#|ſo for all good men to baue any thing ro doc with; 
ſuch blemiſhes are they, and indeed the very borches 
of any Chriſtian ſociety. Lydzadelired Panland Sylas 
vpon no other codition toenter into her houſe,then 
this;if they had indged her faithfull: And D avid ha- 
uing praicd for the ſweer company and communion 
ofthe godly ; Let ſuch as feare thee turne vnto megand * 
ſuch as know thy tefimonies, immediately addeth an- 
other Prayer: Let my heart be vpright inthy ſtatutes, 
that I may nener be aſhamed, Infingating thereby,that 
hec ſhould bee vnfit ſor the company of Gods chil- 
dren, vnlefle his heart were vpright. As thereforein 
the former ſpecch he prayed for the company of the 
godly, ſoin the latter, for that which might make 
him meet for their company, ſo that hemight bold 
out in that blefſed fellowſhip without being aſha- 
med, when inthe end for want of fincerity he ſhould 
be ſhaken off by his companions : And againe, the 
ſame Prophet deſcribing what kindeof Courthee 
would haue when he came to the Kingdome,baniſh- 
eth fromit the deceitfull perſon , and makes choice 
onely of the faithfull : Mine eyes ſhall be tothe faith- 
full of the Land, that they may dwellwith we. He that 
walketh in a perfet# way, he ſhall ſerne me. There ſhall 
wo decetifall perſon dwell withm my Houſe. | 
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9. Againe, Hypocrilicis ſo loathed by God, that 
he grudgeth it theleaſt ſucceficin any thing it goeth 
abont. 7acobs ſonnes hauing treacherouſly fold their 
brother, would yet couer their finne, as with a lic,fo 
with a fained hypocriticall conſolation of their 
mournefull olde Father : But with all their words 
could they notin the leaſt ſort cheare him vp; They 
were but miſerab/c comforters, becauſe farred Hence 
it isthat the blefling of God is not lo viuall, nor fo 
large, vponthelabour of hvpocrires, though neucr 
ſo well qualified, as of fincere Preachers, though 
otherwiſe of mcaner gifts, If 140# wilt turne viito me, 
thou ſhalt connert, ſaid God to Zeremie. And this is gi- 
uen as the reaſon of 1ohn the Bapriſts ſo great ſuc- 
ceſſe in conuerſion of Soules, becauſe he ſhou!d have 
the ſound and powerfull ſpirit of E/7as, Hee ſhall con- 
ert,faith the Angell to Zachary, many of the children 
of Iſrael 10 their Lord God, Why lo? For he ſhall goe 
before him not ia the ſpirtt of hvpocriſie, but inthe ſpirit 
and power of Elias, $5 whe re the good hand of God 
is noted in the ſucceſſe of Eſrees iourny,this reaſon is 
given thereof,cuen Eras fairhfull & honeft heart to 
God-ward He came to leruſalem,according tothe good 
hand of hu God that was pon him, For Elta had prepa» 
red his hart to ſeek the Law of the Lord,es to do it,&c, 

io. Well, but this ſometimes befalls finceritie, 
for its further triall,to be denicd ſuccefle, God forbid 
yet that any one ſhould bee iudged an hypocrite for 
want of ſucceſſe; this would argue want of charitic 
and iudgement: bur to ſee the miſery of an hypo- 
Trite in the want of ſuccefſe, & the happineſſc of the 

ſincere profeſſor in the ſame caſe. For the one hath 
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| comfort in the conſcience of his finceritie : the other 
is vexed and tormented with the guilt of his vn- 
| ſoundnefle, andtaketh this puniſhment as a iuſt re- 
I | buke thereof. The vnſound Miniſter, let his paines | 
be never ſogreat, his preaching neuer ſoprofitable, 
yer, if ittake not, hach iuft cauſe to lay the blame 
not vpon his hearers, but himſclfe. For well may he 
chinke with himſelfe >How ſhould I looke that God 
fthould grace words comming from a corrupt and 
impure heart, with the attendance of his holy Spirit? 
Bur ſuch Miniſters, as in the wantof ſucceſſe, are 
priuic to themſclues of their owne {inceritic, they 
may ſay with Pax, 2. Corinthians 3.4,5. If our Ov- 
ſpell bee hid, it « hid to them that periſh. Why ſo? 
For we preach not our ſelnes,but Chriſt Ieſus the Lord, 
and our ſelues your ſernants for leſs: ſake. Marke how 
the Apoſtle allcadgeth his ſinccritie in the diſcharge 
of his Miniſterie,as a reaſon of comfort, when it pre- 
uailed not,afſuring himſelfe vpon this ground, that 
the fault was in the hearers themſelues, and not in 
4 him , or in his preaching. The Hypocrites ſuccefle f 
then is either none atall, or comfortlefle , and fo as : 
good as none, Forall the ioy of his ſuccefſe is daſhed 'I 
with the conſcience of his owne hypocriſie. Where- *R 
as the ſincere Chriſtian as he is vnder the promiſe of 4 
ſucceſſe,and ſo often hath it : ſo when for iuſt cauſes 
God ſeesit not fit to accompliſh this his promiſe, be- 
ing onely conditionall, yetthen hath he more com- 
fort in his ſacceſſeles ſincerity , then the hypocrite for 
his life can have in his moſt ſacceſſefall and heppieſ? 
pocrifie. Yea, the ſincere Chriſtian, being a bchol- 
er of his ſucceſle, often carries away allthe —_— 
tacre- 
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cizercof', when rhe miſerable Hypoctrite himſelfe j3 
lefr dry anddeſtitute. The ſucceſle of a good worke 
done in ſincerity,is ſpecially comfortableto thewor- 
ker himfclte, aboue thar it is to others, Contrarily, 
that comfort which is in the ſucceſfe of an bypacri- 
ticalgood workis wholly others, the workmanhim- 
ſelfe hath not the leaſt tot. Hence S.. Paul, though 
the fatſe Apoſtles were his aduerfaries,and preached 
of enuic to vexe him,and thought litife of prouiding 
matter of comfort for him, yet hee reioyced in their 
preaching, andthe fruit thereof, Vhereas yet they 
themſelues, preaching onely of vaine-glory and con- 
| tegtion, could not haue the leaſt comtorc thereby. 
rr. Laſtly,inall dangers, trials, and temptations: 
Sincerity maketh vs valiant & couragious, begetting 
invsthetcue,manly,gencrous, and beroicall ſpirits, 
euenthat Lion-like boldnes ſpoke of in the Proxerba 
' Irisnot put out of countenance with the falſe accu» 


—_ 


as Paul did the Vipet vnhurt; yea, ina holy ſcorning 
irlaughcchatthem., asthe wilde Afﬀein Iobdothar 
| the horſe & the rider. No,no,the breft-plate of righ- 
| tcouſneſle, the brazen wall of agood confcience fea» 
| reth no ſucharrowes.It ſaith withPaw!, 7 paſſe nor for 
man indgement. Though mine «auerfary ſhowld write 
| © booke againſt me,would 1not take is vpon my ſhoulder, 
and bind it 45 4 erowne onto me ? ſaith lob. Yea, fur- 
| ther ſaiththat holy man, [wi rell him the number of 
my goings, will acquaint him with my whole life, & 
tet him-picke whathe can there-out, ſolitttle doe I 
know by my felfe: O the confidence of ſinceritic). Yea, 
yet further,7 willcowe vnro him,not as 2 puiley trem- 
| Cc 3 blin 


— £ 


fations of.flinderous tongues. It throweth then off, 


Phil.1.18, 


Prov.28.1. 


1.Cor,q.3, 


lob 31.35.39. 


hd 


1 


| 


Li 378 


The deceitfulneſſe of maxs heart. 


| Phil.4.8. 


OpeprtiT ils 


Marke 6.29, 


I5. 
2 Tim1.7. 


4 


{ Plabrts. 


I.Sam-19914. 


eee re 


Vo 


— 


|-in his robes, and-Dasid in the midſt of all his repro» 


| when hee ruſhed in the preſumption of his deceirfull 


bling ſlaue, bur «s Prince, that being ſtrongly guar- 
ded both with armed men, and his Subics loue; 
and imboldned with the might and right of his own 
power, walkes ſecurely,and without feare.O the no- 
ble ſpirits of ſinceritie! And indecd euery true Chri- 
ſtian, being a ſpirituall Prince, hath the ſpirit of the 
beſt Prince , as bauing that Princely priuledge of a 
double guard, the guard of the Angels without, & of | 
a go04 conſcience within, the peace whereof, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh, is in ſtead of a gaard againſt ad. 
uerfarie power. Shall now ſuch a Prince,ſo guarded, 
regard the enmitie of any ? feare threatnings of any, 
taough never ſo mightie? No. Weil may others fearc 
him, as Herod and Sanl, proud tyrants did, the one 
lohn, his poore miniſter, {&n9wixe ſaith the Scripture, 
he was 4 inſt man, a holy;the other Dauid,his poore 
ſubieRtfor the ſame cauſe : but hee fearcs none but 
God ; neither yet him ſlauiſhly. God hath not ginen | 
vs theſpirit of feare , but of power and loue, and of a 
fonnd mind,ſaith the Apoſtle z oppoſing the ſpirit of | 
feareto the fpirit of ſoundnes and lincerity. And in- 
decd, asthert is nothing more 4o/4thena ſonnd con- 
ſcience ; fo nothing more 5aſe, or ſooner abaſhed, 
then an vnſound conſcience deſtitute of this linceri- 
tie. Eliahin his rags bad the heart to goe meet Aab 


—— 


ches, had the face to-profeſſe the name of God be- 
fore Kings and Princes, withovteuer being blanked 
at their preſence, For, let a man bee -neuecr fo much 
dcie&<d, this (incericie will reyine, and refie{h his 
ſpirit, andput new lifeinto-bim. Contrarily' Pecer, 
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heart, into danger, without this fence and fortifica- 
tion, how daſtardly a coward ſhewed hee kimſelfe ? 
See how ſmall a thiny daunted him; euen the words 
of a poore filly wench. Who yetafterward ; cloa- 
thed with this armour , was ſo ſtout and manly, 
thatnot the high-Pricſt himfelfe, nor a!l his priſons, 
nor puniſhments whatſoeuer,could any thing appall 
him. Sointhe afflitions ſent by God , O thereliete 
that then Sinceritic yeelds within , when all other 
things faile vs! This cauſethvstolift vp our heads 
with ioy , when others are at their very wits end for 
ſcare. The hypocrite in peace and ſecuritie, may 
ſeeme ſtrong and valorous, butlet God by ſome af- 
fl; tion dragge him our, as it were by the cares, from 
hislarking-hole, and conuent him before his Tribu- 
nall, and thou (halt not ſee any thing more abict 


] or hartleſſe, Thenis that ofthe Prophet verified: The 


ſinners in Sionare af7aid, a feare ts come among th: Hy- 
pocrites? Who among vs ſhall dwell with the denourivg 
fire? Who among vs ſhall awell with the ezerlaiting 
barnixgs ? Bat the ſincere heart, cuen in this caſe, 
holds out confident and comfortable. When Chriſt 


truth of his profeſiion into queſtion, with that three- 


faichfull heart (till held ic owne, and oner-came in 


| chat wreſtling , Ler4, thou knoweſt Tone thee. O the 


boldnes of finceritie,that dares make God the 1»dee, 
when he makes himſclfethe accuſer ! When 10b had 
againft him not oncly the Devill bis encmie, puſh- 


wr 


his owne friends, ſcourging him wirhtheir tongues, 
: Cc 4 yea, 


ſeemed toſer himſclfe againſt Perer, and to call the | 


Efay 33.14: 


fold pinching demand, Simon, /oxeſt thow me? Peters | 


ingat him with his poyſoned weapons, bur cuen | 


loh.24.15,16, 
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yea, his owne wife athorne pricking himin the eyc; 
yea, his own God, miſerably laſhing his naked ſoule. 
with Scorpions, what was it that relieucd him a- 


| gainitall theſe , but the remembrance of his owne 
| vprightnefſe in the courſe of his life by-paſt ? And 


therefore he ſaid , Yn 7 dre 1 will neurr take away my- 
innoceucie from my ſelfe, My heart ſhall not reproue_ 
me for my dayes. Who now would want fuch a com- 
panion, ſuch a friendas Sinceriric is, and that ſticks 
ſocloſc vnto vs, and yeeldcth ſuch ſweet comfort, 
cuen in our ſoreſt trials, and hardeſt ſtraights? 

Herethen happily ſome, feeling the want of this. 
ſo neceflary a grace, will enquire concerning the 
Me1nes to attaine thereto. 

T he firſt mears is, for a man alwayesto poſleſic his 
heart with the apprehenſion of Gods preſence,and 
ſo keepe it in his feare continually , z8 walke, as E- 
noch did miih God, as being in his eye; and with 
Moſes, ſeeing bim that is inuifible.Walke before mee, 
ſaith God to Abrahatn, and ee wpright. Firſt, Walke 
before me,lettby (clfe in my preſence, behold my all- | 
ſceing eye,that ſeeth in the darke,euen inthe darkeſt 


' corners of the heart, and then be vpright, This ap- 


prehenſion of Gods preſence will quath andcruth' 
even the very firſt rifings of bypocriticall thoughts. 
What? Gods fees me, and (hall I darcto dally with 
him? If but a man, nay, if but a childe could looke 
into my hearr, I durſt not deale doublyand deceir- 
fully: How then may Tdareto doe fo, when the God 
of Heavenis prelentand beholds mee ? Hypocriſie 
ariſeth from the ſecret Atheiſme ofthe heart, where- 
by hee ſaith : Toſh, none ſceth. And in this regard 


Ananias 


_ 


——  —— 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


Amanias and Saphira,apaire of noble hypocrites, arc 
ſaid to z2-1pt Godin their hypocrifie, that is,to make 
triall of him, whether bee were preſent cuery where 
or no,and ſo knowing all things were able to reucale 


their hypoctriſie. And for the ſame cauſe did Petey | 


rellthem, that they /yca not io men, but to the Holy 
GhoZt ; becauſe they thought they were out of Gods 


hearing, and onely Peter, and they with him, heard 


them. Therefore the Church in the Pſa/mes ſhew- 
eth how they were kept in their finceritie, from dea- 
ling faiſly in their coucnant with God; becauſe they 


' remembred that God would ſearchir, as being the 


ſearcher of the heart. And S. Paul notably ioynes 
theſe two together , Wemake not merchanaiſe of the 
Word of God; we play not the Huckſters with it : 487 
as of ſinceritie, as of Goa, tnthe ſight of God ſpeake wee 
in Chrif, Tt is impoſſible for a man to ſpeakeas in 
Gods preſence, and not to ſpeake ſincerely. 

A ſecond meanes is, diligently to review all our 
works of obedience,as once God did his of creation, 
and to obſcrue the peace and comfort of conſcience 
which we find, when wedoc good things with good 
hearts, as on the contrary the trouble and diſquier 
of minde when we doe otherwiſe. And withall when 
we take our ſelucs thus tardy,in a holy indignation, 


1 totakereuenge of our ſelues, iudging and condem- 


ning our ſelues before the Lord. The very thinking 
of the after-reckonings we muſt cometo, when wee 
hzue done our worke, will make vs take heed how 
we doit: For whois there that vſeth for all his a&i- 
ons,at the dayes end,to call himſelfe to a ſcuereexa- 
mination, as the hard Maſter doth his —_ 
mu 
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Luke 6.49. 


be not fine, yctit may not be foule, being ſoyled and | 


.trucly humbled and caſt downe for his ſinnes, And | 


A—— 


T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart, 


muſt not needes in the very middeſt of his ations 
reaſon thus with himſelfe? Anone all this which 
now I doc, muſt very narrowly be looked oner,if ir 
bee not done faithfully and ſincerely, I ſhall (marr 
foritthen ; -=—_ wrings and fecret pinches which | 
mine owne guiltic heart will giue me; yea, the laſhes | 
which by mine owne coucnant I amtiedtogiue my 

ſelfe, in caſe my worke bee found blurred with by- | 
pocriſie! It ſtands mee in hand therefore to looke | 
to it,that though my worke, by reaſon of my weake | 
$kill, bee but mecane, yet it may be cleane; though ir | 


G , [ 
{abbered with the (lure of a rotten heart. 


A third eazes, is true Humiliation of ſpirit. For 
where this is, there mult needs bec the deniall ofour 
ſelves. And where there istrue deniall of our ſelues, 
there is not hypocriſie ; which teſtificth a man cucn 
inſecking God, to ſecke himſeife, and in preaching 
Chriſt, to preach himſclfe. And therefore the Apo- 
ſtle oppofing his owne lincere, to others deccitfull 
preaching, ſaith; We preach pot onr ſelnes, but the Lord 
leſt. This is theground of all vnſoundneſle in gcli- 
gion,this want of humbling and denying our ſclues. 
For, hence it comes to paſſe,that we are fo carried & 
ſwayed,cueninour beſt ations, with the reſpes of 
our owne praiſe and profit, Therefore S. Lake notes 
that the wile builder, thar is, the (incere Chriſtian, 
digges acepe; namely, ina deepe humiliation of his 
owne Soule; whereas the fooliſh builder, that is,the 
hypocrite, b#i/ds without fourdation, that is, enters 
vpon the profcfhon of Religion without cuer being | 


hence 
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| by theapprehenſion of my Faith z therefore hane 1 


The aeceitfulneſſe of mans heavt. 


ets, 


: hencethe building comes to bee vnſound, becauſe 


vnfounded. Thar the heart then may ſtand vprigat 
before God,itmuſt firſt as it were make iclelfe croo- 
kedin ſtooping and bowing it ſelfe vnder his migh- 
tichandin the exerciſes of humiliation. T hat the 
heart may bce whole, icmuſt firſt bee rent and bro- 


ken. Corruprand impure gold cannotbee deſecared | 


and rid ofthe droſle, till it be moulten and diffolued, 


Vnſound bodies, full of vicious humors,canot come | 


toany good eſtate, till they be well emptied by pur- 
gation: Crooked things cannot bce made firaight 
withoutthe wringing of the hand. Humiliation is 
that which melts vs, purges vs, wrings vs, and fo 
makes vs of drofſie pure,of foggic ſound,of crooked 
ſtraight Chriſtians. Doeſt thou then deſire to bee a 
ſincere Chriſtian indeed , a true Diſciple of Ieſus 
Chriſt,to be freed ofallvnfound mixtures?chou muſt 
firſt bee broken and battered in pieces, by the hum. 
bling hand of God ; thou muſt remember thy Ma- 
ſtersrule, 1f any man bee my Diſciple, let him dente— 
himſelfe. 

Laſtly, ſinceritic being oppoſed ro mixture,asthe 
notation ofthe word teacheth, that which cleanſeth 


our hearts from the defilement of ſuch mixtures | 


mult needs make vs ſincere, Now it is Faith which 
purgeth and purifieth the heart. Faith then appre- 
hending the {inceritic of Gods love in Chriſts death 
to vs,and beholding there how Chriſt gaue his heart 
to be pierced for vs, cannot but make vs returne the 
like linccritie of heart and afteRion to God. Thy /o- 
ing kindneſſe,ſaith D anid,ts ener before me: namely, 
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T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart, 


welked inthy truth. So Pant (hewerh thatir was this I 


| 


loue of Chriſt towards bim , which by his fairh hee 
apprehended and applyed to himſelfe, that made 
him deale fo ſincerely, and ſeeke onely Gods glory, 
eucen then when to the world he might ſeeme to bee 
madde of prideand vain-glory,, in preferring him- 
ſelfe before the falſe Apoſtles. Whether we be madde 
ſaith hee, weare madde to Gerd; that is, when [ thus 


commend my f{clfe, and boaſt of mine owne Mini- | 


ſteric againſt others, and in (o doing ſeeme madro 
you, yetthen I reſpet not my ſelfe in ſo doing , but 


 onely God and hisglory : or whether wee ave in our 


righs minde, thatis, vſc ſuch courſes as to:you ſeeme 
wiſer, we are it toyou, Wee doe it fairhfully for your 
good. Now marke whatit was which made him to 
doe ſo. For the lone of Chriit conſ{raieth vs, becauſe 
we thus tudge, that if one be dead for all, then wereall 
dead : And he died for all, that they which line 
ſhoald not henceforth line to themſe!aes, 
but to him that died for 
them. 


| 


CHnay. XXXl, 


The anſwering of the Obicition which the deceitfall 
heart of man might gather ont of the former do- 
rine of the hearts deceitfulneſſe, 


Verſe 1o. 1, the Lord, ſearch, &c. 


PEER His Verſe dependeth vpon the former, as a 

#9 {ccret preucntion of an ObieRion, which 
ESE vpon occalion of theformerdoArine of the 
hearts deccitfulnes, the wicked ewes might make a- 
gainſt the Prophets threatnings, in this manner: if 
the heart be ſo immeaſurably and vnſcarchably de- 
ceitfull, that nonecan know it, then wee truſt rodoe 
well enough, for all the inward wickedneſle and hy- 
pocrilie of our hearts. For if gone doe know it, then 
none can puniſhirt. The Lords anſwereis , as if hec 


a while, you runne too faſt: The heart cannot bee 
knowne of any creature, but 7 the Lord,the Creator, 


perfe&tly to know the inmoſtcorners of your hearts: 
And therefore never thinke that thecloſenefle ; and 
ſecreſieof your corruption ſhall free you from pu- 
niſhment; for my knowledge of your hearts is not 
an idle and vaine knowledge, but therefore, doe1 
know them, that thereafter, as I ſhall ſeethcirin- 
ward ſoundneſſe or falſeneſle, ſo I may diſpenſe my 
rewards, and puniſhments accordingly. .. 
This is the coherence, 


The 


ſhould more largely thus haue ſpoken ; Nay , ſoft 


baue a priuiledgeaboue all creatures, throughly and | 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 


Numb. 22.33. 
Tudg.4.9 
Pſalrig.1. 
Mat.10.5, 


The ſence. Scarch anatry,] | bar is, moſt cxaftly 
know ; A Metonymie of the efficient : For by 
ſearching and trying, perte& knowledge is attained. 
And withallan CA»thropopaihy,that is, a manner of 
ſpeech; whereby God for our better vnderſtanding, 
is made affeed like man : For God nceds not any 
tearching to come to knowledge of any thing, as 
mans ignorance doth; But becauſe mens knowledge 


| is beſt there, where the greateſt triall and ſearch hath 


becne made , therefore vader this phraſe it plea- 
ſeththc Lord co ſignifie his full and abſolute know- 


ledge. 


Hearts and reines,] That is, both thoughts and af. 
fetions , the reines being the ſear of the ſtrongeſt 
affetion, namely, that which is for generation. So 
Pron.23.15,16. My ſonnt, if thou bewiſe , my heart 
ſhall rezoyce, and my reines ſhall leape for toy. 

To gine.) Either reward of puniſhment: Accor- 
ding to bis wayes, Sometimes the word way, is taken 


"more ſpecially for ſome ſpeciall courſe in the carri- 


age of ſome particular ation, as Numbers 22.23. 
Indges 4.9. More commonly for the generall courſe 
and carriage of our whole liues, as P/al.11 9.1. Har. 
I0.5. So here; CHceording to the fruit of bus workes. If 
bis workes be good fruit, then rewsrd; if euill, then 
puniſhment, In the words thus opened, I conſider 
two points. 1. Gods knewledge of our hearts, which 
is ſet forth by theexaFreſſe thereof, both in regard 
of the manner, in words, ſearch andtry, and in regard 
of the matter, heart and reines. 2, The endof his 
knowledge, T hat 1 may giue, &c. z 

To beginne with the firſt, It is the conſtant 

doarine | 


SS — 


T he deceiifulneſſe of mans heart. 


doctrine ofthe Scriptures cucry where,that it is pro- 
per to God alone of himſclfe, :hrovghty , and exad- 
ly to know the ſecrets of the hearts of menz and 
therefore denying this knowledge to all others in 
the former Verſe, Who can know it? Here hee challen- 
geth ic to himſclfe, / 1hbe Lord know 31, But I lay, 
1, Of hinſelfe, Becauſe by reuelation from him, 0- 
chers may know.: as Chritts humanitie, oby 2.24. 
But Ieſus did not commit himſelfe tothem; For he knew 
them all : CAnd had no need that any ſhould teitifie of 
man: for he knew what was in man. So allo the Pro- 
pher. As 1.S4m,9.19. 1 will tell thee, ſaith Sammel 
to Sasl., all that t intbine heart. No maruell, when 
God had told him before. Thus Z/:/ſha ſaw the hol» 
low and hypocritall heart of Gehezi, ( Went not 
wine heart with thee inthe way ? and Peter of Cina- 
#ias and Saphira, Soin the Primitiue Church there 
were ſuch as had the ſpirit of diſcerning : But that 
phraſe of the ſpirit of diſcerning, ſheweth, that they 
diſcerned not mens hearts of themſclues , but by a 
ſpeciall worke of Gods Spirit , diſcovering themto 
theireyes, and that vnleſſe they had plowed with 
Gods Heifer , they could neuer haue found out the 
ſo ſecret myftcries of deccitfull hearts. 2. I ſay thar 
God onely knowcth the heart exadly and certainly: 
Becauſe man and Angels may know it conied7arally, 
and by way of gueſſing. Prox.20.5. Counſel inthe 
heart of man is like deepe water , but amanof vnder- 
ſtanding willdraw it ont. Here even naturall wiſdome 
is compared to a bucket , which is able, being let 
downeinto thedcepeſt Well,to bring vp the waters 
thereof. So though the heart of many men bee _ 
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Prov.3c:26,27. 


Solus Deus ſo- 
lam neſeit igno- 
rantiam. Et to- 
Ines videt, op to- 
tum, quia mi- 
nime fallitur , 
quia minime 
claxndi, quia ex- 
fra ſe lumen 
n0ox querit ut 
wideat. Ipſe e- 
nn eft qui vi- 
det, + unde 

| videt. Bern. 
Pſal139.2. 


Deurt-31.31. 
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1-breake outat our faces, eyes, mouthes. Sothatin 
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of deepe deceit, and can cunningly couch naughti- 
neſle, yet a wiſe man by obſcruarion of their coun- 
tenance, geſtures, ſpeeches, and ſuch like outward 
ſignes, will goe neere to diſcouer them, And there- 
fore Salomonafterwardin this Chapter,Yerſe 26, ba- 
uing ſaid , that «wiſe King ſcattereth the wicked, and 
cauſeth the wheele 10 turne oner them: becauſe it might 
be ſaid, how can he doeſo, ſince wicked men haue 
ſo many couersfor their wickedneſte,to hide it from | 
the eyes of the World? hee addeth , as anſwering 
this obieRion;T be ſoule of man « the light of theLord, 
and it ſearcheth all the bowels of the belly. So ſharpeis 
the noſe, enen of naturall ſagacitie, that itis able to 
ſmell our, and ferret out wickednefle, euen when ir 
lurkes in her ſecrcteſt holes, viing thoſe meanes I 
ſpake of, of diligent obſeruation , inquiſttion, of 
comparing, and laying ſpeeches and ations toge- | 
ther, and ſich like. But now Gods eye needes no 
ſuch {pe&acles to looke into theſe blinde corners of 
the heart : For hee hath a hfierie, and flaming cye, 
which is both the Organe, and the Hearcof ſeeing, 
miniſtring light-ro it ſelfe, to diſcerne all things. 
Whenceiris, that asthe Pſalmiſt excellently ſaith, 
Hee knoweth the thoughts a farre off ; long before 
theregoe any outward ſignes in the face to bewray 
them. According to that which the Lord ſpeaketh 
of himſelfeconcerning this knowledge of the 1/74e- 
liteshearts : 1 know hs thoughts enennow, what he will 
doe , before I bring him intothe Land which 1 ſware : 
Whereas the wiſcſt men know them onely when 
they arc necre at hand, when they are readic to 
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thisregard wee may iuſtly vie that of the Prophet, 
Am 1 GO D meerehand onely , and not alſo a farre off ? 
Yes Lord thou muſt needs be a God a farre off, who 
knoweſt our thoughts lo farre off, even before wee 
know them our ſelues;'yea, before cucr we hadany 
being our ſelues. Whereas we poore blind creatures 
cannot ſcethe heart, vnlefſe we may pore vpon it, 
having itlaid neere our eyes in outward lignes ; and 
yet neither then, can weſceitotherwiſe then the 
man in the Goſpell, ſaw men walking as trees. Thou 
ſeeſt the deceits of che heart , with an vnerring and 
vnadeceiuing eye: Wee withan vncertaine, ander- 
roneous. As our heart is deceitfull, ſo oureyealſo 
in ſceing , and iudging of the deccitfuinefle thereof, 
fo that it cannor, when iris az the cleereſt ; giue 


any infallible definitive ſentence concerning any 


mans heart, but onely probable, by way ofdiuining. 
' Bur in this conieQurall knowledge the Angels ſpe- 
cially excel! ; by reaſon their eyes pierce deeper 
then ours, cucn to the fight of the inward parts of 
our bodies, as well as of our outward , though yet 
in the outward they are able to ſee farre more then 


wee. Hence Daxzidtor his wiſcdome in finding out. 


of ſecrets, is compared to an Angell of God , by the 
woman of Tekoa. The Diuell therefore may be able 
to giuea ſhrewd guefle ar our thoughts, the rather 
for that he himſclfe often ſuggeſteth thoughts vnto 
vs, and hath liberty giuen him to come , rhough not 
into the priuy chamber of the ſoule, yer into the 
ontward chamber,the fancie, & to worke vpon thoſe 
| phantaſmes,which there he findes. Neuertheleſle, 

hee cannor direRly and WE ſet downe what 
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The deceirfalneſſe of mans heart. 


Luke 8.31. 


Ifa,z0.33, 


L Tcr.33 .244 


our owne ſecret thoughts bee, but till this dotine 
remaineth true , onely God of himſeife exaQly 
knoweth the ſecretsof the heart. There is indeede 
a great mingle-mangle and confuſion ofthoughts, 
euen as there is of droſſe and good metrall in {iiuer 
and golde, which lic ſo confuſed together, that to 
the eye of man the droffe is not diſcernable. Bur 
when they are in rhe furnace and fining pot, then 
we may [ce them both diſtintiy. That which is 
the furnace to thegold, the fining pot to the filuer, 
the ſame, ſaith Sa/omon, is the Lord: flaming eyeto 
the heart of man; cuenin- the mid of the greateſt 
ſhuffles, and confuſions it is a notabic diſtinguiſher, 
clecrely diſcerning the badde from the good, the 
baggage and refuſe from that which is good and 
fine, though they be neuer fo troublelomely ium- 
ble together. And no marucll, for cucn Hed, 
(a place farre deeper then the heart , Luke 8. 3r. 
farre vaſter and wider, beiny of ſoinfinite receipt, 
that able to holde all the damned ſoulcs and bo- 
dics Eſay 30. 33.) end deſtruction, {thein finite paines 
of this hell) which (as the Prophet ſpeaketh of | 
heauens ioyes) eye hath not ſeene, eare hath not 
| heard, nor the hcart of man once able to appre- 
hend the thouſand partofthem) are open 10 theeyes 
of the Lord ,.bow much more then the hearts of the chil- 
dren of men? And hereof the Scriptures giue a dou- 
ble reaſon. 

1. Gods.omni-preſence. Ifa man could beinany 
place where God. were Bot, hee might eſcape the 


lightof bis eye. But, can avy man (ſaith the Lord) 


[ 


bide himſelfe in ſecret places that I ſhall not ſee him?Do 
; _#0; | 


T hedeceitſulneſſe of mans heart. 
or Ifill heanen and earth? This reaſon Denidpurſu- 
eth notably, ?ſa/.139.throughour. 

2. Gods forming of the heart. He that made the | 
eye, ſhall not hee ſee? jtheeare, ſhall not hee heare? 
the heart, ſhall not hee vaderftand? Artificers know 
the nature and propertics of their workes ; and 
ſhall God onely bee ignorant of his workmanſhip ? 
This reaſon alſo Daznid vrgeth inthe ſame Palme, 
verſe 12.1 3.The darkneſſe bideth me not from thee, For 
thou haſt poſſeſſed my reynes,thou haſt conered mee in my 
mothirs wombe.. 

To theſe two reaſons I adde a third, namely that 
God is the preſerner and vpholder of the heart. 
As 17. In him wee live , mopuc, and haue our beeing. | ads.rm.19, 
Which is to bee vaderſtood as well of the motions 
ofthe minde, in thoughts and deſires, az ofthe bo- 
dy. The mindeis boren-vp by God, cuen inthe a& 
of thinking , farre otherwiſe then the carth bearcth 
vs in walking. Therefore it cannot be but God muſt 
needes perceiue the motions of our mindes, cuen 
as the ſenſelefle earth , if ithad ſenſe, muſt needes | | 
perceiue the motions of our bodies. | 

The vſe r. This ſerveth to afſureour Faith , that ve | 
the Scripture is the word of God. For itisproper 
onely to God, to know the ſecrets of our hearts. | 
But the Scriptures , doe notably lay open thecloſe 
corruptions of our hearts vnto- vs, infomuch as 
wee muſt necdes bee forced with the vnbelecuing |- 
idioe, to falldowne on our faces,and to ſay , Yerily 
God « heere ; itis heethat ſpeakerh. And as the wo- 
min of Szmaris, when ſhee heard Chriſt diſcouer 
her ſecretadultery, then ſhee = oucr wrangling, 
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and went to her neighbours, ſaying ; Come and ſee « 
man , that hath told me all that ener 1 haue done: & not 
he the Meſſiah ? lo we, ſeeing our hearts; ſo liuely de. 
ciphered vnto vs inthe Scriptures , may in like fort 
cry out one to another; Come and ſee a Booke,that 
tels vs all that is in our hearts; Muſt not this necdes 
be his booke who onely knoweth the heart ? Beſides | 
thar, as the Scriptures doe dete our thoughts in ge- 
nerall, ſo ſome particular mensin ſpeciall. As what 
was Hamans proud thought, when the King asked 
him what ſhould bee done to the man he would ho- 
nour : what was Michels deſpightfull thought, when 
(hee ſaw her huſband dancing: what was Saals mur- 
therous thought, whet Das:d playcd on the Harpe 
before him : what was Felix couetous thought when 
hee talked privately with Pas : what was the Phars- 
fees derrating thought , when the woman wiped 
our Sazionrs feet at thetable? Theſe perſons had 
ſo much wit as to keepe their owne councell , and 
in many of chem, ſhame muſt ncedes bee of force to 
keepe them from babbling their owne ſecrets, and 
vncouering their owne filthy nakednefſe. How then 
is it poſſible for vsto imagine how the writers of 
thoſe Hiſtories, ſhould come to the knowledge of 
ſuch ſecrers,otherwilſe, then by the reuelation of the 
Spiritof God? _ | 
2. This muſt teach vs in confefhion of our finnes, 
not to conceale any thing, but to powre out our 
ſoules like water; for God hath adartingandpier- 
cing eye; thar ſees the very botrome of our hearts. 
This vic 7oſhua made of the doarine to Achan, 
when God by lot had dereed him z Ay ſour, Line 
MM: Cg {i giory] 
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lory vato Ged,namely,the glory of his omniſcience,' 


thou feeſt already the depth of his knowledge is: 
greater then the depth ofthine own deceitfull heart, 

con'efle thy ſinne therefore vnto God, cuen the, 
whole circumſtance of the maiter. A malefaor 

would notconceale any thing from che Iudge, it he 
wereccrtainerhe Tudge knew all. Andin truth when 
we goc about co hide any thing , we rather hide God 


from aur ſelnes, then onr ſelaes from God , wee put out 


ourowneeyes not Gods. 


I IT. This muſt cauſe vs to be lincere and con-' 


ſtant in all the duties of godlincſle. 1. Th:f:2.3.4. we 


| bandled not the word of God deceitfully , wee ſpeake not 


as they that pleaſe men,but God which tryeth the hearts, 
So the Church, P/al. 44.18.19. 20.21 After the pro» 
feſhon of their integritic, cuen in the middeſt of hea- 
uie perſecutions, giucth this as the reaſon of this 


their ſo doing : 1f wee have forgotten the name of our 


God, and holden vp our hanas io a ſirange God, ſhould 
not Godſearch thu out ? for hee knoweth the ſecrets of 


| the heart, When ſomething wee are to doe, muſt be 


ſubie&to the cenſure of ſome ſpeciall wiſe, judici- 
ous man,alas, how doth the ſharpeneſle of his iudge- 


'ment ſcare vs, and what care and circumſpeRion 


viewcinſuch caſes? Well, all our ations whatſo- 
cuer muſt come vnder Gods ſcanning, and they 
muſt abide the cenſure of that pure and: feuere 


| eye that cannot behold the leaft iniquitic. And ſhall | | 


wenothing reverence or rcſpet thiseye? Shall wee 
take nocare how toplealeit? O that we could but 


bring: our ſelucs once to giue that refpe& to Gods 


eyc, which we doetomans.. Itis trucindcede, :the 


Et tibi quidem \ 
Domine,cnius ' 
oculu nuda eſt 

an)ſſus bumane ' 
coaſcientie,quid 
oceultum efſet | 
in me etiams | 
nollem cofiteri?, 
te enim mihi ab» 


ſconderem, nen | 


me tibts 
Auyg.conf.to.ts 
I 'Thefl.2. 3.4. 
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{ Plal 119.68, 


| |demne our want ofeyc-ſeruice to God: and would 


—_—_— 


{ Apoſtle condemnerh eye-ſcruice in fernants to their 


—_— — 


maſters, But yer this cye+-(cruice to men {hall con- | 


to God by their example, wee could learne te per- 
forme eye-ſeruice to God: The ſeruant though hee 
workeidly & lazily,when his maſters eyc is off him, 
yer painefuily when it is on him. Gods eye is alway 
on vs,and therefore if we had that reſpeR ofour hea- 


| ucnly maſter, which ofourearthly; we ſhould alwaies 


forme obedience to him. Eye-feruice, preformed 


|ro God,muſt needs be laſting and continuing ſervice. 


If thou canſt finda time when Gods eye is off thee, 


| Ewillthen giuethee leauc to giue ouer thy worke,or 


to worke vntowardly: but lince Gods eye is alwayes 
on thee, why is not thy eycalſoalway.on him, as E- 
nochs was } why walkeſt chou not as inthe preſence 
of this God ? Why laboureſtthou not 1n all thy ſer- 


| uices to approue thy ſclfe to thiseye that ſeeth in ſe- 


cret, and it able by it own chryſtall brighnes to dil 
couer the ſmalleft mote of hypocrifie in the blindeſt 
nook of thy hart?that fo when it ſhall come to take a 
view of them,it may giue wicnes to them &acknow- 
ledge them, though not, as once thoſe ſolely his 
owne inthecrcation, for very good, yet forgood in 


| part, for good fincerely, though not good perfeRly, 


This vſe David made. of this doQrine to himſclfe, 


4 ?/al. 119. 168. 1 hane kept thy Precepts, namely con- 


ſtantly and ſincerely , for all my wayes are before thee. 


I V. This muſt reſtraine vs cucn from ſecret fins, 
| which we might commit without the priuity of any | 
other. For, whereſoeuer thow art; there is aneyc 


that fees thee an carc that heares thee,a hand that 


regiſters) 
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regiſters thy ations. By this argument Salome | 


dehorterh from adulteric , which for the moſt Þart is 
committed in che night , 106. 24. I5: becauſe all the 


waics of men are open & naked.to Gods eyes, VVhat { 
horrible' Arheiſme doth ehis.argue , that the peſence | 


of a little childe (hall hinder vs from the doing of 
ſome wickedneſle, when Gods preſence connot? Bur 
as our Sauiour ſpeaketh concerning Killing: ſoI of 
Sceing; Fearc not them that can (ce the body onely, 


1 but feare him that can ſee the ſoule alſo; to whom 
night and light,day anddarknesareall one, who can | 


as calily ſee thee in the dead darknelle of the night, as 
at.high noone inthe cleareſt ſun-ſhine; as well when 
the candleis out, as when lighted , him I ſayfeare. 
If wee did belecue this vbiquitic of Gods eye, how 
wouldit quaſh the very firſt riſings of euill choughts 
in our hearts? Thecyc ofman drawes from vs a care 
of our outward bchauisur : why then ſhould nor 
the eye of God draw from theea care ofthe inward 
behaviour of thy heart, ſince God ſees thy heart bet- 
terthen man thy face,and vnderſtandsthy thoughts 
better thea manthy words? Little children when in 
the middeſt of their diſorders they fpye once their 
fathers eye, they are huſhed preſently : So ſhouldit 
be with vs, when through forgetfulneſle of this all- 
ſeeing eye of ourheauenly Father continnually over- 
looking vs; our hearts hauc begun to breake looſe, 

and to ſport themſclues in vaine-and idle thoughts 
anddeſires; then ſhould wee confider that all this 

while Gods cye hath bcenc fixed on vs : Wretches 
chenthat wee are, that hauc had our Fathers cye to 


li. 


be a witneſle of our miſdemeanor ! Then in this 
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| fe in vs, which oncethe bodily eye of Chriſt in 


ſence:of our betters ; whole gravitic: and auchoritic 
)claymeth ſpecialt reuerenceat our hands, wee yet 


and behauiourthen-became vs, wee no ſooner ſee 
. them,” butare aſhamed preſenily &arc ready to cry 
thera mercy. Should we notdo the like, much more, 
when wee hauc oftcndedand priened the holy eye of 
the Lord-with any vadecent behauiour, though bur 


Bethdl (iince God is preſent inall places as wellasin 
' Bethel ; though not wich ſo ſpeciall a kinde of pre- 
| ſence)SarelyGad  here,and 1 wes not aware? 

V. This maſb make vs take: heede of deceiuing 
| our ſclues with vairiepretences ,.in {bifting off good 
| duties,or inexcuſtng our finnes. If wee can finde but 
 theleaſtſtarting hole; if wee can pet but the (illieſt 
pretext bythe: fingers end , how gladare weot it? 
| how fat doewehdldit?Bur alas, Gods eye can ga- 
| fily fee though; theſe figge-leaucs,, itcaneafily fetch 
| Adams Out of the-thickets: The Anatomuſt doth 

not ſa clearelyſec'theinwards of the body hee hath 
; opened; arGoddorthithe fecret deceirof our hearts, 


he. 
then withall dzawbing. Benet deceined, (aid the A- 
poſtie rothoſe whoſ@wit+ could: finde aut lurking- 


 teatly 5 alormen, Deliner thenk that axe drawne 10 death; 


———— 


| notknowing ofir, hate binotherwiſcin our ſpeech. 


Jeoke evoldchis fpicientll ove ofGodworkeths one. | 


Petey. It ſhould:evendaſhvs, and ſhame vs inthe | 
' | middeſt ofourſinne.: If being in the fightand pre- | 


| of our bart only ?-Shoutdwenot fay as once 7acob in | 


ughrience ſofairdy:cloaakedandcoloured. Away | 


holes:enough for their. wickednefle in defrauding | 
' Gods>Niiniſters:; Coaraoil nar bt mocked; And excel- | 


| 


—— 
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and wilt not thou preſerue them that are led 10 be laine? 
If thon ſay, Behold wee know not of it , he that pondereth 
the hearts doth he not wnder ſtand it ? 

V I. This dodrine is tull of ſweet comfort, and 
chat in ſundry caſes. 1. In the peruerſe indgement of 
men often vnder-valuing of vs, and depreffing vs 
farre beneath our inferiours. As the Corinthians did 

, Paul vnder their ſhallow-headed Verbalifts, not 
worthy tocarry his bookes after him for ſound and 
ſubſtantiall learning. Our comfort here is this, that 
| God ſcerh not as man ſceth, iudgeth not as man 
iudgerh, by the ſeeing of the cy? by the hearing of the 
care, by ontward appearances. VVhence itcomes to 
*paſſe,that when the falſe and iniudicious eyc of man, 
r00 too much afteRted with outward ſhowes, hath 
preferred bolgyT hraſoes before their betters , thar 
' cannot in like pompaus oſtentation ſer forth them- 
ſclues , and hath adiudged preeminence rather to 
Eliaſhibs outward perſon, then Dan#ds inward parts; 
yet God comming after,reuerſcth and repealcth this 
vatighteous judgement, thruſting downe proud ig- 
' norar ce from the head ofrhetable to the foor, and 
lifting vp humble knowledge fromthe foote to the 
head. Thus Pas! relieuedhimſclfe when he was thus 
_diſparaged by the Corinthians; / paſſe nor, (aith he, 
to be indged of you; T mealure not my felf-hmmy 
mans indgement :. Hee that indgerb mee js the Lord, 
Wherefore as we haueno reaſon ro flatter our ſelues 
when men flatter vs, ſo neither alwaies codiſcourage 
our felues when men diſcourage vs. As mens prayſes 
muſt not 7#c&/evs; loneyrher alwayes their difprayſes 
trouble vs, For eruc,both praiſe and diſpraiſe13 ow 
| | ; God, 


1 Sam 16, 
Eſ.11, 


! 
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| .Pſal.7-9, 


1 >«Chron.16.9. 
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bearts and the reynes. And therefore he ſecth the in- 
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God, who ſcarcherth tbe hearc,and tryerth the reynes. 
Heed not then mens iadgement cuer-much , bur q 
againit their black coles comfort thy ſelfe with Gods 
whire ſtone, 2. Here-hence alſo wee may gather | 
comfort in falſe imputations & {landers. As this was 
19bs comftort in the aſpertion of hypoctrifie , Ay w;r- 
neſſe is in brauen, and my record on hizh. 2. It ſtecdeth 
alſo for comfort in'the preuailings of the wicked | 
againſt vs, and that vnder colour of right, ?/al:7.9. | 
0 let the matice of the wicked come to an eud; But gaide 
thou the inſt : For the righteous Lord ſearcheth the 


[ 


- 


nocency and finceritie of the one, the fraud and hy- 
poctific of the other,notwithſtanding all their good- 
ly words.T he eyes of the Lord looke dowre from heaven, 
to ſhew himſelfe ſlrong tothem that are of aper felt hart: 
namely,in the end, at laſt, euen when they are moſt 
weake in themſclues;to gige them che viRory. 
Fourthly, But moſt cordiall is that conſolation 
which this doQrine miniftreth in onr temptations 
and inward conflits with Sathan and our owne | 
Conſciences, crying out againft vs, that wee are not | 
that which others and our ſclues. have chovght, 
that wee hane not ſo much as theleaſt dramme of 
any.goodnefle. And indeed, intemptarion,our ſinnes | 
often preſent themſeluesin ſuch a multitude ,” rhar 
they wholly intercept from our eyes the ſight of 
grace. Yet here in the defe& of our owne knowledge 
wee muſt comfort our ſclues with Gods; and ſay 
with Ezechiah,inthar hisgrieuoustriall,0 Lord,thou 
knoweſt 1hane walked with « perfect bears before thee. 
Thus Perer, when Chriſtlay grating vpon him with | 


that]. 
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that threefo'd interrogation , Simon /oneſt thou mee ? 
{ therby renewing the bitter memory of his three- 
fold denyall, and in efte& , ſaying thus much : How 
can I thinke that thou who haſt ſo often denyed me, 
docſt loue mee ? hee yet ſaſtained himſelfe with this 
meditation of Gods knowledge; Lord thou knoweſt at 
things, thou knowefs that Ilouethee. The Apoſtle 
ſheweth. Roms. 8.26. that ſometimes, in the extre- 
mitie of afflition , wee are ſo confounded in our 
ſclnes, thar though indeed we docpray in ur ſecret 
fighes and ſobs , yet wee perceiue not that wee pray. 
For ſo I take it that text may be read ; Wee know not 
what wepray, The fleſh with her murmurings makes 
| ſuchadinne, that wee can hardly heare the voyce of 
| the Spirit, mixing with the flefhes roarings and repi- 
nings , his prayings , {ighes and ſobbings. Butbe- 
| cauſe a poore ſoule would hence diſcomfortitlelfe, 
and thinke what good will ſuch confuled: prayers 
doe mec , which | ſcarſe diſcerne my -ſelfe * The 
Apoſtle anſwereth notably , oppoſing to this ob-- 
iecion the comfort ofthis dotine of Gods know- 
ing the heart : But hee that ſearcheth the heart , hee 
knoweth the meaning of the ſþirit. Marke how he op- 
poſerh Gods knowing of our prayers to our owne 
not knowing. As it hee ſhould ſay : Let not this 
trouble thee, that thou. canſt.nor perceive that 
thou prayeſt : Doc nottherefore thinkerhoucanſt 
not , thou doeſt not pray ; For though thou know 
not what it is thou prayeft, yer God the ſearcher 
of the heart, whois greaterthen thy heart,he know- 
eh and approueth alſo thy prayer. Diſcourage not 
_ thy ſelfe over-much in-the want of feeling of | 
grace 


Rom.8.26.29 
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| 1.Cor . 4+ 
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grace in thy ſelfe. Remember that God ſces;as that 


evill, ſoalſo that good which ſometimes thou ſceſt 
net in thy ſelfe. And therefore as thou onghteſt 
not to bee ouer-confident in the not-feeling of finne 


in thy ſelfe, buttoſay with the Apoſtle, Though 1 


know nothing (thatis, nocuill) by mxyſelfe, yet am 1 
pot thereby inſlificd , lo neither to bec too tarre deie- 
Qed inthe nor-fecling of grace, but by like propor- 


tion to ſay , Though 1 know nogoodrmmy ſelfe, yet am 


Inot thereby condemned. So much ofthe firſt point ; 
Gods knowledpe oi the heart : The ſecond follow- 


etb; the end of this knowledge, That / may gineto 


euery man according 10 his wayes, &c. The which 
words we will conlider, firſt, tn the reference to the 
former : fecondly, apart by themſclues, 

Out of the former conſideration, we learne. 

1 That good and euill thoughts anddeſires, in 
Gods account,are good and euill workes. For God 
bere ſaith, hee taketh through notice of the heart, 
that hee may recompence men according to their 


FY ———_ 


workes, Thereby implying , thatif hee did not ſee | 


the heart, there muſt necedes ſcape many wicked 
thoughts and deſires vapuniſhed , many good ones 
alſo goc vnrewarded; and fo he ſhould not be able 
to giue to cucry worke his proper recompence, 


namely, to the inward workes of the heart, the 


thoughts and deſires thereof. Concerning cuill 
thoughts, Peters ſpeech. is excellent to Simon Ma. 
gus : Pray to God, that if it bee poſſible , the thought of 
thy beart may be forginen ihe, Forgiveneſſe picſup- 
poſeth deſert of puniſhment ; punifhment an euill 
work meriting it,for puniſhmentsare oncly awarded 


| 


to. 
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| to workes. For good thoughts ond defires Pauls | 


ſpeech is excellent, 7s # God that worketh both to 
will and doe. It both be hisowne workes, the de- 
ſire as well as the deede, hee muſt needes loue , and 
likeboth theone, and the other. This maketh a- 
eainſt chem , thar make no bones ofeuill thoughts, 
as though no other enill workes, then ſuch as bee 
outward, 2, It ſerueth for comfort to the children 
of God, diſabled ſometimes by want of outward 
heipes , or otherwiſe, forthe performance of ſome 
kinde of outward obedience. Theſe muſt remem- 
ber how highly God apprizeth good . purpoſes, 
and deſires, accepting and rewarding them , when 
they come to him, as if they came accompanyed 
with thedcedes themſclues. David did but conceiue 
a purpoſe to build God a houſe; God rewarded ir 
with the building and cſtabliſhinps of Dis houſe, 


2.547. 7. 16. He did but conceiuea purpoſe to con- 
feſſe his ſinne; Gods eare was in his heart, before 
Davids confeſſion could been his tongue, Pſa. 32. 5. 
The poore beggars that haue wanted foode for 
chemſclues, Chriſt yer ſhall fay at the laſtday, yee 
have fed mee when I was hungry , onely in regard 
of their ftrong affeion ,-if they had had abilirie. 


| The prodigall childe, when he was but conceiving a 


purpoſe of returning , was preuented by his Father, 


God will auſwere vs before we call, that is, in our pur- 
poſe ofprayer. O ſweet comfort ! when wee ad- 
drefle our ſelues to prayers in our priuate meditati- 
ons, and bethinke our ſelues of our ſandry wants, 


things, 


firſt comming to him Zake 15, 20. and Eſay 65. 24. 


wee purpoſe with our {clues to begge ſuchand ſuch 


| 
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IJ Rom.3.27» 
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vocall prayer : ſhall any good ſoule now thinke that | 
the memories weakencſle , (hall any thing preiudice 
her-in this caſe? No, thy purpole of asking the rhing 
forgotten, was a molt effeuall asking of it, and vato 
thee belongeth the comfort of that ſaying. 7 wid 
heare _—_ they call, 

2. That God cftecmeth ofthe goodneſle of our 
outward workcs by our hearts. Therefore here hee 
faith, that he firſt ſearcheth the hearts, before he re- 
compence the worke. If God iudged of workes one- 
ly by the outward matter of them, there needed 


| then no looking into the heart, for the iuſt diſpen- 


ling of rewards, and puniſhments. Now there arc 
two things morceſpecially in the heart, whereby 
| God iudgeth of our workes. 1. Faith , whichclean- 
ſeth the heart, and maketh it a good treaſury, firfer 
a good man to bring forth good things, which 


commandement of God , preſcribing the good 


obedience of faith, 2. A ſincere affeRion, chicfely re- 
ſpeting Gods glory, and the Churches good in 


chings, whercof yet happily wee forget ſomein the | 


alſo propoundeth vnto vs, and vrgeth vpon vs the | 


worke to bedone : whence that title of the Law of 
faith, and whence alſo our obedience is called the 


— Q. 


that wee doc. The vic. 1. Againſtthe Papiſts, that 
vpon ſuch places as this, would found the doQrine 
of merit. But here God ſayes he lookesinto the bart, 
when hee would reward the outward worke, So 
that there is no worthineſſe in the ourward worke 
it ſelfe, but itis ſomething within the heart , which 


procureth the reward to the outward worke, and | 


that is ſpecially as I ſhewed, faith in the bloud-of 
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Tefus Chriſt. 2. Againſt che workes ofmorall and ci- 
uill men; which though beautifull in the eyes ofthe 
world, are yet deformed before God , becauſe they 
neither flow out of a pure fountaine of a purged 
heart, nor are referred to-iuſt ends, Let the civill 
man then know, that when hee preſents God with 
his owrward rigbteouſncle,, looking for ſome re- 
ward, the dung of his ſacrifice ſhall bee thrownein 
his face : For God will looke into his heart, and 
finding it vnbaprized, he will bid him looke into the 
rockes whereout his workes were hewen, andinto 
the hole whereout chey were digged, and then aske 


an originall? 3, Againſt Hypocrires, that with their 
leauen, ſowre the beſt workes they doc. 1f God 
[in iadging of good workes did not looke to the 
beart, an hypocrite might ſpeedas well as the beſt 
Chriſtian. But hecre wee ſcethe aft<ion and dif- 
polttion of the heart is all in all with God. Wee 
:adcede iudpe of the hears by the worke : God con. 
trarily ivudgeth of the worke by the heare. Wee firft 
approue the worke, and thenthe workeman z Bute 
God firſt hath reſpeR to Habel,and then to his ſacri- 
fice. Though the matter of the worke bee neuer ſo 
| good, yet the corruption of an vnſanQified heart 
will marreall , and change the nature ofir. Andas 
it will be no excuſe betore God, when ebematter of 
the worke is ill , to pleade the goodnes of the heart 3 
ſo neither, when the heart in naught, to pleade,thar 
themarrer ofthe workeis good. Whereof we haue - 
notableexamples, E/. 58. in the Tewes vrging God 
with their faſting , and yer ſcoraway cemptic _ | 
thoſe 


his, how that can bee clcane which hath ſo impure | 


Gen.4:4-' 


— 
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1,loh.3:23. 


| Efay 66.3. 


{1 Eccleſ.5. 


| PLaemrecitas, 
meueſt 0 
derine,lbel/us, 
. | ſedmeale dum 
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eſſe tars, 


our hearts in indging, and in rewarding. And, 


thoſe reprobates, Marr. 7. alledging their preaching | 

in Chrifts name, caſtingour of Divels, &c. but re- | 
cciuing that fearefull anſwere, Depart from me yee 
workers of intquity : I know yee nor. Loe, preaching ir 
felfe though in Chriſts name, becauſe yer not for | 
Chriſts name, is with God, bur a worke of iniqui- 

tie, and hell fire is the reward ofit. So Cairns out- 

ward workes in ſacrificing were rhe ſame with his 

brothers, and yer Sant /obnſayes, Cains workes were 

euill, and Abels good. And God himlſclfe ſaideto 

Caine, If thou deeſt well, ſhalt chow wot be accepied? as 

choughfor all his ſacrifices, hee had not done well 

as yet. And ſothe Ilewes ſaciifices arcin indignati-. 
on reieRted, with 8,who required theſe ihings ? becauſe 

indeed, God did notrequire bodilyexerciſe, diaor- 

ced from the ſpirituall;che (hell without the kernell, 

the-hoske without the corne, the carkaſe without | 
the ſoule. Hence it is that the Lord calleth the 

[ewesincenſe and ſacrifice , though commanded by 

himſelfe, rheir owne wayes. And'th another place his 

owne ſacrifice, the ſacrifice of fooles. For as Martial 

ſaid tro Fidentine, the booke thou readeſt is mine, but 
when thou readcſt it ill}, then it begins to bee thine : 

ſo may God ſay to bypoctrites; Theſe workes of 
prayer, hearing, &c..are mine, but when you goe 

about them thus vntowardly , and performethem 

thus: corruptly, then they are your owne. I will 
acknowledge them no longer for mine. I ſee then, | 
that it is notſafe for vstoreſt in the outward worke, 

but that wee had neede to Jooke roour hearts inall 

the ſcruices wee performe. For God will looke to / 
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| ofgood, as the; Apoltle 
| ranceof cuill, Butchecorwprt manner of thy worke 
4 will make theerwiſe as odious to God,to whom al- 
| waies fained ſanc7iiie is dowble miquitie. Withall con- 


'] char which God moſt lookes to in rewarding ; thai 


wee had nced moſt looke to in pradZiſing, As the 
workman.in the doing of any-worke, will bee moſt 
carefullin that pare of it,, wherein hee knowerh the 


eyeof him, for whom he worketh, will be moſt cs 


riow. If God , when thy prayer ſhall cometo bee 


weighed in his ballances , ſhould then cſpecially | 


and vponthy tongue , vponthy phraſe of ſpeech, 
ypon the tune of thy voice, &c. then it would ſtand 
thee in hand in praying, ſpecially ro minde. theſe 
things. Bur fince it is the affe&tion of thy beart, 


| hee will aboue all chings make inquirie of , conſider 
then whart a folly it.is m-praRiling, to bee moſt dili-: 


gentin that, whereof God in examining wil bemoſt 
regardlefle; 2nd to bee moſt negligentthere, where 
wee {hall be ſurcto find him moſt ſtri&, and ſeuere. 


| And witha!l confiderchineowne miſery , .who de- 


priueſt hy ſelfe both ofmans,and Gods reward. For 
the very m2attg of thy yorke will make thee odious 
tothe world; as carefully flying the very apparance 

bidderh vs. fie the appa- 


{ider, whatagriefe it muſt necds bee to:theeat the 


1:laſt day, to ſee others mites received for their. fince- 
| ritie, and thine owne 14/ext refuled for thy hypocri- 


lic : to ſee others, cups of cold water mercifully re- 
warded, andthine owne giving the Cup.of Chriſts 


q bloud,che warcrand-bread of exernall life, ſeucrely: 


pany 


4: - This mu{'reach thee when after long out- 
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ward practice of godlinefſe, thou findeſt not thetrue 
reward of godlineſle, then to enter into thineowne 
heart by exatninariou,and to conſider whether thou 
art guiltie of bypocriſie or no. For true godlineſe- 


| great gaine : and God alwayes is iuſt, giving men 


according to their workes, but yer meaſuring the 
workes by theheart. If then thou doing works out- 
wardly good, receive an anſwerable reward,doe not 


| therefore challenge God of iniuſtice,(as thoſe ewes, 


wherefore hane wee fafted, and thou ſeeft it not?) but 
thy ſelfe of vnſoundneſfe of heart. Which corre 


| thou, andthon then ſhalt ſee there will be no cauſe 


for thee tocomplaite of the Lord. 


good hearts, done many good works, which yet arc 
Hl caken, andillrewarded of men. Mencannot ſee 


| our hearts, and therefore what maruell, if they doe 
| notalwayes reward vs accordingto our workes ? It 


the wicked Zewes eould have (cence how lovingly, 
and tenderly Chriſts heart was affefted ro them, they 
would better hiyerewardedhis'tniniſtery,then that 


in vaine,1 hawe ſpent my ftrength,&c.But our comfort 
| is,ſo as was Chrifts,thatowy worke; though never ſo 


- | muchreiected ofmen, « yerwirh owr God, in time 
| to berewarded of him. Becauſe hee feeth pur ſound 


2nd faithfull hearts, and that to thisend , that bee 


' þ may reward vs accordingto onr workes. The duti: 
" Fof wn rs nie Chriſtianly performed is a good 


; yet iow diftaſifall ro thereprehended, and 
bow thankcleflean office? yet wge muſt norbe dif- 
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he ſhotild haventeded r6complaine, /bave labouved | 
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,we purchaſe ill will at mens hands. For God lecing 
theintegritic of our heart, will reward vs according- 
1y,cauſing vs at length to finde more favour, even 
;with the reprchended themſelues, then thoſe that 
baueclawed or flattered, Pros.2.8.23. 


; Now I come toconſider the words in themſelues, 
:obſcruing three points in them, the rewarder ; the 


rewarded; the rule of rewarding. 

I. Therewarder,God.T hat I may gine,&c. Here 
welcarne; 

1. That God bath an infinite treaſurie, both o 
rewards,and puniſhments, who giveth co cuery par- 
ticular man bisiuſt portion, cither of the one, or of 
the other. Heis an vnempriable fountaine of good- 
nefle tharcan never be drawne dry, His rewarding 
of one, doth not diſable the rewarding of an other, 
neither doth hee ſo ſpend himſelfe in conferring his 
bleſſings vpon any , that they which come after 
{hould necd to ſpeake vnto bim as Eſa to 1/acck, 15 
«ll gone? haft thou neuer a blefling left bebinde for 
vs? Gods reward is not like the blefling of 1ſaacke, 
which could bce beſtowed onely.on one. For God 
himſelfe the rewarder , is allo the reward, andthere- 
foreas he tels 46rabam, an exceeding great, an inf. 
nite reward, ableto ſatisfic infinite worlds. His iu- 
ſtice alſo, being as infinire as his mercie, cannot but 
furniſh him with like varictic of iudgement. that as 
in Heauen there are many Manfions, and Princely 
Palaces, ſoin Hell alſo many priſons, many dunge- 
ons; tharas his cheſts and cofers are ful! of precious 


Gen.15 3» 


Tohn 14.t« 


| pearles and iewels,ſo his quiuers ofpeſtilent arrowes' | 
prepared for theribs of the vngodly. Sotharwe need. 
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| mercenaties, Neuerthelcſlc iris fir, with Moſes, to 


{- It may be thou haſt deſerned well of thoſe men,thar 


| 


furniture, and at whoſe right hand is fulneſle of 


inthe ſame thing, whercin thou haſtdeſerued well 


HL 


nor feare thatof our 1choueh, which they of their 


Tnpitcr, that if, as often as'men ſinne , the thunder- 
bolts ſhall fie abroad , hee would quickly be vefur- 


niſhed of weapons. The vſe is this,as to terrifie the | 
wicked, foro encourage the godly.lt is acomfort to | 


ſcrue ſuch a Maſter, as beſides his willingnes, is allo i 


able to reward vs, Therefore we ſee how Kings ſer- j 
vices in this regard. are moſt ſought after. Neuer 
; then grow wee weatrie of ſerning this Maſter, with 


whom is fuch plentie of reward, whoſeis theearth; 
and the fulneſſc thereof, the heauens and all their 


pleaſurcs for evermore. VVho may ſay vnto vs of 
all othcr baſe Maſters, as Saul of Danid, Canthe_ 
ſonnes of [hai giue you Vineyards, and Orchards ? Can 


they make you Captaines ener fifties , and ouer bun- | 
dreths ? ſocan the Devill, the Wor!ld, the Fleſh, in- | 
ſtate you into. the felicitie of my choſen ? can they | 


make you Kings, and ſet youin the chaire of cate ? 
The ſeruice of God is a reward ſufficient-to it (clfe, 
and farre from his feruants is the baſe mindes of 


quicken our dulnefle, with the conlideration of the 
greatrecompence of reward. 

' 2. That whoſoever bee theinſtramentseither 
of our rewards or puniſhments, God ſtil is the chiefe 
both rewarder and puniſher: 7 har 1 may gine. The 
vſe whereofis,both to teach vs 1hankfalneſſeto God, 
when rewarded;and patience,when corrected by men. 


deale vnkindly with thee. But yet conſider whether 
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happily in theſe duties performed to man,thou had- 
delt noreſpeR of God. It lo,then acknowledge that 
God hath found out thy ſinne, complaine not of 
mens vnkindnefle and iniuſtice, God is juſtin their 
niuſtice, it is he that thus punitheth thee. 

3. Thac whatſocucr be the worke for which we 
expeRareward,it is God that muſt reward it. This 
muſt teachvs in the workes of rhe ſecond Table, 
whichreſpetman, to haucaneye vnto God, and 
to performe themas vnto God , and ſo in ſerving 
of man to ſcrue God. For it is God that muſt re- 
ward them, & that (as I ſhewed)doth reward ther, 
cuen then when men reward them : For itis hee that 


| inclineth their hearts thereto, Bow then can we ex- 


ſpe a reward of God there, where wee haue done 
him no ſcruice? If in ſeruing of men thou haſt ſer- 
ved thy ſclfe, and ſoughtthy ſelfe rather then God, 
when thou commeſt for thy reward, Gods anſwere 
will bee; lethim reward thee whom thou ſcruedſt. 
Thou ſeruedfi thy felfe, reward thy ſclfe then if thou 
wile,for I neuer reward any ſervices but mine owne. 
Had wee not then ncede in all dntics done to men, 
to doc thern as vato God, leaſt otherwiſe, as wee 
looſe mans,fo alſo Gods reward. But doe thera vnto 


| God, and then weare ſure, if not of both, yet of the 


beſt reward, and wee take a very ſafe courſe for our 


\ ſelues. For cucn the beſt men may proouve vnkinde, 


and ynthanktull vnato vs: But God cannor but abun- 
dantly recompence the ſeruice done to himſfclfe. 
Theduties of loue & liberalitie doneto men, which 


| ſotne of thoſe ro whom they were done had hap- 
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pily forgot, yer Chriſt remembers ar thelaſt day, 
onely becauſe they were done as to himſelte, Math, 
25.40. Tee haue done them wnte mee, There is the 
caulc of the reward. This is Pauls counſel ro Chri- 
| ſhan ſeruants, yoaked with cruell heatheniſh Ma- 
ſters to bee obedient vnto their Maſters, according 
to the fleſh,as vnto Chriſt,ſeruing the Lord, and not 
men, and that vpon this conſideration: What ſocncr 
good thing any man doth, the ſame ſhall hexeceine of the 
Lord, whether bee bee bond or free. Seruants in ſuch 
caſes are ready to. obicQ, VWhy ſhoul-4 wee have 
any care to pleaſe them, that have fo little careto 
pleaſure vs, nay, thar arc readie to doe v+ all the dif- 


need ſo much the rather to mske conſcience of their 
durie, cucnto the full , becauſe by this meanes they 
ſhall pruuide a no:able remedie againſt their Ma- 


himſcife, Thy Maſter wrongs thee : what then?wile 


thy ſelfe alſo of Gods reward? Lehens tyrannic could 
not tire out 74cob in the courſe of bis faithfulneſle, 
and behold in the end the Lord himſelfe in ſpite of 
Labans tecth richly rewardeth him. 


man, of what degree ſocuer. 
I. Marke here Gods vnpartiall dealing. Amo 
men, profle vices of great ones arc winked at, an 


with God, ncither ſhall thy greatnefle- helpe thee 


—__—] 


eminent vertues of meanes onet* arc not heeded. Burt: 


pleaſure they can? Yea, but for this cauſe they had | 


fo 


ſters iniurtes, namely, the bountifull reward of God | 
thou therefore wrong thy ſelfe? Hee denies thee his |. 


reward : wilt thou therefore increaſe thy puniſh. 4 
ment ? and'as though this were not cnough,deprine | 


II. Circumſtanceisthe perſons rewarded.Euery | 


from 
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not looke for a chaire and a enthion, when they ap» 
peare before Gods Tr:bunall. Nay,thov muſt then 
bee tripe ftarke nak. d of all omward pompe. Gad 
will put no difference berw;xi rice and the poorelt 
Lazarrs, He apes every man alike, 
2 | Hence [I gather chat there 15 a particular pro- 
uidence, raking notice of men and their ations in 
ſpeciall. For Gods reward- are proportioncd to his 
knowledge; [ know the heart, that ! may reward : But 
he rewards euery mn in particular, Therefore alſo 
 heknowes him,and all his waies. Particular rewards 
argue particular knowledge. Teriibic is this ro the 
wicked, but moſt comfortable to the godly. If the 
King rake notice of a meaner man , he will beready 
preſently to fay in admiration, Whar,doth the King 
x10w me? Burletrbe pooreſt Lazar, that is withall 
the chiIde of Gad, know tor his comfort, that the 
area” King and mighty God rakes ſpeciall notice of 
him,znd rhat for his good. Iris not with our God as 
withiherr 1doll, that hath no leiſure to attend ſmal- 
ler matters. Hee is notlike Bal, that purſuing bis 
enemies cannot heare hi: friends;nor like Diana,thar 
being preſent at CF/exanders birth, could not at the 
ſame time Þ:cſerne her Epheſtan temple from the fire. 
111. Circumſtance followes, ithe rule of rewar- 
ding according to their owne wayes, &c.,. Here wee 
learne, that God proportions his rewards and pu- 
niſhments to our workes, as it were the line to-the 
rule. This proportion hath ſundry branches: 
| Ee 4 I 


from puniſhmenr, nor cby baſenes hinder thee from 
reward, Tis mult humble the grear ſtates of the 
World : God 1s norefpeRer of perfons, They muſt 
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x. The eaill of ſinne ſhall have euill of puniſh 
ment in Hell, the good of obedience, the good of re- 


wardin Hcauen, cMHatih.25. 2, As our workes are | 


better or worſe, ſo ſhall our ioyes in Heauen, out 


painesin Hell be more or lefle. Capernaum exceeding. 


Sodorzeand Gomerrah tn {inne, (hall feele alſo an 
exccfle of puniſhment, and the wiltull ſcruant (hall 


receiue more ſtripes then the ignorant. Soalſo the 
greater our zeale, paines and traucll hath beene in 


Gods cauſc, the greater ſhall bee the weight of our 
glory. The tweluc Apoſtles [hail have tweluc ſpeci- 
all thrones atche day of iudgement, and whereas 
other wiſe men ſhall but fhine with the brightneſle 
of the firmament, they thar turne others from their 
euill wayes,with the brigbtneſlc of the ſtars : he that 
ſoweth liberally ſhaft reape liberally. And eucry good 
worke added to the number of the former , helpeth 
to fir ther our reckoning in the day of the Lord. Sleepe 
is {weet , cuen to him that hath paſled the day more 
eafily,but the {lecpe of the labouring man it is ſweet 
indeed. So alſo though thar fleepe in Ad brabams 
boſome be ſweet , cuen to ſuch as haue liued a more 

uiet and ealſle life here, yet euen there alſo, the 
llcepeof the labourer will bee ſpecially ſweer, The 


greater our toyle andYrials baue beene, the more we | 


haue ſwearc and ſuffered here for Chriſt, the ſwee- 
ter hall wee finde tharteft and repoſe in Heauen, 
The Martyrs ſhall be Pillars in the Houſe of God. 
APV. 3.12, Our Saviour in his anſwere to the 
petition of the two brethren , ſeemes roimply , that 
there are ſome, for whom places of preeminence are 
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prepared, asit were to ſit at his right hand andleft, | 
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neither doth this dorine of vnequall degrees of 
heauenly glory any more fauour merit,then the yn- 
equall degrees of gracc in this life, which oftentimes 
the Lord proportions to our deſires & endeuours in 
the vie of the means;the wider we open our mouths 
the moreabundantly hee will fill vs, and with what 
meaſure wee mete to him-in paintull and heedfull 
hearing of his VVord, with the ſame will be meaſure 
to vSinthe diſpenſation of his grace: Neither yer 
doth our bearing of the word, deliring opening our 
mouthes wide, merit that which they obtaine. And 
if che danger of the doctrine of merit hinder vs not 
from holding that which is indeed apparant to our 
eyes, thataccording to the deprees of grace, and 
fant:ification,God dilpenſcth many of his remporal 
rewards inch's life, asa greater good name, greatcr 
taward reucrence & honour in the hearts of men to 
ſuch as excell in mortification aboue their brethren, 


why {hould it feare vs here, ſince the one drawes 


merit with it no more then the other? 3. Belides 
chis generall , there is alſo a ſpeciall proportion, 
agrecingtothe workes in ſpeciall, in ſuch manner 
thata man may almoſtread the fione in the puniſh- 


ment, the vertue in tne reward. The Midwines builr 


the houſes of che lſraclites, by preſerning their chil- 
dren,contrary to the Kings blgqudy Edi4,God ther- 
forc baile them houſes. David purpoled to build 
Goda houſe z God preſently promiſed ro build his 


houſe for ever. Ebedmelech ſaucd [eremmics life; God 


thereforegaue him his own life for a pray. So he hath 


| promiſed to recompence our zeale of bis glory with 
| his zealc of ours ; / wil bonour them that hononr mee: 


neither 
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neither doth God keepe this proportion in aiue 
onely,bur alſo in pafliue obedience. Here 79/ephs ex- 
ample is moſt remarkeableit wee compare his ſuffe- 
rings and rewards together, In ftead of his Brethrens 
hatred, hc gor ſtrangers love ; his brethren :tEat ſold 
tim as a (laue,adoicd bim as a Lord. In litead of the 
priſon , hee mer with athrove. 1n ſtead of iron fer- 
ters, he found a chaine of gold. In ſtcad ot the labour 
of his hand,a ring on bis hand. In ſtcad of the parti 
coloured coat his brethren ſtript him of, the prince- 
ly Robes Pharaoh put vpon him. In ſtead of the vn- 
lawfullpleafure of adulterie,the law'ullcomfortand 
contentment of an honourable marriage. In ſtead of 
being a fcruant in the priſon, being haite a Souc® 

raigne inthe Kingdome. The [ke meaſures keepes 

he alſo in puniſhment. CAb/alons haire, his pride, be- 

came his halter. The waters which #4 :raobappoin- 

ted ro deſtroy the Hebrew Babes, were afterwardcs 

made fir to poyſon the Egypreans. Pharaoh had in- 

feted them with bloud of innocents, God turnes 

theminto bloud ; andin their colgur ſhewes the ty- |- 
rant the colour of his {inne. Pharanb(layes the Ira: 
elites children, God afterward ſlew his, andall the 
Egyptians firſt borne. Dives denied LaFarus crums 
of bread; Abrahamafterward denied him a droppe 
of water. Thoſe that will not hearken to the ſweer 
and familiar voice of G o Þ, {hall bee ſchooled by 
the ſtrange language of cruell ſtrangers ouer-top- 
pivg them. The Egyptian: had vexed the 1/rael:tes 
with much wearineſſc,and chirſt, in ouer-burdening 
them with labour; Go Þ thercfore by depriving 


with 
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with the ſame thirſt and with the ſame wearineſſein 
going about and ſecking tor water : Sant becaulc he 
ſlew thoſethat did weare the Ephed, therefore God 
would not anſwer him cithcr byY 1:12 orT hammim: 
and his owne hands reuenged vpon himſelfe the in- 
nocent bloud of others. The w:«c ked becauſe in this 
life they ſay ra God, asit isin /9b, Depars thou from 


vs, therefore inthe life tocome, God (ball ſay to 


them, Depart from me yee curſed. Adams deſire of the 
Godheag,was puniſhed with morcalitic and miſery, 
And vnto him that in E/ay vaunts bimſclfe, ſaying, 
1 will aſcend aboue the height of theslouds, and will bee 
like rothe miſt high; the Lord will haue this anſwere 
to be made: T how ſhalt be brenght downe tothe grane, 
10 the ſides of the pit, Hypocrites performe tempo- 
rarie obedience, God onely giues them a tempo- 
rariereward herein this life, Math 6.Yerily they bane 
their reward, namcly,berein this life, they ſhall haue 
none hereafter. So._4habs temporarie humiliation 
obtained thereiourning of a temporall iudgement: 
Hypocrites alſo perferme an imperfe@ obedience, 
they will doe ſome few things commanded, but not 
all: God ſerues them in their owne kinde, hee giues 
them ſome few of his meaner bleffings, but derics 
them the pri:icipall. Whence that excellent exhorta- 
tion, 2.1048. Looke 80 your ſelnes, that we looſe not 
the things wee haue done, but may receine « full reward. 
T here 1s then a plenary reward toafull, anda pariiall 


Tehwes obedience indeſtroying Ahabs houſe was re- 
compenced wi.h Gods blefſhng vpon his houſe to 


ſecond 


or haife reward ton lcantic and balfe obedience. Thus | . 


the fourth generation; anſwcrable to hiscurſein the | 


| C0 : 


Eſay 14-24,15. 


————. I. 


428 


| The deceitfulneſſe of mans bears. | 


* C——— 


- Efay 37. 


ſecond Commandement, vpon the wicked, tothe | 
fourth generation,as in/ora»r,whoſe poſterity is not 
remembred till the fourth Generation, inthe Gene- | 
alogic. Hatth.1. But yet becauſe 7chues obedience 
was not {incere, it was not rewarded fo as is true 
obedience, whoſe reward is farre aboue the puniſh- | 
ment, cuen te athouſand gencrations. So that cuen | 
in rewards,as well as in puniſhments, God will pur 
a difference betwixran 1ſraciire and an e<Fgyprian : 
chat as Gods Children are nor ſmitten fo as their 
ſmiters the wicked, becauſe their diſobedience is not | 
ſo full as the wicked, therefore they haue but halfe 
2 puniſhment: So the wicked are nor rewatdcd as 
are the godly; becauſe their.obedience is not ſo 

crfe& and compleate , therefore they hauc bur 

alfea reward, anſwerable to their halfc obedience. 
Againe , Hypocrites giue God an outward obedi- 
ence, without che inward aftcaion. So God pics | 
them his externall bencfirts, but withoutany hearty | 
love or affection vnto them, Looke how they ſcucr 
their h-arts fromGod in their ebedtewce,lo doth God 
bis from them in this benefirs. Soeucn, and c<quall is 
the retribution of diuine iuſtice. 

TheY fe. Firſt, againſt the Papiſts vrging their do- 
Arine of Merit our of this and ſuch like places: but 
here we ſee, all che Propherreacheth is a proportion 

 betwixt our workesand wages, berwixr our paines 
and pay, thatis, betwixt that wee doc, and that wee 
recciue. And therefore hce maketh our workesto 
 bethe rule, not the canſe of thereward. Therule is 
not the cauſe ofthe linedrawneby it, Neicher doth 


God here fay, that I may giue to euery man for, but 


= accor- 
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according to his workes. Surely if good workes, as 
they teach, ſhould be meritorious, thea asitis va- 
iaſtice in man-to detaine the labouring mans wa- 


ges when his worke is done: ſo alſo ſhouldit bee in 


God, if hee did not preſently recompen:e euery 
good worke of his ſeruants,as loone as ic were done. 
And as the hire ot the Labonrcrs detained, cryeth 
againſt the couetous Oppreſlours, ſoby like reaſon 
{hould thereward of our obcdience , ſo long ofcen- 
times deferred, cry againſt God, Eucn this onear- 
gument is enough co ouerthrow merit : Gods ſlow- 
neſſeasit were in rewarding his childrens ſeruices, 
and that libertic which hee taketh ro himſelfe for 
the times of the reward. And therefore heere hee 
faith ; That I may giue to eucry man according to 
his workes , without making any mention of the 
time when, leauing himſclfe free for that. Vee (ce 
chat in paying of wages to our ſcruants, wee limit 
our ſelues to ſer times, as to the quarters, or halfe 
yeeres end, becaule it isa matter of deſert : bur in 
our pifts and gratuicies, wee-doe not fo tie our 
ſelues, but giue them when weethinke good. And 
if there wereany ſuch wortbineſle in our workes, 
what ncede then thar m3deſtic of the holy men in 
Scriptures, who when they weredelired their faith- 
full ſeruice, migint bee remembred with Gods re- 
ward, haue withalldeſfired it might bee remembred 
with Gods forgiueneſle? as Nehemiah, Remember me 
O-my Ge, concerning this and pardon me,according io 
thy great mercie, Our beſt workes then need forgi- 
uings, and that which necdes forgiuing, meritsnot 


| 
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gaining, Our Sauiour when hee would haue vs _ 
| aily 
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] Thinke you ener of the thornes and thiltles of co- 


daily bread, as en7 bread, duc to our obedience by | 
Gods promiſe, then withall he would haue vs craue | 
forgiuenefle, for the want of that our obedience, | 
and roadde vnto; Gine vs this day onr daily bread | 
And forgine vs onr treſpaſſes, Secondly, againſt our 
looſe profeſſours, promiſing to themſelues, though 
liuing, andlyingin their (innes, the reward of glo- 
rie. No, as thou ſoweſt thou mutt reape, and as 
thou breweſt thou muſt dricke, If rbou ſowe tares, 
neucr looke to reape Wheare. If thou brew with 
Crabbes, neucr looke to drinke milde Beere. As 
our Sauiour comparing the man to a tree , the 
workesto the fruits, ſayes, Canmen gather figges of 
thornes, grapes of 1hifHes? ſocomparing our workes 
to trees, their rewards to the fruits, ſay the like : 


uetouſncſle, pide, vncleanneſſe, blaſphemie, ſwea- 
ring, prophanacion of the Sabaoths, euerto gather | 
the ſweet figges, or pleaſant grapes of glory, and 
bappincſſe ? Will this gall and wormewood cuer 
make pleaſant drinke? Will theſe wilde and fowre 
grapes eucr yceld ſweet wine? O that weecould ſe- 
riouſly lay this to heart, that wee muſt all appeare 
before Chriſt, to receiue according to that which 
here wee hauedone, whether good or cuill, that hee 
that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the l:(h reape cor» 
ruption, and hethart ſowcth ofthe ſpirir, ſhall ofthe 
ſpirit reape life everlaſting. Then would wee begin | 
preſently to reaſon with our ſclues. Alas bow poore, | 
how barren am [ in good workes, how fruitful in | 
111? Is it true indeed that according to the qualitie of | 
our workes.wee ſhall bee iudged? Alas, what other | 
| workes | 
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'workes of death and darknefſe? If theſe had the 
promiſe of reward , then were my caſe good. Exa- 
= thy heart my brother, and thinke with thy 
felfe: Thus long have 1 liued , but what good haue 
[ donecither ro my ſclfe, or others? Where are my 
Prayers, Faſtings, Humiliations , Meditations, 
well-ſpent Saboaths , well-goucrned children and 
ſeruants ? Where arc the workes of mercie to my 
brethrens, either ſoules,in holy admonition, repre- 
henſion, exhortation; or bodies , in miniſtring re- 
liefe to their neceflitics? How can Ilooke for the 
pennie., that haue ſtood idleinthe Marketplace all 
[the day long?for checrowne, that refuſed to runne? 
{fora good cropof Harueſt, that wouid not ſowe in 
ſcede time ?: Let vs no lonper deceiue our ſelues, 
{ That which Sz/o-m90n ſpeaketh of ſloath in the 
things of this life, is true alſo of (pirituall ſloath. 
Hee that being ſloachfull in Winter will not glowe, 
ſhall beggein Suminer, and hauc nothing; as wee 
may ſce in the rich glutton begging water of ZaF4- 
rs to coole tis tongue, and ia the fooliſh Virgins, 
begging oyle of the wiſe. It were madnefle ro ſecke 
for ſhes in Woods, for Apples and Peares 1n the 
Seas. But whar madncſle to ſecke Heauen in Hell, 
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in well doing, Rew.2.7. If thou gocabour to ſeeke: 
Gods Kingdome,ſecke Gods righteouſnes. So lecke | 
it, and find it, Otherwiſe thou doefſt but take a gre |. 
deale' of paines to goe to Hell. If thou pray #hy } 
kirgdome come, pray alſo ihy will bes done. Gods 
will muſt be done of thee, beforc his Kingdome can 
come to thee. I 11. Sincethe degrees of glory here- 
after ſhall bee according to the degrees ot grace- 
hecre, it-muſt teach vs , if wee would then ſhine in 
glory, now to ſhine in grace. Naturally weeaffe& 
preeminence, and precedencie in all things. Take 
the aduantage ofthis thy corruption,to ſhake offall 
ſpirituallſloath, vſc itasa goadein thy (ide to make 
thee ſweat againe in Gods worke. Double paines 
(hall bring thee double p!cafure, double diligence, 
double delight, double holincfle, double honour: 
who would bec a common ſtone in the building, 
when hee might be a pillar? who would be adoore-! 
keeper, or porterin a houſe, when hee might beca 
| Reward? I'V. Looke we tothe whole courſe of our 
lives. God rewards: not according to our good , or 
euill worke, but according to our workes, to the or- 
dinary courſe of them. One evill worke {hall:not 
preiudice thee, who walketh in theordinary track of 
good workes; nor contrarily, one good worke (hall 
not profitthee, who makeſt an ordinary trade of do- 
ingevill workes. V. This muſt reach vs, faithfully 
to walke before the Lordin the diſcharge of our ſe- 
uerall callings, without any carking care, or diſtruſt- 
full thought-taking for.any of the comforts of this | 
like.. Allthe caresthat belongsto vs, is bow rodoe 
our work well. Thecarcof the reward of our works | 
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il] looke farre better to reward our wotke, And this 
1s that which our Sautour teacheth ; When to thoſe 


—_— 


not bee-'wanting. Oh then that inſtead of taking 
.thought bow to get this or that good thing promi- 
ſed, wee could once rake thought how to doc this'or 
thargood thing commanded, and fo doing our du- 


| he rewards euery man according to his workes.Our 
: Sauiour forbidding his Diſciples oucr-diligent care 
in proviſion oftheſe outward things, not to gather 
ſilver or gold, giues this as a reaſon why helo forbids 
them, The labourer i worthy of hs wages. The force 
of which argument conſiſts in this doArine of Gods 
inſtice in rewarding well that which is done well, 
: For the Diſciples might obieR. True, the labourer 
: is worthy of his wages , but the vnrhankfull world 
| js yn worthy of ourlabours; for it detaines the: wa- 
| ges dueto our labours. | wi2 ls | 
; Therefore this ſpecch of Chrift is founded vpon 
. this holy juſtice of God, that cannot whatſocuer be 
che vnkindnefſeand iniuſtice of the world, ſuffer good 
| ſeruices to goe vnrecompenced; It is therefore as if 
; he had ſaid : Mind you the wotke of your Miniſterie, 


* 
- 


: ler your onely care be how to fulfiltit, Doe notdif- 
| grace God fo much as' to trouble your-ſelues with 
the thoughts of yourmiaintenance , as'though God 


tie, ceft vpon God inthe beliefe of this doAtine; thar | 


'is Gods, Looke we well to docour worke,and God |. 


; whinings, what ſhall we eate, what ſhall we put on? hee | 
| oppeſeth a contrary care of ſeeking Gods kingdome, | 
'and righteouſncile : for then, if they would take care; || 
to worke the wotk of God, the reward of God ſhould |: 


A. 3 


\-wereſo vniuſt, as not to giue good wages togood 
- Ff workmen | 


Math-10; 
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| workemen. V b, Here. is. greas varietigof comfare,, 

Firft , arc thou diſcouraged with-meanencile of thy 
good works? Thoy artna Preacher ta convert ſoules, 
' norich-man to giuealmes , to build Colledges, &c. 
: buzonely a paore ſcruant, keeping lheepe, going to 
Plough, &c. Here for: thy comfort remember that | 
God:rewards euery one according to his workes, 
without makingany curious choice of workes. But 
. as beewill punjththe jeaſt cuill worke, even an idlc 
; word, UMeith.i2,ſo will hee much morereward the 
leaſt good worke, eucn aicup of cold water, Majth. 10. 
; eating not onelyof our honey , buteuen of our ho. | 
| ney-combe, Cant.5.1 for bis mercic to vsis greater 
' then bis 1wſtice, Yea, at the laſt day: noticewill bee | 
| taken of inferiour ſortsof workes, a9 giuing a peece 
of bread, or a pecce of cloth ; when works farre mare | 
glorious, as Preaching, praying, martyrdomc,arenot 
named, yet theſe are mentioned, Matth.25. Neither is | 
this withoutreaſon, forthe baſenefle, orthe meane- 
neſle of the macter , doth eſpecially ſhew theskill of 
the workeman, For: where the matter is excellent, 
therceitkendeth ſfomchelpe to the- wotkman, where |' 
it is otherwiſe, there no:Hting bur the bare and. na- |: 
| ked cunningand artifice of the workeman is to bee |; 
ſcene; We will not ſo wonder at him that. maketh a. || 
good Imageof-gold;, asat himtharmaketh-as good. 
of meaner matter; Lo-to-ſee: zeale-, fairh, loue, in 
| preaching the-word, in governingaKingdome, and || 
fuchiike workes,, isnot:ſo admirable, as in the paore 
and: ſeruile offices: of vadezlings: ,, as in keeping. of 
ſheeps, ſweeping thehouſe, &c. Secondly, Art thou 
troubled atthe worlds vniuſt & prepoſterous _ 

ing þ: 
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| ding workes, iuftifying the wicked, condemnin g 
| the godly, recompencing 79hns preaching with rhe 
priſon, Herodias Daughners dancing with the pro- 
mile of halfe a kingdome, {fo thar,as Cz/ar once ſaid, 
It were better to be Herods Swine then Soxne , becauſe 
hekilled his fonne in that maſſacre of Ber#/zm, when 
bis Sow was ſpared: ſo thou likewiſethinkeſt,thou | 
mayeſt as well ſay,1{; were better to be Herods Minſtrel 
| then Minifer, Player they Preacher, Dancer then Do- 
| or, becauſe of the Minions dancing recompenced 
with his Preachers head.)comfort yer thy ſelfe with 
| this, that God one day will deale otherwiſe, nay let 
] this peruerſe iudgement of the world be an aſſarance 
{ rothee, that there maſt needs be a Jay ofGods righ- 
| reous [adgments. It is true, we may fay tothe wotld 


} among you, for which doe yee ſlone me? yetler vs not 
| waxe wearic, though after our ſowing, Rtormes and 
rempelts, and che pinching cold of Winter doe fol- 
low, for in due time wee ſhall reape, if wee faint not. 
'God is nor vnrighteous to forget the labour of his 
| ſeruants. There are foure kinds of rewards: firſt, of 
'Sood for good: ſecondly ,ofeuill for evill: thirdiy,of 
bood for cuill: fourthly,of euil for good;the two fot- 
4 merarethe rewards of iuſtice,the third of mercy,the 
1 laſt of in-juſtice, 3nd therefore is hot incident to 
} God. God forbid then that anyſhovld ſay with tholſc 
} in Malachy; 1t & in vaine to ſerxe the Lord Heatethou 
| God ſaying, Behold 1 come quickly , and my reward 
1 withme. When cAfyrdccay —_ a worthy 
1 ſcruiceto Cd4haſharrofſh, inrthediſcourry of adavge« 


Se .. 
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} as Chriſt cothe lewes : Many good workes hane I done | 


| rous reaſon, he had not hisreward preſently go 
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Malachie 3, 


| yet his ſeruice wasregiſtred, and ſo afterward when 


| compenced. So Aalechie teacheth vs,that there arc 
'| Bookes of remembrance written for them thar fear« 
| the Lord: Inthemall our good workes are inrolled. 
'{ Ourlabourthen {hall not bee loſt : Not ſo much as 
| our teares but they are botled. Men may forget vs, 
| as Pharaoh did 1oſeph, Exoarus 1. and the Sechemite, 
\ Gedeon, Indg.g.19. but God will not. Our reward 1s 


i. 


| required, withanhaoneſt heart, ifthere follow ne ſuc- 


St ——— 


 pagicnt.. For now vnto thy 4&:ze obedience in wel- 


\ | double obedience muſt needs haue more then afin- ' 


the King looked vpon the records,it was royally ru. 


ſure, crhough not ſq ſpeedic, as wee deſire : God here 
allures vs of reward; the time hee determines not. 
3-Doth ittrouble thee, thar chy good workes worke. 
notthat good thou. delireſt ? Remember that God 
rewards vs according to #r workes, notaccording. 
to bis owne worke. Now the ſuccefſe of our workes is 


-that which belongs to thee, to performe the dutie. 
ces thou art neuer the worle worker. The good Qra-. 
toralwaies perſwades not,the goodCaptainalwaics' 
ouercomes not, the good Phyſician alwayes heales 
nor, the good Preacher alwaycs-conuerts not, It is 
enough ifchou-dberhat which lies in thee: Thep | 
whatſoeuer thy ſacceſſebee on earth, ſmall or great, ' 
the ſacceſſt,the greater [hallbe the reward, ſo thou be : 
-doing, thou addeſt psſinc in patient-luffering ; and: 


glercward..g. Artthou gricucdat vacomely lights, 


his worke, not 9wrs. Doe thou thy endeuour ro doc | 


—— * 
_ 3 


} 


aſſuredly thy reward is great in heanen. Nay,the leſlc | 


 þro-ſeeferuantsonhorle-back & Princes walking on | 


-foort Toſee ſerugnts to haue rule ouer Princes, that ' 
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is, the wicked flouriſhing in their pompe and pride, 
to tyrannizeoutr the godly? Doſtthou fee the whip 
which is moſt feemely torthe fooles backe, 19 be held 
in bi hand, to afflitthe backes of others ? Doſt thou 
ſee thar Aiſles:in Read of-a halter ; are ſer our with 
goldentridles? Aretheſe things pricks in thine eyes, 
as oncein Danias ? Comfort thy ſelic in the medita- 
tion of this Dof@rine: Grudpe not that the wicked 
are rewarded according-to-their workes. Grudge 
not, their externall. obedience proportionable re- 


ward inthe outward things of this Ife : God herein 


docs no otherwiſe, then as ſemetimes noble Cap. 
taines, who haue honoured their encmics, when they 
hauc fought valiantly , ro put ſome fpirit into their 
owne Suuldiers ; orthen ſometimes Parents doe.re- 
warding ther ſcruants diligence , and dutifulneſle, 
thereby to proucke their owne children. So [honldeſt 


thou interpret Gods temporal! rewards giuen to: 


the vnſound obedience of the wicked , his encmies, 
his ſlaues, as a ſpurre hee puts into thy fide his one 
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Diſſembling exil/ prattices vnder plauſible pretences.. 13-14 


Difſcmbling of our evils till onr ends obtained... 
Difſembling /nne communied. 


Diſſembling of our re/igion, profeſiion, and grace. 


I7.-I8.19 
20.21 
25 


Diflimulation of enil/zs wot ſo bad as diſimnlationof goed, 26 
How a man doth Diſlerble enif!, end counterfeit wickedneſſe. 27 


Sobtill Diſtinfions 79 colopy finne. 


Temporarie Faith en vnſonnd Faith 


= 


\ 
« 
3 


176 


In caſes Doubtfull zake rhe ſure ſit... 224. 
Þ, Quivocarion ,4 tricke of tbe Denils. Page 22 
- Equiugcation ofthe 1:ſnits worſe rhen the Denils,, 21.22 | 
Nomant ſo ftraighted betweene two Euils 4s that onemnſt be com- 
- mitted. | WO 
| Examination ef :he heart, why needfull,” 367 
| Examination, 4 9:eaues 18 (inceritic.. 395 
Examples of :be godlies fals, no excuſe for ſinne. - 147 
-Examples of S»periog75, no warrant for. ſinne.. . 168 | 
| Excuſing andextenuating of {inve..._ 144. 
1198 | F 
| F Aith of the Libertine falſe in two things... Page 63.64. 
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Faiths /pplication, See Application, Page: 
Falſe and true Faith, how they differ. 73 
Faith wort withont conflicts, 73 
Faith heh two hands. 74 
Faith belceves againſt ſenſe. ”; 
Faith « means of ſinceritie, 397 
Fals of the Saivts reach fearerather thew boldreſſe to ſin, 147.148 
How we ſhonld beare other mens faults. | 46 
Ficklencſle in good. 268 
The Fleſh no excuſe for ſinne. 151: 
Fornication more thane iricke of youth. 85 
D angerowus in ſome kind to be too forward in Religion, 86.87 
G 
G Od of himſclfe, and onely, knowes the heart. Page 399 
Three reaſons thereef+ 403 | 
Godlincſle no: ſo painful in the pradiice, as ſine. 247 
A little good, will not priuiledge ws tocommit enill. 206 
Not to doe good is to doeenill, 238 
MA leſſe good may not inſte out a greater. 289 
Good may not be neglefted for auoiding of eaill, 234 
Carnalt Goſpellers. See Libertines. 
1 Grace brookes not the feliowſhip of ſinne. 216 
| According to the meaſure of Grace ſhall be the meaſure of glorie. 
424 
Griefe for other mens ſinnes 4 note of ſinceritie. 355] 
H | 
=_ Atred whether of the finne or per ſon how to be diſcerned. 299 
Long Hatre, ; 223 
| fn honeft Heart, what, 347.349. 
CA ſigne of ſinceritic. ibid. 
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<A god Heart makes ihe. arffcrence betweene an Hypecrite ana a |. 
ſound Chriſtian. GENE TRI Urk 01914 Page 130 

Wandring of the Heart in Prayer. E 271 
Tobe deliuered wp to our owne Heart, worſe then to be delinered vp 


80 Satan, © | 313 
The Heart of man, how eaill, 314 
All enill-comes out of the Heart, © ' 316 | 
Heart of man, how hard to be ſearched. 323 | 
' Sewer meanes 30 diſconer the Heart, | - 328 
\ Heart 29ſt be 1he firſt in the prattice of Repentamee. 320 
| 4 good worke is eſteemed according 10:the goodneſſe of the Heart. 
i: | 414 
| 4 good Heart then ſeene when ontward helpes al ſent. 339 

Heauen 01 29 be looked for ſo long as wearein ſinne. 430.431 
 Heretiques, #heir practice in ſpreading their Hereſies. 294 

Hiding of anne. See Shifts. 

Hope of an after amends, no excuſe for ſinne. 209 | 

Humiliation 4 weaves of ſincerimme, 396 


| Humilitie 4 note of ſincer:tie. 344 | 
Hypocrites make ſhew of that erace which they hae not. 28-/ 
Hypocrites o#:wardly may goe « farre,if not further then the beſt. 
| Chriftian. , 29.11 
Hypocrites may ſuffer Martyrdome, 30.119} 
| The beſt uncaſmg of the Hypocrite i ro vncaſe himſelfe, 35 
| 4p Hypocnte thinkes not himſelfe ſo bad as he s. 39 
herein the Hypocrite i oat-ftript by the ſound Chriſtian, 130 


| Hypocriſic and Pride goe ener together, 344 * 

Hypocriſie 1he bane of all grace. 37c4371 ; 
| Hypocrifie ow great apd how vile a fnme. 3841 
1 Hypocriſic in amen. LET Y$4 


I dolatric, d 
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' T Dolatrie, 1he leaſt occaſions of it tobe ansided. Page 188 |: - 

'E{pnorance, no excuſe for ſinne. 148 
In the vſe of things [ndifferent, we muſt bc warie. I98 

Things Indifferent are lemited in their wſe. | 234 

 {nfirmities cured and conered by finceritie, See Sinceritie. 

Good Intentions no warrant for our ations. 138 
ſoy falſe diſconered. 77 | 
Trae loy flirong : andthe ſtrength of it in threethings, 79 
How one may know whether his Toy in ontwardihines , beeinthim || 

onely as they are pledges of Gods line. 1: 
How one may know whether hee Toy in Gods graces in his Brethren 
for themſelues. . | 302 

| Better 10 be dectined in Judging 100 ill, then too well of onr ſelues. | 

9.50 
Comfort againſt the Wozlas peruerſe [udgement. : 409 
K | 
KR Nowledge may bee in temporarie beleeners in a great meaſure, 
Page 69 

Knowledgeof 1:mporarie beleeners differs fFom the Knowledge | 
"" of true beleeners in three things. 4.4.2 on 
| 'Þ _ 
H V mane Lawes !o/eration, no tuſtification for finne: Page 217 

Libertines cenſured. et: I 

Light of Nature no good rule to malke by, 137 

Loue muſt be of mens perſons, not their goods, &+c 296 
How it may be diſcerned. 297 

| Sporting Lic cenſured, 141 

| Equall carriage of our Life aw argument of ſinceritie , and the com- 

| iraricof hypocriſce. 337 
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TFT He Meane hard to be hit. Page 277 
| Hard to be kept. 285 
Meanes muſt not be ſeparated from the endin fpiritadll things. 254 


Trafting i» Mcancs. See Confidence. 
Good Meanings. See Intentions, 


Goas Mercic not to be preſumed vpon in ſinning. 201.203 
Merit confuted. 426 
Miniſters «boue al ſhould be ſincere. 385 
Maderation in inning no toller ation for ſinne. ais 
Motions of Gods Spirit not tobe neglected. 364 
N 
N® mans Necd and Neccflitie layes 4 Neceſhirie of ſinnewpon 
him, | Page 202 
Nos Necellitic 6etweene two enils to doc one. 212 
0 | - 
(QPÞedicnce falſe, diſconered. Pageti1x 
T hree notes of true Obedience. | JII.115.118 
' Hypocriticall Obedience « not without a reward. 4.27 
Outward Occaſions of ſinne noexcuſe for ſinne. 163 
|] Occaſions, trials of owr hearts. | 341 
Preſent Occaſions 10 be laid hold on. 290 
Originall ſinxe. See SinneL, 
> E P 
P Arents mui? han care ts educationef their Children. Page 318 
>. Thegreate#t Perfetioninthis lifes, 374 
Perſecutions how they may be ſuffered. - | 12T 
| Nexther Pleaſure nor Profit in finite. | | 248 
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in this Treatiſe. :t- | 


Pouertie yo hinderance to grace and pietic. 


Pridesf Nature, how to take is downe. - 6f * "5x6 
Pride argues an ignorance of our patural{ eftate. 325]: 
Profeſſion without obedience differenceth vs not from PAgans. 63 | 
Proud perſons, whom they be. . 183 | 
Promiſes made 19 God, how foone forgotten. . 257-258 
Promiſes in affliction, forgetteni in peace... | 260 
SI a iriall of our bearts... 332| 
Fro eritie 10re dangerom then effliition. 333 
nctitic « frowger tempration then adutrſiiiee.. 3354336 
| of God particular. . -: 4231 
Farietic of Gods Puniſhments, - 419 
Greater ſinries hane greater Punilhments. 424 
The nature of the Puniſhment /s according 10 the natare of les 
ſinne. 426 | 
J | Topper falſe, Fry page 107 
T 0 reiOyCe 48 other mens graces, 4 neteof finceritie. - 355 
NegatineRcligion. 238 
| Repentance falſe, diſconered.. - $0 
| Repentance 707 to be deferred. 239 
The right order in the praitice of Repentance. .. 319.320 
'|Reprehenfion, /onc of it afigme of ſinceritic. - "352 
Reſtraint of /inme argues not the abſence of it... .. 42 
Reſtraint #f ſinne & not Reformation, . Io7 
Reſtrained YFi/l will breake out at-lafh. .. 20 
God hath an infinite treaſarit of Rewards, :- 419 
Temporal Rewards areginento Hypocrites obedience.,c. 427 
Reward implies ne merit. . 428 
Comfort againſt the worlds partiality in diſpenſing of Rewards. 435 
Riches voable infituments of Vering.. 2 $2453 
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Palygamie of the Patriarches, what 10 thinkeof it, page-144 | 
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Rte make many thinke themſelues happie. 51] 
Reaſons why Riches carne: wake men hoppie $2.53-| 
Shah cf Rome #n her colours, 16.17} 
| $ 
ge Criptures, that they are of God. Page 403. 
Sequritie after good daries derfermed. 287 
Seucritic againſt or owne ſinncs a frene of Sinceritie. 353 
Seuc ritie againſt ſuch perſons ſinesto whom wee are bound by any. 
-eu!ward reſpects, a note of Sl Inceritic.” 354; 
( Tbree Ghifrs 10 hide fanne bye. oO: « 2313"SL2% | 
| Shirts !0 an07d good datics, LOIN | 235-236 
Sinceritic, ffuc x0:es of it, | 344 
LA ſpecialld: ifference betweene Siticeriti Jar? H Hypoerif be. 949! 
Elenenc Moines i Sincerive, - 21”. * 369 
Fore meanes of Sinccritic. | 392 
No Sinne ſmall, 185;| 
Greater danger cfien inleſſer Si innes, - SES Et il 
Sinne 75 of enincroxching natare.” CRETE ENTS 7 
Z#tyle- Sinnes yeelded vmio bring v5on to greater, ' & Ig3. 
Sinne, thongh (weet inthe beginning, pet bitter inthe end.” '- 200 
| 149.250 
T #Sinne vpontriall not fafe. | ITS 7" 
Originall Sinne the ſeminarieof af PAR 0 445315 
- 1t inclines vs 10 thewjleft fines. ibid. 
Original Sinne vninerſall,. 314. 
Sorrow for Sinne falſe, dfemercds tn. 29 141! hg 
Fopre properties of godly $ orrow.. 91.94. 
Godly Sorrow diſcerned ffom worldly in two tus 303 
Sorrow, how knowne whether rh the pckas puck 87 0nr owne prinate 
reſbelts,* 5: \ bd | 
| _= of God nor raloge alike Goth Children. 269 


= FF the chiefe things Þ 


> 7 < s 
* Crain —_— i 


4 


Suceeſle 


TY = * <eM 


UMI 


f FEST 8 Py! wo I of agoodattion, Ry 1 43.143 5. 
| Ns Succelle to be /ookr for vponinſy f ficient groundt.,” - M '2 56 [1-4 
| Superiours. See Commandement. | "3 
Su A creepes ow, and growes by degrees. . WW as + 
Ta .beazer deferibed.. hag ow I ak 
Temptations, #ar hearts are treacheroms in How, 289}. 
The Denils temptations excuſe not fi inng. See Deaill, . | : 
Thought xor free, | 138 
Good and euillthaughts are good and enill :workgrin ac 412 
Good Thoughts, not goodin Prayer.  £ 288 
Tithes tobe paid by thoſe wheſe Loods by Lay are not Titheable. 
. 217} 
\ 4 bad Tongue #4 ſigneof a tadbeart. © © (BY 
Tranſlation of ſinme wpon other thinghand,perſoms,. A 
Truſt, none 70 te given carnal! man. 
OW Times zo warrant 30 {inne, . . Woe - 2 
: I "> VF - TR ” | 
Aine-glotic at Hypocrijes onworke. Page 344-345 
\ViRoric ag «ini Sazamy bow 1 jo hes ones.” 313 
Vnprofitableneſlc, by theBros go #en thanfolncs 49 
| Vſuric. . ag 221; 
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F Alking in Gods preſence ameanes of ſuncerities © 39% 
Wandring of the heart in prayer, See Heart,» _ _ | 
MET pvegfulis places of laſſe danger, & well a inplaces 
of greater danger, Str. 01 
Watchfulneſle 0ver oar hearts, and hows *: a RES, 4h 357] 
Via, 6 how taken in Seriphares | "d,e Þ 
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| Of Selte-Deceiuing, 
A DISCOVRSE 


_ 


THE | 


MYSTER 
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and diſcouery of the Deceitfulneſſe 
of MANS HEART. 


IWritten by the late faithful Miniſter of 
Gods Word DANIEL DrYxs, Batchelor 


in Divinirtie. 


Publiſhed fince his death, by his Brother 1. D. 


Miniſter of Gods Worp, 


And now by him augmented and inlarged, and there- 
ynto two exquifite TapLEs added ; enlightcaing 
nuch the whole TREATISE. 


IEREM. I7. 9. 
The Heart u deceitful aboue all things : Who can know at? © 


P$SAL. 19.12, 
Who knoweth the errours of hu life * Lord clenſe me. 
from my ſecret faults, 
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AT LONDON, 
Printed by W11.L1aM STANSS y, and areto bee ſold by 


Richard Hig genbotham, in Pauls Church-yard , ar the figne ; 
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TO THE RIGHT 
HONOVRABLE AND 


| MOST VERTVOVS LADY, 
the Lady Lv c1z, Counteſlc 


of BEDF0RD, 


| SS RIGHT HONOFRABLE. 


T was an ancient conſtitution 1 Tſracl, 
that a Brother dying without iflue,, the 
next brother ſhould doe the office of a 
Kinſman, and riſe yp feede to his bro- 
ther deceaſed,to contue his name, that 
: =) it might nor bce put out of Iſracl. The 
HBSS wxk-—-_ Lord haujng not.long fince taken our of 
h:s Vineyard a fairhfull labourer , and trom my ſelfe a lo- 
uirg and deate B: other, 1 thought that in ſome manner thc 
equirieof his conſtitution, now antiquated and abol ſhed. 
did ay hoid vron mee, And that be r:g the next brother, 
I vas to doe the cfhice of a bt other, to continue, and eter - 
nize his bieſſcd wemoriall in Gods Church , by brineung 
to lipht th s preſcor Treatiſe, Hee himſclfe whileft Hee li. 
ved wreoteit, and had perfecd it before his death : 1 hauc 
but onrcly raiſed jt out of his priverc fludietothe publike 
vicot Ged Church. Thechilar n ſaid Herckiab, are come 
ro the birth, and there is no ſtrength to F- 11g forth. Thus it 
fared with this Au hor, Hee had fir:ſhed and perfeQed 
this worke, and Frovghe jt eun ro the birth, bur there wor 
no time to bring it fo:th, Ged prevemtivg him, and ty hi 
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| Zacharins cur 


(| vjur 208 pots- 


1; ſeripſats 
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| Acbe. Ito 
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| Heb. 7:7« 


Pro. 32.3. 


Ft libri titulus 

eſt ingentts cue- 

| tufſdam elle: te 
bre ad l:gen- 

dum ſirigius; 

quippe nepre- 
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of ir. Such'is the Argument of this worke, of ſuch ſpeciall 


death,b:inging him to the end of h:s faith, (his tran{laci- 
on into the Heauens) before he came co bring this work< to 
che en of 115 deſire, (the publicacion the: cot to the b-ne- 
fic of Gods Church :) I thought ir grea: pitrygthar ſo hope. 
fall an iſſue ſhouto periſhfor want of a little helpe in the 
birch. And 1 thoag ht with all incaſe of my neglizence, or 
ceiuſill oft; b otherly office, how iuftly I might haue de- 
l<ru2d the igno.nimous ce. -mony of the {pittie in my face. 


| Hereupon I willingly performed this taske, of peruſing and 


2ttizg forth of this Treatiſe. Zachary when he could 16t 
(peake, he wrote: So I defired that his pen might make ſome 
{1oply of th- want of h:'s tong'1e;that as Abel by his fatth,fo 
he by his worke-, herng dead might yet ſpeake. 

Thus in briefe hach your Ladiſhip , the ceaſon of my pre- 
ſent enJeauou:s, 

For me to ſy my thing in commenJation of this worke 
i not happily fo ficting + Tr being bo-h hard for one brother 
:0 coinmend another without boaſting , and the younger 


and inferiour his comm?nJation adding littlecredit or grace 


to the worke of his elHer and { ;periour, For, as the eſſe is 
bl:ſſed, ſo wo nravſed of the greate-: I meaneth-refore 
hec-ein ro ber ſpiring, Inel! this; I will but as the wid- 
Jow:s, which ſhw 'd Pet-r the coates and g-rments which 


Dorcas made, while ſhee was with them. So oncly will F 


ſhe:v, an1ſerfo-h ſome part of his labours which he p:r- 
formed whil-ft he was with vss «And let his owne workes 
praiſe him in the gate, Ad ſurely thts worke will doe it, 
if erhe; Matter, or Manner , Argumenyor Art wi'l doeit, 

The ater and1 argument ofit, is ſuch as yet handled at 
large by none before him that T know of, 


And beſides it is excellent by reaſon of the dayly vſc which | 


occurres in praQtiſe, $5 that of the title and argument of 


| this Booke may I ſay, as Ge/5m ſpezke: of a good tiile 


which Afelliſſus hid giuen to a booke of his owne which 
it ſeeme | ſcarce deſerned it: That the very Title had a 
great a'uring and entifing force to draw men to the reading 
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of impoſture.This point is worthy our beſt wirs, and knows 
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vſc inourpraftiſe, that it may caſily perſwade any, both to 
read,and ike it, It containes rhe right p93: cmav}Þy, the art of 
knowing 3 mans ſelfe ; it diſcouers vnto ys the infinitely in- 
tricare windings, an4 turnings of the darke Labyrinths o: 
mans hart. Indeed ofcentimes ihe diſcoueries of couſenages, 
and deceits in the world, make many , before honclitly ig- 
norant,to turue couſeners and decceiuers : Bur heere needes 
no ſuch feare, for here we are taught no new decest or cox- 
ſening trickes, which yet wee pfactiſe not, but rather are 
conuinced of that couſenage, with which we decciue our 
owne ſolues, and yet will not be boren downe to be guilty 


—l_ 


ledge. That Heathen Philoſopher neuer thought himſelfe 
to begin to know Philoſophy, till hee began to know him- 
ſelfr : But ſurely we neucr begin toknow Dizinitie or Re- 


ligion, till we come to know our ſelnes : our ſelues we can- 
n.: know, till we know our hearts, I, but our hearts are de. 
ceitfull aboue all things; who can know them? They who 
with dil1gence ſhall peruſe this prejent Treatiſe, ſhall with 
Gods bleſſing be able in ſome good meaſure to know them. 
Here ſhall they find that dangerous Art of Sel/fe-Sophs/try 
diſplayed , by which millions of foules are inwrapped in the 
ſnares of Sathan : And ſo by ſeeing their ſelfe-deceit ſhall 
come to their ſelfe-knowledge. A knowledge nzuer more 
negle&ed, Tr nemo in ſeſe terra? drſtendere , nemo, Mn 
care not for kn»wing themſclues, who arc oftentimes too- 
too curiouſly greedy of knowing 4ll chings elſe ; Being 
heerein like to fooliſh traucllers, that louec to trauell into 
and talke of other ſtravge countries, ftrangers in che meane | 
time, in the ra ities, ſecrets and wonders of cheir owne. As 
for the Art, and manner of handling this argument in this 
Treatiſe, I leaue it to the Readers iudgement , aduenturing 
notwithſtanding my ſelte co ſay this much, that had this 
Treatiſe but age and antiquity anſwerable to the ſufficien- 
Cie, it ſhould eaſily find anſwerable acceptance. Nothing 
preiudices Writers: more then either mens knowledge of 
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their perſons, or their want of antiquity. May not S_— 
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ſpeake of many of our new writers, as Ge!54 ſpake once of 
2 good ſpeech that Fax9rinus made ? Nonne , faith he,  i4 
2Antiſthenes aut Diogenes dixiſſet , diynum memeria vis 

{num eſſet ? If Diogenes or eAntiſth:nes had but ſpoken 
that which Faworinw did, the ſpeech had gone for halfe an 
Oracle : now happily the morereſpe&leſſe, becauſe from 
Fauorinuz, that was inferiour 1t may be in nothing to Ds. 
genes, but in ſtanding, How many worthy moderne Wri- 
rers amongſt ys are negleQed , onely becauſe moderne? 

X onneſrhac Auguſtinns, aut Chryſoſtemus,c-c, Had but 
eAugnſiine or Chryſoftome, or fome ancient Father wrote 


| them, how had they beene admired, now negle&ed onely | 
becauſeas Bi/dadſpeakes, they are but of yeſterday ? Molt 


mens indgement of Writers is the ſame that of wine, -Lyhe 
$+39. Theold 5 better : Andyet oftentimes the old 15 hard 
and tart,andnearer Vinegar then Wine , when the new is 
ſweet and pleaſant, How many workes of ſomeof the Fa. 
thers, which hauelictle worth elſe in them belides antiqui- 
ty, and thecredit of anancient Fathers name? how would 
we vilifie thoſe ſame things in new, which we ſo magnifie in 
o)de Writers ? I ſpeake it not ro derogate ought from the 
worth of thoſe ancient Worthies and reuerend Sages (I giue 


them all due reuerence andreſpeR) but onely ro meet with | 


that fond humour, which meaſures worth onely by age, 
as if nothing could be good, but that which is old ; and 
from a meane conceit of writers perſons knowne , are rea- 
dy to preiudge their workes ynread and ynknowne. 

But as for your Ladiſhip ; I perſwade my ſelſe, thatyour 
knowledge of the Authorsperſon, parts, and endowments, 
wherewithall God had graced him , will bee the greater 
meanes to win your Honourable acceptance of this worke. 
And ſo much the rather doe preſume ypon your Ladiſhips 
fauour herein, becauſe whilſt this Author liued (out of a loue 
to his graces, and honourable diſpoſition) he entended this 
Worke to hauc beene honoured by the patronage of your 


' wor thy 8 right noble Brother, who now alſo together with 
this Author, is atreſt, ſinging heauenly. Haleluiahs in the 

. preſence of the Lambe. 
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| the Iefſo, whe we haneothers to weep with ys when we weep. 
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DEDICcAToOoRIE, 

Pardon me good Madam, if I renew your gricte with the 
mention & remembrance of fo great a lofſe. Giue vs leaue to 
teſtificourfellow feeling of your ſorrows,Pablike loſſesma 
not paſſe without publike heauines, It is aloſs that yeelds ys 
argument both of great griefe and as great feare, Can ir bea 
ſmal griefe to ſceour (clues depriuedof the yſe& benefit of fo 
mally rarevertucsand honorableinclinations,of ſogreatlear- 
ning,in ſo few ycers,of ſo great grace, holines,and religion in 
ſo yong yeers,as were ſweetly met and combin'd in him?His 
rare endowments,his noble difpoſition,his religious conuer. 
ſation,his hopeful ſeruice to Gods Church & this kingdom 
conſidered, T may ſay of the Church and common-wealth,a 
one Valerins ſpake of {orncli4,in the lofle of her louing Hu. 

band: Corneliam neſcio an faluiorem dixerim quod talem 
virum habuerit, an miſeriorem quod amiſerit : Itis hard to 
ſay whether we were happicr in theenjoyment,or-vnhappier 
in the lofſe of ſuch a perionage. And as in his lofſe there is 
great cauſe of griei, ſo no leſſe of feare, We may gricue that ſo 
great good 15 takenfrom vs,wemay teare, becauſe /ome great 
enill scomming vpon vs: The righteous periſheth, and noman 
confidereth that he is taken away fro the enil! that 1s to come, 
Surely, when good men,eſpecially being great mev,and yong 
men too, arc taken away, it is a fearefull preiage of much-an- 
ger,and euill to come, Tac Lord make vs all wiſe to conſider 
the deaths of fuch men, that the feares of cuill to come, may 
make vs ſceke to auoyd cuill preſent, and make vs prudent in 
the foreſight of the plagues, to hide our ſelues,But yer in the 
mid(t of this grief & feare,your Ladiſhip is nor left altogether 
comfortles. As itis a comfort that God honored your family 
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Val. libs 4:C.6, 


Pft14. 


with ſuchan one, ſo is this alſo none of theleaſt coforts toyou 
rhat you mourn not alone,but haue the harts of all good men 
heauy with-yours.It makes our ioy the greater,tohaue others 
reioyce withvs when we rcioyce : but it makes our ſorrow 


2 Sam.3.33. 


aid Abner [aid Danid, dy as afool!edfo of him it may be ſaid; 
Did he die as an imineriting, as an ignoble perſon ? without 


neuecr - 


tears? without lamentation?I think I may boldly ſpeak it,that | 
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. neuer any of his place, and of his yecres, left morc heauy 


hearts behinde him then he had done. Theſe are miſerable 
griefcs indeed, when others finde matter of ioy in the mat- 
ter of our griefe,and laugh at our teares ; but then may wee 
gricue comfortably, when we ſee others ioyne with ys, and 
take to heart our loſſes, as well as our ſglues. 

I would willingly both inlarge his commendation , and 
our griefe, but theſe require rather a volume then an Epi- 
Rle. And I may ſpeake ofhim,as eA#gu/t:ne of another, ///a 
quidem anima in ſocietate fidelium & caſtrarum recepta, 
landes nec carat, nec quarit humanas imitationem tantum 


querit; Hee Cefires more the imitation then commendati- ' 


en of his vertues ; and the imitation rather of his life , then 
a lamentation for his dearth. 

Yer may I not alrogether paſſe ouer in ſilence his holy 
and religious courſe; which was , to keepe a Catalogue or 
diary of his ſinnes againſt God : and eucry night / or the 
next morning ,to renew the faults of the day paſt : Fuc- 
ry Saboth morning,or night before, to reuiew the faulrs of 
the whole weceke : and at the end of eucry moneth ro ſur- 
uey the whole moneths tranſgreſſion. This did hee dayly, 
weekly,and monthly,thereby the better to humble himſclte 
for his finnes, and renew his practiſe of repentance. And the 


day before the recciuing of the holy Sacrament did alwayes 


vſe to humble himſclfe before the Lo:d withfSſting.prayer, 
and confeſſion, thereby the better to prepare himſcl'e for the 
more worthy and comfortable recetuing of the holy Com- 
munion, 

I ſay nothing of his religious obſeruation of the Sabaoth 
by himſelfe alone, and with his people about him, both be- 
fore andafter the publike Exerciſes, in meditation, reading, 
praycr,and repetitions, His carcfull expenſe of time, his kee- 
ping of ſat houres of ftudy. Thus did ke with good [ofiah, 
while he was yet a childe, ſeche the Lord : By memes of 
which his holv and conſtint courſe in ſecking the Lord , 1n 
few yccres hee became wiſer then his ancients and teachers. 
and preſerued his young ycercs in great honour and reputa- 


tion, 
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tion, free from all the blemiſhes and Raines of youth, not- 
withſtan-1ng rhe manifold occaſions to the contrary 11 re- 
gardof his place and condition, The truth is, the world 
was not worthy of him : His vectues and his graces Were 
fitte- for hexucn,then this imoure earth, 

Let vs now that are behind, turne our griefe info care ; 
: let our care be to fo:low thoſe holy Reps he hath trod before 
| vs. True 1ti: you can ne er reconer his perion,, his graces F 


Wd 2 


oO: may: The g:icfe will bee the leſle for the loffe of his 
perſon, if vou mike a recouery of his graces, Whilett his 
fp1rit is double! vpon your Honor, and his graces ſhall ſure 
uiue in your religious imitation, ſo long we ſhall count him * 

Lung 1 your { If?, | 
And now righ Hononrable, Tintreate you by the loue 
that he bare torhis Author, an i by the loue that you bare 
to his honourable Pacrons , your deceaſed Father and Bro- 
ther (boy. hnow g oc:fied Saint«) to teſtific your loue to this 
ga by your honourable an.] fauourable acceptance of 
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this worke, 

My your Ladiſhip but pleaſe to vouchſafe the reading, |} 
and diligent per 1121 thereof, and I dare preſum?2 vpon as 
much, Thus azT haue x2:/ed this to light, ſo I commen 1 it 
to your Honours patronage and proteCtion: and your Ho- 
| nour to the patronage an protection of the Lord ſus. 
May 5. Epping 1n Eſſex, 


; Your Honours 


in all ſernice, 


Itzza, DYKE. 
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cording to the workes. 


= —— —  — - 
OOO EIS > WG OD —_ ——— —— 


Cnar, TI. 

The Text pence : A Preparation to the Treatiſe foloriag, 
ſewing t'. be Origin: { of the Sine ts decatfuln® -, he 
 difficultie, ans yet the meaurs of knowing ite 


HE Prophet having grieuoully 
menaced the Tewes inthe begin. 
ning of this Chapter ; becauſe he 
law how much they bore them. 
{clues out againſt theſe threar- 


le 
1 


tit his helpez therefore in the 
fift Verſe hce Sch all ſuch as relye vpon man, 
and rake ſh their arme_ : contrarily , bie{ſhng 
ſuch as in es dangers (hroud and ſhelter them- 
lejues vader the Wing of tac Almiphty. 


Rat 


"-- $8 = 442 FVGSU7 nee 


F. Pr 
WHO CA | 


TOO TIEN GEE AE” EEE OE et oats ew, 


a. SS... 


q 


© — 


11085, vpon hope of the e=2yp- | 
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T he aeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 


tution oftheir hearts, may deale with them accor- 


— 


Bur heere the Iewes having #244 a conenant with 
hell and death, would be ready to obiet againſt the 
Prophet ; Whar then 1s all this threatning to.vs ? 
\Veearcnone of thoſe that with- draw their hearts 
from G29. Vſe of meanes dath not preiudice tru{} 
in God: Traſtin God, asircannot ſtand with 2/7 
{1meanes; ſoneither withour@ſc of meanes when 
chey my be? had. Wee repoſe our feluzs on God 
15 muchas thy {:!icorany elſe: and we repaire to 
tne ſecond cauſes, Onely as feruiceable, and ſubardi- 
n2retothe firſt, Therfore as the ſþerrow by wandring, 
and th: ſwallow by fizing, eſcape, lo this thy cauſleſſe 
carſe ſhallnot come : neither are wee ſuch chiidren 
to be skarred with bupſ- words. 

The Prophet therefore in this verſe preventcrh 
chiz obicCtion, and keepeth them from this ttarting 
hole,ſaying, The heart & decertfull;as if be ſhould ſay; 
Flatter not your (clues ina vaine conceit, that you 
with-draw not your heart from God, and ſo Go 
will not with-draw his from you: Nothing more 
ealie then for a man to deceive himſelfe; for the 
heart by reaſon of the great wickedneſle thereof, is 
a bottome-lefſe and rnfarchable pulfe of guile; in 
ſomuch as none can know, not oncly anothers, but 
not his owne heart: The Lord onely hath reſerued 
thisas a prerogatiue royall to himſelfe, exatly to 
know the depth of our hearts; that ſo, though 
men conceiuing well of themſclues , may conceiue 
amiſſe of God, as one that by his doings will not 
iuſtifie the Prophets ſayings ; yer hee indging of 
men according to the ſecret difpolition and conſti- 


—— OR 


A hn 


dingly, 


T he deceit fulneſſe of mans heart, 


dingly, blefling thoſe that in truth doe traſt in him, 
bur curſing ſuch as with-draw from him, though 
not their rongues , yet their hearts. This is the 
order and generall purpoſe of the words. 

They containein thema propoſition concerning 
the hearts deceicfulneſſe, Hecre two things are to 
bee conlidered : what is meant by heart 5 what by 
acceitfull, | 

By heart, mans heart is meant, as appeareth by 
the context. And now becauſe mans heart is one of 
the principall ſeats of the ſoule of man, therefore by 
a 1etonimy of the ſu5ie@F, it1s viually inthe Scrip 
ture put ſometimes for the whole ſoule, ſometimes 
(and thatmorefrequently ) for ſuch ſpeciall facul- 
ries in the ſoule, as more ſpecially belong to the 
heart, a5 the Will and Aﬀettions. Burt heerc it is to 


{ betaken for the whole ſoule, and all the parts there- 


of, the VnderſRtanding, the Will,the AﬀeRtions: for 
all are deceitfull: | 

The word deceitful is fignificant in the Hebrew, 
comming of a Verbe which ſignifieth co ſupplant, 


43s runners in theracevſe to doe;and from this word | 


had 74cob his name, becauſe he caught E/a» by the 
heele when he was comming forth of the wombe : 
Sodoe our hearts cunningly, as it were, trip our 
heele when we are to runne the race which is (ct 
before vs. Though heere alſo that reaſon of the 


| name which Eſa» falſely gaue to 1acob, may truely 


agree to our hearts ; well may they be called 7acobs, 
becauſe they cozen many, and doe their endeauour 
to cozenall of Gods blceſhing, and the heauenly in 
heritance. Bur it may be asked, Is this deceitful 
B 2 neſſc 
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| to thy indeements alwaies:The reaſon is,becauſe tru? 


he h1n2necuer ſo much grace,yet il fecls his wants; 


ride protiidgninthe Temporal ) hz ſers þ:s heart 
, © p07 —_ Andchoreforeſtiilhisfou!cimitaterh the 
horſe leaches voyce, thatcry,Giue,ome: but chede- 


— — 


time they may ieeme violent, yetatlengraricy Va. 
niſhaway 8: ths morning deaw; as God wakcifs 
; cenſareththoſe 89550 affect RHions which ſcemed tob 
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defiresare infatieble. The good Chriſtian, though - 


and the mere hee bath, the more heed<lireth, and. 
whent me cle piritndricherincreaſe(contrary » Da- | 


— 


fires of the Temporary, although ſometimes torthe | 


9 Og - 


' inthe Iſraclites, The motions and affs tions, which 


| he hath in good things,arenot much valiketothoſe 


| which the true belzener hath ſometimes in euil: For | 


| as he intemptation ſometimes may be tickled, and 


 ſeele ſome pricking in his deſires tothe way of wic-. 
kedneſle, as once Dazid, when hee began to enter- | 


taine thoſe choughts, 7 have waſhed my hands in inns: 
' cencie in vaine : yetin concluſion he quenches thoſe 
. thoughts, and ſo mockes Sarhan, to whom he made 
| faire of comming to him,at Dani4di d, when for all 
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with, that 6»t, or je! : yet for all this I [aid ere-while, 
: God ts 9004,e7c, To this our Terporarie, though o- 
therwhile he may haue, as we ſay, a moneth;minde 
ro godlineſſe, and with Aerippabehalte perſwaded 
to bea Chriſtian, yet the conclultonjs, I will not 
leaue my former courſe, and ſo hee mockes Goo, | 
whom heborc in hand, that hee would become his 
Diſciple. 
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| ais beginning to yecld, yet in theend hee came in | 
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* Thedeceltfulneſſe of wans heart, 


101 


Cnay, VII. 


Of the deceits of the temporary in the outward pratiiſe 
of Repentance, 


&% Avingthus deteted thedeceirfulneſle of the 
I 6 1emporaries repentance, in that which is 7»- 
Fas ird,this Chapter (hall be ſpent in ſhewing 
the deceit of that which is outward, both that which 
isin words, and in deeds: for the former there arc 
ewo ſpccials, wherein the zem-porary deceiueth him- 
ſclfe; Confelſionnacd Prayer. 
i. For Coxfeſſion, it cannet be denyed but that ir 


' isa wotthy ſcruice ofa repenting ſinner, or elſe God 


would never haue promiſed ſo greata reward to it: 
If wee confefſe our ſinnes , hee # faithfull 10 forgine. 
ob inthe large Catalogue of his good works, where- 
with he chearcd himſeltein that heauie agonic, a- | 
mongf the reſt reckoneth the confefhon of his ſins 
for one, 1f 1 have hid my ſinne, as did Ademerc. And 
Dasid having ſaid, Take away the treſpaſſe of thy ſer- 
#4#t ; to make good that ſpeech, and to proue him- 
ſclfe Gods ſeruant, be addeth, for 7 have dowe fooliſh 
ty ; as ſome godly learned thinke, hereby intimaring, 
that ifhe deſerued notto be called Gods ſeruant, in 
regard of his late ſinne, yctatleaſt, in regard of his 
latter ſcruice of confeſhon : yeaelſewhere when on- 
ly a purpoſe of confeſſion conceined by. him , Gods 
care was in his heart, before his confeſſion was in his 
tongue z 1 #honght I would confeſſe my finne, and thas 
forganeſt me: foras only the man wakened out ofhis 
H 3 dreame | 


2-Outward in 


words. 


I» Confcſfion. 


r.lohn 1,9, 
lob 31.33. 


2. Sam .,34.10.. 
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ta confiters ve- 
re penitentis 
ct. Auguſt. 


Diſcouered, 
becauſe it 
' comes neither 


I. A broken, 


1] 2.Norabclee- 


| againſt him, And Ezra 1o. 2, Wee hans ireſpaſſed,e+c. 
' 1 yet now here # hope in Iſrael concerning thu, namely, 
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The deceitfulneſ(ſe of mans heart, 
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- Sacrifice which the 'Lord will not deſpiſe. But our rem- 


| tn, in a manner, his conf. fhon. 


'raterepentance,not tempercd with fairh; foas is the 
true repentance. And therefore our-Saniour prea- 
-ching repentanceſaith, Repent and belcene. 


dreame can tell his dreame,ſo onely the man awake- 
ned out of his finnes By repentance, can truly con- 
feflechem. VWhereforc,howlocuer remporaries,and 
vnregenerate men may make an outward confcflion 
as Saul, Indas, Pharaoh,and others did, yet the truth 
is,therc is much guile in their confeflions. 

1. True confcſhon muſt come, as wee lee in the 
Publicane, from a touched and troubled ſoule, from 
thatbroken and bleeding heart of Da#id, from thar 
melting and relenting heart of 7#/iah : This is the 


porary knowes it-not, the paine of the wracke only 
wrings the contefſion from him, not the mercic of 
that ſweet God, whom he hath offended: And ther- 
fore,as we ſee in Pharaoh, when he is off the wracke, 
he begins to ling another nore,and to vnſay and call 


2. It muſtcome alſo from a beleeving heart, lay- 
ing hold vpon mercy : As Day, g.9. Tet compaſſion 
and forginenes « with the Lord, albeit we hanerebelled 


for the forgiuenes of this finne. This the temporary 
in his diſtreſſe cannotdoe. 14s could ſay , I have 
ſinned,but for his life he could not adde thoſe words 
of Danid, Take away the ſinne of thy ſernant. Nay he! 
ceuld not ſay that confeſſion , 7 hene ſinned 10 God, 
but only to the high Priefts:for he was wholly ſwal- 
lowed vp of deſpaire. His repentance was a-deſpe- 


3- Con- 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans hears 


3. Confeflion muſt come from an honeſt hearr, 
purpoling not to linne, that ſo with the confethon 
we may ioyne alſo the confuſion and ouerthrow of 
ſianc : Hee that confeſſeth and forſakerh (thar is, hee 
thatin the very a@ of confefling foriakerh) bs [znne, 


| ſhall find mercy. This was the contefſion of that good 


Shecaniah, Ezra, 10.2.3, We hane treſpaſſed,erc. Now 
therefore let vi make aconenant with the Lord, to put 
away all th: wines, Burthow farre are the Tempora 

ries from this, who when by confeſhon they baue 
ſeemed to difgorge their ſtomacks , haue filchily 
with the dogge eartcn vp their owne vomir againe? 


And fofarre arc they trom this purpoſe of noc lin- | 
{ ning,that they arefully ſet vpon fin,in confeffing; as 
inthoſec 1/7ae/;tes,that ſaid,we haue fanned, we will goe | 


vp; which was as much as if they ſhould haue ſaid, 
we hane finned,we wit ſin: tor God inthe former verſe 
had forbidden them to goe vpz yea, many of them 
preſume to {inne, becauſe of confeſhon; thinking by 
itto beeaſed,as the drunkard by bis vomiting: And 
chough ſome ofthem, in their good moodes,and in 
ſome of their fits, may ſeeme , when they bumble 
themlelues in confefhoa , verily to purpoſe amend- 
ment, yet theſe are no ſound, no ſetled, no ſincere 
& honeſt purpoſes, but fudden flathings, conceiued 
by their decei: full hearts, rather to avoid the iudge- 
ments either fc't, or feared, then truely to pleaſe 
God, and chus;becauſc the heart is not rent , toge- 
ther with the garments therefore ncitheris the ſinne 
rent, but rather ſown faſter together by that rending 
ofthe garment; and becufe with thar penitent Pa6- 
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licanethey ioy nc not the inward vaiting of the heart 
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Tundens petus 
& non corri- 
gens vitia,itla 


conſolidat, Aug. 


2oPraieridiſco. 
ucred, becauſe 


Luke I. 1» 


Luke 18. ro. 


Rom.8.16. 


$1.Notjn more | 


gricuous trials 
Iob 27.10, 


2: Nor ſfecking 
Gods Acc. 
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with the o#1ward knocking of the breſt,therefore this 
knocking doth not batter in picces but rather conſo- 
lidateand more firmely compa finne together, 

2. Poynt,which the mouth performes ,is Prayer: | 
ne'ther can it be denied,but that the Temporary may | 
pray,and that as one would chinke, very zealouſly, 
as nodoubt but ud did, together with his fellows, 
all of them deſiring Chriſt to inftrut them how to 
pray : neither only may he doc this with others, bur 
alſo ſolitarily apart by himſelfe, as it is ſaid,the Pha- 
rite went vp to the Temple topray, as well as the 
Publicanc, both of them co their private prayers,the 
Temple then in regard ofcercmoniall holineſle, be- 
ing the place, as wel of priuate, as of publike prayer. 
It may ſceme then our Temporary is well: For it is 
onely the ſanifying Spirit which teacheth to pray, 
who therefore is ſtyled the Spirir of prayer, and rhe 
children of God are vſually in Scriptures deſcribed 
by this, that they ca{/ vpon the name of the Lord - Bur | 
alas, his prayers are not true prayers, they are tur- 
ned into ſinne : For, | 

Firſt, chough he may pray to our thinking (and 
his own too ſometime) very feruently, yer 794 ſaies, 
Will he pray almay ? No , in moregricuous tryals his 
heart and hopes faile him ; his mouth. is ſtopt,he is 
ſtrook ſpecchleſle, with the gueſt in the Parable, and 
hath not ſo much as one word to bleſſe bimſelfc 
withall,who yct lauilhed moſt luxuriouſly in abun-. 
dance of words inthe time of peace. 

2. In prayer he ſecks himſelfe, and not Gods glo- 

ric , they care nor ſo muck {37 Gods fauour asfor | 
their owne profic. Whereas the property of true | 
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T he deceit fulneſſe of mans beart. 


rayer is ſet downe by Salomon, If my people, a> 
9. whom my name © A vpen,fhall rear them- 
ſelnes,and pray,end ſeeke my face, Inprayer,Gods face 
and fauor is to be ſought aboue all other things:and 
therefore our Sauiour teacheth vs both to begin our 
praicrs with deſire of his glory, Haflowed be thy name, 
andto cnd them with giuing glory to him, 7 hine « 
the kingdome,c+6. Butthe temporary is not thus holi- 
ly carried in his prayers with the reſpe& of Gods 
glory, with Moſes and Paw,preferring it to his @wne 
ſaluation, but with ſe/fe-reſped7:,and thoſe very baſe, 
as may ca(ily appeare by theſe two things : fir, his 
prayers are more zcalous and feruent with others, 
then alone by himſelfe: whereas the vehemencie of a 
erue Chriſtianis then greateſt , when he is ſhut vpin 
his cloſet, and hath God only to be witnes of it. This 
ſhews,that pride and vaine-glory ſway him, notany 
true zecale to*Gods glory : ſecondly after prayer he 
hath nocare to returne thanks;as in the nine Lepers, 
which cried as loud as the tenth, J:ſaw have mercic, 
but returned not with him to giue thankes for their 
health; which ſhewed they ſoughethemſelues onely 


intkeir prayers, and nothing cſteemed the love of |. 


Chriſt:thirdly, he makes prayer the end of prayer, 
he prayes to pray,he reſts in his praier,and doth nor 
in good ſadnes vic his prayer as.a mean to preuaile 
againſt his ſins;he prayes idlely and lazily, and doth 
not, together with his lippesin praying , moue his 
hands in indeuouring for that he prayes; aceording | 
as Salomon diretteth, coupling together prayer to 
God & our owne indeuour, If /hon call for knowledge, 
andcry for wnaerſtanding;if thouſeeke her as filuer ,and 
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Exod. 31. 33. 
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I1lle dolet were 
gui ſing teſte 


edolet. 


Luk. 17.13.15, 
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Pro. 14: 27. 


Pſal.119.5.6.7» 
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Confeſſe lib.8.1n 
exordio adolcſ- 
centiq petieram 
a te caſtutatem, 
et comlimente- 
am, &r dixeranm 
aa mihi contt- 


nelltiam,ſed no- 
li mode : Time- 
bam enim ne me 
citd exaudires, 
& ſanares a 
morbts cencupiſ- 
centie, quam 
explert malc- 
bem yquan cx- 
L;8Euts 


crying and calling in prayer, there muſt be ſecking, 
and (carching in the vie of the means:elſe we do bur 
mocke God, and our {cluesmuch more, if weiplcaſe 
our ſelues in ſuch prayers. And that which Salomen 
ſpeaks of other ildetalke, will be true of the vaine 
prattle of ſuch fluthfull prayers ; 1# al /abour there is 
abundance,but the talke of the liys only bringeth want, 
We ſhall ttilLlremaine poore and bepgatly in ſpiri- 
tuallchings, vnlefſc our bands beftirre chem,and la- 
bour, together with ur mouthes, vnlefſe we riſe vp 
frory our prayers, with a ſcried purpoſe ro buckle 
our {clues to our buſines. As Danzd,aftter thathe had 
prayed the Lord, that his wayes might be direed 
to keep Gods ſtatutes, and had intorced this prayer 
by certaine arguments, he thus ended it, 1 wi keepe 
th ſtatutes;whereas the temporary belceuer feeles no 
ſuch frujtofprayer, but rathcr ſayes ſecretly, I will 
liein my finnes ſtill, againſt which I bauc prayed, 
I will breake thy ſtatutes , which 1 prayed | might 
keepe. Muchliketo S. Auſten, that before his con- 


but yet was afraid, as hee writes of bimſelfe, leſt 
God ſhould heare his prayer too ſoone, defirous ra- 
ther to hauc his luſt ſatisfied then extinguiſhed, 


prayer, ſtillthey louc their ſinnes, and would not 
for all their talk, lIeaue them by their good wils. And 
therefore doe they ſo necre reſemble him in the Fa- 
ble,that when his Cart ſtucke in the wire,called vp- 


| on his god for helpe,but yct lay ſtill, and would not 


| 


| 


Cirtke leaſt of his fingers to helpe himſelfez yea,and 
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X 7 "he drceitfulneſſe of mans beart. gf | 
ſearch for her as for treaſare.Loe;together with right 


ucrſion prayed to God for chaſtity and continencie, | 


Such kinde of minds have the vnregenerate in their | 


thole | 
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The deceirfulneſſe of maxs heart, | 


| thoſe alſothar in their Sacrifices for health did rio- 
rouſly banquet againſt health ; for while they pray 
againſt, they play and ſport themſclues in their 
finnes, 

Now, for that wich is ze in the outward pra- 
Riſe of repentance, name]y, the reformation of life, 
the temporary alſo may ſeeme to attaine hereunto : 
forin the Goſpcll the »nc/cane ſpirit is ſaid robe caft 


outward reformation of his life, in chat hee leaueth 
his former ſcandalous courſes of drupkenneſſe, 


holy things,&c. and conformeth himſelfe ro ſome 
more ſober and ciuill carriage. Bur yet this reforma- 
tion is deceitful, or elſe the vncleane ſpirit could not 
ſocaſily re-enter with ſeven worſe þirits than himſelfe 
into the partietlius reformed, fo that hu latter end 


ceit heere is this that our temporary taketh his out- 
ward abſtinence from ſinne for true reformation ; 


| whichvnlecfle it proceed from the inward forſaking 


isnavght worth, There muſt be 4bhorring of finne, 
as wel as ab/taining;loathing as wel as /eaning,in true 


{| reformation. A thecfe when he is manacled;, can- 


not.ſte1le , he abſtaines outwardly : and yer happi- 
ly hath a theeuiſh minde till: Anda chained Lion, 


{though hee abſtainc from deuouring , yet hee hath 
| his lioniſh nature till; hee hath notlefr that. Many 


leauetheir (innes in like manner, being.reſtrained 
by feare,ſhame,and ſuchlike reſpeRs: Their hearts 
ſtill delight, and tickle themſelues in the thoughts 


*t ofthoſce finnes. Bur truce reformation of ſinne muſt 


proceed 
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out ofhim-, which is ro be vnderſtood, in regard of 


vncleanneſle, ſwearing, lying, open contempt of 


ſhoald become worſe than bis beginning, Now the de- | 
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De verb, Apeſt. 
ſerm. 21.Luj| us 
vesit ad oulle, 
ouium querit 


inuadere, inugu- 


lare, deucrare: 
vigilant Paſto- 
res, latrant ca- 
nes, nibil pate- 
111,08 aufert, 
non occidt : 
ſed tamen lupus 
venit, lap re- 
dit. Nunquid 
qmia oem non 
tulit, ideo lupus 
F vent & 0un 
redit? lupms ven 
nit fremens, lu- 
pres redit tre- 
mens, lupm eſt 
tamen & fre- 
mens & tree 
Mens. 


proceede from the hatred of ſiane, and from the 


louc of Gods Law forbidding linne , as D anids did. 
1 hae refrained (faith hee) from every evill way; but 
why did he ſotvpon what groundto what end?T hat 
1 might keepe thy word. It wasthar loue of the Law 
which hee had ſo pathetically a little before profeſ- 
ſed,9h how lone I thy Law ! this was itthat made him 
ro refraine from finne , his affc&tion toward the 
Word: and this was that he propounded to him- 
ſelfe , in abſtaining from finne, in diſptcaſing his 
owne corruption to pleaſe the Law,to obey the law. 
The Wolfe (ſaith Auſten) comes tothe ſheepe-folde, 
« with a purpoſe to kill and eate : But tbe ſheepe- 
&« heards they watch, the dogges they barke, he can 
« doc nothing, he takes away nothing , be kils no- 
« thing: Yet as he comes, ſo he goes away,a VVolfe. 
«VWhar, becauſe hee worried and tooke away no 
« ſhcepe, thercfore he- was a wolfe onely in his com- 
« ming, and a ſheepe in his returning ? No, the 
« Wolfe comes furious , returnes fearefull, and yet 
« a Wolfe as well in his fearc, as in his furie. And ſo 
are many as wicked in rheir fearefull abſtayning 


from finne, as intheir bold and furious committing. 


offinne. Somealſo arc difabled by age, and yet it 
doth them good to remember their former wic- 
kedneſſe, and to incourage others to the ſame. If 
bare leaving ofthe outward a@ were cnough, theff 
theſe alſo were reformed. Others alfo ſurceaſe from 
ſome ſinne , becauſe a contrary vice hath por the 


ruleand poſſeſſion of them; as when the prodigall j 


man becomescouetous : Is here any true reforma- 


' tion of prodigality ? Others againe arc incerrup- 


ted 


mg 


T hececenl {ulneſſe of mans heart, 
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red in the oract ſcof one itnne, by reaſon ſome © 0- 

ther ſinnediuerts tazm an3ther way, 35 thoſe m:(- 
ſengers did Sal from purſuing David As thus, a 

| mms couccous, but yet amb! cron aud vaine-glory, 

b:ing ſtronger, wks him leaue 1s baſe couctons 

ni7g2r0Ize, "A man 15 gluon ro L3Contingncie; out 

| nndeendfere of d:{h nur, carrying a greater 


| ſway with him, bridie his luſt, A man is wickedly | 


angry with his brother, but yet couztouſnefſe 1:3rh 
—_ hind ouer him than anzer; therefore there 

2 piftin ſzcret giuen him, tre is pacified, Hezre 
os controules, and checks, and reforms 
anger: Will you calirhis aretor m3:10n? Noythis is 
| nothing , when one /yrant oncercommeti anotner, 
but when the lawful X97 ourrcomes himznot when 
onecorruption preuailerh againſt another,but when 
grace prevaileth againſt itz when though there were 
no other reſtraint, yer ones one ſaoRified heart 


os to ae eee 


would reitraine and caute one to ſay with 7o/e>b , 
How canl dvethis, and finne againſt Goi? otherwiſe 
to deliit the outwardaR, can yecld bu: poore com- 
fort, to aſſure vs that we haverepznted, David had 
left the ſinnes of Murther and Adultery for ailthat 
ſpace of time that was betwixt the murtiier of Yr7ab | 
and Naihars comming to him, which was a yeere 
almoſt ; hoe did not till adde one murther to ano- 
ther;or on2 adultery toanother; he did not all that 
while ſallroit afreſh; ; bur yet for allthar he repen 
ted notuntill Nathan cams and rouzed him. Excel. 
lently Salowmoy , Dy the feare of the Lord men depar: 
| from enill : {hewing, thac whereſocuerthe true ſearc 
of God is wanting " there is notrue departing g fro 
w Chi! 


ai, 
FART 19 CEIIRRIIRC_C Co IOTI EIT ETC _ om ——_—_—_—_——_ 


> CEXXVIESY TY OoEISIPUenm 


Ne a ee PEER 


£ oo eo bane u9 


___ ts 


f 
| 
G2n.39 9» | 
x 


DP OWUTAT» 


Le ee en ER, re 


I EI IT I Ono enemy Ions 


— 


T he deceit falneſſe of mans heave. | 


CNnCcCc. 
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| 3. His obcdi- 


cuill, chough the outwird a of cuill be forborne. 
Thercfore when the godly aredeſcribed by abſtain- 
ing fromeuill, withall the true ground of their ab- 
ſtaining is ſer downe: as Zcc/eſ. g. 2, VVhen the wic- 
ked manis {et outto bee a ſwearer, the godly man 
(by way of oppolition) is ſaid, notimply not to 
{ſwearc, buttofearean oth: to ſhew that wicked 
men may refraine ſwearing, but not out of any feare 
of Gods commandement. This 1s proper onely 
tothe godly: So Pron, 15.27. the godly are ſet out, 
not ſimply by their not receiuing gifts, bur by bating 
of gifts; to ſhew, that therefore they receiue not 
with the hand , becauſe they hate them with their 
heart. 


ly. his Fa:rh and Repentance - It remaineth that we 
{ſhould doethelike to his third ground; namely, his | 
ovedicnceund ſo diſmille him. | 

Obedirnceistwotold; Aftimein doing that which 
God commandeth : Faſſzar, in ſufkering that which 
God inflifteth, And the temporary may ſceme to 
hauc both theſe. 

1. For ARtiue, the Temporarie beleeucr may goe 

farre. | 
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erue belecuer can doe, but the Temporarie may 
doe it alſo, and'thatin outward appearance with 
as great ſpiric and zeale as the true beleeuer : as in 
lehy , who did not onely execute GoDs indge- 
ments vpon Ahab, and his houſe, and deſtroyed 
Basl, and his Prieſts, but dit this (as others and 
himſeife thought) with grear zcale, and inthe heate 
of godly indignation ſo that tothe outward eye, 
little difference berweene the ſpiric of 7ebs in his re- 
for mation, aid of 14h in his. So Herod reueren- 
ced /6bn, and did many things in obedience to his 
dorine. So likewiſe did Saul reuerence Samacl,ſthe. 
wing great humilitie in hiding himlſejfe, when tobe 
King, and after he was King great zeale and cou 
ragcin reucnging the cauſe of thoſe, 1abeſh againſt 
Nahaſh, in fighting the bartels of the Lord againſt 
the Philiſtims, andindeſtroying of Wiiches; great 
mercy alſo , and moderation , in ſparing and forgi- 
uing thoſe wicked people rhat deſpiſed him , &c. 
Yet for all this, his end was fearcfull, God tooke.. 
way his mercy from him, And therefore the obedi 
encethat ſeemeth to bee in this kindeof men , is de 
ceitfu!l: elſe God would not, as he threatneth by the 
Prophet, blot it out , whoaccording ta Nehemiabs 
prayer, wipes not outany of the good ſeruices of his 
chi'dien. | 
Thar this deccitfulnefſſe may the verter appeare, 
let vs examiiic our Temporaries obedience by the 
notes of true obedience, which are ſpecially three 
Sincerity, Vninerſality,anda ſeiled Conſtarcie. 
IT, Sincerity , when allbaſe and —_—_ a- 
ide, 
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lide, only the conſcience of Gods commardement, 
& the d«{tre of his glory that lwaies with vs. Bleſſed 
are they that keepe bis reftimonics (laith the Prophet;) 
but becauſe there may be much guile in keeping, he 
addes,and ſeexe 11m with their whole heart, The true 
keeping of the Teſtimonies is when wee ſeeke God, 
and not our {ejues,in keeping; when,as /eremy (ayes, 
wee be circamciſed tothe Lord, taatis, inreſpetof 
Gous commandement, and nat the Maoviſtrates, as 
itts with roo too many. Hence that phraſe which is 
ſo frequent with the Prophet, of ſecking Gods com- 
mandements, 1am thine, ſase wee « for I ſeeke thy pre- 
cepts, Which impliech thus much, thar all that we 
are to ſeeke in our obedience, & the precepts them- 
ſejues, the thing ſpecially wearetoaymear, is obe- 
dience it ſelfe to the precepts: But Gods precepts 
may {ay to the 7erporaries, yeelſeeke not vs, but 
yourſelues : As Chriſt ſaid to ſom= of them ye ſceke 
me becauſe of the leaves, Some Prov, 1,28. are laid to 
ſecke God, and yerot the ſame men it is [aid in the 
next verſe, thatthey hated the knowledge of Gud ! 
how can they be ſaid ro ſeckethat which they hat? 
but that they ſought nor Ged lincerely, bur onely 


for their owne eaſe (ike, to be delinered out of their 


trouble; and ſo indecd they ſought not God, bu! 
themfelucs « For all thr obedience is either /lan/h 


nrmrangry; lomeimes itis the o-dience of the 
 boiflawe, fomerimes of the h17e/tno, alwayes baſe, 


corrupted with ſome wrie and wrong confideratt- 
11 Or other, Sometimes tlie /owerf man waorkes tt, 
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ground of it to haue beene theconlideration of his 
Fathers diſtaſte of his Canaenitifh wines. Sometimes 
againe the feare of Gods indgements , as ofthe racke 
of an accuſing conſcience, of the torments of hell- 
fire, &c. this holdeth vs toit. But beere that which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh concerning Magiſtrates lawes 
thatwe ought to bee ſubie&, not onely for wrath, 
namely of the Magiſtrate, and the puniſhment 
which that wrath may infli&,but for conſcience ſake, 
istruc much more in Gods Jaw, that wee ought, to 
performe obedience, not ſo much for wrath, no not 
for Gods owne wrath, and the puniſhmentir will 
inflit, but though there were no hell, yea, though 
there were no heaven, of very conſcience, bc- 
cauſe the Lord God hath commanded vs. Other- 
while againe the 7 c-»porarie obeyeth vpon hope of 
ſome good that hereby may accrue vnto him, as 
profit, praiſe, and ſuch like. And here that depra- 
uation of Sathan hath his truth z Doh 10b ſerne God 
for hoveht? Doth Saul lone God for nought ? No, 
itisfor a Kingdome. Doth 7:b# roote out CAhabs 
race for nought ? no, it is to confirme himſelfein the 
KingJome. Doth hedeftroy Baa{for nought ? no, 
itisforglory in the world, that hee may cyake, and 
call vp good /onadab to applaud him and his zeale; 
Come and ſee what zeal 1 baue for the Lord, Thou 
deceiveſt thy ſelfe /e/w,itis for thy ſe/ſe : Therefore 
God (ayes afterward by the Prophet; will viſet the 
blond of 1zreel upon the bouſe of [ehu, Thongh it were 
ſhed by Gods owne appointment , yet becavſe eb» 
obeyed not Gods comandement , ſo much as his 
owne ambition and pride in the ſheddinng there- 
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